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IWO  JIMA  1945-1995 

On  Sunday  morning,  February  19, 
1995,  at  10:00  a.m..  Marines, 
veterans,  family  members,  and 
Patriots  assembled  at  the  State  House  Hall 
of  Flags  to  commemorate  the  50th 
Anniversary  of  the  United  States  invasion 
of  the  vital  enemy  stronghold:  Iwo  Jima. 
Massachusetts  is  the  only  state  in  the 
union  to  officially  memorialize,  by  law,  the 
sacrifices  of  the  Americans  who  fought 
and  died  in  this,  one  of  the  most  difficult 
battles  in  the  pacific. 

An  island,  just  two  thirds  the  size  of 
Manhattan  Island,  New  York,  Iwo  was 
defended  by  2 1 ,000  fortified  enemy  troops 


INSIDE  THIS  ISSUE  -  \ 

Commissioner's  Column 

ArcWves  Finds  Ten  Million  Lost  Records 


'I  50th  Anniversary  World  War  II 
*^    Burial  Benefits  for  Reservists 

^    On  the  Legislative  Front 


Cutbacks  on  Burial  Honors 
Events  of  Interest  to  Veterans 

Governor  Selects  a  Veteran  to  WUCOA 
Persian  Gulf  Information  Helpline  /  Bonus 
Expanded  Reemployment  Rights  Law 

Flag  First  to  Honor  Wampanoag  Veteran 
VAMC  Women  Information 


who  were  instructed  to  fight  to  the  death. 
This  was  the  only  Pacific  theater  battle  in 
World  War  II  where  the  Americans 
suffered  more  casualties  than  the  enemy. 
The  task  was  daunting  for  the  Ameri- 
cans. The  Japanese  had  800  gun  em- 
placements dug  into  caves,  blockhouses 
prepared,  and  a  complex  tunnel  system 
developed  to  defend  this  strategic 
location. 


Third  Marine  Division  Association,  New 
England  Chapter,  presented  the  chests, 
built  by  the  Greater  Lawrence  Vocational 
High  School.  Each  chest  contained  a 
gold-embossed  print  of  the  flag-raising  on 
Iwo,  a  photo  of  a  marine  during  the 
campaign,  a  vial  of  black  volcanic  sand, 
and  an  American  flag  which  has  been 
flown  over  Iwo  Jima.  The  chests,  built 
with  teak  from  Old  Ironsides,  were 


L  -  R:  Thomas  Murphy,  3rd  Marine  Division  Association,  Derek  Condo,  Student  of  Greater  Lawrence 
Regional  Vocational  School,  and  Dean  Taylor,  President  of  3rd  Marine  Division  Association. 


The  Pacific  Fleet  Commander,  Admiral 
Nimitz,  described  the  battle  for  control  of 
Iwo  Jima  as  a  battle  in  which,  "Uncom- 
mon Valor  was  a  Common  Vmue."  On 
the  first  day  of  the  American  invasion, 
400  ships  brought  60,000  marines 
ashore.  The  3rd,  4th,  and  5th  Marine 
Divisions  suffered  severe  casualties  but 
held  the  beach  and  established  the  base 
for  the  eventual  victory. 

The  1995  ceremony  included  the  presen- 
tation of  hand-made  chests  to  the  citizens 
of  the  six  New  England  states.  The 


accepted  by  the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services'  Commissioner  Hudner  on  behalf 
of  the  Governor  and  the  citizens  of 
Massachusetts. 

The  ceremony  that  followed  the  presenta- 
tion featured  as  the  guest  of  honor 
General  John  J.  Sheehan,  USMC, 
Supreme  Allied  Commander,  Atlantic  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  United  States 
Atlantic  Command.  General  Sheehan  is  a 
Somerville  native.  The  Massachusetts 
Gold  Star  mothers  and  Gold  Star  Wives 
were  honored  for  the  sacrifices  they  and 
their  families  have  made  in  the  name  of 
freedom.  ♦♦♦ 


COMMISSIONER'S  COLUMN 

LT.  GOVERNOR  CELLUCCI  JOINS  FORCES 
WITH  DVS  AND  TEAM  HANSCOM  AGAINST 
BASE  CLOSURE 


Dear  Fellow  Veterans, 

I am  certain  that  all  of  you  are  aware 
by  now  that  the  Hanscom  Air  Force 
Base  has  been  remo\  ed  from  the  list 
of  possible  base  closures  that  was  sup- 
posed to  be  submitted  early  this  year  to 
the  U.S.  Secretary  of  Defense.  With  our 
backgrounds  in  the  military,  we  are  aware 
of  Hanscom's  integral  role  in  developing 
militant  technolog\  and  creating  thou- 
sands of  jobs  in  the  local  high-tech 
economy.  Its  closure  w  ould  ha\  e  severe 
repercussions  in  Massachusetts  as  well  as 
the  nation. 

I  wish  to  briefly  re\  iew  what  the  closure 
of  Hanscom  \\ould  have  meant: 

•  the  loss  of  o\  er  30,000  jobs  and  loss  of 
over  $3  billion  for  the  Massachusetts 
economy; 

•  the  loss  of  the  commissar>,  base 
exchange,  and  medical  care  facilit\'; 
the  unavailabilit)'  of  on-base  prescrip- 
tion drugs  in  itself  woud  have  been 
costly  to  many;  and 

•  the  loss  of  Retired  Activities  Office. 
This  provides  counselling  in  every 
aspect  of  retirement  li\  ing  and  a 
monthly  retirees  briefing.  Publication 
of  the  Retirees'  Newsletter  is  a  source 
of  information  for  retirees  and 
veterans.  This  Newsletter  is  mailed 
quarterl)  to  over  8500  retirees. 

The  unavailabilit}  of  jobs,  both  directly 
and  indirectly  associated  with  Hanscom, 
and  an  overall  environment  not  condu- 
ci\  e  to  the  militar\  retirement  communit> 
would  dissuade  e\  en  more  retirees  from 
coming  to  Massachusetts.  That  would 
further  erode  the  ta.x  base  of  a  healthy, 
educated,  and  productive  class  of  people 
who  would  contribute  to  the  economy  and 
who  would  have  little  dependence  on 
schools  and  other  tax-supported  pro- 
grams. Most  retirees  don't  come  here  to 
retire;  they  come  to  Massachusetts  for 
pre-retirement  ~  and  that  means  working 
in  the  community. 


As  veterans  and  retirees,  we  all  are 
aware  of  the  need  to  maintain  a  strong 
military  .  The  attenuation  of  our  security 
prevents  us  from  protecting  our  countr\ 
from  possible,  sudden,  unexpected  attack 
—  or  threat  of  attack  ~  w  hen  complicated 
technolog>  in  these  times  requires  years 
to  dev  elop.  We  must  be  ready  no\\. 

With  all  that  said,  the  Department  of 
Veterans'  Serv  ices  and  Team  Hanscom 
(an  arm  of  the  North  Suburban  Chamber 
of  Commerce)  hosted  a  meeting  at  the 
American  Legion  Post  in  Bedford  on 
January  30,  1995  to  proactively  educate 
and  encourage  veterans  and  citizens  as  to 
the  value  of  Hanscom  field. 

In  attendance  were  Lt.  Governor  Paul 
Cellucci,  Congressman  Peter  Torkildsen, 
representatives  of  Congressional  offi- 
cials, state  Senator  Lucile  Hicks  and 
Representative  Marianne  Brenton,  and  a 
broad  range  of  representatives  from  the 
veterans'  community. 

In  a  speech  presented  at  this  meeting,  Lt. 
Governor  Cellucci  emphasized  the 
Governor's  and  his  full  support  of  the 
continued  viability  of  Hanscom.  Cellucci 
said,  "Governor  Weld  and  I  are  fighting 
for  the  base  not  simply  because  it  means 
jobs  for  our  state  or  services  for  our 
veterans  ~  which  it  does  ~  but  also 
because  we  think  the  most  important 
reason  to  fight  for  the  base  is  that  it  w  ill 
serve  our  national  security  by  continuing 
to  develop  sy  stems  that  will  save  the 
lives  of  our  men  and  w  omen  in  uniform. 
Our  largest  initiative  has  been  to  offer 
the  Pentagon  $100  million  in  state  ftinds 
for  infrastructure  improvements  should 
they  expand  Hanscom  or  our  state's  other 
bases.  We  cannot  allow  New  England  to 
lose  Hanscom  and  lose  a  vital  part  of  that 
tradifion." 

If  Hanscom  were  to  go,  it  will  never 
come  back.  And  it  is  more  likely  that 
our  children,  rather  than  ourselves,  will 
be  the  ones  who  will  suffer  the  conse- 
quences. 


1  would  like  to  recognize  and  thank 
Captain  Shannon  Sullivan  and  Colonel 
Roger  Goodreau  of  Hanscom  Air  Force 
Base  for  a  ver>'  informative  and  profes- 
sional presentation  of  Team  Hanscom.  I 
would  also  like  to  congratulate  Mark 
Provost  of  Team  Hanscom  for  coordinating 
this  fine  program. 


On  March  1 ,  it  was  announced  that 
Hanscom  will  not  only  not  be  on  the  list  of 
bases  to  be  closed,  but  possible  expansion 
of  their  programs  is  being  considered.  Our 
collective  success  to  this  date  can  be 
attributed  to  the  hard  w  ork  of  government 
officials,  veterans,  and  concerned  ciUzens. 

Congratulations  on  a  job  well  done! 
♦  ♦♦ 


ARCHIVES  FINDS  TEN 
MILLION  "LOST"  RECORDS 


Source:  Veterans  Benefits  News 


The  medical  treatment  and  hospital- 
ization records  of  nearly  ten  million 
World  War  II  and  Korean  War-era 
veterans  have  been  located  by  the  National 
Archives.  The  records  were  thought  to 
have  been  lost.  The  records,  which  cover 
the  years  1941-45  and  1950-54  for  the 
Army  and  Army  Air  Corps,  may  involve 
personnel  from  other  services  who  were 
treated  at  Army  facilities.  Veterans  whose 
claims  have  been  denied  because  of 
documentation  problems  may  now  be  able 
to  reopen  their  claims  based  on  these 
records.  Accordingly,  each  DSO  should 
get  the  word  out  to  our  veteran  population 
about  this  discovery-.  More  information 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  to: 

National  Personnel  Records  Center 
NPRC/NCPMF-C 
9700  Page  Blvd. 
St.  Louis,  MO  63132 


♦  ♦♦ 


ANNIVERSARY  WORLD  WAR  II 


The  year  1995  brings  us  to  the 
finale  of  the  5()th  anniversary  of 
World  War  II   As  you  know, 
during  1945  the  Allied  powers  were  in 
the  final  phases  of  victory  against  the 
world's  two  major  enemies  of  freedom 
and  justice.  We  must  remember  "X^e 
ara  frve  becnuse  the*}  fought." 

Our  objective,  during  the  final  months  of 
1995,  is  to  conduct  and  promote  befitting 
city  and  statewide  ceremonies,  events, 
and/or  programs  in  commemoration  of 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  peace  of 
WWII  while  at  the  same  time  recogniz- 
ing the  significant  contributions  of  a 
generation  of  Americans  to  the  cause  of 
world  peace. 

The  following  are  some  areas  of  program 
recommendations : 

1  Concerts  and  Programs:  Nostalgic 
performances  and  reenactments. 
These  may  be  sponsored  by  local, 
state,  and  federal  agencies;  the  U.S. 
Armed  Forces;  and  private  entities. 

2  Rededication  of  World  War  II 
Memorials:  Sponsored  by  city  and 
town  officials,  veteran  organizations, 
and  municipal  veterans'  agents. 

3.  Education  and  Awareness  Activi- 
ties: Educational  events  sponsored  by 
state  and  local  education  authorities, 
including  elementary  and  secondary 
schools  and  local  libraries. 

The  50th  Commemorative  Anniversary 
of  WWII  ceremonies  will  be  held  at  the 
National  Guard  Armory  Museum,  44 
Salisbury  Street,  Worcester,  MA,  on 
April  29,  1995  at  9:00  a.m.,  and  con- 
clude on  Veterans'  Day,  November  11, 
1995.  However,  there  will  be  a  culminat- 
ing historic  ceremony  on  September  1, 
1995  on  the  USS  Massachusetts  battle- 
ship, the  State's  World  War  II  Memorial, 
in  Fall  River,  Massachusetts.  September 
1  (which  is  September  2  in  Toky  o)  is  the 
anniversary  date  of  the  signing  of  the 
peace  treaties  on  board  USS  Missouri  in 
Tokyo  Bay  which  ended  World  War  II. 


We  are  asking  all 
local  governments, 
veterans'  agents,  service  organizations, 
veterans,  school  officials,  and  the  general 
public  to  sponsor  and  conduct  the 
rededication  programs  and  other  suitable 
commemorative  activities  in  your  cities  or 
towns. 

The  inclusion  of  city  officials,  local 
veterans'  organizations,  veterans  and 
private  citizens  will  help  generate  an 
atmosphere  of  support  for  these  special 
events  on  behalf  of  the  dedicated  veterans 
who  served  during  World  War  II. 

Those  participating  cities  and  towns  will 
be  recognized  by  the  issuance  of  an 
official  proclamation  issued  by  the 
Governor  for  display  in  the  city/town 
halls  or  other  appropriate  locations.  In 
addition,  other  appropriate  recognition 
will  be  given  to  those  participating  in 
these  events. 

We  need  your  help  and  support  in  order  to 
make  the  commemoration  of  the  50th 
anniversary  of  World  War  II  a  success. 

Please  contact:  Robert  C.  McKean, 
Director  of  E.xternal  Affairs,  Department 
of  Veterans'  Services,  100  Cambridge 
Street,  Room  1002,  Boston,  MA  02202, 
Tel.  #  (617)  727-3578  ext.  108  with  any 
questions  and  information  in  reference  to 
your  local  activities  (plans,  publicity,  and 
local  press  articles)  that  will  help  us 
recognize  the  appropriate  municipalities, 
along  with  participants  and  sponsors. 


There  are  more  than  90  significant 
dates  in  1995  concerning  allied 
victories  in  World  War  II.  Count- 
less communities  and  organizations 
have  registered  as  DOD  Commemo- 
rative Communities. 


BURIAL  BENEFITS  FOR 
RESERVISTS 

Source:  Oregon  Vets  News 


The  President  signed  into  law, 
H.R.  821,  now  Public  Law 
Number  103-240.  This  Act 
extends  eligibility  for  burial  in 
national  cemeteries  to  persons  who 
have  20  years  of  service  creditable  for 
retired  pay  as  members  of  reserve 
components  of  the  Armed  Forces. 
Dependents  of  these  members  are  also 
eligible  for  burial  benefits. 

Reservists  currently  eligible  for  burial 
in  national  cemeteries  are  those  who: 

-  die  under  honorable  conditions 
while  hospitalized  or  undergoing 
treatment  for  injury  or  disease 
resulting  from  active  duty  for 
training  or  traveling  to  and  from 
such  duty; 

-  are  disabled  or  die  from  disease  or 
injury  incurred  or  aggravated  in 
line  of  duty  during  or  enroute  from 
active  duty  training;  and 

-  are  disabled  or  die  from  injury  (but 
not  disease)  incurred  or  aggravated 
in  line  of  duty  during  or  en  route  to 
or  from  inactive  duty  training. 

Public  Law  102-547  provides  burial 
flags  and  grave  markers  to  reservists 
with  20  years  of  qualified  service. 

The  role  of  the  reserve  components 
has  expanded.  The  Armed  Forces  now 
depend  heavily  on  reservists  as  part  of 
the  Total  Force  Policy,  which  calls  for 
increased  interdependence  of  active 
and  reserve  forces,  along  with  the 
integration  of  the  National  Guard. 
During  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  approxi- 
mately 228,000  reservists  were 
activated  in  support  of  Operation 
Desert  Storm. 


ON  THE  LEGISLATIVE  FRONT 


Lawmakers  in  Boston  and  Washing- 
ton have  been  bus>  filing  legisla- 
tion that  will  have  a  lasting  impact 
on  families  throughout  America.  The 
Capitol  Hill  Solons  have  focused  on  such 
weight\'  matters  as  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  balance  the  budget  and 
Welfare  Reform.  Their  Beacon  Hill 
counterparts,  not  to  be  outdone,  have 
passed  their  own  Welfare  Reform  Act. 
Both  groups  of  Lawmakers  have  intro- 
duced a  number  of  Bills  which  will  affect 
veterans  and  their  families. 

Here  at  home.  State  House  legislators 
have  introduced  no  less  than  101  veteran- 
related  bills.  Included  among  these  are 
the  following  important  legislative 
initiatives; 

HB  1445  -  Making  appropriations  for  the 
fiscal  year  1995  to  provide  for  supple- 
menting certain  existing  appropriations 
and  for  certain  other  activities  and 
projects. 

This  bill  would  increase  by  seven  percent 
(7%)  the  amount  of  financial  assistance 
our  indigent  war-time  veterans  and  their 
families  receive  under  MGL  chapter  115, 
a  short  term  emergency  assistance 
program  administered  by  this  department. 
Our  veterans  and  dependents  ha\  e  not 
had  increases  in  the  amount  of  such 
assistance  since  1988. 

The  capable  folks  at  the  research  depart- 
ment of  the  Boston  Public  Library  tell  us 
that  the  purchasing  power  of  $100.00  in 
1988  has  decreased  by  26.89%,  based 
upon  the  Consumer  Price  Inde.x  for  all 
urban  consumers  in  the  Boston  Area. 
Thus,  the  7%  increase  only  begins  to 
offset  the  seven-year  erosion  of  the 
financial  assistance  program  available  to 
veterans  and  their  dependents.  Go\  emor 
Weld's  FY  95  budget  contained  a  similar 
7%  increase  proposal  last  year,  only  to 
have  it  deleted  from  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  budget  proposal 

SB  1620,  proposed  by  Senator  Keating, 
and  Governor's  proposed  budget  for  FY 
96,  HB  1,  outside  section  33,  would 


exempt  military^  retiree  compensation 
from  state  income  tax.  The  U.S.  Solici- 
tor General  has  filed  an  amicus  curiae 
brief  before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
arguing  that  such  a  tax  is  unconstitu- 
tional. Presently,  Massachusetts  is  the 
only  state  which  exempts  public  em- 
ployee retirement  from  the  state  income 
tax  while  taxing  the  retirement  compen- 
sation of  our  militar>'  retirees.  The 
average  Massachusetts'  military  retiree's 
compensation  is  approximately  $14,000 
yearly. 

The  House  recently  established  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  seven  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  investigation  and 
study  of  veterans'  affairs  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. Members  include.  Rep. 
Edward  G.  Connolly  of  Everett,  Chair- 
man; Rep.  Paul  C.Casey  of  Winchester, 
Vice  Chairman;  Rep.  Joseph  Maiming  of 
Milton;  Rep.  Louis  L.  Kafka  of  Sharon; 
Rep.  Evelyn  G.  Chesky  of  Holyoke;  Rep. 
Mary  Jeanette  Murray  of  Cohasset;  and 
Rep.  Jo  Ann  Sprague  of  Walpole. 
Committee  advisors  are  Thomas  Lyons. 
President  of  the  Massachusetts  Veteran's 
Service  Agents'  Association  and  John 
Corey,  General  Counsel  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Veterans'  Ser\dces. 

While  Washington  was  concerned  with 
such  weighty'  matters  as  amending  the 
Constitution  to  balance  the  budget,  it 
also  introduced  veterans-related  legisla- 
tion: 


HR  303,  filed  by  Rep.  Bilrakis  (R.  Fla) 
would  amend  Title  38  of  the  United  States 
Code  to  allow  veterans  to  receive  military 
retirement  pay  and  service-connected 
disability  compensation  without  a  deduc- 
tion from  either. 

Rep.  Andrew  Jacobs,  (D.  Ind.)  filed  a  bill, 
H.R  277  that  would  require  that  any 
Presidential  request  for  a  declaration  of 
war  include  a  cost/benefit  statement,  and 
would  require  that  any  declaration  of  war 
by  Congress  include  such  statement. 

On  the  Litigation  Front: 
The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  and 
the  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  have 
taken  the  position  that  a  veteran  who  is 
fired  from  his  job  due  to  the  use  and  abuse 
of  alcohol  is  not  necessarily  protected  by 
the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act.  And 
while  this  Department  will  not  summarily 
deny  benefits  to  someone  suffering  from 
this  disease  if  he  or  she  is  making  a  bona 
fide  attempt  to  straighten  out  his  or  her 
life,  it  will  deny  or  suspend  benefits  to 
those  who  choose  not  to  take  advantage  of 
the  help  that  is  available. 

On  the  Lighter  Side: 
You  might  jump  to  the  conclusion  that 
Rep.  Jacobs,  above,  is  a  left-sided  brain 
enthusiast.  Not  true!  In  an  apparent  burst 
of  right-sided  brain  activity,  the  Hoosier 
Democrat  also  filed  a  H.R.  270  which 
would  make  "America  the  Beautiful"  the 
National  Anthem.  Now  if  Congress  passes 
a  bill  adopting  the  Ray  Charles  rendition 
as  the  official  one,  we  will  all  be  wearing 
shades  'cause  the  future  will  be  so-o-o-o 
bright!! 

♦  ♦♦ 


VA  RESPITE  CARE  PROGRAM 


The  Boston  VA  Medical  Center  is 
offering  a  respite  program  for 
one-week  stays  for  four  veterans 
at  a  time  with  neurological  or  medical 
conditions  such  as  stroke,  multiple 
sclerosis,  head  injury,  back  injury,  etc. 
This  program  allows  caregivers  some 


relief  of  stress  and  to  be  able  to  take 
care  of  their  own  needs. 

To  obtain  eligibility  requirements  and 
learn  more  about  the  program,  call 
(617)  232-9500,  ext.  5077. 

♦♦♦ 
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VETERANS'  PLATES 


Three-digit  veterans'  plates 
(Flag/Purple  Heart)  will  be  avail- 
able June  1,  1995.  Involvement 
in  veterans'  affairs  will  be  consid- 
ered. 

Flag:(101-200.  301-400,  501-600, 

701-800.  901-1000). 
Purple  Heart:  (201-301,  401-500, 

601-700,  801-900). 


Forward  information  to 
Robert  C.  McKean,  Director 
of  E.xtemal  Affairs,  100 
Cambridge  Street,  Room  1002, 
Boston,  MA  02202  at  (617) 
727-3578,  ext.  108: 

1 .  Letter  requesting  plate  type 
(Flag/Purple  Heart)  and 
number  (rank  choices  1-3). 

2.  CopyofDD214. 

3 .  Veterans'  afiFairs  involve::^ 
ment,  if  appropriate. 


EVENTS  OF  INTEREST  TO  VETERANS 


CUTMBACKS  ON  BURIAL 
Sb  HONORS 

The  federal  government  has  been  cutting 
corners  on  final  military  honors  ac- 
corded veterans,  and  some  veterans' 
families  are  up  in  arms. 

Instead  of  a  live  bugler  playing  a 
haunting  rendition  of  taps  that  would 
bring  tears  to  everyone,  some  veterans' 
families  are  luck>'  if  a  tape-recording  of 
the  eerie  farewell  is  played  on  a  boom 
box. 

Military  cutbacks  are  blamed  for 
silencing  the  rifle  squads  that  once  fired 
2 1  -gun  salutes  for  deceased  veterans. 
Honors  which  used  to  be  rendered  by  the 
individual  branches  of  the  armed 
services  are  often  no  longer  available,  in 
which  case  the  tape-recorded  version  of 
taps  is  available  on  request. 

The  belt-tightening  has  angered  many 
bereaved  who  expect  solemn  rites  but 
instead  witness  less  than  traditional 
decorum.  Traditionally,  military 
ftinerals  are  solemn  and  dignified,  with 
white-gloved  honor  guards  to  pay 
homage  to  the  dead.  Too  often,  however, 
there  are  no  honor  guards,  taps  are 
played  from  tapes,  there  are  no  gun 
salutes,  and  the  American  flags  given  to 
the  families  are  shoddily  handled. 

Active  duty  personnel  are  treated 
differently  from  veterans,  but  sometimes 
if  a  request  by  the  family,  through  the 
fiineral  director,  is  made  soon  enough, 
some  honors  might  be  arranged. 
Normally,  though,  only  those  who  die  on 
active  duty,  those  awarded  the  Medal  of 
Honor,  and  those  retired  from  the 
military  get  ftall  honors. 

Volunteers  from  local  posts  of  the 
veterans'  service  organizations,  like  the 
American  Legion,  the  VFW,  and  the 
DAV,  sometimes  provide  honor  guards. 
Their  availability,  however,  usually 
depends  upon  their  being  requested  early 
enough  to  enable  them  to  make  personal 
arrangements  to  participate. 

The  unhappy  result  is  that  proper  honors 
traditionally  accorded  in  the  past  are 
becoming  less  available  to  veterans 
today.  Seek  assistance  from  the 

local  veterans'  agent  who  should  be 
involved  in  coordination  among  the 
fiineral  director,  the  local  veterans' 
organizations,  and  nearby  military 
activities.  Early  arrangements  for 
honors,  preferably  before  the  time  of 
death,  is  the  best  way  to  avoid  disap- 
pointment.   ♦  ♦  ♦ 


March  29:  Massachusetts  Viet  Nam 
veterans  will  mark  the  20th  anniversary 
of  the  end  of  U.S.  involvement  in  South 
Vietnam.  The  program,  entitled 
"Vietnam  Veterans:  Then  and  Now, 
Personal  Accounts",  will  include  oral 
histories  and  music  honoring  all 
veterans  and  their  families.  The 
program  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
March  29,  1995,  at  11:00  a.m.  at  the 
Museum  of  Our  National  Heritage,  33 
Marrett  Road,  Lexington,  MA  (Route 
2A  East  off  Route  128). 

June  25:  Korean  War  Veterans  of 
Massachusetts  will  mark  the  45th 
anniversary  of  the  start  of  the  Korean 
War  on  Sunday,  June  25,  1995,  at  11:00 
a.m.  at  the  Massachusetts  Korean  War 
Monument,  Charlestown  Navy  Yard. 

July  24-27:  In  Washington,  D.C.,  July 
24-27  will  see  a  week-long  series  of 
events  leading  up  to  the  Thursday,  July 
27,  dedication  of  the  National  Korean 
War  Veterans  Monument  which  is 
across  the  reflecting  pool  from  the 
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Vietnam  Memorial  Wall. 

October  22:  Chris  Devlin,  President 
of  the  Peacekeepers,  will  hold  an 
observance  on  Sunday,  October  22, 
1995,  at  11:00  a.m.  at  the  Beirut 
Monument  at  Waterfront  Park  on 
Atlantic  Avenue  in  Boston  to  mark  the 
12  anniversary  of  the  terrorist  explo- 
sion at  the  USMC  Headquarters  in 
Beirut  in  1983. 

November  11:  The  traditional  annual 
Veterans  Day  observance  in  the  Hall  of 
Flags  in  the  State  House. 

November  11:  Boston  Deputy 
Commissioner  Tom  Lyon's  Semper  Fi 
Society  will  host  27  World  War  II 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 
recipients  at  a  gala  banquet  at  the 
Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium  on 
Veterans  Day  evening  Saturday, 
November  11,  1995. 

♦  ♦♦ 


PERSIAN  GULF  VETERANS 


GOVERNOR  WELD  SELECTS  A  PROMINENT 
VETERAN  TO  ATTEND  MASS  WHITE  HOUSE 
CONFERENCE  ON  AGING 


The  rise  of  the  elder  population 
in  America  has  prompted  The 
White  House  Conference  on 
Aging  Policy  Committee  to  hold  its 
fourth  conference  on  May  2-5,  1995. 
The  goal  of  the  Conference  is  to  re\  iew 
and  make  polic>  recommendations  from 
selected  delegates  throughout  the  coun- 
try who  have  some  background  in  the 
aging  arena.  The  final  Conference  re- 
port will  serve  as  a  model  for  action, 
legislation,  private  initiatives  and  gov- 
ernment strategies  affecting  aging 
Americans. 

Because  it  is  estimated  that  approxi- 
mately one  quarter  of  Massachusetts' 
residents  fifty-five  years  of  age  and  older 
are  veterans,  it  is  appropriate  that  vet- 


erans be  proportionately  repre- 
sented at  this  Conference.  In  this 
vein,  we  are  pleased  to  announce 
that  Governor  Weld  has  ap- 
pointed DVS'  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner Owen  McNamara  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Conference.  Mr. 
McNamara,  a  Vietnam  veteran, 
has  experience  with  Massachu- 
setts elder  care  systems  in  nurs- 
ing and  home  health  care. 

Their  valuable  contributions  will 
make  possible  a  successful  con- 
ference in  formulating  an  advan- 
tageous policy  for  the  decades  to 
come  to  meet  the  needs  of 
America's  aging  population. 


VA  TO  INSTALL  TOLL-FREE  PERSIAN  GULF  INFORMATION 
HELPLINE 


Source:  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 

Washington  -  The  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs  (VA)  is 
establishing  a  toll-free  number 
to  inform  Persian  Gulf  veterans  and  their 
families  of  available  medical  care  and 
other  benefits.  The  toll-free  information 
line,  1-800-PGW-VETS  (1-800-749- 
8387),  was  scheduled  to  be  activated  Feb. 
2,  1995.  The  toll-free  number  gives  them 
quick  access  to  timely  information. 


The  helpline,  headquartered  at  a  new 
Persian  Gulf  War  Information  Center  at 
the  St.  Louis  VA  Regional  Office,  is  staffed 
with  Persian  Gulf  War  benefit  specialists 
who  are  a\ailable  weekdays  from  7:30 


a.m.  to  8:30  p.m.  (CT).  The  helpline 
includes  a  series  of  recorded  messages 
that  will  enable  callers  to  obtain 
information  24  hours  a  day,  seven  days 
a  week. 

VA  also  is  providing  information  on  VA 
benefits,  medical  care  and  research, 
including  assistance  for  Persian  Gulf 
veterans,  on  an  electronic  bulletin  board 
system  available  24  hours  a  day.  VA- 
ONLINE  can  be  accessed  by  callers 
with  a  personal  computer  that  includes 
a  modem  and  a  communications 
package.  The  toll-free  number  for  the 
bulletin  board  is  1-800-871-8387. 


State  Update  -  The  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
administers  the  Persian  Gulf  Bonus 
Program.  Bonuses  of  $300  are  paid  to 
Reserve  and  National  Guard  personnel  who 
were  called  to  active  service  in  support  of 
Desert  Shield/Desert  Storm.  Bonuses  of 
$500  are  paid  to  Reserve,  National  Guard, 
and  active  dut>  personnel  (upon  separation) 
who  served  in  the  Persian  Gulf  theater  of 
operation  and  received  the  Southwest  Asia 
Service  Medal. 

Through  February  17,  1995,  the  Department 
of  Veterans'  Services  has  disbursed 
$2,046,000  to  4,697  veterans. 

Applications  for  bonuses  can  be  obtained 
from  local  Veterans'  Agents,  Outreach 
Centers,  or  the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services. 


EXPANDED  REEMPLOYMENT 
RIGHTS  LAW 


Source:  Oregon  Vets  News 


law  that  significantly  strengthens 
and  expands  the  reemployment 
.rights  of  all  uniformed  service 


members  has  been  signed  by  President 
Clinton. 

The  Uniformed  Serx  ices  Employment  and 
Reemployment  Rights  Act  of  1994 
(USERRA),  which  will  protect  more  than 
1.8  million  uniformed  military  service 
members,  was  signed  October  13.  Most 
provisions  of  the  law  will  go  into  effect  in 
60  days. 

Enforced  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's 
Veterans  Employment  and  Training  Service 
(VETS),  the  new  law  entitles  service 
personnel  to  return  to  their  civilian  employ- 
ment with  the  seniority,  status,  and  pay  they 
would  have  attained  had  they  been  continu- 
ously employed. 

(Contd.  on  page  7) 
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FLAG  FIRST  TO  HONOR  WAMPANOAG  VETERAN 

Source:  New  Bedford  Standard  Times 


Twenty-seven  years  ago,  Joseph 
Theodore,  Jr.,  of  the  American 
Legion  post  was  instrumental  in 
starting  a  Light  for 
Peace  campaign.  The 
American  Flag  in  front 
of  Cit>  Hall  was  first 
flown  on  the  evening  of 

February  15,  1968  with   

illumination  in  support 

of  this  country's  servicemen  in  Vietnam 

at  a  time  when  this  country's  involvement 

in  Southeast  Asia  had  created  a  spirit  of 

divisiveness. 

Through  Mr.  Theodore's  effort,  the 
practice  of  illuminating  the  flag  at  night 
spread  with  veterans  groups  supporting 
the  concept,  and  the  White  House  adopted 
the  practice  in  September  1970. 


577.  40  and  8,  and  the  Catholic  Order  of 
Foresters. 


Mr.  Theodore  said  the 
deteriorating  signs  atop  Old 
Glory  Tower  are  in  the 
process  of  being  replaced  by 
the  tower's  owner,  David 
Bancroft. 


EXPANDED  REEMPLOYMENT 

(Contd.  from  page  6) 

The  new  law: 


expands  the  anti-discrimination  protec- 
tion 


The  serviceman's  flag  that  flew  from  atop 
Old  Glory  tower  (during  November) 
honors  the  late  Thomas  Blake,  Jr.,  a 
member  of  the  Wampanoag  Indian  tribe 
and  World  War  II  veteran. 

The  flag  honoring  Mr.  Blake  is  the  285th 
flag  to  fly  from  the  patriotic  landmark 
overlooking  Route  195  in  the  North  End 
since  the  inception  of  the  custom  more 
than  23  years  ago. 

From  Mr.  Blake's  window,  he  could  see 
Old  Glory  flying  from  the  tower  every  day 
and  he  often  told  his  family  how  much  he 
enjoyed  seeing  Old  Glory,"  said  Joseph 
Theodore,  Jr.,  of  South  Dartmouth,  who 
began  the  flag-flying  tradition  and 
continues  to  coordinate  it. 

"Mr.  Blake's  son  asked  his  dad,  before  he 
passed  away,  if  he  would  like  to  have  his 
flag  flown  from  the  tower.  His  dad 
replied  that  he  would  be  honored." 

Mr.  Blake,  the  first  member  of  the 
Wampanoag  to  be  honored  with  a  flag 
flying  from  the  tower,  died  on  May  19, 
1994,  at  the  age  of  91.  The  World  War  II 
Army  veteran  was  a  member  of  New 
Bedford  Post  1,  American  Legion,  Voiture 


of  reserve  and  guard  members  in  hiring, 
retention,  and  advancement  on  the  basis 
of  their  military  obligation; 

requires  employers  to  make  reasonable 
efforts  to  retrain  or  upgrade  skills  to 
qualify  workers  for  reemployment; 

expands  health  care  and  employee 
benefit  pension  plan  coverage; 

extends  the  number  of  years  an  indi- 
vidual may  be  absent  for  military  duty; 
and 

improves  protections  for  disabled 
veterans  and  improves  enforcement 
mechanisms  for  service  members  who 
believe  their  reemployment  rights  have 
been  violated. 


Employers  and  service  members  in 
Massachusetts  with  specific  questions 
about  their  rights  and  obligations  under 
USERRA  should  contact  a  local  veterans' 
agent  or  call  1-800-442-2 VET,  or  your 
local  U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  Veterans 
Employment  and  Training  Service. 

♦♦♦ 


DVS  WELCOMES  NEW 
STAFF  MEMBERS 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that 
Donald  A  DcPina  has  been 
appointed  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner for  Operations.  Donald  has  been 
the  Veterans'  Agent  for  the  City  of  New 
Bedford  since  September,  1988.  His 
military  background  comprised  seven- 
teen years  service,  including  serving  as  a 
combat  veteran  in  Vietnam,  drill 
sergeant  at  Fort  Dix,  New  Jersey,  U.S. 
Army  recruiter,  and  first  sergeant. 

We  are  also  pleased  to  announce  that 
Robert  C.  McKean  has  been  appointed 
Director  of  External  Affairs.  Bob  comes 
from  the  State  Comptroller's  Office 
where,  since  1993,  he  assisted  in  the 
design,  development,  and  implementa- 
tion of  the  statewide  Payroll  Cost 
Reporting  System.  An  Air  Force  Viet 
Nam-era  veteran,  he  served  with  the 
Strategic  Air  Command  Elite  Honor 
Guard  in  Omaha  and  with  the  Presiden- 
tial Air  Force  Honor  Guard,  Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

We  are  pleased  to  have  them  aboard. 


VAMC  WOMEN  INFORMATION 


Source  Book:  VAMC  Information 


Boston  VAMC 

Women's  Health  Center:  (617)  278-4467 
150  S.  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02130 
Contact  Person .  Patricia  Robinson, 
LICSW,  Women  Vets  Coordinator 
Services:  Primary  and  preventive  care, 
gynecology,  cardiology,  neurology, 
urology,  HRT,  contraception,  PTSD 
evaluations  and  counseling,  psychophar- 
macology,  breast  health,  mammography, 
psychology,  and  social  work  services. 
Hours:  Monday-Friday  8:00  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m 
Outpatient  Clinics:  (1)  251  Causeway 
Street,  Boston,  (617)  248-1000  Gyn  clinic 
every  Tuesday. 

Contact  Person:  Peg  Thornton,  RNP  (2) 
130  Marshall  Road,  Lowell,  MA,  tel. 
#(508) 671-9000. 

BrocktonAVest  Roxbury  VAMC 

Women's  Preventive  Health  Clinic:  (508) 
583-4500,  x3480 

(Contd.  on  page  8) 


940  Belmont  Street,  Brockton,  MA  02401 
Contact  Person  .  Diane  Hamess-DiGloria, 
RN,  MS.  CS,  ext.  3767. 
Services.  Preventi\  e  medicine  and 
general  medical  care,  health  education, 
g)'necolog>'.  contraception,  HRT,  women's 
PTSD  program.  ps>cholog>,  social  work 
services,  mammograph)  at  W.  Roxburv,  VA. 
Hours:  Thursday  1-4  p.m..  Building  3, 
third  floor  medical  clinic. 

West  Roxbun  VAMC 

1400  VFW  Pri<>-.  West  RoxbuA.  MA  02132 
Contact  Person .  Diane  Hamess-DiGloria. 
RN.  MS.  CS.  (617)  323-7700. 
Services  Gynecology.  Mammography. 
Hours  First  and  third  Thursdays,  1-4  p.m. 

Bedford  VAMC 

Women's  Clinic:  (617)  275-7500  x528 
200  Spring  Road.  Bedford.  MA  01730 
Contact  Person .  Carol  Demers,  MAS 
Services.  GjTiecology,  pre\  entive  medi- 
cine, mammograms  at  Boston  VA. 
Hours.  Wednesday  mornings.  GYN 
clinic:  two  Monday  mornings  per  month. 


Worcester  OPC 

Tel.  #(508)  856-0104 

Contact  Person .  Tracey  Martin,  RN, 

ext.  7012. 

Services.  General  medical  care.  Gynecol- 
ogy, Mammography  at  West  Roxbury. 
Hours.  b>  appointment  only. 

Northampton  VAMC 

Priman  CareAVomen's  Health 
42 1  Main  Street,  Northampton,  MA  01060 
Northampton:  (413)  582-3010 
Springfield  (413)  785-0301 
Pittsfield  (413)  499-2672 

Mental  Health  Clinic  (individual  and 
group  Psychotherapy):  (413)582-3022 

Veterans  Community  Care  Centers: 
Northampton:  (413)  582-3079 
Pittsfield:  (413)  499-2672 
Springfield  (413)  732-9966 

Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program: 
(413)  582-3048 


Post  Traumatic  Stress  Disorder  Treat- 
ment: (413)  582-3053,  ext.  2667 

Home  Health  Services:  Marie  Calderone- 
Kelly,  RN  (413)  584-4040  ext.  2236 

Women  Veterans  Coordinator:  (413)  584- 
4040,  ext.  2240 


DVS  encourages  you  to  submit,  for 
possible  publication,  veteran-  related 
articles,  stories,  and  information  that 
might  be  of  interest  to  our  readers. 
Send  this  information  to  Robert  C. 
McKean,  Director  of  E.xtemal 
Affairs,  Department  of  Veterans' 
Ser\'ices,  100  Cambridge  Street, 
Room  1002,  Boston,  MA  02202,  or 
fax  it  to  (617)  727-5903. 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Sen  ices 

100  Cambridge  Street,  Room  1002 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 
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VETERANS'  DAY  1995 

By:  Robert  McKean 

On  Saturday,  November  1 1,  1995, 
the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  commemorated  Veterans' 
Day  -  which  was  also  the  77th  anniver- 
sary of  the  armistice  signing  in  1918  that 
ended  World  War  1.  The  ceremony  took 
place  in  the  Hall  of  Flags  at  the  State 
House  in  Boston.  At  the  same  time,  all 
across  our  nation  ceremonies  honored 
American  veterans  who  fought  and  died  in 
the  cause  of  freedom  for  all.  There  have 
been  many  conflicts  waged  since  Novem- 
ber 11,  1918,  and  many  service  men  and 
women  have  answered  the  call  of  their 
nation  and  have  served.  We  take  time  on 
this  special  occasion  to  say  "Thank  You" 
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to  our  nation's  veterans  and  reflect  on  the 
fact  that  we  are  indeed  free  today 
becnuse  xhsy  fought. 

This  year's  ceremony  also  marked  the 
official  end  of  the  nation's  four  year 
commemoration  of  World  War  II. 

Thomas  J.  Hudner,  Jr.,  Commissioner  of 
Veterans'  Services,  served  as  master  of 
ceremonies  and  delivered  a  welcome  that 


gave  the  audience  an  opportunity  to  take 
the  time  to  reflect  on  the  tradition  and 
meaning  of  Veterans'  Day. 

Governor  William  F.  Weld  delivered  his 
welcome  and  the  Veterans'  Day 
Proclamation,  which  he  presented  to 
Arthur  L.  Smith,  State  Commander  of 
the  American  Legion.  Alfred  Temple, 
State  Commander,  AMVETS,  led  the 
assembly  in  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

This  year's  Veterans'  Day  address  was 
delivered  by  Everett  P.  Pope,  a  native  of 
Milton,  Mass,  who  served  in  the  U.S. 
Marine  Corps  from  1941  through  1946 
and  again  in  1950-1951,  completing  his 
service  with  the  rank  of  Major.  He  was 


awarded  the  Medal  of  Honor  for 
conspicuous  gallantry  during  the  battle  of 
Peleliu. 

This  year's  ceremony  also  noted  the  first 
area  performance  by  the  U.S.  Military 
Academy  Band  from  West  Point,  N.Y. 
Under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
David  Deitrick,  it  gave  this  year's 
ceremony  professionalism  and  music 
selections  that  bestowed  honor  on  the 


Commonwealth's  Veterans.  The 
invocation  was  given  by  Reverend  Charles 
J.  McCoy,  Marine  veteran  of  World  War  II 
and  a  Navy  Chaplain  veteran  of  the 
Vietnam  war,  while  the  benediction  was 
delivered  by  Reverend  James  Rogers,  a 
Marine  veteran  of  World  War  II. 

Other  participants  at  this  year's  ceremony 
included  the  Princemen  Chorus,  Honor 
Guards  from  the  Ancient  &  Honorable 
Artillery  Company,  272nd  Field  Artillery 
Battalion,  West  Roxbury  High  School 
Junior  NROTC,  Color  Guards  of  the 
Armed  Forces,  the  USS  Constitution 
Color  Guard,  Maureen  Dunn  of  the 

(Contd.  on  page  2) 


BG  Kenneth  Peterson,  MAANG;  MG  Peter  Cleeg,  US AR;  MG  Raymond  Vezina,  MAARNG;  James  E.  Svvett, 
Medal  of  Honor  Recipient;  Everett  Pope,  Medal  of  Honor  Recipient  &  Keynote  Speaker;  Governor  William  F 
Weld;  Commissioner  Thomas  J.  Hudner;  Fr.  Charles  McCoy,  USMC  Veteran  of  WWII. 
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COMMISSIONER'S  COLUMN 


Dear  Fellow  Veterans, 

Another  year  has  passed,  and  with 
it,  the  formal  end  of  the  com- 
memoration of  the  50th  Anniver- 
sar>  of  World  War  II. 

This  year's  observance  of  Veterans'  Day 
in  the  State  House  Hall  of  Flags  high- 
lighted the  final  phases  of  the  war  in  the 
Pacific  prior  to  the  defeat  of  Japan, 
which  marked  the  end  of  history  's  most 
devastating  war.  Our  keynote  speaker 
was  Medal  of  Honor  recipient  Everett 
Pope,  a  Marine  Corps  participant  in  the 
savage  battle  of  Peleliu,  and  both 
chaplains  who  delivered  the  observance's 
invocation  and  benediction  were  Marine 
Corps  veterans  of  the  fierce  Pacific 
Island  battles. 

Special  guests  were  seventeen  surviving 
Marine  Corps  Medal  of  Honor  recipients 
from  all  our  nation's  wars  who  were  in 
Boston  for  a  special  observance  of  the 
Marine  Corps  birthday,  which  was  on 
November  10. 

The  ke\  note  speaker,  the  chaplains,  the 
Marine  guests,  and  without  exception,  all 
other  veterans  participating  in  the 
ceremonies  were  eloquent  in  their 
descriptions  of  sacrifices  made  by  our 
fighting  men  against  a  vicious  foe. 

These  ceremonies  such  as  our  Veterans' 
Day  commemoration  are  not  for  the  self- 
aggrandizement  of  their  participants  who 
have  seen  service  in  defense  of  our 
nation  and  freedom  ever>'where.  They 
are  to  remind  our  citizens  of  the  tremen- 
dous price  we  have  paid,  and  will  have  to 
continue  to  pay,  for  our  way  of  life  envied 
by  peoples  the  world  over. 

My  generation  lived  through  those  times 
so  critical  to  the  ver\  existence  of  the  free 
world,  and  we  are  expected  to  know  our 
historv .  But  experience  proves  we  must 
constantly  be  reminded  of  it.  What  is 
distressing  is  that  generations  following 
mine  are  not  being  adequately  taught  our 
histon,',  and  as  a  result,  they  cannot 
knowledgeably  participate  in  serious 
debate  and  make  decisions  affecting  our 
security  during  these  days  of  world 
unrest.  Those  ceremonies  serve  both  to 
remind  and,  in  a  small  way,  to  teach. 

Most  Americans  are  deeply  concerned 
about  the  deployment  of  U.S.  troops  to 
Bosnia.  There  are  extreme  differences  of 
opinion  between  those  supporting  the 
deployment  of  our  troops  and  those 
opposing  it.  Everyone  shares  the  same 


concern,  however:  the^ 
safety  of  our  troops  in  a  volatile  environ- 
ment with  a  history  of  ethnic  and 
nationalistic  fighting  and  factionalism 
going  back  for  centuries. 

America's  world  leadership  role  won't 
allow  her  to  ignore  the  Bosnian  problem 
~  nor  should  it— but  our  troops  can't  be 
sent  there  without  every  reasonable 
precaution  being  taken  to  avoid  their 
being  exposed  to  unnecessary  risk.  Only 
after  the  mission  of  the  peacekeeping 
force  is  made  perfectly  clear,  rules  of 
engagement  and  operating  authorities  are 
established,  support  from  our  allies  has 
been  assured,  we  are  certain  of  the 
seriousness  of  intent  of  the  warring 
parties  to  attain  peace,  and  a  viable  plan 
for  extricating  our  forces  and  equipment 
has  been  drawn  up  and  approved  can  we 
fully  commit  our  forces. 

Such  decisions  are  among  the  most 
difficult  that  can  be  made  by  a  president. 
We  should  neither  impede  him  from 
taking  responsible  actions  in  our  and  the 
free  world's  best  interests  nor  tolerate 
conditions  in  which  our  troops  are 
threatened  with  little  hope  of  success  in 
their  mission.  With  the  implementation 
of  troop  deployment  imminent  at  this 
writing,  we  can  hope  for  success  which 
will  mean  peace  in  that  troubled  area. 

We  as  veterans  have  "been  there"  and 
deserve  to  be  heard  on  matters  involving 
use  of  our  armed  forces;  make  your  views 
known.  Your  opinions  are  important. 

We  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services  send  to  all  of  you 
warm  holiday  greetings  and  hopes  for 
continuing  peace  in  the  years  to  come. 


U.S.  Military  Academy 
Band  Performance 


VETERANS'  DAY  (Contd.  from  page  1 ) 

National  League  of  POW/MIA  Families, 
representatives  of  the  State  Commanders 
and  Auxiliary  Presidents,  Gold  Star 
Mothers  and  Wives,  SFC  Richard 
Erickson  who  served  as  the  announcer, 
and  Major  James  E.  McDuffie  who 
served  as  Officer  of  the  Day. 

We  thank  the  entire  cast  of  individuals 
who  assisted  in  helping  to  make  the  1995 
Veterans'  Day  ceremony  a  complete 
success. 


By;  Robert  McKean 


On  Veterans'  Day,  Saturday,  Novem- 
ber 1 1,  1995,  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services  in 
conjunction  with  The  NYNEX  Veterans' 
Advisory  Board  and  The  Berklee  College  of 
Music  presented  the  U.  S.  Military  Acad- 
emy Band  from  West  Point,  New  York  who 
conducted  an  "America"  concert  at  the 
Berklee  Performance  Center,  Boston. 

Approximately  1000  individuals  attended 
the  free  concert  and  were  treated  to  a 
premier  concert  by  45  professional  musi- 
cians who  are  members  of  the  Academy 
Band.  Led  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  David  H. 
Deitrick,  Commander/Conductor,  the 
orchestra  performed  a  wide  selection  of 
musical  selections  that  had  the  entire 
audience  spellbound. 

The  Orchestra  began  the  concert  with  a 
tribute  to  our  country  by  playing  the 
National  Anthem,  followed  by  selections 
with  a  military  march  flavor.  They 
showcased  many  soloists  from  the  band, 
including  SFC  Robert  Smither  who 
performed  the  Hellcat  Concerto.  A 
member  of  the  audience  stated  that  "SFC 
Smither  made  his  bugle  seem  to  talk  to  the 
entire  crowd.  I  have  never  seen  such  a 
wonderful  performance  by  an  individual 
playing  a  bugle."  Other  featured  soloists 
included  SGM  John  Sartoris  &  SSG  Greg 
Alley  on  trumpets,  SFC  Joseph  Mariany  on 
clarinet,  SSG  Dana  Kimble  on  xylophone 
and  SSG  Gerald  Gates  who  performed  on 
tuba  in  a  way  that  made  the  audience 
believe  that  he  was  playing  a  trumpet. 

The  orchestra  played  perennial  favorites 
that  included  "Swing  Kings,"  "In  the 
Mood."  "American  Pageant,"  "Stars  and 
Stripes,"  and  the  service  medleys  in  honor 
of  those  military  veterans  in  attendance, 
along  with  a  host  of  other  musical 
favorites. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  concert,  those 
attending  were  treated  to  four  encore 
selections  by  the  orchestra.  The  audience 
did  not  want  the  concert  to  end  its 
performance  and  continued  to  give  the 
band  a  standing  ovation. 

The  State  Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
sincerely  thanks  all  the  individuals  who 
helped  make  the  evening's  performance  a 
memorable  occasion.  We  hope  to  bring  the 
U.S.  Military  Academy  Band  back  to 
Boston  in  the  near  future. 
(Contd.  on  page  4) 


VETERANS  HELPING  VETERANS 
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I  or  many  years,  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
(DVS)  has  provided  funding  to 
veterans'  organizations  that  provide 
assistance  to  veterans  of  the  Armed 
Services.  Veterans'  Agents  and  Outreach 
Centers  provide  counseling  and  short- 
term  financial  assistance  for  veterans  in 
crisis. 

In  1992,  DVS  became  an  advocate  for 
adequate  housing  for  veterans.  The  first 
step  was  to  invite  non-profit  veterans' 
organizations  to  join  DVS  on  a  Housing 
Advisory  Board  (HAB).  Together,  the 
HAB  agreed  to  meet,  formulate  policy, 
and  implement  housing  programs. 

DVS  and  the  Housing  Advisory  Board 
quickly  began  to  focus  on  the  most 
urgent  need  —  to  provide  for  homeless 
veterans.  Without  a  safe  environment 
with  supportive  housing  and  supportive 
services,  many  veterans  could  not  break 
the  cycle  of  homelessness  and  move  on  to 
jobs  and  permanent  housing. 

The  early  advocacy  has  evolved  into  a 
network  of  veterans  who  provide  services 
and  housing,  drawing  on  the  services  and 
housing  that  exist  and  strengthening  the 
network  of  providers.   We  call  this 
network  a  continuum  of  care,  which  has 
four  components: 

1.  Homeless  Prevention: 

DVS  supports  nine  Outreach  Centers  in 
every  region  of  the  state.  It  also  provides 
emergency  financial  assistance  to  certain 
needy  veterans  through  Veterans'  Agents 
appointed  for  every  one  of  the 
Commonwealth's  351  cities  and  towns. 
Agents  provide  assistance  to  veterans 
who  have  serious  temporary  financial 
difficulties,  usually  caused  by  loss  of 
employment. 

2.  Emergency  Shelters: 

Emergency  shelters  run  by  veterans  for 
homeless  veterans  provide  a  safe  envi- 
ronment with  a  bed  for  the  night,  two 
meals,  bathing  facilities,  basic  clothing, 
medical  assessment,  assistance  with 
identifying  income  support,  and  housing 
counseling  to  move  out  of  the  shelter. 
Shelters  also  obtain  services  from  outside 
agencies,  such  as  the  VA,  the  Mass. 
Departments  of  Public  and  Mental 
Health  and  Alcoholics  Anonymous. 
DVS  supports  three  emergency  shelters 
run  by  veterans  that  provide  over  170 
beds  for  homeless  veterans: 
The  Central  Mass  Shelter  in  Worcester, 
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The  Veterans '  Association 
of  Southeast  Massachusetts  in  New  Bedford, 
and  Vietnam  Veterans '  Workshop,  Inc.  in 
downtown  Boston. 

3.  Transitional  Housing: 

Transitional  housing  is  appropriate  for 
homeless  veterans  once  they  have  some 
degree  of  stability.  Often  referred  to  as  a 
Single  Room  Occupancy  facility  (SRO), 
transitional  housing  is  usually  a  place  where 
the  veteran  has  his/her  own  room  and 
shares  meals  and  some  housekeeping 
responsibilities.  It  provides  shelter  to 
homeless  veterans  who  are  ready  to  take 
some  control  over  their  lives.  Intensive  case 
management  makes  the  system  work.  In 
federally-funded  transitional  housing, 
residents  may  stay  for  up  to  24  months. 
During  that  time,  the  goal  is  to  get  the 
veteran  ready  for  work  and  move  to  perma- 
nent housing. 

Services  provided  to  the  residents  usually 
include:  screening;  security;  transportation; 
health  and  mental  health  services;  food  and 
nutrition  programs;  individual  and  family 
crisis  counseling;  drug  and  alcohol  counsel- 
ing; job  training  and  education;  housing 
counseling  including  budgeting;  house- 
cleaning;  how  to  do  minor  maintenance  and 
repairs;  and  tenant  rights  and  responsibili- 
ties. In  addition  to  the  counseling  that  is 
provided  by  the  Outreach  Centers,  services 
are  provided  by  outside  agencies  such  as 
the  Massachusetts  Departments  of  Mental 
and  Public  Health,  AA,  and  other  communi- 
ty-based agencies.  In  1995,  DVS  began  to 
work  with  the  VA  to  provide  staff  at  the 
SROs. 

DVS-Supported  Transitional  Housing 
includes:  Montachusetts  Veterans '  Out- 
reach Center  in  Gardner;  Nam  Vets  of  the 
Cape  and  Islands  Outreach  Center  in 
Hyannis;  Southeastern  Mass  Veterans 
Housing  Program,  Inc.  in  New  Bedford; 
Vietnam  Veterans '  Workshop,  Inc.  in 
downtown  Boston;  and  Veterans '  Benefits 
Clearinghouse  in  the  Roxbury  district  of 
Boston. 

In  the  next  year,  five  new  transitional 
facilities  for  140  veterans  will  open: 
Holyoke  Soldiers '  Home  in  Holyoke;  Puerto 
Rican  Veterans '  Center  in  Springfield; 
Northeast  Outreach  Center  in  Haverhill; 
Veterans '  Benefit  Clearinghouse  in 
Roxbury;  and  The  Vietnam  Veterans 
Workshop  in  Boston. 

4.  Permanent  Housing: 

For  a  homeless  veteran  to  move  to  perma- 


nent housing,  he/she  needs  the  same 
support  services  that  are  available  in 
shelters  and  transitional  housing.  Help 
must  be  a  phone  call  away  to  another 
veteran  who  can  intervene  when  a 
veteran  relapses.  DVS  has  proposed 
funding  case  management  capacity  at 
every  Outreach  Center  to  assist  former 
residents  in  permanent  housing. 
Veterans'  Agents  can  also  provide  that 
kind  of  assistance  to  other  veterans  in 
their  community. 

There  is  little  permanent  housing  for 
veterans  run  by  veterans  in  Massachu- 
setts: 

American  Legion  Post  152:  American 
Legion  Post  152  has  just  completed 
reconstruction  of  an  old  historic  tavern 
in  Williamstown  as  a  boarding  house 
for  veterans. 

Veterans '  Benefits  Clearinghouse: 
VBC  operates  VBC  Apartments, 
Boston.  The  units  are  always  full 
indicating  how  great  the  need  is  for 
permanent  housing  for  veterans. 

The  major  source  of  public  housing  is 
the  more  than  13,000  units  of  state- 
funded  Chapter  200  Veterans'  Housing 
located  statewide.  Very  few  veterans 
currently  live  in  Chapter  200  Veterans' 
Housing.  State  tenant  selection 
regulations  have  unfortunately  limited 
absolute  veterans'  preference  to 
Chapter  200  housing  at  this  time. 

DVS  will  continue  to  promote  the 
continuum  of  care  for  veterans.  New 
links  are  forged  constantly.  The  VA 
Hospital  system  has  recently  joined  to 
provide  health  services  at  Outreach 
Centers  and  in  transitional  housing. 
The  Department  of  Elder  Affairs  has 
offered  to  fund  a  case  manager  at  the 
house  for  older  veterans.  DVS  will 
continue  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
the  continuum  of  care  until  the 
housing  needs  of  veterans  is  met. 

Detailed  information  on  veterans' 
housing  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Richard  Farley  of  the  DVS  staff,  (617) 
727-3578,  xl  13.  ♦♦♦ 


MILITARY  RETIREE  PAY 
PROBLEMS 

The  toll-free  telephone  numbers  for  military 
retiree  pay  problems  are: 

Army:  1  -800-428-2290,  Air  Force,  Navy  & 
Marine  Corps:  1-800-321-1080,  Coast 
Guard:  1-800-772-8724. 
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MILITARY  ACADEMY  BAND 

(Contd.  from  page  2) 

For  those  who  would  like  to  know  more 
about  the  band,  its  schedule  of 
performances,  etc.,  please  contact  the 
Department  of  External  Affairs,  DVS, 
100  Cambridge  Street,  Room  1002, 
Boston,  MA  02202  or  call  617-727-3578 
X  108.  ♦♦♦ 


LOUISIANA  DESERT  SHIELD/ 
DESERT  STORM  BONUS 

Published  at  the  Request  of  Emie  P.  Broussard, 
Exec.  Dir.,  Louisiana  Oept.  of  Veterans  Affairs 

A     ct  12  (Section  20-8xxx)  of  the 
/\   1991  Regular  Legislative  Session, 
/   \State  of  Louisiana,  authorized  the 
paymem  of  a  bonus  to  Louisiana  citizens 
who  served  as  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  and  Coast  Guard  in  Operation 
Desert  Shield/Desert  Storm.  Eligibility 
for  the  bonus  is  restricted  to  include  only 
those  persons  who  served  in  the  Desert 
Shield/Desert  Storm  Theater  of  Operations 
between  the  dates  of  August  2,  1990  and 
April  11,  1991,  and  received  or  is  eligible 
to  receive  the  Southwest  Asia  Service 
Medal.  Bonuses  are  also  paid  to  certain 
survivors  of  individuals  who  died  as  a 
resuh  of  service  in  Desert  Shield/Desert 
Storm  or  who  died  of  unrelated  causes 
prior  to  applying  for  the  bonus.  The 
ending  date  for  the  bonus  is  April  1 1, 
1996.  A  claim  must  be  filed  in  writing 
and  received  by  the  bonus  division  on  or 
before  April  1 1,  1996  in  order  to  receive  a 
bonus  payment. 

Individuals  needing  information,  assis- 
tance, or  bonus  applications  should 
contact  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs,  Bonus  Division,  P.O. 
Box  94095,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70804- 
9095;  telephone  number  (504)  922-0500. 


HOW  DO  I  GET  COPIES  OF 
MY  MILITARY  RECORDS? 

Call  or  visit  your  veterans'  agents  at  the 
city  or  town  hall  and  ask  him/her  to  fill 
out  a  VA  Form  180  requesting  your 
discharge  records,  DD214,  or  a  reissue 
of  your  medals.  This 
process  is  easy  and  free 


PERSIAN  GULF  HOTLINE 


As  an  update  to  our  last  spring  is- 
sue, the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Affairs  has  installed  an  informa- 
tion hotline  for  Persian  Gulf  veterans  with 
inquiries  regarding  disabilities,  claims, 
medical  treatment,  and  access  to  USDVA 
claims  staff  That  number  is  1-800-PGW- 
VETS. 

The  new  federal  regulations  specify  that 
Persian  Gulf  veterans  may  be  eligible  for 
service-connected  compensation  under 
the  following  conditions: 

1 .  Must  have  chronic  disabilities  result- 
ing from  undiagnosed  illnesses  that  be- 
came manifest  during  service  in  the 
Southwest  Asian  theater  or  within  two 
years  of  that  service.  Only  13  undiag- 
nosed illnesses  are  currently  included  for 
compensation,  but  not  limited  to:  Fatigue, 
skin  disorders,  headache,  muscle  pain, 
joint  pain,  neurological  signs  or  symp- 
toms, respiratory  disorders,  sleep  distur- 


THANK  A  VETERAN 

—By  Rob  Heenan,  TGN,  1 1/1 1/95 

Have  you  hugged  a  veteran  today? 
If  you  haven't  you  should.  Today 
is  one  day  a  year  we  set  aside  for 
veterans  who  are  still  with  us.  We  have 
Memorial  Day  for  those  who  have  gone, 
but  today  we  can  say  thank  you  to 
someone  who  helped  make  this  country 


Too  often  we  take  the  sacrifice  of  others 
too  lightly.  In  the  Gulf  War,  we  watched 
the  war  on  television;  it  was  surreal.  We 
never  really  appreciated  the  fact  that  the 
people  in  the  military  could  have  been 
hit  by  a  chemical  warhead  SCUD  at  any 
time.  We  joke  about  the  war  being  over 
in  100  hours,  but  the  sacrifices  made 
were  still  great. 

We  also  seem  to  have  forgotten  about 
some  of  the  World  War  II  and  Korean 
War  veterans.  Everyone  remembers 
Pearl  Harbor  and  D-Day,  but  there  were 
plenty  of  days  in  between  when  our 
soldiers  risked  life  and  limb  for  this 
country— usually  voluntarily. 

Many  Vietnam  War  veterans  didn't  have 
a  choice  about  going  into  the  military— 
they  were  drafted.  But  they  went  in, 
served  their  country,  and  returned  home. 
Most  didn't  get  a  hero's  welcome.  Most 
came  home  only  to  their  family  and  close 
friends. 


bances,  gastrointestinal  disorders,  cardio- 
vascular disorders,  abnormal  weight  loss, 
or  menstrual  disorders. 

2.  A  disability  is  considered  chronic  only 
if  it  exists  for  at  least  six  months. 

The  DVA  will  reopen  previously  denied 
Gulf  War  compensation  claims  and  veter- 
ans are  urged  to  file  claims,  if  they  have 
not  already  done  so.  Compensation  rates 
currently  range  from  $89  for  a  10%  dis- 
ability to  $1,823  for  a  disability  rated  at 
100%. 

To  contact  the  nearest  USDVA  regional  of- 
fice for  information  and  assistance,  call  1- 
800-827-1000. 


They 
went  to 
war 

because 
their 
country 
asked 

them  to,  _   .       .     JjT  T  ; 

not  because  they  wanted  to  be  there.  They 
went  to  war  because  their  government  told 
them  that  the  United  States  needed  to  fight 
in  Vietnam,  not  because  they  wanted  to. 
They  went  to  war  because  they  believed 
that  when  your  country  needs  you,  you  are 
there  to  help.  And  when  they  came  back 
from  doing  their  duty,  there  were  no 
parades.  There  were  no  celebrations. 
There  was  nothing  but  anger  for  men  who 
fought  a  war  half  a  world  away  for  a  cause 
they  knew  nothing  about. 

And  now,  we  have  Robert  McNamara, 
former  secretary  of  defense  for  Presidents 
Kennedy  and  Johnson  and  the  man 
responsible  for  our  policies  in  Vietnam, 
saying  that  he  was  mistaken.  What  a  great 
thing  to  say  to  all  of  the  veterans  that 
fought  in  Vietnam. 

Their  lives  were  changed  forever,  but 
Robert  McNamara  says  that  the  whole 
episode  was  a  mistake.  He  was  in  Vietnam 
this  week  and  he  says  it  is  a  very  nice 
place.  Well,  it  would  have  been  a  lot  nicer 
if  tens  of  thousands  of  American  soldiers 
didn't  lose  their  lives  there,  Mr.  McNamara. 
(Contd.  on  page  6) 


WOMEN  VETERANS 

A  LONG  TRADITION  of  SERVICES 
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Ihere  are  over  25,000  women 
veterans  in  Massachusetts.  This 
is  4%  of  the  total  veteran 
population.  At  the  current  rate  of 
enlistment,  it  is  projected  that  10%  of 
the  veterans  will  be  women  within  the 
next  decade. 

The  tradition  of  women  volunteering  to 
serve  began,  right  here,  in  Massachu- 
setts. Over  200  years  ago,  Deborah 
Samson  disguised  herself  as  a  man  to 
join  the  Massachusetts  Regiment  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army.  During  and  after 
battles,  she  treated  her  own  wounds  to 
avoid  detection.  As  a  result  of  her 
commitment  to  fight  for  an  ideal  and 
resist  tyranny,  Deborah  Samson  became 
the  first  woman  in  America  to  serve  in 
the  military  service. 

Because  of  the  relatively  small  number 
of  women  veterans,  services  for  women 
in  the  past  were  marginal.  With  the 
passage  of  the  Women  Veterans  Health 
Program  Act  of  1992  came  a  mandate  to 
improve  health  care  service  to  women 
veterans,  including  priority  counseling 
for  sexual  trauma  and  related  health 
issues. 

Veterans  are  very  uncomfortable  talking 
about  sexual  assault  now,  and  even 
wonder  if  they  can,  or  if  it  would 
matter.  Yet,  these  women  know  that 
they  have  "not  felt  the  same"  since  it 
occurred.  We  encourage  veterans  to 
seek  the  help  for  which  they  are 
entitled.  Health  care  professionals  are 
sensitive  to  the  experience  of  sexual 
assault  and  the  impact  it  can  have  on  a 
victim's  physical  and  emotional  health. 
Services  are  now  available  on  a  confi- 
dential, priority  basis  for  women 
veterans. 

The  long  tradition  of  honorable  service 
demands  that  women  veterans  receive 
the  respect,  care,  and  honor  they  have 
earned  for  themselves  and  their  country. 
All  veterans  should  continue  to  monitor 


By:  Richard  Earley 


the  progress  of  the  women  veterans  health 
care  system. 

Contacts  for  Women  Veterans: 

The  Women  Veterans'  Center  in  Worces- 
ter, MA,  Jo-Ann  Grant,  Case  Manager, 
(508)  791-5348,  VA  Women  Veterans 
Coordinator  at  the  nearest  VA  medical 
center,  VA  Vet  Center,  or  VA  regional 
office,  1-800-827-1000. 


VIETNAM  RETURNS  FOUR 
MORE  MIA  BODIES  TO  U.S. 

Source:  STARS  and  STRJPES,  1 1/95 
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"anoi,  Vietnam  (Reuter)  -  Vietnam 
has  returned  four  bodies  thought 
-to  be  those  of  American  service- 
men reported  missing  in  action  during  the 
Vietnam  War,  a  U.S.  military  spokes- 
woman said  22  November. 

Lili  Dawidowicz,  operations  officer  for  a 
U.S.  detachment  trying  to  locate  MIA 
bodies  with  the  help  of  the  Vietnamese 
government,  said  the  remains  were 
handed  over  to  U.S.  authorities  21 
November  and  had  been  flown  to  Hawaii 
for  identification. 

"Four  sets  of  remains  were  repatriated 
yesterday.  They  were  recovered  from  our 
sites  during  excavations  in  four  different 
locations  in  northern  Vietnam," 
Dawidowicz  told  Reuters. 

The  remains  were  collected  during  the 
38th  U.S.  Vietnam  search  and  jointly 
examined  17  November,  she  said. 

More  than  2,600  U.S.  servicemen  were 
reported  MIA  after  the  Vietnam  War, 
which  ended  in  1975. 


DISCOUNT  MOVIE  TICKETS  for 
MASSACHUSETTS  VETERANS 
Love  the  Movies,  Hate  the  Price? 

By:  Robert  McKean 

n  accordance  with  the  Department  of 
External  Affairs'  continued  in- 
terest in  finding  opportunities 
for  veterans  in  their  communities,  the  De- 
partment of  Veterans'  Services,  in  con- 
junction with  Sony  Theaters,  is  looking 
into  a  discount  ticket  promotion  op- 
portunity for  the  Commonwealth's  Veter- 
ans. 

The  Sony  "Passport"  Tickets  would  be 
available  to  all  Massachusetts  veterans  at 
a  cost  of  $4.50  per  ticket— a  discount  of 
over  30%  from  the  current  box  office 
price.  These  tickets  are  valid  at  all  Sony 
Theaters  (900  screens)  nationwide.  The 
tickets  are  valid  for  one  calendar  year 
from  date  of  purchase  (opportunity  to 
purchase  tickets  as  gifts).  A  system  of 
distribution  of  these  tickets  (could  be  on 
consignment)  will  have  to  be  established. 
One  suggestion  is  to  have  a  block  of  tick- 
ets consigned  to  veteran's  organizations 
within  the  state  and/or  veteran's  agents. 
The  tickets  would  be  sold  to  veterans  and 
the  funds  returned  to  Sony  Theaters. 
When  additional  tickets  are  needed,  Sony 
Theaters  would  then  replenish  the  supply. 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  is 
looking  for  interest  from  the  veterans' 
community  in  this  discount  movie  ticket 
promotion.  Please  contact  Bob  McKean, 
Department  of  External  Affairs,  100 
Cambridge  Street,  Room  1002,  Boston, 
MA  02202  or  call  617-727-3578  X  108 
with  your  comments.  If  there  is  enough 
interest  in  this  promotion  we  will  follow 
through  with  Sony  Corporation  officials. 


According  to  Dawidowicz,  remains  of  415 
U.S.  MIAs  have  been  recovered  and 
identified  over  the  last  decade,  mostly  in 
Vietnam  or  neighboring  Laos.  Of  the 
identified  bodies,  70  have  been  found  by 
the  joint  U.S.  -  Vietnamese  search  teams 
which  were  first  set  up  in  1992. 

The  U.S.  Defense  Department  said  last 
week  that  2,202  servicemen  were  still 
missing  from  the  Vietnam  war. 

♦  ♦♦ 
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U.S.  WWII  VETERANS  ELIGIBLE  for 
RUSSIAN  MEDAL 


The  Embassy  of  Russia  has  an- 
nounced that  it  is  now  accepting 
applications  from  qualified  U.S. 
veterans  for  the  medal,  "The  50th  Anniver- 
sary of  the  Victory  in  the  Great  Patriotic 
War(W.W.II)." 

This  commemorative  medal  is  being  made 
available  by  the  Russian  government  to  the 
veterans  of  the  U.S.  Merchant  marine,  U.S. 
Navy,  the  U.S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  and 
other  U.S.  Armed  Forces  services  who 
participated  in  operations  bringing  war 
supplies  to  the  Soviet  Union  by  way  of  the 
Barents  Sea,  the  Persian  Gulf,  the  Black 
Sea,  or  the  Sea  of  Okhotsk  during  World 
War  II. 

To  apply  for  this  medal,  veterans  must  sub- 
mit a  typed  or  clearly  printed  request  to: 
Embassy  of  Russia 
Attn.:  Mr.  Yuri  Menshikov 

1125  16th  Street,  NW 
Washington,  D.  C.  20036 

The  following  information  is  required: 

1.  The  veteran's  full  name,  date  of  birth 
and  current  mailing  address. 

2.  A  full  copy  of  the  veteran's  discharge 
papers-DD  214  (Certificate  of  Release 
or  Discharge  from  active  duty,  Notice  of 
Separation  from  U.S.  Naval  Service  or 
another  comparable  document). 

3.  The  date  and  a  brief  description  of  the 
operation(s)  in  which  the  veteran  served 
and  what  he/she  did. 

The  Embassy  will  also  accept  application 
along  with  appropriate  information  for  this 
medal  from  the  next  of  kin  of  deceased 
veterans.  The  average  time  to  process  a 
request  is  9  to  12  weeks.  Following  this, 
the  medal  will  be  mailed  to  the  veteran  by 
certified  mail.  While  the  medals  are  being 
awarded  at  no  cost  to  the  recipient,  it  would 
be  appreciated  if  each  applicant  would 
enclose  with  his/her  application  a  check  or 
money  order  in  the  sum  of  three  dollars 
($3.00)  payable  to  the  Embassy  of  Russia  to 
help  defray  the  considerable  cost  of  postage 
in  mai  ng  out  hundreds  of  medals.  Your 


help  is  greatly  appreciated. 
To  speed  up  the  procedure,  it  may  help 
if  you  mark  the  front  left  bottom  of  the 
envelope:  "Medal".  ♦♦♦ 


MASS.  PUBLIC  SERVICE 
SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM 


Source:  M.G.L.  Ch.  15A,  S.  16 
Scholarships  are  available  for 


1 .  Children  of  prisoners  of  war  or 
military  or  service  persons  missing 
in  action  in  Southeast  Asia  whose 
service  was  from  February  1,  1955 
to  May  7,  1975;  and 

2.  Children  of  veterans  whose  service 
was  credited  to  the  Commonwealth 
and  who  were  killed  in  action  or 
otherwise  died  as  a  result  of  such 
service. 

Scholarships  will  be  for  undergraduate 
studies  at  an  institution  of  higher 
education  in  the  Commonwealth. 
For  information  on  this  program, 
contact  the  Admissions  Office  at  the 
college  or  university  of  your  choice. 


THANK  A  VETERAN 

(Contd.  from  page  4) 

But  today  we  can  say  thank  you  to  all 
of  the  veterans.  We  can  say  thank  you 
for  doing  what  was  asked  of  them.  We 
can  say  thank  you  for  being  an  Ameri- 
can. And  we  can  say  thank  you  for 
risking  their  lives,  so  ours  could  stay 
free. 


VETERANS  GET 
RATE  BREAK 

Staying  at  the  new  Armed 
Services  YMCA's  Constitution 
Inn  in  historic  Charlestown  Navy 
Yard  will  be  a  significant  bargain  for  any 
veteran  from  now  through  May  3 1 . 

Simply  call  the  Inn's  reservation  desk  at 
(6 1 7)  24 1  -8400,  identify  yourself  as  a 
veteran,  and  receive  the  special  military 
rate  of  $45.00  for  a  double  room  (or  $55.00 
with  kitchenette). 

Constitution  Inn  at  the  Armed  Services 
YMCA  sits  in  the  shadow  of  historic 
Bunker  Hill  and  is  just  steps  from  the 
Massachusetts  Korean  War  Memorial,  the 
USS  CONSTITUTION,  the  USS  CASSIN 
YOUNG  (a  World  War  II  destroyer),  and 
the  Freedom  Trail. 


SAGE  MAY  HELP 
ALZHEIMER'S  SUF- 
FERER, STUDY  FINDS 

Elaine  Perry  and  colleagues  at  the 
Newcastle  General  Hospital  in 
northern  England  are  experimenting 
with  the  herb  sage  for  treating  Alzheimer's 
disease.  Study  has  shown  that  the  oil  from 
sage  inhibits  the  activity  of  acetylcholinest- 
erase, an  enzyme  believed  to  play  a  role  in 
memory  loss  in  Alzheimer's  sufferers. 
This  could  be  the  key  medicine  to  treating 
Alzheimer's  disease. 


SOCIAL  SECURITY  BENEFITS  INCREASE 


The  Social  Security  Administration 
has  reported  that  a  cost-of-living 
increase  of  2.6%  in  Social  Security 
benefits  will  become  effective 
December  1,  1995.  The  first  check 


to  be  received  reflecting  this  increase 
will  be  on  or  about  January  1,  1996. 
(Note:  Pension  checks  may  be 
delayed  due  to  pending  action 
involving  the  Federal  Budget.) 
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EVENTS  OF  INTEREST 
TO  VETERANS 

The  following  is  a  list  of  special  / 
significant  dates  for  the  Common- 
wealth veterans: 

Month  of  December: 

7th  1 94 1 :   Pacific  war  begins  with 
Japanese  attacks  on  U.S.  and 
British  posts  (Pearl  Harbor  and 
Malaya). 

8th  1941:   United  States  declares  war 
on  Japan. 

10th  1941:  Japanese  take  Guam, 
make  first  landing  on  Luzon. 

1 1th  1941:  Germany  and  Italy 
declare  war  on  United  States 
which  takes  reciprocal  action. 

15th  1993:  Commonwealth  Korean 
War  POW/MIA  day. 

16th  1944:  Germans  attack  in 
Ardennes  (Battle  of  the  Bulge). 

23rd  1941:  Wake  Island  falls;  U.S. 
Army  troops  arrive  in  Australia. 

Month  of  January 

7th  1942:   Siege  of  Bataan  begins. 

16th  1942:  Eisenhower  assumes 
duties  as  Supreme  Commander, 
Allied  Expeditionary  Force. 

16th  1945:  U.S.  lands  on  Luzon. 

20th  1945:  Hungary  signs  WWII 
armistice. 

27th  1968:  Paris  Peace  talks. 

30th  1968:  Vietnam  War  "TET 
1968". 

Month  of  February 

3rd  1945:   U.S.  Army  reaches 
Manila. 

19th  1945:  U.S.  Marines  land  on  Iwo 
Jima. 

25th  1945:  B-29  incendiary  raids  on 
Tokyo. 

Month  Of  March 

3rd  1945:   Japanese  resistance  ends 
in  Manila. 

7th  1945:  U.S.  Army  crosses  Rhine 
at  Remagen. 

1 1th  1945:  U.S.  Arniy  lands  on 
Mindanao. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  PURPLE  HEART 


—  By  GEORGE  GOSSLIN 

The  Purple  Heart  decoration,  on  7 
August,  1995  was  213  years  old, 
making  it  the  oldest  military  decora- 
tion in  America. 

Of  the  many  personal  awards  which  can  be 
presented  to  military  personnel,  and  in  some 
cases  civilians,  perhaps  none  is  as  easy  to 
recognize  as  the  Purple  Heart. 

Both  its  color  and  meaning  are  distinctive. 
First  conceived  by  General  George  Wash- 
ington on  7  August,  1782,  the  Purple 
Heart's  eligibility  rules  have  changed 
significantly  over  the  years. 

As  directed  by  Washington,  the  award  first 
was  called  the  Badge  of  Military  Merit  (this 
is  still  inscribed  on  the  back  of  the  medal) 
and  it  could  be  authorized  "whenever  any 
singularly  meritorious  action  is  performed." 

Until  this  time,  only  officers  were  given 
awards;  therefore,  in  the  founder's  mind, 
only  enlisted  personnel  were  to  receive  this 
"badge".  It  must  be  noted  also  that  criteria 
for  the  award  resembled  that  required  for 
today's  Medal  of  Honor. 

Only  three  awards  were  made  during  the 
entire  Revolutionary  War.  All  three 
recipients  were  sergeants  in  the  Connecticut 
line  of  the  Continental  Army.  The  decora- 
tion ~  which  some  say  was  fashioned  by 
Betsy  Ross,  others  by  Martha  Washington- 
was  a  piece  of  purple  cloth  cut  in  the  shape 
of  a  heart  and  bordered  with  white  lace. 

The  Revolutionary  War  ended,  the  army 
disbanded,  and  on  23  December  1783, 
Washington  resigned  his  commission.  His 
Badge  of  Military  Merit  was  forgotten. 

It  was  General  John  J.  Pershing  who  first 
suggested,  during  WWI,  that  the  Army 
needed  something  like  the  "Washington 
Badge",  as  he  called  it,  for  meritorious 
service. 

It  was  through  the  efforts  of  Army  Chief  of 
Staff  Douglas  MacArthur  that  the  forgotten 
decoration  was  officially  revived.  By  issue 
of  War  Department  General  Order  No.  3, 
dated  22  February,  1932,  the  award  was 
restored.  The  occasion,  resourcefully 
enough,  was  the  200th  anniversary  of 
George  Washington's  birth.  The  award 
under  the  new  guidelines  was  given  for 
those  wounded  or  killed  as  a  result  of  enemy 

7 


action.  Officers 
were  not  included, 
and  it  remained  an 
Army-only  decora- 
tion. 

On  3  December 
1942,  President 
Franklin  Roosevelt 
extended  eligibility 
to  members  of  the 

Navy,  Marine  Corps,  Coast  Guard,  and 
Air  Force.  At  this  time,  all  services 
established  the  same  standards  for  its 
award. 

Through  a  series  of  official  actions 
during  the  terms  of  Presidents  Truman 
and  Kennedy,  the  Purple  Heart  was 
retroactively  authorized  for  members  of 
the  armed  forces  killed  or  wounded  in 
action  during  WWI.  It  also  provided  for 
civilians  serving  with  the  armed  forces. 

On  23  February,  1984,  President  Ronald 
Reagan  amended  the  eligibility  rules  to 
include  persons  wounded  or  killed  as  a 
result  of  "international  terrorist  attacks." 
This  cleared  the  way  for  posthumous 
awarding  of  the  Purple  Heart  to  the 
Marines  massacred  at  Beirut  on  23 
October,  1983. 

In  anticipation  of  heavy  casualties, 
several  hundred  thousand  copies  of  the 
Purple  Heart  Medal  were  made  toward 
the  end  of  WWII  as  the  Army,  Navy  and 
Marines  prepared  for  the  invasion  of  the 
Japanese  mainland.  The  August  1945 
bombing  of  Hiroshima  cancelled  those 
invasion  plans,  and  the  vast  store  of 
Purple  Hearts  lay  idle  in  warehouses. 
Throughout  the  Korean  War  and  even 
into  the  Vietnam  War,  these  medals 
continued  to  be  issued. 

Many  say  the  medal  is  the  most  recog- 
nizable in  the  world;  it  is  easily  the  most 
quickly  identified.  We  owe  its  unique 
design  to  a  woman.  It  was  the  skilled 
work  of  an  Army  heraldic  specialist 
named  Elizabeth  Will.  Some  years  later 
this  talented  woman  was  to  design  the 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross. 

Too  many  Purple  Hearts?  Too  many 
killed?  Too  many  wounded?  Perhaps. 

But  the  award  that  lay  forgotten  for  150 
years  came  back  to  remind  us  of  the 
price  we  pay  for  our  freedom.       ♦  ♦  ♦ 


WORLD  WAR  II  WRAP-UP 


From  the  invasion  of  Poland  to  the  fall  of 
Berlin,  from  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor 
to  the  bombings  of  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki,  World  War  II  produced 
successes  and  losses,  the  likes  of  which 
the  world  had  never  before  seen.  The 
U.S.  war  machine  quickly  began  fielding 
men  and  materiel  at  unheard  of  rates, 
eventually  far  exceeding  production  by 
our  primary  foes:  Japan  and  Germany. 
By  1945,  the  U.S.  had  16,1 12,566  men 
under  arms,  whereas  in  1940  there  were 
only  458,365  active  U.  S.  military 
personnel.  The  average  period  of  service 
for  a  WWII  GI  was  33  months.  Seventy- 
three  percent  of  those  serving  spent  time 
overseas. 


Source:  DOD 


Estimated  cost  of  World  War  II 


Total  US  Deaths 
Battle  Wounded 
Direct  Economic 
Costs 


U.S. 
405,399 
671,278 


$288Billion  $1.6 Trillion 


(It  is  estimated  there  were  more  than  38 
million  civilian  deaths  world-wide  during 
WWII.) 


Entire  World 
14,904,000 
25,218,000 


FROM  ALL  OF  US  AT  THE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  VETERANS' 

SERVICES.  We  Wish  Vou 

PEACE  AND  HAPPINESS  FOR 
THIS  HOUDAV  season  AND 
THE  VEAR  TO  COME.  MAV 
GOD  BLESS  ALL  DEFENDERS 
OF  FREEDOM  IN  THIS  GREAT 
COUNTRY. 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
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MILITARY  SERVICE  TIME  NOW  COUNTS  TOWARD 
STATE/MUNICIPAL  RETIREMENT 


On  April  25,  1996,  in  a  ceremony  in 
the  State  House,  Governor  William 
F.  Weld  signed  Senate  Bill  1999 
granting  up  to  four  years  of  military 
service  as  credit  for  state/municipal 
retirement.  This  action  was  the  culmina- 
tion of  almost  twenty  years  of  effort  to 
bring  Massachusetts  in  line  with  33  other 
states  that  recognize  the  worthiness  of 
service  to  our  nation  in  the  uniforms  of 
our  armed  forces. 

State  and  municipal  employees  who  have 
had  at  least  ten  years  of  state  and/or 
municipal  service  may,  if  all  other  require- 


ments are  met,  count  as  many  as  four 
years  of  military  service  towards  retire- 
ment. No  military  time  for  which  an 


the  retirement  system  or,  for  currently 
eligible  members,  within  180  days  of  the 
acceptance  of  this  act  by  the  local  legisla- 
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individual  now  receives  military  retired 
pay,  however,  may  be  counted  for  state/ 
municipal  retirement  purposes. 

Massachusetts  National  Guard  and 
Active  Reserve  personnel  are  also  eligible 
on  a  ratio  of  five  years  guard  or  active 
reserve  service  substitutable  for  each  year 
of  active  service. 

The  "buyback"  of  the  military  time  for 
retirement  credit  is  10%  of  the  regular 
compensation  of  the  member  when  he 
entered  the  retirement  system.  Further- 
more, members  in  service  of  a  retirement 
system  must  make  application  for 
creditable  service  within  180  days  of 
being  notified  by  the  retirement  board  of 
their  eligibility  after  becoming  vested  in 


tive  body  (e.g.,  town  meeting,  city 
council,  county  commissioners,  etc.). 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  minor  changes 
are  being  made  to  the  bill  as  signed. 
Those  employees  who  feel  they  are 
eligible  are  urged  to  contact  their  respec- 
tive personnel  departments  for  clarifica- 
tion or  further  information. 

After  signing  the  bill.  Governor  Weld 
stated,  "The  passage  of  this  bill  is  overdue 
recognition  of  the  service  and  sacrifices 
performed  by  our  state  and  municipal 
employees  while  they  wore  our  nation's 
uniforms.  We  are  proud  to  have  them  as 
members  of  our  work  force  serving  our 
citizens  throughout  the  Commonwealth." 
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COMMISSIONER'S  COLUMN 

AGENT  ORANGE  UPDATE  SUPPORTS  LINK  BETWEEN 

Dear  Fellow  \^terans,  HERBICIDES  AND  VETERANS'  DISEASES 


This  column  is  being  written  with 
Memorial  Day  and  Independence 
Day  weekends  fresh  in  mind,  when 
our  citizens  throughout  the  nation 
commemorated  the  memories  of  those 
Americans  who  ga\  e  their  lives  in 
defense  of  our  precious  freedoms,  the 
en\A  of  people  all  o\  er  the  w  orld,  and 
celebrated  our  great  nation's  birthday. 

From  our  country's  beginnings  221  years 
ago,  when  the  Minutemen  faced  the 
British  Regulars  at  Lexington  and 
Concord,  to  the  present  day.  with  our 
troops  try  ing  to  maintain  peace  in  war- 
ra\  aged  Bosnia,  Americans  have  dedi- 
cated themselves  to  the  cause  of  freedom 
e\  ery"where.  Almost  one  and  a  half 
million  have  died  for  that  cause. 

We  heard  eloquent  speeches  and  watched 
parades  of  proud  \  eterans  and  sharp 
troops  --  all  memorializing  our  deceased 
warriors. 

But  the  respect  for  the  symbols  of 
sacrifice  which  w  on  for  us  our  un- 
matched way  of  life  is  fading  year  by 
year:  we  are  now  seeing  indifference  to 
our  glorious  flag,  near-frivolity  in  parades 
dignified  by  participation  of  men  and 
women  of  our  armed  serv  ices,  and  more 
concern  for  parties  and  other  amusements 
on  these  hallowed  days  than  for  homage 
to  our  honored  dead. 

1  may  be  unfair  to  blame  those  I  single 
out  because  perhaps  they  know  no  better. 
We  must  ne\  ertheless  decry  the  lack  of 
gratitude  to  those  who  gave  their  lives  so 
that  we  might  live  the  lives  we  now  enjoy. 

We  veterans  have  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  our  service  to  our  great  nation. 
Are  we,  however,  leaving  behind  an 
ignorance  of  w  hat  we  ha\'e  sacrificed  in 
the  cause  of  freedom  everyw  here''  Are 
our  leaders  and  educators  failing  in  their 
responsibilities  to  instill  in  our  young  - 
and  older,  too  ~  citizens  that  sense  of 
patriotism  that  has  made  America  the 
sy  mbol  of  freedom  everywhere? 

We  must  resolve  that  such  will  not  be  so; 
we  who  have  borne  the  battle  must  ensure 
that  the  sacrifices  of  those  w  ho  went 
before  us  will  never  be  forgotten.  ♦♦♦ 


Source:  Institute  of  Medicine,  Washington,  D.C. 


Washington  -  New  evidence 
supports  the  association  between 
chemicals  used  in  herbicides  in 
the  Vietnam  War  and  \  arious  cancers  and 
other  health  problems,  a  committee  of  the 
Institute  of  Medicine  (lOM)  said  in  the 
first  update  of  lOM's  1994  landmark 
report  on  veterans  and  Agent  Orange.  The 
congressionally  mandated  report  confirms 
the  earlier  finding  that  there  is  sufficient 
e\  idence  of  a  link  to  soft  tissue  sarcoma, 
non-Hodgkin  s  lymphoma,  Hodgkin's 
disease,  and  chloracne.  And  it  says  there 
is  new  '"limited  or  suggestive"  evidence  to 
show  an  association  with  the  congenital 
birth  defect  spina  bifida  in  veterans" 
children,  and  with  a  neurological  disorder 
in  veterans. 

"We  still  do  not  know  the  precise  degree  of 
risk  from  Agent  Orange  exposure  for 
individual  Vietnam  veterans,  but  the  base 
of  research  has  impro\  ed."  said  committee 
chair  David  Tollerud.  director  of  occupa- 
tional and  environmental  medicine  at  the 
Uni\  ersity  of  Pittsburgh  Graduate  School 
of  public  Health.  "The  newest  studies  give 
us  hope  that  researchers  are  getting  closer 
to  answering  the  lingering  questions  about 
the  health  effects  of  herbicide  exposure." 

Using  the  latest  scientific  studies,  the 
committee  re-evaluated  the  health  effects 
of  exposure  to  the  chemical  defoliant 
Agent  Orange  and  other  herbicides  used  in 
Vietnam,  some  of  w  hich  contained  dioxin. 
The  committee  classified  diseases  into  four 
categories,  following  the  form  of  the  first 
report:  sufficient  e\  idence  of  a  statistical 
association  between  the  disease  and 
exposure  to  herbicides  or  dioxin;  limited 
or  suggestive  evidence;  inadequate  or 
insufficient  evidence  to  determine  w  hether 
an  association  exists;  or  limited,  sugges- 
tive e%  idence  of  no  association. 

The  results  of  three  epidemiological 
studies  suggest  that  a  father's  exposure  to 
herbicides  may  put  his  children  at  a 
greater  risk  of  being  bom  with  spina 
bifida,  which  is  characterized  by  a  defor- 
mity of  the  spine  and  spinal  cord  and  can 
cause  neurological  problems. 
The  largest  of  these  studies  —  the  Ranch 


Hand  study  ~  looks  at  a  group , 
of  veterans  w  ho  were  directly  involved  in 
spraying  the  bulk  of  the  nearly  19  million 
gallons  of  chemical  defoliant  in  Vietnam 
during  the  war.  In  the  two  years  since  the 
first  lOM  report,  the  Ranch  Hand  results 
have  been  reanalyzed  by  the  U.S.  Air 
Force,  and  this  new  analysis  bolstered  the 
evidence  from  other  studies,  leading  to  the 
committee's  conclusion  that  there  is 
limited  or  suggestive  evidence  of  an 
association. 

A  classification  of  limited  or  suggestive 
evidence  means  that  while  at  least  one 
major,  high-quality  epidemiological  study 
has  found  a  link  between  disease  and 
exposure,  the  e\  idence  is  not  yet  conclusive 
enough  to  say  definitively  that  chance  or 
study  bias  did  not  influence  the  study 
results,  or  that  the  studies  have  isolated  all 
of  the  variables  that  could  have  affected  the 

(Contd.  on  page  3) 


TAX  RELIEF  AUTHO- 
RIZED FOR  TROOPS 

Service  members  deployed  for  the 
Bosnia  mission,  "Operation  Joint 
Endeavor"  are  now  eligible  to  get 
a  wartime  tax  break.  The  law  recently 
drafted  by  Congress  and  signed  by  the 
President  on  March  20,  1996,  will 
provide  tax  relief  retroactive  to  Novem- 
ber 21,  1995  (the  date  the  first  troops 
were  ordered  to  Bosnia)  to  sendee 
members  deployed  in  Bosnia,  Croatia 
and  Macedonia. 

Under  the  law,  all  pay  for  enlisted 
members  and  warrant  officers  would  be 
exempt  from  federal  tax.  Additionally, 
the  first  $4,254.90  a  month  in  pay  for 
officers  would  be  tax  exempt.  This 
amount  is  equivalent  to  the  highest 
le\  el  of  enlisted  pay  plus  imminent 
danger  pay.  For  officers,  the  new  tax 
relief  provides  a  significant  increase 
from  the  $500.00  per  month  tax  break 
authorized  during  the  Gulf  War. 

Members  in  the  region,  however,  should 
not  expect  any  refimd  directly  from  the 
Pentagon.  Instead,  they  will  get  any 
money  due  when  they  file  their  federal 
income  tax  returns.  


VA  To  Offer  Exams  To  Families  Of  Persian  Gulf  Veterans 


Source:  DVA,  4/2/96  News  Release 

The  Boston  VA  Medical  Center  is 
inviting  a  limited  number  of 
spouses  and  children  of  Persian 
Gulf  War  \  eterans  to  take  advantage  of 
a  special  health  examination  program. 
The  exams  are  being  offered  to  gather 
information  that  may  help  VA  better 
understand  the  prevalence  of  illnesses 
in  family  members  of  those  who  served 
m  the  Persian  Gulf  War.  VA  estimates 
that  the  $2  million  authorized  by 
Congress  for  this  program  w  ill  provide 
physical  exams  for  approximately  4,500 
individuals. 

The  free  exams  are  being  scheduled 
only  through  VA's  national  Persian  Gulf 
Helpline  (1-800-749-8387)  and  are 
available  only  to  spouses  and  children 
of  those  veterans  who  served  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  War  prior  to  leaving  the 
military  and  have  received  an  exam 
under  VA's  Persian  Gulf  registry 
program.  Appointments  will  be 
scheduled  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis. 


This  is  a  unique  program  for  Persian 
Gulf  veterans.  Outside  of  this  program. 
VA  is  not  authorized  to  provide  or  pay 
for  examinations  of  veterans'  spouses  or 
children.  The  department  is  emphasiz- 
ing that  this  program  will  not  include 
medical  follow-up,  treatment  or  com- 
pensation for  the  veterans'  spouses  or 
children. 

Those  unable  to  participate  in  the 
program  at  this  time  may  still  make 
arrangements  to  have  medical  informa- 
tion collected  by  the  family's  own 
physician  and  submitted  to  VA  for 
inclusion  in  the  department's  database. 
VA  does  not  have  the  authorit>'  to  pay  or 
provide  reimbursement  for  these  exams. 

Questions  about  VA  programs  or  Persian 
Gulf  ser\'ice  may  be  directed  to  the  VA 
Persian  Gulf  Helpline  at  1-800-749- 
8387.  Computer  users  also  may  receive 
information  via  the  Internet  on  http:// 
www.va.gov  or  telnet://vaonline.va.gov. 
Additional  access  is  provided  to  dial-up 
modem  users  via  VA -Online  at  1  -800- 
871-8387. 


TRAINING  PROVIDED  FOR  OUTREACH  CENTERS 
AND  SHELTERS 


The  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  hosted  a  VA -certified 
training  program  that  provided 
information  concerning  advocacy  for 
veterans  at  both  the  federal  and  state 
level.  The  DVS  service  providers  from 
nine  outreach  centers  and  two  homeless 
veterans  shelters  attended  the  program 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  Vietnam 
Veterans  of  America,  Massachusetts  State 
Council.  This  opportunity  for  increasing 
the  skills  necessar>'  to  serve  veterans  and 
their  families  will  add  to  the  effectiveness 
of  the  provider  network. 

Mr.  Keith  Snyder,  an  attorney  who 
specializes  in  veteran  law  is  the  co-author 
of  the  Viet  Vet  Survival  Guide  and 
Veteran  Benefits,  taught  the  section  on 
VA  law  .  He  is  also  the  editor  of  the  WA 
Service  Rep.  News,  a  bi-monthly  guide 
for  service  officers.  The  fifteen  students 
were  given  a  comprehensive  test  and  the  7 


successfiil  candidates  will  be  certified  by 
the  VA  to  represent  veterans. 

Mr.  Jack  Corey,  DVS  General  Council, 
presented  a  course  that  deals  with 
Massachusetts  veteran  law.  The  emphasis 
was  on  the  process  involved  in  the 
administration  of  Chapter  115.  This  law 
is  designed  to  provide  emergency  finan- 
cial and  medical  assistance  for  needy 
veterans  and  their  families.  The  rights  of 
the  veteran  and  the  hearing  process  were 
discussed  in  detail. 

The  WA  training  program  w  ill  ensure 
that  the  personnel  at  the  private  non- 
profit Outreach  Centers  and  Homeless 
Veterans  Shelters  understand  veteran  law. 
The  veteran  seeking  advice  and  assistance 
will  be  better  serv  ed  by  these  regionally- 
based  programs.  The  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services  is  committed  to 
ongoing  training  for  the  veteran  advocates 
in  Massachusetts. 


AGENT  ORANGE 

(Contd.  from  page  2) 

outcome.  Other  diseases  in  the  limited  or 
suggesUve  category  include  prostate 
cancer,  multiple  myeloma,  and  respiratory 
cancers  of  the  lung,  larynx,  or  trachea. 

The  committee  also  found  limited  or 
suggestive  evidence  that  herbicide  or 
dioxin  exp>osure  may  be  associated  with 
the  acute,  transient  form  of  peripheral 
neuropathy,  a  nerve  disorder  which  can 
lead  to  pain,  numbness,  and  weakness  in 
the  limbs;  and  with  porphyria  cutanea 
tarda,  or  PCT,  a  rare  skin  disease  that  can 
involve  thinning  and  blistering  of  the  skin 
in  areas  exposed  to  the  sun.  Several 
occupaUonal  studies  link  herbicide 
exposure  to  the  transient  peripheral 
neuropathy,  from  which  patients  recover 
over  a  period  of  weeks,  months,  or  longer. 
The  association  with  PCT  was  down- 
graded from  "sufficient"  to  "suggestive" 
evidence,  based  on  studies  completed  since 
the  first  lOM  report  was  issued. 

The  ability  of  researchers  to  pinpoint  the 
health  risks  faced  by  veterans  is  hampered 
by  inadequate  information  about  exposure 
levels  of  troops  in  Vietnam.  Some  of  the 
evidence  reviewed  by  the  committee  comes 
from  evaluations  of  Air  Force  and  Army 
troops  who  worked  with  herbicides.  Most 
documentation,  however,  is  from  studies  of 
people  who  were  exposed  to  herbicides  on 
the  job  or  in  industrial  accidents.  Al- 
though most  veterans  probably  experi- 
enced lower  levels  of  exposure  than  those 
who  work  with  the  chemicals  over  long 
periods  in  occupational  or  agricultural 
settings,  it  is  difficult  to  say  precisely 
which  veterans  may  have  encountered 
higher  levels. 

U.S.  forces  sprayed  Agent  Orange  and 
other  defoliants  over  3  .6  million  acres  in 
Vietnam  beginning  in  1962.  Most  large- 
scale  sprayings  were  conducted  using 
airplanes  and  helicopters,  but  considerable 
quantities  of  herbicides  were  sprayed  from 
boats  and  ground  vehicles  or  by  soldiers 
wearing  back-mounted  equipment.  A 
scientific  report  in  1969  concluded  that 
one  of  the  primary  chemicals  used  in 
Agent  Orange  could  cause  birth  defects  in 
laboratory  animals.  The  U.S.  military 
suspended  use  of  Agent  Orange  in  1970 
and  halted  all  herbicide  spraying  in 
Vietnam  the  following  year.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
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WOMEN.  WORK,  AND  STRESS: 

How  Juggling  Roies  Affects  You  and  How  You  Can  Cope 


Source:  Tamara  L.  Newton.  Ph.D. 
VAMC.  Boston 


Casual  con\ ersation  with  friends, 
relati\  cs.  and  co-workers  reveals 
that  feelings  of  "stress"  are  w  ide- 
spread in  our  day-to-day  li\es.  What  is 
"  stress."  e.xacth    According  to  behavioral 
scientists,  stress  is  a  situation  that  occurs 
w  hen  a  person  experiences  so  many 
demands  that  they  o\erwhelm  the  person's 
abilit>  to  cope.  In  other  words,  stress  is 
the  pro\  erbial  "straw"  that  breaks  the 
camel's  back. 

Certainly,  the  ever-accelerating  pace  of 
modern  life  creates  its  share  of  stress  for 
e\  ery  one.  En  en  so.  women  face  unique 
stressors  in  toda>  "s  society  In  recent 
decades,  more  and  more  women  have 
mo\  ed  into  the  paid  workforce;  currently, 
women  comprise  nearly  50%  of  the  total 
workforce.  The  most  dramatic  increase  in 
workforce  participation  has  occurred 
among  women  w  ith  young  children. 
Participation  in  paid  work  has  been  a 
tremendous  boon  to  women's  self-esteem 
and  to  their  economic  standing;  studies 
ha\  e  show  n  that,  on  average,  women  who 
are  employed  outside  the  home  feel 
happier  than  those  who  are  not. 

At  the  same  time,  participation  in  the  paid 
workforce  can  come  at  a  great  cost  to 
women,  especially  women  w  ho  are  also 
w  i\  es  and  mothers.  Recent  studies  have 
shown  that  as  women's  inxolvement  in  the 
paid  labor  force  has  increased,  their 
in\ol\ement  in  household  labor  has 
remained  the  same.  Thus,  women,  and 
especially  women  with  children,  often 


return  from  a  day  of  paid  labor  to  face 
what  can  seem  like  yet  another  full  day 
of  unpaid  labor  —  grocery  shopping, 
errand  running,  meal  preparation  and 
clean-up,  clothes  washing,  lunch 
packing,  child  care.  etc. 

This  "second  shift"  can  leave  women 
feeling  o\erloaded  with  burdens  and 
demands,  and  without  enough  energy  to 
juggle  them  all.  What  are  the  efiects  of 
this  kind  of  stress  on  women'!'  First, 
there  are  emotional  consequences. 
Women  may  feel  tired  and 
fatigued  and  they  may  lack 
enthusiasm.  Stress  from  home 
can  "spill"  into  work,  and  \  ice-  ^^^H 
versa,  leading  to  increased 
conflict  with  lo\  ed  ones  and  co-  ^^^M 
workers.  In  severe  cases,  a  ^^^H 
woman  may  become  depressed 
and  may  feel  tearful,  without 
energy,  and  hopeless  about  the 
future.  Second,  there  are  ^ 
physical  consequences. 
Research  has  show  n  that  stress 
at  the  workplace,  and  at  home, 
can  be  related  to  physical  responses 
such  as  increased  heart  rate  and 
blood  pressure.  In  fact,  for  some  women, 
responses  such  as  blood  pressure  and 
stress  hormones  may  increase  w  hen  they 
arrive  home  from  work.  Thus,  the 
responsibilities  of  the  "second  shift"  may 
lead  some  women  to  "wind-up  "  in  the 
evening,  rather  than  wind  dow  n. 

In  addition  to  being  uncomfortable, 
chronic  stress  from  role  burdens  may 
make  women  more  vulnerable  to  health 
problems.  Certainly  it  takes  more  than 
stress  to  cause  an  illness.  But  research 
has  shown  that  chronic  stress  worsens 


routine  health  problems.  For  example, 
colds  may  be  prolonged  and  they  may 
reoccur  with  greater  frequency,  and  that  it 
w  orsens  the  sy  mptoms  of  pre-existing 
chronic  health  problems. 

The  solution?  Women's  multiple  roles 
make  for  rich  and  rewarding  life;  the 
challenges  of  raising  and  caring  for  a 
family  and  meeting  the  demands  of  the 
workplace  can  be  a  great  source  of  self- 
esteem  and  accomplishment  to  women. 
So,  the  question  is  not  how  to  avoid  the 
stress,  but  how  to  successfully  manage  the 
stress  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  career, 
marriage,  and  family.  There  are  several 
stress  management  techniques  that 
can  be  of  use  to  women.  First,  there 
are  a  number  of  relaxation  techniques 
I      that  help  people  learn  to  take  time  out 
L     for  themseh  es  and  give  their  minds 
\     and  bodies  a  "mini-vacation."  This  is 
m    especially  important  for  women 
^    because  they  are  socialized  to  attend 
to  others'  needs,  often  at  the  expense 
of  their  own.  Learning  to  meditate, 
or  to  induce  deep  muscle  relaxation, 
may  help  women  carve  out  a  space  of  their 
own  where  they  can  unwind  their  mind 
and  body.  Second,  supportive,  positive 
interactions  with  other  people  are  of 
tremendous  importance  to  women. 
Although  it  may  be  difficult  to  make  time 
to  visit  with  a  friend,  have  a  lunch  group 
at  work,  join  a  club,  or  do  errands  with  a 
friend,  in  the  end  this  time  will  be  well 
spent  because  positive  interactions  with 
others  can  increase  happiness,  decrease 
stress,  and  pro\  ide  new  ways  of  looking  at 
old  problems.  Finally,  regular  participa- 
tion in  aerobic  exercise  can  increase 
women's  energy  and  stamina  and  decrease 
their  feelings  of  stress.  Please  see  your 
primary  care  physician  before  undertaking 
an  exercise  program.  Also,  he  or  she  may 
have  recommendations  for  how  to  build 
more  aerobic  exercise  into  your  daily 
routine  so  that  finding  time  to  exercise 
doesn't  become  yet  another  burden. 

If  you  are  a  women  veteran  and  you  are 
having  difficulty  managing  stress,  you  may 
be  eligible  for  assistance  through  the 
Women's  Stress  Disorder  Treatment  Team. 
Education  about  stress  and  short-term 
interxentions  designed  to  teach  various 
stress  management  techniques  that  you  can 
use  on  an  everyday  basis  are  available  at 
the  Boston  VA  Medical  Center  and  its 
outpatient  clinics  at  Causeway  Street  and 
in  Lowell.  For  further  information,  call 
Geri  Hull,  Intake  Coordinator,  Women's 
Health  Sciences  Division  at  (617)  232- 
9500,  ext.  5906. 


MATURE  VETERANS'  WELLNESS 
LECTURE  SERIES 


The  combined  programs  of  the 
Women's  Health  Center, 
Women's  Health  Sciences 
Division,  and  Women's  Stress  Disorders 
Treatment  Team  announce:  Mature 
Veterans"  Wellness  Lecture  Series  for 
men  and  w  omen  at  Boston  VA  Medical 
Center: 

Aging:  The  process  of  change  and 
acceptance: 


Tuesday,  July  23,  3-5  p.m. 

Caregiving  Later  in  Life:  Caring  for  a 
disabled  lo\ed  one: 


Thursday,  August  I.  11  a.m.  to  1  p 


m. 


To  register  or  for  information,  call  Geri 
Hull  at  (617)  232-9500,  x5906. 
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^  THE  ^igjitJ^^WHAMMY 


Source:  Stars  and  Stripes,  April,  1996, 
Forrest  W.  Howell,  American  Ex-POW 

Thanks  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes  for 
its  annual  salute  to  our  89,365 
MIAs  (WWII:  78.773;  Korea: 
8,177;  Vietnam:  2,415)  and  142.248 
POWs  (WWI:  4,120;  WWII  130,201; 
Korea  7,140;  Vietnam  766;  Gulf  War: 
21).  Sixty-thousand  American  ex- 
prisoners  of  war  —  AmEx-POWs  ~  are 
still  living,  most  of  them  from  WWII, 
and  most  now  in  their  seventies. 

All  former  POWs  once  were  MIAs,  some 
for  only  a  few  months,  others  for  years. 
They  became  victims  of  a  double 
whammy  that  changed  their  values 
forever,  strengthening  some  characteris- 
tics, weakening  others. 

They  were  where  the  fighting  was 
fiercest  and  bullets  the  thickest. 
Whether  slugging  it  out  on  the  ground, 
waging  a  vicious  sea  battle  or  parachut- 
ing at  25,000  feet  from  a  burning 
bomber  deep  inside  enemy  territory,  they 
knew  firsthand  the  horrors  and  stresses 
of  the  business  end  of  warfare.  Many 
were  wounded. 

Capture  and  imprisonment  by  the  enemy 
was  whammy  number  two.  Fortunately, 
of  the  approximately  37,500,000 
Americans  who  served  in  our  armed 
forces  during  wartime  this  century,  just 
slightly  more  than  4  million  ever  came 
under  fire  and  engaged  in  actual  combat. 

American  POWs,  from  the  Revolution- 
ary War  to  today,  have  much  in  com- 
mon. In  combat,  they  believed  they 
would  either  survive  or  buy  the  farm, 
never  thinking  they  might  become 
prisoners. 

They  have  known  hunger,  thirst,  cold, 
heat,  deprivation,  indignity,  anxiety, 
illness  and  injury  without  proper 
medical  attention,  overcrowded  living 
conditions,  lack  of  bathing  facilities, 
constant  fear,  anger  and  threats  ~  as 
when  Hitler  ordered  the  execution  of 
American  and  British  fliers  in  retaliation 
for  the  bombing  of  German  cities  or 
when  Tokyo,  in  the  closing  days  of 
WWII,  ordered  that  American  POWs  be 
killed. 

All  had  to  contend  with  the  incessant 
bifing  of  lice  and  fleas  that  crawled  and 
scampered  over  their  bodies.  But  the 
worst  thing  was  the  loss  of  freedom. 


Their  despair  and  loneliness  at  seeing  an 
enemy  flag  hoisted  up  a  flagpole  and 
fluttering  in  the  breeze  brought  tears  to  the 
eyes  of  many. 

AmEx-POWs  are  sun  ivors  if  nothing  else. 
Strong-willed  and  stubbornly  independent, 
they  had  to  fight  for  survival  more  than 
once.  Loners,  and  not  given  to  intimate 
relationships,  they  never  want  to  be 
dependent  upon  anyone  for  anything. 
Quick-tempered  and  suspicious,  they 
nevertheless  developed  an  understanding, 
tolerance,  and  compassion  for  one  another 
which  they  continue  to  exhibit  to  this  day 
when  they  come  together  and  rehash  their 
experiences.  They  seldom  share  their 
horror  stories  with  outsiders,  apparently 
assuming  they  wouldn't  understand  or 
believe  them. 

When  WWII  and  Korean  War  POWs  were 
liberated,  they  didn't  arrive  home  amid  a 
lot  of  hullabaloo  and  media  attention. 
Returning  to  civilian  life,  a  few  AmEx- 
POWs  drank  too  much  and  became 
alcoholics,  but  most  entered  school  or  lost 
themselves  in  their  work,  becoming 
workaholics,  as  though  trying  to  make  up 
for  the  months  and  years  lost  behind  the 
wire. 

They  worked  long  hours,  often  excelling 
in  their  jobs  and  earning  promotions  and 
positions  of  greater  responsibility.  They 
married  and  had  children  and  continued  to 
be  ultra-patriotic  in  a  quiet  way.  They  are 
offended  when  anyone  shows  disrespect 
for  the  flag.  Spit  on  it  or  trample  it  in 
their  presence,  and  one  or  more  may  take  a 
swing  at  the  offender. 

AmEx-POWs  despise  impostors  who, 
claiming  they  performed  daring  exploits 
behind  enemy  lines  and  were  captured, 
now  seek  membership  in  the  AinEx-POW 
organization.  They  similarly  dislike  fakers 
who  manage  somehow  to  obtain  Medals  of 
Honor,  awarded  for  bravery,  or  Purple 
Hearts  given  for  wounds  received  in 
action,  and  then  have  their  names  in- 
scribed on  them  as  though  they  are  entitled 
to  them. 

Only  60,000  strong,  AmEx-POWs  realize 
that  they  aren't  much  of  a  lobbying  force, 
but  as  Gen.  Eisenhower  said:  "What 
counts  is  not  the  size  of  the  dog  in  the 
fight  but  the  size  of  the  fight  in  the  dog." 


GRANTS  AWARDED  TO 
HOMELESS  VETS  FOR 
EMPLOYMENT  AND  JOB 
TRAINING 


Source:  Jim  Yates,  NESFHV 

On  February  21,  1996.  the  U.S. 
Departments  of  Labor  and 
Housing  and  Urban  Development 
(HUD)  made  available  $1.3  million  from 
the  Job  Training  Partnership  Act  (JTPA) 
to  renew  Homeless  Veterans'  Reintegra- 
tion Projects  in  20  cold  weather  commu- 
nities. HUD  will  transfer  to  Labor  1.3 
million  in  homeless  fimds  from  its 
Supportive  Housing  Program  to  support  a 
jointly  administered  veterans'  program  in 
these  communities.  The  total,  $2.6 
million,  will  help  augment  the  fight 
against  veterans  homelessness. 

The  New  England  Shelter  for  Homeless 
Veterans  was  awarded  $85,000  from  this 
grant  to  provide  a  combination  of  com- 
puter skills  training  (both  computer 
literacy  and  occupational  skills),  job 
development  and  placement  services  and 
supportive  services  (i.e.,  case  manage- 
ment and  residential  services)  to  serve 
JTPA  IV-C  eligible  homeless  veterans 
throughout  Eastern  Massachusetts.  As  a 
result  of  the  grant  award,  the  Shelter  has 
been  able  to  provide  computer  literac>' 
instruction,  job  placement  services  and 
case  management  services  to  the  residents 
of  the  Shelter's  residential  programs. 

The  Employment  and  Training  Project  is 
effectively  integrated  into  both  the  New 
England  Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans 
and  the  Veterans  Technical  Training 
Institute  or  VetTech.  These  resources 
have  partially  filled  the  "service  gap" 
which  the  recision  of  the  Homeless 
Veterans  Reintegration  Project  caused. 
These  resources  have  come  during  a 
critical  time  for  the  Workshop  with  the 
rise  of  the  service  population  and  last 
season's  especially  harsh  weather  condi- 
tions. 


NEWS  FLASH!! 


CHAMPVA  recipients  are  eligible  for 
care  at  the  VA.  For  more  information, 
call  Boston  VA  Medical  Center's  Women 


Veterans'  Health  Programs  at  (617)  232- 
9500,  ext.  4120  or  5906. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  SAYS  GOOD-BYE  TO  THE 
ACTIVE  ARMY  IN  NEW  ENGLAND 


Source:  Devens  RFTA  Dispatch 

After  a  long  and  illustrious  histor> 
dating  back  to  1917,  Fort  Devens 
closed  March  31.  1996,  with  a 
ceremony  that  brought  nearly  2,000 
people  to  witness  the  event. 

Active-duty  soldiers,  retirees,  and 
civilians  watched  the  90-minute  cer- 
emony, which  ended  with  the  lowering 
of  the  Garrison  flag  by  order  of  Forces 
Command  Headquarters  at  Fort 
McPherson,  Ga. 

Massachusetts  Go\  emor  William  F. 
Weld;  FORSCOM  Commander  Gen. 
John.  H.  Tilelli.  Jr.;  outgoing  Com- 
mander Col.  Edward  R.  Nuttall;  and 
outgoing  Fort  Devens  Deputy  Com- 
mander and  new  Commander  of  the 
Devens  Reserve  Forces  Training  Area, 
(Devens  RFTA),  H.  Carter  Hunt,  Jr., 
were  featured  speakers  at  the  event. 
Other  invited  guests  included  Thomas  J. 
Hudner,  Jr.,  Massachusetts  Commis- 
sioner of  Veterans'  Services,  LtGen 
Charles  E.  Franklin,  ESC  Commander, 
USAF.  MG  Peter  W.  Clegg,  94th  RSC 
Commander,  and  Col.  John  Arthur 
Moore  (Ret.)  gathered  on  Rogers  Field 
to  mark  the  end  of  79  years  of  service  to 
the  country. 

It  was  a  fitting  ceremony.  The  six  New 
England  states  that  sent  their  young  men 
and  women  to  war  through  Devens' 


Post  Sgt.  Maj.,  Master  Sgt.  Charlie  Bower  rolls  up  the 
Garrison  flag  during  tlie  the  Fort  Devens  Closure 
Ceremony  Installation  Com.  Col.  Edward  R.  Nuttall  (left 
holds  the  flag,  while  FORSCOM  Com.  Gen.  John  H. 
Tilelli,  Jr.,  (back  to  camera)  watches. 

gates  were  represented  by  march  units, 
as  were  the  94th  RSC  and  the  76th 
Division;  units  whose  lineage  is 
intertwined  with  Devens  along  with  the 
last  active-duty  unit  to  maintain  a 
presence  in  central  Massachusetts. 
Readiness  Group. 

Finally,  after  years  of  discussion,  Fort 
Devens  is  closed.  But  as  more  than  one 
speaker  remarked,  even  though  Fort 
Devens  is  closed,  it  will  live  on  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  thousands  of 
soldiers  who  passed  through  its  gates. 

The  March  31,  1996,  ceremony 
rendered  in  the  best  traditions  of  the 
Army,  will  leave  people  with  a  wonder- 
ful last  impression  of  Fort  Devens,  one 
that  will  be  remembered  for  years  to 
come.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


M 


TARY 
INA 


PARATION 


World  War  II  50th  Anniver- 
sary Commemorative 
Certificates 

There  is  a  limited  number  of  World 
War  II  "50th  Anniversary  Certifi 
cates  of  Appreciation"  available  for 
World  War  II  \eterans.  Please  send  your 
name,  rank,  years  of  militarj  service,  and 
branch  of  ser\  ice  along  with  a  return 
mailing  address  to;  Bob  McKean, 
Director  of  External  Affairs,  Department 
of  Veterans'  Services,  100  Cambridge 
Street,  Room  1002,  Boston.  MA  02202. 
Certificates  will  be  produced  and  mailed 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Applications  are  also  available  for 
recognition  of  service  for  all  other 
warsthrough  the  External  Affairs 
deptartment.  ♦♦♦ 


DIRECT  DEPOSIT 
APPLICATION 

75%  of  the  direct  deposit  requests  are 
incomplete.  To  ensure  acceptance,  make 
certain  you  fill  in  all  information  as 
follows  as  a  minimum: 

Name 

VA  File  Number 
Address 

Account  Number 

Type  of  account  (savings,  checking) 
Routing  number 

AND  sign  the  form  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


A test  has  been  approved  in  which 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
(VA)  and  the  Department  of  the 
Army  w  ill  test  the  feasibility  of  conducting 
military  separation  examinations  at  VA 
medical  centers  and  Army  medical 
treatment  facilities  prior  to  discharge.  This 
test  will  enable  VA  to  enhance  service  to 
America's  service  members  and  veterans 
and  improve  processing  timeliness  for 
initial  claims  for  service  connection. 

The  results  of  the  test  are  anticipated  later 
this  year.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


DAT 


MEMORIA 


The  Women  In  Military  Service  for 
America  Memorial  Foundation,  Inc. 
(WIMSA)  recently  broke  ground  at 
its  Arlington  National  Cemetery  site  with 
plans  for  the  dedication  in  late  1997. 

Meanwhile,  WIMSA  is  launching  a 
registration  drive  to  acquire  information 
from  women  veterans  to  document  the 
stories,  deeds,  sacrifices  and  service  of 
women  veterans. 

Women  veterans  are  encouraged  to  send 
submissions  to  include  a  photo,  military 
history,  and  personal  memoirs  of  the 
servicewoman.  The  stories  will  be  dis- 
played through  the  Memorial's  computer- 
ized database  and  will  be  accessible  to  the 
public. 

Women  from  across  the  nation  are  urged  to 
help  in  this  effort  to  document  women's 
history  in  the  military.  Whether  they 
served  many  years  ago  or  are  serving  today, 
their  military  history  deserves  a  place  in 
this  national  Memorial  dedicated  to 
women. 

If  you  are  an  American  woman  who  served 
in  the  armed  forces  at  any  time,  or  are 
currently  serving,  or  know  of  a  woman  you 
would  like  to  register,  please  call  1-800-4- 
SALUTE  (1-800-472-5883)  or  write  to 
WIMSA,  Dept.  560,  Washington,  D  C. 
20042-0560.  ♦♦♦ 


DID  YOU  KNOW. 


The  federal  government  grants  no-fee 
passports  to  family  members  visiting 
overseas  gravesites  of  veterans.  Those 
eligible  are  widows,  parents,  children, 
siblings,  and  guardians  of  the  deceased 


who  are  buried  or  commemorated  in 
permanent  American  cemeteries  on 
foreign  soil.  For  informafion,  write  to  the 
American  Battle  Monuments  Commis- 
sion. Room  5127.  Pulaski  Building,  20 
Massachusetts  Avenue  NW,  Washington, 
D  C.  20314-001. 
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WHO  IS  GUARAN- 
TEED A  BED 
IN  A  VETERANS 
ADMINISTRATION 
HOSPITAL? 

ccording  to  VA  spokeswoman 
Linda  Stalvey,  the  agency  will 

  )rovide  hospital  care  and  may 

provi3e^nursing  home  care  to  veterans  in 
the  mandator*  category,  i.e.,  those  with 
service-connected  illness;  former  prison- 
ers of  w  ar;  veterans  exposed  to  herbicides 
in  Vietnam,  radiation  in  the  occupation  of 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  during  World 
War  II,  or  environmental  hazards  in  the 
Persian  Gulf;  veterans  receiving  a  VA 
pension;  veterans  of  World  War  I,  and 
veterans  eligible  for  Medicaid.  Veterans 
with  nonservice-connected  illnesses  are 
also  in  the  mandatorv'  category  if  their 
income  is  $21,001  or  less  (single)  or 
$25,204  (married  or  single  with  one 
dependent),  plus  $1,404  for  each  addi- 
tional dependent.  Nursing  home  care 
may  be  provided  in  VA  facilities  for  any 
of  these  veterans  if  space  is  available. 
Other  veterans  are  in  the  discretionary 
category  for  VA  hospital  or  nursing  home 
care,  but  must  pay  a  deductible  equal  to 
what  they  would  owe  imder  Medicare. 
The  Medicare  deductible  is  currently 
$736  and  is  adjusted  annually.  In 
addition  to  outpatient  care  for  eligible 
veterans,  the  VA  may  furnish  outpatient 
medical  care  for  veterans  in  the  discre- 
tionary category. 

Note:  All  veterans  (whether  healthy  or 
sick/service  connected  or  not)  should  go 
to  a  VA  hospital  and  get  a  hospital  I.D. 
card  so  that  eligibility/category  will 
already  have  been  established  when  the 
veteran  arrives  and  presents  himself/ 
herself  at  the  hospital.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


FAMILIES  OF  KOREAN 
MARINES  UNACCOUNTED 
FOR  ARE  SOUGHT  FOR 
DATABASE  UPDATE 

The  Casualty  Section,  Headquarters, 
U.S.  Marine  Corps,  is  updating  its 
database  for  families  of  those 
Marines  from  Korea  that  are  "unac- 
counted for."  It  is  seeking  the  name, 
relationship,  address,  and  telephone 
number  of  the  Primary  Ne.xt  of  Kin 
(PNK)  of  any  family  member  of  the 
Marines  that  did  not  return  from  Korea. 
The  PNK  should  call  Ms.  Ann  Hammers, 
Assistant  Head  of  the  Casualty  Section  at 
1-800-847-1597. 


OWEN  McNAMARA  NAMED  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
VETERAN  SMALL  BUSINESS  ADVOCATE  OF  THE  YEAR 


Our  congratulations  to  Deputy 
Commissioner  Owen  McNamara 
for  his  award  as  the  1996 
Massachusetts  Veteran  Small  Business 
Advocate  of  the  Year. 

This  award  is  presented  annually  to  an 
individual  who  has  fulfilled  a  commit- 
ment to  advancing  small  business 
opportunities  for  armed  forces  veterans. 
Mr.  McNamara  has  demonstrated 
tireless  advocacy  for  those  veterans  who 
wish  to  start  a  new  business  or  improve 


their  existing  business.  Elaine  Guiney, 
Small  Business  Administration  Regional 
Advocate  said,  "Mr.  McNamara  repre- 
sents the  finest  advocacy  voice  for  both 
the  creation  and  continued  viability  of 
small  business  ownership  by  Massachu- 
setts veterans.  His  efforts  result  in 
economic  growth  and  the  creation  of 
new  jobs.  " 

Mr.  McNamara  was  honored  at  the 
Massachusetts  Salute  to  Small  Business 
dinner  at  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Librar>', 
Boston,  on  June  6,  1996. 


HIRING  "VET-TECH" 
GRADS 

Source:  New  England  Shelter  for 
Homeless  Veterans 

The  Veterans  Technical  Institute  at 
the  New  England  Shelter  for 
Homeless  Veterans  is  no  longer  one 
of  Boston's 
best-kept  secrets! 

Known  as  "Vet-Tech",  the  comprehensive 
job-training  program  offered  free-of- 
charge  to  all  Massachusetts  veterans  is 
fast -becoming  known  as  the  "first-stop" 
for  local  businesses,  big  and  small,  in  the 
market  for  skilled,  well-trained,  moti- 
vated, and  dependable  workers. 

Housed  in  the  recently-renovated  veterans 
shelter  in  downtown  Boston,  Vet-Tech 
provides  intensive  classroom  instruction 
and  "hands-on"  training  in  all  facets  of 
Computer  Operations,  Repair,  Problem- 
Solving  and  Data  Entry.  In  addition  to 
computer  training,  the  Vet-Tech  program 
conducts  professional  training  toward 
certification  for  a  Massachusetts  "Class 
B"  Commercial  Drivers  License.  Train- 
ing is  also  oflFered  in  Culinary  Arts, 
Security  Officer,  and  Industrial  Technol- 
ogy. 

Executive  Director  Thomas  J.  Lyons  of  the 
veterans  shelter  noted  that  more  than  600 
(six  hundred)  Vet-Tech  graduates  have 


Vet-Tech  students  concentrate  at  their  computers. 


been  hired  by  area  businesses  since  the 
training  began  in  the  Fall  of  1994. 

"Don't  Forget  -  Hire  a  Vet!",  reminded 
Lyons. 

For  more  information,  call  (617)  371- 
1806.  ♦♦♦ 


GRANEY  APPOINTED  VA 
PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  OFFICER 

The  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  congratulates  Kristine 
Graney  as  the  new  Public  Affairs 
Officer  for  the  Boston  VA  Medical  Center. 
Ms.  Graney  has  served  as  the  public 
Affairs  Specialist  for  the  VA  since  1992. 

We  wish  her  success  and  look  for\vard  to 
working  with  her  on  behalf  of  Massachu- 
setts" veterans.  ♦♦♦ 
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DVS  OUTREACH 

The  External  Affairs  section  of  the 
DVS  created  an  "Informational 
Seminar"  that  has  been  delivered 
in  a  trial  format  throughout  the  state  in 
conjunction  with  the  Disabled  American 
Veterans  service  office.  These  seminars 
can  be  broken  down  into  dual  or  single 
presentations:  DVS  and/or  DAV. 

The  DVS  seminar  touches  on  the  many 
benefits,  programs  and  serx  ices  available 
to  Massachusetts  \  eterans  They  include, 
but  are  not  limited  to,  MGL  Chapter  115, 
education  and  training,  tax  exemptions, 
motor  \  chicle  benefits,  homeless  shelters, 
outreach  centers,  transitional  housing, 
veterans  bonuses,  and  special  projects. 
This  gi\  es  the  veteran  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  specific  areas  of  concern  with  a 
representati\e  from  the  Commissioner' 
office. 


The  DAV  seminar  covers  the  many 
benefits  offered  by  the  DAV  and  gi\  es  the 
\  eteran  the  opportunity  to  speak  "one  on 
one"  with  a  National  Serv  ice  officer. 

These  seminars  may  be  given  during  the 
day  or  in  the  early  exening  hours.  For 
further  information  and  details  on  how 
you  can  arrange  to  have  a  seminar  given 
in  your  area,  please  contact  Robert  C. 
McKean,  Director  of  External  Affairs,  at 
617-727-3578,  ext.  108. 

♦  ♦♦ 


National  Ser%  ice  Officer  Gerald 
A.  Gregory  of  the  Disabled 
American  Veterans  died 
suddenly  on  May  28,  1996,  at  the  age 
of  48.  Mr.  Gregory  was  a  combat- 
woimded  veteran  of  the  Vietnam  War 
and  had  been  a  Ser\  ice  Officer  since 
1985  in  the  DAV  office,  Boston.  He 
was  a  powerful  advocate  for  those 
veterans  who  suffered  from  PTSD  and 
was  instrumental  in  obtaining  benefits 
from  the  DVA  for  countless  veterans. 

His  compassion,  expertise,  and 
kindness  will  be  remembered  always. 
He  will  be  missed. 

May  he  rest  in  peace. 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 

100  Cambridge  Street,  Room  1002 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 
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VETERANS'  DAY  1996 


By  Robert  McKean 


On  Monday,  November  1 1,  1996,  the 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
commemorated  Veterans'  Day  in 
the  Hall  of  Flags  at  the  State  House  in 
Boston.  This  year's  ceremony  marked  the 
78th  anniversary  of  the  armistice  signing 
in  1918  that  ended  World  War  1.  We 
pause  on  this  special  day  to  remember  the 
many  service  men  and  women  who  served 
their  nation. 

At  this  year's  Veterans'  Day  ceremony  we 
were  pleased  to  honor  the  U.  S.  Air  Force 
on  the  occasion  of  its  50th  Anniversary 
Commemorative  Year.  This  event  was 
one  of  many  that  will  lead  to  the  Air 
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Force's  50th  birthday  as  a  separate 
service  on  September  18,  1997.  Thomas 
J.  Hudner,  Jr.,  Commissioner  of  Veter- 
ans' Services,  served  as  master  of 
ceremonies  and  delivered  a  welcome  that 
gave  the  audience  an  opportunity  to  take 
the  time  to  reflect  on  the  tradition  and 
meaning  of  Veterans'  Day. 

Governor  William  F.  Weld  delivered  his 
welcome  and  the  Veterans'  Day  Procla- 


This  year's  ceremony  featured  the  Air 
Force  Band  of  Liberty  from  Hanscom  Air 
Force  Base  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
Alan  C.  Sierichs.  The  outstanding 
performance  of  musical  selections  per- 
formed by  the  band  bestowed  honor  on  our 
nation's  veterans.  The  invocation  and 
benediction  were  delivered  by  Colonel 
(Reverend)  Alston  R.  Chace,  USAF  (Ret.)  and 
Vietnam  veteran.  The  "Officer  of  the  Day" 
was  SMSGT  John  A.  Franchi,  USAF,  (Ret.). 


Foreground:  SMSGT  John  A.  Franchi  (USAF).  Officerotthe  Da>  Background(L  to  R):  GovemorWilliam 
F.  Weld.  Colonel  John  B.  Piazza(USAF).and  Deputy  CommissionerOvven  M.  McNamara. 


mation,  which  was  presented  to  Alan  W. 
Bowers,  State  Commander  of  the  DAV. 
Arthur  D.  Lettiere,  State  Commander  of 
the  VFW,  led  the  assembly  in  the  Pledge 
of  Allegiance. 

This  year's  Veterans'  Day  address  was 
given  by  Lieutenant  General  Thomas  G. 
Mclnemey,  USAF  (Ret.),  President  and 
CEO  of  Business  Executives  for  National 
Security.  General  Mclnemey  retired 
from  the  military  service  as  Assistant 
Vice  Chief  of  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  and  as 
Director  of  the  Defense  Performance 
Review  (DPR),  reporting  to  the  Secretary 
of  Defense. 


Other  participants  at  this  year's  ceremony 
included  the  Princemen  Chorus,  Honor 
Guards  from  the  Ancient  &  Honorable 
Artillery  Company,  West  Roxbury  High 
School  Junior  NROTC,  Color  Guards  of 
the  Armed  Forces,  the  USS  Constitution 
Color  Guard,  MAANG  Color  Guard, 
Maureen  Dunn  of  the  National  League  of 
POW/MIA  Families,  representatives  of  the 
State  Commanders  and  Auxiliary  Presi- 
dents, Gold  Star  Mothers  and  Wives. 

We  thank  the  entire  cast  of  individuals 
who  assisted  in  helping  to  make  the  1996 
Veterans'  Day  ceremony  a  complete  success. 
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COMMISSIONER'S  COLUMN 

Dear  fellow  veterans. 

The  last  edition  of 
The  Commonwealth 
Veteran  reported  on 
our  project  to  esta- 
blish a  state  veterans 
cemetery  in  the  western  part  of  the 
Commonwealth.  At  a  press  conference 
in  Agawam  on  December  10.  it  was 
announced  that  the  site  we  have  chosen 
is  in  Agawam  on  the  property  of  Edward 
Squazza.  Mr.  Squazza  is  not  a  veteran; 
he  was  a  fanner  during  World  War  II, 
exempt  from  military  service  because 
farming  was  an  occupation  critical  to  the 
war  effort.  He  has  always  been  deter- 
mined to  make  his  land  available  for 
veterans'  use. 

The  site  comprises  over  50  acres,  of 
which  about  45  are  suitable  as  gravesites. 
It  is  beautiful!  For  our  veterans  and  their 
spouses,  Mr.  Squazza'a  property  will  be 
the  site  of  eternal  rest  with  their  com- 
rades who  shared  the  experience  of 
unifonned  service  to  their  countr>'.  It  is 
heartwamiing  to  know  that  there  are 
people  like  Edward  Squazza  who  feel 
indebted  to  the  many  Americans  who 
have  sacrificed  so  much  throughout  our 
history  to  keep  ours  the  greatest  nation 
on  earth. 

The  cemetery  will  be  constructed  in 
several  phases,  the  first  being  to  land- 
scape a  portion  of  the  land  and  to 
construct  supporting  structures  such  as  a 
chapel,  a  gathering  area,  and  mainte- 
nance buildings.  The  later  phases  will  be 
expansion  of  the  cemetery  as  money  is 
made  available  by  the  legislature.  It  is 
estimated  that  it  will  take  about  three 
years  to  complete;  if  funding  from  the 
state  is  made  available  for  the  forthcom- 
ing fiscal  year  (starting  in  July  1997),  the 
first  burials  will  take  place  in  mid-2000. 

We  are  desirous  also  of  establishing  a 
cemetery  in  the  central  part  of  the  state. 
We  are  about  to  commence  such  a  search 
and.  depending  upon  the  availability  of 
funds,  hope  to  locate  suitable  property 
within  the  next  six  months. 

The  location  of  a  site  is  merely  the  first 
step  in  establishing  a  cemetery,  however. 
We  now  face  the  task  of  convincing  the 
legislature  the  cemetery  is  needed.  The 
financial  burden  for  establishing  a 
veterans  cemetery  is  cut  in  half  by  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs"  (VA) 
program  of  matching  a  state's  contribu- 
tions to  the  cost  of  a  veterans  cemetery. 
Nevertheless,  even  with  generous 
financial  assistance  from  the  VA.  the 


legislature  is  likely  not  to  appropriate 
money  for  a  cemetery  if  there  is  not 
enough  support  for  it  from  their  constitu- 
ents. 1  therefore  urge  all  of  you  to 
contact  your  state  senators  and  represen- 
tatives and  tell  them  of  your  concern. 

On  another  matter,  our  Veterans'  Day 
ceremony  in  the  State  House,  attended  by 
Governor  Weld  and  the  veterans  leader- 
ship, was  immensely  successful.  It  was 
dedicated  to  the  U.S.  Air  Force  which  is 
commencing  its  50th  anniversary  year  as 
a  separate  service.  The  keynote  speaker 
was  retired  Air  Force  Lieutenant  General 
Thomas  Mclnerney  who  delivered  a 
stirring  address  honoring  all  of  our 
nation's  veterans,  both  living  and 
deceased. 

We  must  never  forget  how  blessed  we  are 
to  be  Americans!  Merry  Christmas  and 
Happy  Holidays  to  all  of  you  from  the 
staff  of  the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services.  ♦♦♦ 


VETS'  EMPLOYMENT  & 
TRAINING  SERVICE 

Source:  Dept.  of  Labor,  October  1996 

Veterans  reentering  the  civilian 
labor  force  will  continue  to 
receive  job  search,  counseling, 
training,  and  placement  services  with 
programs  and  services  funded  through 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Veter- 
ans' Employment  and  Training  Service 
(VETS). 

Congress  appropriated  $182  million  for 
VETS  in  fiscal  year  1997.  an  increase  of 
almost  SI2  million  over  last  year,  to 
carry  out  its  programs  of  helping 
veterans  into  good  jobs  in  the  civilian 
economy.  "Thousands  of  people  with 
valuable  skills  and  leadership  experience 
will  now  be  able  to  use  what  they  learned 
in  the  military  to  start  building  stable 
and  productive  lives  for  themselves  and 
their  families",  said  Preston  M.  Taylor, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  for  Veterans 
Employment  and  Training. 

Funding  for  two  programs  that  pay  for 
veterans'  service  representatives  in  the 
state  employment  service  systems. 
Disabled  Veterans  Outreach  Program 
(DVOP)  and  the  Local  Veterans  Employ- 
ment Representative  (LVER)  program, 
totaled  just  over  $  1 57  million.  This  will 
provide  job  search,  counseling,  skill 
assessment,  placement,  and  follow-up 
services  for  340,000  veterans. 

Funding  under  the  Jobs  Training 
Partnership  Act  (JTPA)  equals  last  year's 


AUTO  ASSISTANCE 

Source:  Federal  Benefits  for  Veterans 
and  Dependents,  1996 

There  is  a  one-time  payment  by 
VA  of  not  more  than  $5,500 
toward  the  purchase  of  an 
automobile  or  other  conveyance  for 
qualified  veterans  and  servicemembers 
who  have  service-connected  loss  of  one 
or  both  hands  or  feet,  or  permanent  loss 
of  use,  or  permanent  impairment  of 
vision  of  both  eyes.  Veterans  entitled  to 
compensation  for  ankylosis  (abnormal 
immobility)  of  one  or  both  knees,  or 
one  or  both  hips,  also  qualify  for 
adaptive  equipment  for  an  automobile. 
VA  will  pay  for  adaptive  equipment, 
and  for  repair,  replacement,  or  reinstal- 
lation required  because  of  disability, 
and  for  the  safe  operation  of  a  vehicle 
purchased  with  VA  assistance  or  a 
previously  or  subsequently  acquired 
vehicle. 

To  apply,  contact  a  VA  regional  office 
or  the  prosthetic  service  at  a  VA 
medical  center  or  Dan  Corcoran, 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services' 
Contact  Office,  at  (617)  565  -2599. 


appropriation  of  57. 3  million.  This  money, 
primarily  awarded  to  states  and  non-profit 
organizations  on  the  basis  of  competitive 
grants,  will  provide  training  to  targeted 
groups  of  veterans  and  help  more  than 
2,300  of  them  into  unsubsidized  jobs  in  the 
private  sector. 

VETS  will  be  able  to  fund  all  of  its  autho- 
rized staff  positions  and  continue  to  support 
the  Transition  Assistance  Program  (TAP). 
TAP  provides  three-day  workshops  which 
will  help  separating  service  members  and 
their  spouses  quickly  reintegrate  into  the 
civilian  economy  with  a  minimum  of  time 
lost  to  unemployment.  More  than  165,000 
separating  service  members  are  expected  to 
go  through  the  TAP  program  in  fiscal  year 
1997. 

In  addition,  the  National  Veterans'  Train- 
ing Institute  is  funded  for  $2  million  which 
will  enable  it  to  continue  to  provide  skills 
training  for  DVOPs  and  LVERs  and  other 
front-line  staff  directly  providing  services 
to  veterans. 

VETS  is  the  only  government  agency 
dedicated  to  training  and  placing  veterans 
in  jobs  in  the  civilian  economy. 

For  more  information,  contact  Travis 
Dixon,  Director  of  Veterans'  Employment 
and  Training  Service,  at  (617)  626-6690. 
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SOME  FINDINGS  FROM 
A  NATIONAL  STUDY  OF 
WOMEN  VIETNAM 
VETERANS 


Source:  Lynda  A.  King  &  Daniel  W. 
King.  National  Center  for  PTSD,  Boston 
VA  Medical  Center 


During  and  after  the  Vietnam  War, 
mental  health  professionals  and 
behavioral  scientists  began  to 
notice  adjustment  problems  in  some 
veterans  returning  from  Southeast  Asia. 
At  first,  these  problems  were  character- 
ized as  a  "post-Vietnam  syndrome."  In 
1980,  this  condition  was  officially 
recognized  by  the  American  Psychiatric 
Association  as  post-traumatic  stress 
disorder  or  PTSD.  PTSD  can  occur 
when  a  person  experiences  a  highly 
stressful  event,  such  as  exposure  to 
warfare.  Symptoms  include  frightening 
dreams  and  repeated  memories  about  the 
event,  avoiding  places  and  things  that 
might  remind  one  of  the  event,  shutting 
oneself  off  from  friends  and  relatives, 
and  jumpiness,  irritability,  and  anger. 

The  National  Vietnam  Veterans  Read- 
justment Study  is  the  only  national  study 
of  Vietnam  veterans  that  included 
women.  Of  the  1,632  Vietnam  veterans 
in  the  study,  432  were  women  veterans 
who  had  served  in  or  around  Vietnam 
sometime  between  1964  and  1975.  Most 
of  these  women  were  registered  nurses, 
and  90°o  had  been  commissioned 
officers.  Over  half  had  served  more  than 
4  years  in  the  military,  and  about  one- 
fifth  had  served  20  years  or  more.  At 
the  time  of  the  National  Viemam 
Veterans  Readjustment  Study,  about  45% 
of  these  w  omen  were  married;  somewhat 
less  than  half  had  children. 

The  National  Vietnam  Veterans  Read- 
justment Study  found  that  approximately 
27%  of  women  Vietnam  veterans 
suffered  from  PTSD  sometime  during 
their  postwar  lives. 

Over  the  last  few  years,  we  have  been 
looking  further  into  the  information 
collected  in  the  National  Vietnam 
Veterans  Readjustment  Study.  One  part 
of  our  research  work  has  been  to 
determine  how  factors  other  than  war- 
zone  experiences  might  be  related  to  the 
severity  of  PTSD.  We  have  found  that 


high  levels  of  social  support  after  the  war 
played  an  important  role  for  women.  Those 
women  who  reported  that  they  had  friends 
and  family  available  to  them  were  less  likely 
to  have  symptoms  of  PTSD.  In  particular, 
emotional  support  —  having  someone  to  talk 
to  and  someone  who  really  cares  —  helped 
women  to  return  more  comfortably  to 
civilian  life.  Also  important  was  for  the 
returning  women  veterans  to  feel  that  they 
could  rely  on  others  to  assist  them  with 
tasks  in  times  of  need.  Veterans  who  had 
this  form  of  support  also  suffered  less  from 
PTSD. 

We  at  Boston's  National  Center  for  PTSD 
provide  assistance  to  women  veterans 
through  the  Women's  Stress  Disorder 
Treatment  Team  at  the  Boston  VAMC  and 
its  outpatient  clinics  at  Causeway  Street  in 
Boston  and  at  130  Marshall  Street  in 
Lowell.  A  wide  range  of  services  is  avail- 
able to  assist  women  veterans  to  promote 
personal  wellness,  to  cope  more  effectively 
with  stress  and  trauma,  and  to  deal  with 
emotional  and  relationship  difficulties.  For 
further  information,  call  Geri  Hull,  Clinic 
Coordinator,  Women's  Stress  Disorder 
Treatment  Team  at  (617)  232-9500,  ext. 
5906. 


GULF  SERVICE  AND 
WOMEN'S  HEALTH 


More  Bad  Symptoms 


Source:  Marilyn  Elias.  USA  Today 

Female  veterans  of  the  Persian  Gulf 
War  may  be  suffering  an  abnormally 
high  rate  of  gynecological  problems,  a 
preliminary  new  study  shows. 

Unhealthy  symptoms  found  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Defense-funded  study  could  prove 
"the  first  signs  of  some  trouble,"  says 
nursing  professor  Penny  Pierce  of  University 


of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor. 

Pierce's  report  on  525  randomly 
selected  Air  Force  women  deployed  to 
the  Persian  Gulf  compared  with  525 
sent  elsewhere  by  the  Air  Force,  finds 
four  years  after  the  war: 

•  Women  who  served  in  the  gulf  are 
more  than  twice  as  likely  to  report 
abnormal  Pap  smears  -  10.4%  vs. 
4.9%. 

•  Gulf  veterans  have  more  than  double 
the  incidence  of  benign  breast  lumps 
-  13.4%,  compared  with  6%. 

These  health  differences  didn't  exist 
before  the  war,  Pierce  reports. 

Only  .5%  of  abnormal  Paps  signal 
cancer,  "so  women  should  not  panic," 
says  Dr.  Diane  Solomon,  a  cervical 
cancer  expert  at  the  National  Cancer 
Institute. 

With  a  new  three-year  Pentagon  grant. 
Pierce  will  get  more  detail  on  the  Pap 
findings  and  seek  medical  records  to 
confirm  the  women's  reports.  She'll 
also  ask  questions  on  their  sexual 
history,  a  key  factor  since  the  major 
known  cause  of  cervical  cancer  is  the 
sexually  transmitted  human 
papillomavirus. 

Pierce  will  find  out  where  the  women 
served,  looking  at  the  possibility  of 
heavy  metal,  microwave  or  chemical 
exposure,  she  says. 

Several  large  studies  of  female  Gulf 
War  veterans  are  under  way,  but 
findings  won't  be  out  for  a  few  years, 
says  Robyn  Nishimi  of  the  Presidential 
Advisory  Committee  on  Gulf  War 

(Contd.  on  page  7) 


COMMISSIONER'S  WOMEN'S  COMMITTEE 


The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
is  committed  to  advocacy  for  women 
veterans.  In  line  with  this,  the 
Department  recently  hired  Attorney  Joan 
E.  O'Connor  (Commander,  USNR,  see 
biography  on  page  6)  who  will  take 
complete  responsibility  for  this  role.  Joan 


will  need  your  help  in  creating  and 
implementing  a  plan  to  reach  and 
help  women  veterans.  Please  give 
some  thought  to  this.  She  would  very 
much  appreciate  your  suggestions. 

Please  feel  free  to  call  her  at  (617) 
727-3578,  xl09. 
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WHAT  IS  GULFAWAR 
SYNDROME 


Bv  Richard  Earley  ^ 

In  the  years  since  the  end  of  the  war,  a 
great  deal  of  research  and  investiga- 
tion has  been  devoted  to  the  question, 
"What  is  Gulf  War  Syndrome?"  At  this 
point,  we  can  offer  some  general 
possibilities  and  answers. 

Gulf  War  Syndrome  (G  WS)  is  probably 
not  a  single  illness  or  disorder.  Rather, 
GWS  could  be  a  cluster  of  different 
illnesses  with  similar  symptoms.  Often, 
in  order  to  define  an  illness,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  look  first  at  known  exposures, 
which  include:  chemical  and  biological 
weapons,  depleted  uranium,  experimental 
drugs  and  vaccines,  environmental  toxins, 
and  endemic  infectious  diseases. 

The  medical  definition  of  a  syndrome  is  a 
combination  of  signs  or  symptoms  that 
form  a  distinct  clinical  picture  indicative 
of  a  particular  disorder.  In  the  medical 
sense,  GWS  may  be  a  misnomer. 
However,  the  National  Gulf  War  Resource 
Center  has  adopted  the  GWS  moniker 
because  it  is  an  accurate  and  distinctive 
social  description.  Veterans  do  have  a 
core  set  of  symptoms.  In  one  study,  over 
80%  show  a  constellation  of  1 1  signs  or 
symptoms.  GWS  is  also  descriptive  of  the 
time  and  place  that  most  people  became 
ill.  The  war,  and  the  adverse  exposure  it 
brought,  is  the  precipitating  factor  and 
this  is  highlighted  by  the  GWS  name. 
Finally,  ill  veterans  and  civilians  are 
experiencing  a  similar  lack  of  adequate 
clinical  examination,  treatment,  compen- 
sation, and  compassion. 

As  of  this  year  approximately  80,000 
veterans  had  officially  registered  as  ill 
subsequent  to  the  war,  and  many  spouses, 
children,  and  civilians  are  ill  as  well. 
The  Department  of  Defense  (DOD)  and 
Veterans  Affairs  (VA)  claim  that  they 
have  been  doing  all  they  can  to  help  those 
who  are  ill.  However,  veterans  and 
veterans'  advocates  need  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  constantly  changing  situation 
concerning  GWS.  The  policy  makers, 
researchers,  and  service  providers  are 
mandated  to  continue  their  work.  You 
should  contact  The  National  Gulf  War 
Resource  Center,  Inc.,  1224  M  Street  NW, 
Washington,  D.C.  20005  for  current 
information.  The  Center  phone  number 
is  (202)  628-2700,  Ext.  162;  Email: 
Charles@gulfwar.org,  and  on  the  Internet 
Homepage:  www.gulfwar.org/ 
Resource  Center/.  The  National  Gulf 


War  Resource  Center,  Inc.  is  a  non-profit 
organization  founded  in  June  1995  to 
support  the  activities  of  grassroots 
groups  assisting  individuals  who  have 
suffered  the  health  effects  of  the  Persian 
GulfWar. 


DOD  REDISCOVERS 
RECORDS  OF  PGW  GAS 
EXPOSURE 


Source:  VVA,  WA  Veterans  Benefits  News 

On  August  28,  the  Defense 
Department  admitted  that  it  knew 
that  chemical  weapons  were  part 
of  an  Iraqi  munitions  storage  site  that 
was  destroyed  by  U.S.  troops  in  1991. 
Although  DOD  acknowledged  that  it  had 
an  intelligence  report  dated  November 
1991  revealing  that  chemical  weapons 
were  part  of  the  storage  site,  it  denied 
that  it  knew  that  U.S.  troops  were  there. 
DOD  has  consistently  denied  that  large 
numbers  of  soldiers  could  have  been 


exposed  to  chemical  weapons  during  the 
Persian  Gulf  War.  DOD  now  denies  that  it 
tried  to  cover  up  its  knowledge  of  the 
exposure. 

According  to  published  reports,  in  March 
1991,  munitions  bunkers  containing 
chemical  weapons  at  Kamisiyah  were 
destroyed  by  the  37th  Engineer  Battalion. 
Another  site  approximately  two  miles 
away  was  also  blown  up  in  March. 

Now  DOD  plans  to  contact  about  5,000 
servicemembers  and  veterans  who  might 
have  been  within  about  25  kilometers  of 
the  bunkers  and  who  might  have  been 
exposed  to  poison  gas.  Each  of  the 
veterans  will  be  offered  a  PGW  Registry 
medical  exam.  Vets  can  call  their  nearest 
VA  medical  center  to  schedule  an  exam  or 
call  1-800-749-8387  for  other  PGW 
information  including  treatment  options. 
Servicemembers  should  call  1-800-796- 
9699  to  schedule  an  exam. 

♦  ♦♦ 


POLISH  AMERICAN 
VETERANS'  FLAG 
INVESTITURE 

by  Paul  Chrzan  &  Robert  McKean 

On  Friday,  October  4,  1996,  the 
State  Flag  of  the  Polish  Ameri- 
can Veterans  of  Massachusetts 
was  accepted  by  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  into  the  Hall  of  Flags  at 
the  State  House  in  Boston.  Nearly  300 
veterans  from  the  14  Polish  American 
Veterans'  posts  throughout  the  state 
were  in  attendance.  State  Commander 
Fredrick  Czupryna  of  Chicopee  pre- 
sented the  organization's  fiag  to  Lt. 
Governor  Argeo  Paul  Cellucci. 


Ed  Lepkowski.  PAV  Past  State  Commander,  presents  the  flag 
to  current  PAV  State  Commander  who  in  tum  gave  the  PAV 
flag  to  Lt.  GovemorPaul  Cellucci.  Others  appearing  in  the 
picture:  Joseph  Kennedy,  II.  Rep.  Paul  Kujawski.  Deputy 
Commissioner  Owen  McNamara,  and  Sen.  Brian  Lees. 


The  Master  of  Ceremonies  for  the  event 
was  Owen  McNamara,  Deputy  Com- 
missioner of  Veterans' Services.  In 
addition  to  Lt.  Governor  Cellucci,  other 
dignitaries  in  attendance  were 
Congressman  Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  II, 
State  Auditor  Joseph  DeNucci,  Senate 
President  Thomas  Birmingham,  Senate 
Minority  Leader  Brian  Lees,  State 
Representative  Paul  Kujawski,  along 
with  several  State  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives, and  representatives  from 
other  veterans'  organizations  through- 
out the  state. 

Since  1948,  the  Polish  American 


Veterans'  of  Massachusetts  has  worked 
to  preserve  Veterans'  traditions  and 
promote  Polish  heritage  throughout  the 
state. 

The  State  Department  Flag  of  the  Polish 
American  Veterans  will  join  the  flags  of 
many  other  distinguished  organizations 
in  the  display  of  colors  in  the  State  House 
Hall  of  Flags. 

The  State  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  thanks  the  Polish  American 
Veterans  for  the  donation  of  the  Polish 
Veterans'  flag  and  their  service  to  our 
country.  ♦♦♦ 
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WHAT'S  YOUR 
VETERANS  AFFAIRS  IQ? 


Source:  Excerpts  from  Stars  & 
Stripes,  by  Ray  Toczek.  1 1/96 

According  to  the  VA  annual 
report,  covering  fiscal  year  1995, 
the  following  quiz  has  been 
compiled  to  test  your  knowledge. ..and 
to  enlighten  you. 

1.  As  of  July,  1995,  there  were  an 
estimated  26.2  million  veterans  living 
in  the  United  States  and  the  Common- 
wealth of  Puerto  Rico.  How  many  of 
these  served  during  at  least  one  wartime 
period? 

a.  12.7  million    b.  20.2  million 
c.  24.9  million    d.  30  million 

2.  Of  the  26.2  million  veterans 
mentioned  above,  what  percent  is  female? 

a.  .9  percent       b.  1.2  percent 
c.  4.6  percent     d.  10.1  percent 

3.  One  of  the  American  dreams  is  to 
own  your  own  home,  and  the  VA  has 
guaranteed  more  than  14.7  million 
mortgages.  Current  loans  average 
$95,067.  What  percent  of  these  were 
with  no  money  down? 

a.  27  percent  b.  89  percent 
c.  90  percent      d.  98  percent 

4.  For  each  government  check  sent 
direct-deposit  to  a  bank,  a  savings  of  3 1 
cents  is  realized.  Multiply  that  by  12 
months  a  year  and  the  millions  of 
checks  involved  and  that  is  quite  a 
figure.  What  percent  of  VA  checks  are 
on  direct  deposit? 

a.  54  percent  b.  26  percent 
c.  10  percent      d.  33  percent 

5.  "Put  your  money  where  your  mouth 
is,"  goes  the  old  saying.  The  VA  has 
done  just  that  by  hiring  as  many 
preference-eligible  veterans  for  its 
workforce  as  possible.  What  percent  of 
VA  employees  are  veterans? 

a.  10  percent  b.  20  percent 
c.  30  percent      d.  40  percent 
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A  FAMILY'S  WWII 

SERVICE 
ABOVE  i&  BEYOND 


by  Robert  IMcKean 


While  conducting  research  for 
this  edition  of 'The  Common- 
wealth Veteran"  I  ran  across  a 
story  of  one  family  who  gave  to  their 
country  a  dedication  that  is  worthy  of 
documentation.  During  a  time  of  our 
country's  involvement  in  W.W.II,  a 
dedicated  family  headed  by  widow  Mrs. 
Florence  L.  Nutting  of  Gardner,  Massa- 
chusetts made  one  of  the  city's  greatest 
contributions  in  manpower  to  the 
country's  war  effort.  Her  four  sons,  all 
in  the  U.S.  Army,  along  with  her  two 
sons-in  law,  served  during  W.W.II.  They 
ranged  in  age  from  31  to  20  when 
entering  the  service. 

The  oldest  son  Pfc.  Everett  E.  Nutting, 
who  entered  the  Army  in  November, 
1942,  served  in  France  with  an  ambu- 
lance unit.  Corporal  Gilbert  H.  Nutting 
was  drafted  in  February  1941  and  saw 
service  in  Sicily,  France,  Belgium  and 
Germany.  Corporal  Donald  C.  Nutting 
entered  in  March  1943  along  with 
another  brother,  Howard  C.  Nutting,  who 
entered  in  August  of  1943. 

Mrs.  Nutting's  sons-in-law.  Pvt.  Lloyd 
W.  Bolt,  entered  the  service  in  1943  and 
served  in  Northern  Ireland  and 
Luxembourg,  along  with  Corporal  Hiram 
Caswell,  who  entered  in  December  1942 
and  served  in  England. 

Unfortunately,  the  Nutting  family 
experienced  one  casualty  ~  son-in-law 
Pvt.  Lloyd  W.  Bolt  was  killed  overseas. 

After  the  war,  Mrs.  Nutting's  two 
youngest  daughters  married  men  who 
had  served  during  W.W.II.  They  were 
Joseph  N.  Bastarache  and  John  Danils  of 
Gardner  who  both  served  with  the 
Merchant  Marines. 

To  say  the  least,  the  Nutting  family, 
including  its  matriarch  who  was 
widowed  prior  to  the  start  of  W.W.II, 
exhibited  a  strong  sense  of  patriotism 
and  is  an  example  of  how  ordinary 
people  react  in  extraordinary 
circumstances  contributing  to  help  make 
this  country  the  greatest  on  earth.  A 
salute  goes  out  to  the  entire  Nutting 
family. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 


VA  TRAINING  SESSIONS 
FOCUS  ON  BENEFIT 
APPEALS 

The  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
(VA)  has  launched  a  series  of 
workshops  at  its  regional  benefits 
offices  as  part  of  its  effort  to  speed  up  the 
processing  of  veterans'  benefits  claims  by 
improving  decision-making  quality. 

While  training  sessions  for  claims 
adjudicators  are  not  uncommon,  the  new 
initiative  brings  together  other  representa- 
tives in  the  process  —  lawyers,  doctors, 
and,  in  some  cases,  veterans  organization 
officials  ~  for  presentations  and  panel 
discussions  in  a  cooperative  training 
venture  with  members  of  VA's  Board  of 
Veterans'  Appeals  (BVA). 

Initially  scheduled  for  two  dozen  regional 
offices  around  the  country,  the  all  day 
sessions  will  focus  on  the  factors  that 
cause  claims  decisions  to  be  appealed  by 
veterans  or  remanded  back  to  a  regional 
office  by  BVA.  The  regional  offices  have 
been  encouraged  to  seek  participation  of 
all  of  their  workers  who  are  substantively 
involved  in  the  appeals  process  at  their 
office. 

"Since  early  1994,  we  have  reduced 
processing  time  on  original  compensation 
claims  by  nearly  a  third,  but  I  am  confi- 
dent we  can  make  even  further  gains 
through  the  kind  of  business  practice 
reeingineering  we  hope  will  spring  from 
the  training,  introspection  and  candid 
dialog  these  seminars  will  foster",  VA 
Under  Secretary  for  Benefits  John  Vogel 
said. 

"Claims  remanded  to  regional  offices  by 
BVA  for  re-review  represent  an  important 
element  of  due  process  for  the  veteran, 
and  we  are  seeing  more  remands  in  part 
because  we  are  clearing  out  a  backlog. 
However,  where  we  can  avoid  deficiencies 
at  the  outset  by  improving  initial  process- 
ing, all  interests  are  served  and  veterans 
can  get  the  benefits  to  which  they  are 
entitled  more  quickly,"  Vogel  said. 

Each  training  program  generally  will 
feature  presentations  by  a  BVA  Board 
member  and  an  accompanying  BVA 
attorney  as  well  as  a  health  system 
representative  involved  with  the  medical 
examinations  of  claimants.  The  program 
also  will  feature  a  panel  discussion  and 
audience  interaction.  ♦♦♦ 
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READING  LIFE  IN 
BUMPER  STICKERS 

Source:  With  Permission  to  Print  from  the 
Boston  Herald,  by  Beveriv  Beckham.  10  96 

He  was  creeping  down  the  road,  miles 
under  the  speed  limit,  a  white-haired 
man  in  a  big  car  \s  ho  drove  as  if  he 
had  all  the  time  in  the  world  and  no  place 
in  particular  to  go. 

1  was  in  a  hurr\,  and  stuck  behind  him. 
One  car  separated  us  and  its  driver  was 
even  more  impatient  than  I,  gunning  his 
engine,  stomping  on  the  brake,  tailgating 
and  lurching  his  way  to  the  rotary. 

It  was  a  long  two  miles.  Just  before  the 
rotary,  the  road  widened  and  the  driver  in 
front  of  me  cut  hard  to  the  left,  hit  the  gas 
and  blew  by  the  slowpoke.  Now  1  was 
directly  behind  him  as  be  came  to  a  stop. 

At  least  a  dozen  cars  entered  and  exited  the 
rotary  w  hile  he  sat  in  front  of  me  as  still  as 
stone.  Ordinarily,  I  would  have  been 
furious  -  I  would  have  leaned  on  my  horn, 
steamed  and  sputtered.  Ordinarily  I  would 
have  behaved  like  a  jackass.  But  not  this 
time. 

This  time  1  was  suddenly  and 
overwhelmingly  ashamed  of  myself,  of  my 
impatience,  my  anger,  my  driving  to 
intimidate,  my  overwhelming  arrogant 
intolerance,  because  while  stuck  behind 
this  stranger.  I  read  his  bumper  sticker,  a 
faded  old  thing,  and  it  made  me  realize  that 
1  had  no  right  to  be  annoyed  with  this  man. 
no  right  at  all. 

The  word  "VETERAN"  was  in  big  bold 
letters  and  was  easy  to  read.  But  it  was  the 
words  underneath,  the  ones  in  smaller 
faded  print,  that  shamed  me:  "of  the 
Normandy  invasion."  These  words  put 
everything  into  perspective,  while  at  the 
same  time  turned  everything  upside  down. 
Where  was  I  going  that  was  more 
important  than  where  this  man  had  been? 

I  thought,  not  just  as  I  sat  behind  this  man. 
but  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  about  what  he 
had  done  for  this  country,  about  what  being 
a  veteran  of  the  Normandy  invasion  meant. 

I  thought  about  how  he  had  been  a  kid 
when  he  landed  on  that  beach  52  years  ago. 
I  thought  about  the  dark  sky  and  the  darker 
sea  and  the  morning  cold  and  the  endless 
carnage,  as  waves  and  waves  of  boys  in 
battle  dress  waded  through  the  chilly  water, 
hitting  the  sand  drenched,  laden  with 
weapons  and  equipment,  being  picked  off 
like  wooden  ducks  at  a  carnival  as  the 
Germans  gunned  them  down  and  the  world 
exploded  around  them. 


DVS  WELCOMES  NEW  STAFF  MEMBERS 


I 


t  gives  us  a  great  pleasure  to 
introduce  new  members  of  our 
staff 


Joan  O'Connor  is  our  new  Associate 
General  Counsel.  Previously  an 
Assistant  City  Solicitor  in  Somerville 
and  a  lawyer  in  private  practice  in 
Cambridge,  she  is  a  graduate  of 
Emmanuel  College,  Boston 
University  School  of  Public  Commu- 
nication and  New  England  School  of 
Law .  Recently  promoted  to  Com- 
mander in  the  Naval  Reserve,  she  is  a 
public  affairs  officer  assigned  to  an 
information  unit  in  Atlanta.  In 
addition  to  her  legal  duties,  Joan  is 
responsible  for  outreach  to  women 
veterans  and  helping  to  establish  a 
veterans'  museum  for  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Dana  Riha  joined  our  office  as  our 
new  legal  secretary.  She  comes  to  us 
from  the  Department  of  Social 
Services  in  Brockton  where  she  was 
involved  in  custodv  and  care  of 


children.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Katherine 
Gibbs  Secretarial  School.  She  is  a  proud 
ow  ner  of  a  Shetland  Sheep  dog  (Sheltie) 
called  Sneakers. 

Hyun  Yoo  is  our  new  Systems  Administra- 
tor of  the  Department's  local  area  network 
and  responsible  for  the  veterans'  database 
management  system.  Hyun  comes  to  us 
from  the  City  of  Boston,  MIS  Department, 
where  he  was  a  database  programmer  and 
network  systems  administrator  for  five 
years.  He  has  a  B.S.  degree  from  Boston 
College.  Hyun  also  runs  a  computer 
consulting  business  in  his  spare  time. 

Anna  Costa  is  our  new  Data  Entry  Clerk 
whose  primary  function  is  to  research 
applications  and  enter  data  into  VSMIS 
system.  Anna  worked  at  Blue  Cross  Blue 
Shields  for  10  years  as  an  Administrative 
Assistant  and  was  on  a  few  years  hiatus  to 
raise  her  three  children:  Manuela,  Linda, 
and  Analisa. 

We  are  pleased  to  have  them  aboard! 


How  long  had  he  spent  overseas? 
Where  did  he  land?  At  Pointe  du  Hoc? 
At  Omaha  Beach?  With  the 
paratroopers  at  St.  Mere-Englise?  How 
many  friends  did  he  see  die?  How 
many  are  buried  in  the  American 
cemetery  where  the  white  crosses 
stretch  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see?  Was 
he  wounded?  Did  he  leave  a  girl 
behind?  Did  she  wait  for  him  or  did 
she  marry  someone  else? 

All  these  years  later,  does  he  still  hear 
the  screams  of  the  wounded  in  his 
dreams?  Does  he  try  to  scale  those 
unscaleable  walls?  He  thinks  about  this 
time  in  his  life.  The  bumper  sticker  is 
proof  But  is  he  haunted  by  what 
happened  there? 

The  man,  after  a  while,  stepped  on  the 
gas,  merged  into  traffic  and 
disappeared.  I  never  saw  his  face,  just 
the  back  of  his  head,  and  yet  I  felt  I 
knew  him. 

Maybe  all  people  should  come  with 
bumper  stickers  or  signs  1  thought  as  I 
drove  on,  far  more  patiently  than  I  had 
in  a  lona,  long  time.  Signs  saving  "I 
HAVE  THREE  WONDERFUL 
CHILDREN.  TWO  BOYS  AND  A 
GIRL,"  accompanied  by  their  pictures. 
Signs  saying  "I  teach  fifth  grade.  I  got 
enaased  last  week.  I'm  in  love.  I 


survived  cancer.  This  morning  I  buried  my 
father." 

Maybe  we'd  all  be  a  little  kinder  if  we  knew 
something  about  the  people  whom  we  curse 
w  hile  behind  closed  windows.  Few  of  us 
would  ever  be  deliberately  rude  to  people  we 
know.  It's  anonymity  that  does  us  in.  We 
wouldn't  think  about  blowing  our  horn  at 
the  sweet  little  man  who  lives  down  the 
street.  But  when  the  man  is  a  stranger,  we 
turn  into  strangers  ourselves,  impatient,  ill- 
mannered  people  whom  we  hardly 
recognize. 

Veteran  of  the  Normandy  invasion,  I  want  to 
thank  you.  You  slowed  me  down  in  more 
ways  than  one. 


A  LITTLE  KNOWN  FACT 
ABOUT  MILITARY  SERVICE 

In  the  15  years  between  1979  and  1994, 
personnel  deaths  were  as  follows: 

Killed  in  action:  487 

Killed  in  non-hostile  accidents:  17,220 

(Excludes  illnesses,  homicides,  and 
suicides) 


Q& A 


Source:  VA  News 


Q.  I  want  to  buy  a  house  with  a  loan 
guaranteed  by  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs.  Must  I  live  in  the 
house  if  I  buy  it? 

A.  Veterans  must  certify  that  they 
intend  to  live  in  the  home  they  are 
buying  or  building  with  a  VA  guaranteed 
loan. 

Q.  How  and  when  are  these  properties 
listed*^ 

A.  VA  manages  and  sells  acquired 
properties  through  46  VA  regional 
offices.  Some  VA  offices  issue  sales 
listings,  at  least  monthly,  by  direct  mail 
to  participating  real  estate  brokers  and 
others  place  sales  in  local  newspapers. 
The  properties  are  available  for  sale  to 
the  general  public  through  the  services 
of  private-sector  real  estate  brokers. 
Real  estate  brokers  assist  prospective 
purchasers  in  finding,  viewing,  and 
offering  to  purchase  the  properties.  VA 
pays  the  sales  commission.  Prospective 
purchasers  should  contact  a  local  real 
estate  broker  of  their  choice  for  addi- 
tional information.  Many  VA  offices 
maintain  electronic  bulletin  boards  that 
include  information  about  the  property 
sales  program  and  a  list  of  the  properties 
available  for  sale.  A  list  of  the  telephone 
numbers  of  these  bulletin  boards  is 
available  in  a  "Homes  for  Sales"  files  on 
VA's  national  bulletin  board,  VA-Online 
(1-800-871-8387),  under  the  Veterans 
Benefits  Menu. 

Q.  I  have  a  VA-guaranteed  loan  and 
want  to  refinance  it  so  1  can  complete 
some  improvements.  Do  I  have  to  live 
in  the  house? 

A.  A  veteran  who  wishes  to  refinance  or 
improve  a  home  with  a  VA  guaranty 
must  certify  to  being  in  occupancy  at  the 
time  of  application.  A  spouse  may 
certify  occupancy  if  the  buyer  is  on 
active  duty.  In  refinancing  a  VA- 
guaranteed  loan  solely  to  reduce  the 
interest  rate,  veterans  need  only  certify 
to  prior  occupancy. 

Q.  I'm  a  single  serviceman  stationed 
overseas  and  want  to  buy  a  house  in  my 
home  town.  My  friends  who  are  married 
can  do  this  by  having  their  spouses 
occupy  the  property  in  their  place.  Why 
can't  I  do  the  same  with  my  parents  or 
other  relatives  occupying  on  my  behalf? 
A.  The  law  specifically  provides  that 
occupancy  by  the  service  person's  spouse 
satisfies  the  personal  occupancy 


requirement.  The  law  makes  no  provision 
for  occupancy  by  other  close  relatives  as  a 
substitute  for  personal  occupancy  by  the 
veteran  or  service  person. 

Q.  Can  I  use  my  VA-guaranteed  home  loan 
to  buy  land  I  plan  to  build  a  home  on  in  the 
future? 

A.  A  VA-guaranteed  loan  cannot  be  used  to 
buy  undeveloped  land  unless  it  is  part  of  a 
package  that  includes  building  a  home. 

Q.  What  are  the  minimum  service 
requirements  to  be  eligible  for  a  VA  home 
loan? 

A.  If  you  served  in  a  wartime  period  before 
September  7,  1980  (enlisted)  or  October  16, 
1981  (officer),  the  service  requirement  is  at 
least  90  days.  For  veterans  of  peacetime 
eras,  the  requirement  is  181  continuous 
days  of  service.  Veterans  serving  after  those 
1980  or  1981  dates  must  have  served  24 
months  or  the  full  period  for  which  they 
were  called,  but  not  less  than  181  days 
peacetime  of  90  days  wartime.  If  you  are 
now  on  active  duty  you  are 
eligible  after  90  days. 


VA  APPROVES  15 
MILLIONTH  HOME  LOAN 


Source:  DVA,  September  1996 

Since  President  Franklin  Roosevelt 
signed  the  Servicemen's  Readjustment 
Act  of  1944  into  law,  the  so-called  "GI 
Bill"  has  secured  more  than  a  half-trillion 
dollars  worth  of  financing  for  veteran  or 
servicemember  home  loans.  Last  fiscal  year 
alone,  VA  guaranteed  more  than  263,000 
mortgage  loans  worth  more  than  $25 
billion.  "From  World  War  II  to  the  present, 
VA's  home  loan  program  has  helped  make 
the  pride  of  home  ownership  a  reality  for 
millions  of  returning  servicemembers, 
veterans,  and  their  families,"  VA  Secretary 
Jesse  Brown  said. 

Historically,  the  largest  war-era  veteran 
group  to  use  the  home  loan  benefit  was  the 
World  War  II  veteran,  cumulatively  account- 
ing for  more  than  5  million  loans,  followed 
by  3.1  million  Vietnam  era  veterans.  Of  the 
3.3  million  loans  currently  active,  about 
40%  are  for  Vietnam  veterans,  while  about 
25%  are  for  veterans  from  the  post- Vietnam 
period,  including  the  Persian  Gulf  War. 

Honorably  discharged  veterans  and  active- 
duty  members  are  eligible  for  the  VA  home 
loan  program,  which  guarantees  between  a 
fourth  to  half  of  the  mortgage,  depending  on 
the  value  of  the  property  and  whether  it  is 
for  a  conventional  house  or  a  manufactured 


home.  Other  loan  uses  can  range  from 
installation  of  solar  heating  to 
refinancing  a  mortgage  at  a  lower 
interest  rate. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  aspects  of  the 
VA  home  loan  benefit  is  that  there  is  no 
requirement  for  a  downpayment,  and 
home  loans  effectively  may  reach 
$203,000.  The  government  is  not 
directly  loaning  the  money,  but 
guaranteeing  a  portion  of  it,  and  a 
subsequent  buyer  with  credit  approval 
may  assume  the  loan  under  the  original 
terms  and  the  continuing  government 
guaranty.  While  the  guaranty  assists  in 
securing  a  loan,  the  interest  rate  and 
terms  largely  have  been  deregulated  to 
allow  veterans  a  fair-market  opportunity 
to  shop  for  lenders  and  negotiate  the 
terms  most  favorable  to  their  financial 
situations. 

It  is  estimated  that  some  29  million 
veterans  and  service  personnel  are 

eligible  for  VA  home 
loan  guarantees. 
Even  though  many 
veterans  have 
already  used  their 
loan  benefits,  it  may 
be  possible  for  them  to  buy  homes  again 
with  the  VA  guaranty  using  remaining 
or  restored  loan  entitlement. 

Veterans,  servicemembers  and  reservists 
interested  in  more  information  about  the 
VA  home  loan  program  may  contact  VA 
at  1-800-827-1000.  A  variety  of 
brochures  about  the  home  loan  program 
and  policy  and  benefit  summaries  are 
available  electronically  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.va.gov/vas/loan/index.htm. 


WOMEN'S  GULF  SERVICE 

(Contd.  from  page  3) 

Veterans'  Illnesses. 

"It's  good  that  they're  following  through 
with  these  women,"  says  Dr.  Robert 
Kurman,  a  gynecological  cancer 
specialist  at  Johns  Hopkins  University 
Medical  School.  "But  it's  a  long  leap 
between  what  they  have  so  far  and 
cancer."  ♦♦♦ 


DID  YOU  KNOW... 

Veterans'  Day  is  also  known  as 
Armistice  Day,  Victory  Day,  Remem- 
brance Day,  or  World  War  I  Memorial 
Day?  This  day  honors  veterans  of  all 
wars.  It  commemorates  the  day  the 
Armistice  was  signed  ending  WWI  in 
1918. 
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Air  Force  Band  of  Liberty 
Band  Performance 


By  Robert  McKean 


On  Veterans"  Day,  Monday, 
November  1 1,  1996,  the  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Veterans' 
Services,  in  conjunction  with  the  NYNEX 
Veterans'  Advisory  Board  and  the 
Berklee  College  of  Music,  presented  the 
Air  Force  Band  of  Liberty  from  Hanscom 
Air  Force  Base  who  conducted  a  "Salute 
to  Veterans"  concert  at  the  Berklee 
Performance  Center,  Boston. 

Approximately  700  individuals  attended 
the  free  concert  and  were  treated  to  a 
phenomenal  concert  by  members  of  the 
Air  Force  Concert  Band.  Led  by  Captain 
Alan  Sierichs,  Commander/Conductor, 
the  orchestra  performed  a  wide  selection 
of  musical  selections  that  had  the 
audience  enthralled. 

The  Orchestra  began  the  concert  with  a 
tribute  to  our  country  by  playing  the 
National  Anthem,  followed  by  selections 
honoring  all  the  branches  of  the  military, 
including  the  service  medleys  in  honor  of 


those  military  veterans  in  attendance. 
The  band  followed  the  intermission  with 
a  "Tribute  to  Major  Glenn  Miller's  Army 
Air  Forces  Band,  1942-1945". 

Another  highlight  of  the  evening  was  a 
special  guest  appearance  by  Celtic  tenor 
John  McDermott.  John  began  his 
singing  career  three  years  ago  when  he 
decided  to  record  a  surprise  tribute  for  his 
parents'  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary. 
He  performed  three  of  his  legendary 
songs,  "Danny  Boy",  "Christmas  in  the 
Trenches",  and  "Waltzing  Matilda".  He 
has  made  the  homeless  veterans  his 
charity  of  choice  here  in  the  United 
States. 

The  State  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  sincerely  thanks  all  the  individu- 
als who  helped  make  the  evening's 
performance  a  memorable  occasion.  This 
concert  was  the  second  annual  Veterans' 
Day  concert  held  at  the  Berklee  Perfor- 
mance Center,  and  we  hope  to  continue 
this  concert  series  in  the  future. 

For  those  who  would  like  to  know  more 
about  the  Air  Force  Band  of  Liberty  and 


John  McDermott,  their  schedules  of 
performances,  etc.,  please  contact  the 
Department  of  External  Affairs,  DVS,  100 
Cambridge  Street,  Room  1002,  Boston, 
MA  02202  or  call  617-727-3578  ext.  108. 
♦  ♦  ♦ 


"QUOTABLE  OyOTES  for 
THIS  QUARTER" 

"One  measure  of  leadership  is  the  caliber 
of  people  who  choose  to  follow  you." 

— Dennis  A.  Peers,  National  Enquirer 

"Every  generation  of  Americans  needs  to 
know  that  freedom  consists  not  in  doing 
what  we  like,  but  in  having  the  right  to  do 
what  we  ought." 

— Pope  John  Paul  II 

"A  democratic  government  is  only  as  strong 
as  the  alert  conscience  of  its  people." 
—  Charles  W.  Tobey,  The  Retum  of  Morality 

"Perpetual  optimism  is  a  force  multiplier." 

— Colin  Powell 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 
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MISSION  COMPLETED 

Correcting  52  years  of  injustice, 
seven  African-American  soldiers 
were  finally  given  their  rightftil 
place  in  American  history.  They  were 
presented  Medals  of  Honor  (6  posthu- 
mously) by  President  Clinton  on  Monday, 
January  13,  1997,  at  a  White  House 
Ceremony.  In  presenting  the  medals,  the 
President  applauded  these  men  for  their 
unselfish  actions  against  enemy  forces. 

One  of  the  recipients  was  John  R.  Fox,  a 
first  lieutenant  in  Cannon  Company,  366th 
Infantry  Regiment,  92nd  Infantry  Divi- 
sion, an  all-black  unit  from  Fort  Devens. 
His  unit  was  activated  for  World  War  II 
and  dispatched  to  Italy.  It  was  in  the 
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Serchio  Valley  in  Southern  Italy  on 
December  26,  1944  that  Lieutenant  Fox 
was  sent  out  on  a  special  advance 
mission  behind  enemy  lines  for  the 
598th  Field  Artillery  Battalion.  A  large 
enemy  troop  advanced  toward  him  and 
his  men  who  voluntarily  held  up  on  the 
second  floor  of  a  house  in  the  village. 
He  called  for  artillery  fire  to  draw  nearer 
to  his  position,  while  German  soldiers 


Lt.  Fox  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  the 
"worth  is  in  the  man,  not  in  his  color." 
John  R.  Fox  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  small 
quiet  town  of  Whitman,  MA,  at  the  age  of 
26.  He  was  recommended  for  the  Distin- 
guished Service  Cross,  the  Army's  second 
highest  decoration,  but  it  took  38  years  to 
present  it  to  his  widow  Arlene  E.  Fox. 

The  presentation  of  the  Medals  of  Honor 


RelalivesofJohnRFoxgalheraroundhisgraveattheColebiookCemetery  in  Whitman,  MA.  From  left  to  right:  Ray 
Baker,  Harold  Manow,  Charlie  McGillvary,  Medal  ofHonor  recipient  ofWorld  War  n.  Gene  Marrow,  and  Elzy  Tubbs. 
In  the  rear  are  membes  of  the  Massachusetts  Army  National  Guard's  ceremonial  unit 


surrounded  their  outpost.  With  just  a 
handfiil  of  men  remaining,  Lt.  Fox 
ordered  a  direct  hit  on  the  house.  When 
questioned  whether  it  was  safe  or  not  to 
fire,  his  response  was,  "Fire  It!  There 
are  more  of  them  than  there  are  of  us." 
His  action  permitted  U.S.  forces  to 
organize  a  counterattack  and  regain 
confrol  of  a  critical  village.  When  the 
forces  returned  to  the  area,  they  found 
the  artillery-riddled  bodies  of  Fox  and 
the  rest  of  his  men  with  about  100  dead 
German  soldiers.  No  combat  action 
could  be  imagined  that  would  surpass  his 
courageous  deeds. 


comes  after  a  1993  special  investigation  by 
the  Department  of  the  Army  revealed  that 
of  the  approximately  2  million  African- 
American  servicemen  who  served  in 
World  War  II,  none  was  recommended  for 
this  high  honor,  the  nation's  highest. 

Arlene  Fox  and  her  daughter,  Sandra, 
were  present  at  the  White  House  for  the 
recognition  ceremony.  Ms.  Fox  said, 
"Everyone  is  doing  their  part  rectifying  a 
wrong.  I'm  gratefiil  the  rest  of  the  country 
is  joining  us  in  this  recognition." 

(Contd.  on  page  6) 
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COMMISSIONER  S  COLUMN 


Dear  Fellow 
Veterans, 

The  veterans' 
world  is  under- 
going some 
extensive 
changes  at 
both  the  federal 
and  state  levels. 


Most  of  you  are  aware  of  the  drastic 
reorganization  of  the  VA  health  care 
system  resulting  in  changes  that  will 
have  a  profound  effect  on  most  veterans, 
especially  those  who  have  come  to 
depend  on  the  VA  for  medical  and 
hospital  care.  Although  it  is  only  good 
practice  to  review  on  a  regular  basis  an 
organization  like  the  VA  for  effectiveness 
and  efficiency,  the  study  of  VA  health 
care  is  now  driven  by  a  tightening 
budget.  Every  area  of  government  is 
being  closely  studied,  and  the  VA  is 
being  looked  at  particularly  thoroughly. 

One  of  the  main  steps  taken  abeady  is 
the  division  of  the  VA  health  care  system 
into  22  regions  called  VISNs  —  Veterans' 
Integrated  Service  Networks.  Within 
each  VISN,  all  VA  Medical  Centers  and 
Clinics  are  being  evaluated  for  possible 
changes  in  mission,  consolidation  with 
other  VA  medical  facilities,  or  even 
disestablishment.  Massachusetts  is  in 
VISN  1  with  all  other  New  England 
States. 

Another  aspect  of  the  VA  health  care 
analysis  is  the  redistribution  of  funds 
among  the  22  VISNs  under  the  system 
known  as  Veterans  Equitable  Resource 
Allocation  (VERA).  The  purpose  of 
VERA  is  to  correct  historic  imbalances 
purportedly  to  ensure  equitable  access  to 
care  for  all  veterans.  The  reallocation  of 
resources,  however,  will  mean  a  decrease 
of  $52  million  for  VISN  1 ,  one  of  six 
VISNs  losing  resources  compared  to  16 
gaining  them.  Such  reallocation  must,  in 
principle,  be  accepted,  but  we  must  be 
concerned  that  the  factors  considered  in 
the  reallocation  process  are  the  correct 
ones  and  properly  applied. 

Dr.  Denis  FitzGerald,  Director  of  VISN 
1 ,  has  been  studying  his  area  of  responsi- 
bility and  has  been  holding  meetings 
throughout  New  England  with  groups  of 
veterans,  caregivers,  and  medical 
personnel  in  an  effort  to  develop  a  plan 
that  will  best  serve  our  veterans,  given 
the  fiscal  restraints  the  VA  will  be  faced 


with  in  the  years  ahead. 
Eligibility  of  various  categories  of 
veterans  to  access  the  VA  health  care 
system  has  been  codified  by  the  Veterans 
Health  Care  Eligibilit>'  Reform  Act  of 
1996,  which  is  undergoing  a  thorough 
review.  Among  the  qualifying  criteria 
that  apply  to  a  veteran  are  his  service- 
connected/non-service-connected  status, 
his  financial  status,  and  the  time  at 
which  he  applies  for  care.  There  will 
undoubtedly  be  veterans  formerly  eligible 
for  VA  health  care  who  will  not  be  in  the 
ftiture  because  of  budgetary  constraints. 

It  behooves  all  of  us  who  are  concerned 
with  the  quality  of  health  care  for 
veterans  to  make  our  concerns  known  to 
our  Congressional  delegation;  to  fail  to 
do  so  would  be  a  signal  to  our  senators 
and  congressmen  that  we  don't  care. 
And  it  is  Ihey  who  make  the  final 
decisions  by  their  votes  —  which  are 
directly  influenced  by  letters  and  calls 
from  their  constituents. 

At  the  state  level,  something  of  especial 
concern  to  me  and  my  staff  is  the 
increasing  resistance  on  the  part  of  some 
of  our  cities  and  towns  to  support  our 
veterans'  emergency  financial  assistance 
program  prescribed  by  Chapter  1 15  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Law 
(MGLl  15).  This  law  was  written 
immediately  after  World  War  II  and  is 
regarded  by  veterans  from  other  states 
familiar  with  it  as  the  best  state  program 
for  veterans  in  the  country. 

I  agree  with  that  assessment  wholeheart- 
edly. But  it  must  constantly  be  reviewed 
and  updated  as  necessary  to  ensure  that  it 
not  only  serves  our  needy  veterans  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  General  Court 
but  also  that  it  receives  the  support  of  the 
municipalities  who  fund  the  program 
through  our  veterans'  agents. 

Although  as  an  agent  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  reimburses  the  cities  and  towns 
75%  of  their  costs  for  caring  for  our 
needy  veterans,  there  are  municipalities 
that  are  reluctant  to  budget  ~  and  pay  for 
—  assistance  provided  for  by  MGLl  15. 

It  is  the  issue  of  requiring  towns  with 
populations  over  12,000  to  have  full-time 
agents  that  is  causing  the  greatest 
dissension  in  those  towns.  We  are  fully 
aware  of  the  apparent  burdens  faced  by 
many  of  those  towns  with  relatively  few 
veterans  in  need  of  temporary  financial 
assistance  and  are  making  every  effort  to 
accommodate  them.  This  might  be 


accomplished,  if  change  is  indicated,  by 
changing  certain  provisions  of  the  law  or 
by  taking  other  steps  which  will  satisfy  the 
desires  of  the  municipalities  as  long  as  they 
meet  the  needs  of  our  veterans. 

As  citizens  as  well  as  veterans,  you  are  all 
urged  to  ensure  that  towns  are  in  compli- 
ance, and  we  seek  your  advice  on  how  to 
keep  MGLl  15  the  landmark  it  is  consid- 
ered to  be  throughout  the  nation.  Only 
through  your  interest  and  support  can  we 
keep  it  so.  ♦♦♦ 

VA  ANNOUNCES  1997 
INSURANCE  DIVIDENDS 

The  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
(VA)  has  announced  that  more  than 
2  million  active  policyholders  of 
veterans'  life  insurance  will  share  in  its 
1997  distribution  of  $876  million  in 
insurance  dividends.  Dividends  on  various 
types  of  policies  average  from  $200  to  $900 
and  will  be  paid  on  the  anniversary  date  of 
the  policy.  The  individual  dividend  amount 
will  vary  according  to  age,  type  of  insur- 
ance, and  length  of  time  the  policy  has 
been  in  force.  Recipients  may  choose  to 
receive  a  dividend  check  or  select  one  of 
nine  alternate  payment  options.  The 
dividends,  paid  from  insurance  trust  ftinds, 
are  derived  from  investment  earnings  and 
also  reflect  the  fact  that  veterans  are  living 
longer  than  originally  predicted. 

Only  those  with  policies  that  have  been 
kept  in  force  when  premiums  were 
required  are  eligible  for  payout.  Inaccu- 
rate notices  periodically  have  surfaced  in 
the  veterans'  community  suggesting  that 
those  who  have  not  elected  to  maintain 
insurance  are  eligible  for  a  special  dividend 
if  they  contact  the  VA,  but  this  is  false,  as 
dividends  are  automatically  sent  to  eligible 
policy  holders. 


Receiving  dividends  are  veterans  issued 
goverrmient  life  insurance  policies  in  World 
Wars  I  and  II  or  the  Korean  conflict  who 
served  between  1917  and  1956.  Veterans  of 
subsequent  eras  are  covered  by  government 
insurance  programs  that  do  not  pay 
(Contd.  on  page  4) 
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VA  INITIATES  NEW 
PROGRAM  FOR 
RESIDENTIAL 
TREATMENT 


While  the  VA  has  provided  some 
48  temporary  shelters  with 
vocational  training  for  men 
across  the  country,  two  of  which  are  in 
Boston,  it  hasn't  done  the  same  for 
women  until  now. 

"This  is  the  first  program  for  women  of 
its  kind  within  the  VA  system,"  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Alice  Clark,  Director  of 
Women's  Residential  Treatment, 
Women's  Health  Sciences  Division, 
National  Center  for  PTSD,  Boston. 
"WTiile  it  is  difficult  to  be  definitive 
about  the  exact  profile  of  the  women 
who  will  utilize  the  program,  my  sense 
is  that  the  majority  will  have  experi- 
enced some  trauma  while  serving  in  the 
military,  i.e.,  rape,  sexual  assault,  tour  of 
duty  in  Vietnam  or  Persian  Gulf ,"  she 
said. 

Some  of  the  women  may  be  coming  out 
of  unsafe  relationships  or  may  be 
without  family  or  friends  in  the  area,  Dr. 
Clark  explained.  "They  need  a  stable, 
safe  environment  to  reenter  the  work 
force  and  the  community,"  she  stated. 

"We  think  we've  found  a  suitable  house 
that  meets  our  needs  in  Jamaica  Plain. 
We  have  begun  to  meet  with  the  commu- 
nity to  inform  them  of  our  project  and  to 
hopefully  gain  their  support.  Assuming 
the  community  is  supportive,  we  will  be 
applying  for  a  zoning  variance,"  she 
said.  "In  the  meantime,  we  are  trying  to 
give  people  a  heads-up  on  our  program 
and  the  services  we  will  be  able  to 
provide  to  women  vets." 

Dr.  Clark  will  be  hiring  an  assistant, 
preferably  a  veteran,  who  will  have 
administrative  and  community  leader- 
ship responsibilities.  Although  the  job 
has  not  been  formally  advertised,  anyone 
looking  for  more  information  may 
contact  Dr.  Clark  at  232-9500  x  5912  or 
her  assistant  Cheryl  EX)rsey  at  x  4145. 


Commissioner  Thomas  J.  Hudner,  Jr.,  discusses  women 
veteran's  issues  with  Oeft)  Joan  Fuiey,  Director  oA'A  Women 
Veterans  Center  and  (right)  Joan  O'Connor,  Associate  General 
Counsel,  Massachusetts  Department  ofVeterans'  Services. 


DIRECrOR  OF  THE  CENTER 
FOR  WOMEN  VETERANS 
VISITS  BOSTON 

Source:  Richard  Earley 

Commissioner  Hudner  and  Joan 
O'Connor,  Associate  General 
Counsel  for  the  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services,  hosted  a  visit  to  Massa- 
chusetts by  Ms.  Joan  A.  Furey,  Director  of 
the  VA  Center  for  Women  Veterans.  Ms. 
Furey  met  with  Ms.  O'Connor  and  dis- 
cussed the  development  of  a  women 
veterans  initiative  in  Massachusetts.  The 
need  for  cooperative  efforts  and  outreach  to 
the  24,000  women  veterans  in  the  Com- 
monwealth was  discussed. 

Ms.  Furey,  a  Vietnam  veteran,  noted  in  her 
remarks  to  the  staff  of  DVS  that  over  60% 
of  women  veterans  in  the  United  States 
make  less  than  $15,000  per  year.  Currently, 
women  comprise  only  4%  of  the  veteran 
population;  however,  they  are  projected  to 
rise  to  20%  of  total  enlistment.  This  marks 
the  largest  increase  of  personnel  in  any 
segment  of  the  military.  The  recent  news 
concerning  the  harassment  and  abuse  of 
women  in  the  military  highlights  the  need 
for  program  development  and  support  for 
women  veterans.  Ms.  Furey  noted  that  the 
planned  realignment  of  the  VA  Healthcare 
system  should  include  easy  access  for 
women  veterans  at  VA  facilities. 

The  U.S.  Congress  recently  elevated  the 
VA's  Women  Veterans  Program  Office  to  the 
Center  for  Women  Veterans.  VA  Secretary 
Jesse  Brown  said  that  it  was  only  appropri- 
ate that  Joan  Furey  be  selected  as  the 
Director.  Ms.  Furey  has  earned  the  respect 
of  women  veterans,  service  organizations, 
and  the  VA  staff.  Her  vision  and  dedication 
will  ensure  that  the  VA  meets  the  changing 


needs  of  women  veterans  now  and  into 
the  21st  Century.  In  her  position,  she 
will  promote  the  use  of  existing  and 
developing  programs  such  as  those  in 
Massachusetts.  The  Center  will  also 
support  the  National  VA  Advisory 
Committee  on  Women  Veterans. 

Ms.  O'Connor,  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Services'  Women  Veterans' 
Coordinator,  said  that  she  is  planning 
to  utilize  the  resources  available 
through  the  Center  for  Women  Veter- 
ans to  benefit  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment and  the  newly  formed  Massachu- 
setts Women  Veterans  Steering  Com- 
mittee. During  these  times  of  limited 
resources,  it  is  essential  that  programs 
designed  to  reach  out  to  women 
veterans  be  coordinated  and  focused. 

For  further  information  on  the  DVS 
Women  Veterans  Programs,  call  Ms. 
Joan  O'Connor  at  (617)  727-3578, 
extension  109.  ♦♦♦ 

WOMEN'S  INPATIENT 
PSYCHIATRIC  UNIT 
NOW  AVAILABLE 

Recognizing  a  need  for  inpatient 
services  for  women  veterans,  the 
Brockton  Division  of  Brockton/ 
West  Roxbury  VAMC  recently  opened 
an  8-bed  inpatient  women's  psychiatric 
unit.  This  unit  features  an  environ- 
ment sensitive  to  the  needs  of  women, 
including  a  separate  sitting  room  and  a 
team  of  female  psychiatrists,  psycholo- 
gists, social  workers,  and  nurses.  This 
unit  is  one  of  only  4  inpatient  units 
available  to  women  in  the  entire  VA 
system. 

The  goal  of  the  unit  is  to  provide 
comprehensive  treatment  focused  on 
issues  specific  to  women  and  meeting 
women  veterans'  needs.  Caregivers 
specializing  in  the  treatment  of  sexual 
trauma  are  available  as  well  as  alcohol 
and  drug  treatment  and  group  and 
individual  therapy. 

The  inpatient  unit  works  closely  with 
the  Women's  Preventative  Health 
Clinic  and  all  the  available  outpatient 
services  to  ensure  a  smooth  transition 
once  the  patient  is  discharged.  A  full 
range  of  psychiatric  services  is  also 
available  in  the  Ambulatory  Care  setting. 
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STATE  VETERANS' 

CEMETERIES 
PROGRESS  UPDATE 


Western  Massachusetts: 

Over  the  past  few  months  the  Depart- 
ment of  Veterans'  Services  has  been 
actively  preparing  the  pre-application 
for  federal  assistance  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  western  Massachusetts  state 
veterans'  cemetery  in  Agawam, 
Massachusetts. 

After  submission  of  the  formal  pre- 
application  and  subsequent  visit  and 
presentation  by  DVS  staff  members  to 
the  State  Cemetery  Grants  Service  in 
Washington,  DC,  the  VA  announced 
that  it  is  committing  the  requested 
amount  of  $2,295,026  in  support  of  this 
project.  This  amount  is  the  federal 
share  of  the  project  and  will  be  sup- 
ported by  state  funds  along  with  in-kind 
contributions  and  the  value  of  the  land 
donated  by  Mr.  Edward  Squazza  of 
Agawam,  Massachusetts. 

The  next  step  in  the  process  is  a 
complete  environmental  and  historical 
review  and  the  publication  of  a  "Re- 
quest for  Proposal"  for  the  Master  Plan, 
Architectural  and  Engineering  designs, 
along  with  the  construction  designs. 
The  department  is  seeking  companies 
who  wish  to  be  added  to  the  bid  list  for 
this  project. 


ttctured  above  are  0  to  r):  Robert  C  McKean,  DVS  Director 
ofExtemal  Afiaiis,  Will  iam  Jayne,  Director  ofV A  State 
Cemetery  Grants  Service,  and  Frank  E.  Crowley,  DVS 
Reimbursement  Systems  Analyst 


Central  Massachusetts: 

The  Department  is  in  the  process  of 
seeking  bids  for  the  site  selection  for  a 
second  state  veterans'  cemetery  to  be 
located  in  the  central  part  of  the  state 
(pending  legislative  fiinding  approval). 
The  plan  is  to  have  this  project  run 
concurrently  with  the  Agawam  site. 

The  state  can  lower  its  outlay  of  fijnds  by 
offsetting  costs  with  "in-kind"  contribu- 
tions. These  contributions  in  the 
construction  phase  of  these  cemeteries 
may  be  used  to  receive  fimds  from  the 
federal  cemetery  grant  process.  The 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services  will  be 
doing  everything  possible  to  reduce  the 
state's  costs  of  the  projects  in  the 
construction  of  both  veterans'  cemeteries 
to  honor  those  who  served  our  country. 

Any  questions  about  the  State  Cemetery 
Project(s)  should  be  referred  to  Bob 
McKean,  Director  of  External  Affairs, 
100  Cambridge  St.  Room  1002,  617- 
727-3578  ext.  108  or  E-Mail  (RMcKean 
@State.MA.US). 


DEADLINE  EXTENDED 
FOR  SICK  GULF  WAR  VETS 

Persian  Gulf  War  veterans  who  have 
undiagnosed  illnesses  that  may  be 
related  to  their  service  in  Southwest 
Asia  have  until  December  31,  2001,  to 
ask  the  government  for  help. 

Previously,  sick  Gulf  War  veterans  had  to 
request  treatment  for  their  undiagnosed 
ailment  from  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  within  two  years  after  leaving  the 
theater.  President  Clinton  approved  the 
extension  to  March  7  at  the  request  of 
Veterans  Affair's  Secretary  Jesse  Brown. 
"It's  great  news  for  veterans,"  said  Matt 
Puglisi,  who  heads  the  American  Legion's 
Persian  Gulf  War  Task  Force.  Some 
veterans  had  asked  the  VA  to  lift  com- 
pletely the  time  limit  for  sick  Gulf  War 
veterans  to  come  forward,  Puglisi  said. 
The  administration's  move,  he  said, 
represents  a  reasonable  compromise. 

"Brown  and  the  President  settled  on  10 
years,"  from  the  date  the  war  began, 
Puglisi  said.  "It  could  be  extended  again 
if  the  science  doesn't  come  up  with 
answers  by  200 1 ." 

According  to  the  VA,  of  the  84,000  people 
who  filed  disability  claims  related  to  their 
Gulf  War  service,  64,000  have  been 
granted  some  form  of  treatment  or 
compensation  under  established  guide- 
lines for  low-income  veterans  or  those 
with  service-connected  disabilities.  To 
date,  however,  only  660  veterans  are 
being  treated  by  the  VA  for  undiagnosed 
illnesses  related  to  Gulf  War  service.  The 
VA  predicts  that  number  will  rise  as 
"thousands  of  new  claimants"  become 
eligible  under  the  new  guidelines. 

Another  chance! 

The  extension  of  the  window  in  which  to 
file  claims  also  means  that  5,000  veter- 
ans, after  they  left  the  gulf  region,  will 
have  a  chance  to  resubmit  them,  the  VA 
announced. 

Puglisi  noted  that  previous  VA  efforts  to 
expand  coverage  for  sick  veterans  has 
been  limited  in  scope.  Cold  War  veterans 
who  were  exposed  to  radiation  during 


atomic  tests  in  the  1950's,  troops 
exposed  to  the  herbicide  Agent  Orange 
during  the  Viemam  War,  and  Persian 
Gulf  veterans  who  have  come  forward  so 
far  are  a  "small  percentage"  of  those 
under  VA  care,  he  said. 

In  that  context,  Puglisi  said,  the  ex- 
panded window  for  mysteriously  ill  Gulf 
War  veterans  is  "a  good  thing,  but  not  a 
silver  bullet." 

Gulf  War  veterans  are  the  only  class  of 
veterans  offered  treatment  by  the  VA  for 
undiagnosed  illnesses.  ♦♦♦ 


INSURANCE  DIVIDENDS 

(Contd.  from  page  2) 

dividends.  Although  VA  also  administers 
a  special  life  insurance  program  for 
disabled  veterans  and  a  program  offering 
mortgage  life  insurance  coverage,  these 
policies  have  a  different  financial  struc- 
ture, and  neither  pays  dividends.  For 
current  active-duty  service  members  and 
reservists,  VA  supervises  a  contract  with  a 
private  underwriter  for  Servicem embers' 
Group  Life  Insurance,  which  also  does  not 
pay  dividends. 

Veterans  who  have  questions  about  their 
policies  may  call  the  VA  Insurance  Center 
toll-free  at  1-800-669-8477. 

♦ 
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REQUESTS  FOR  VETERANS'  MILITARY  INFORMATION 


Individuals  may  make  requests  for 
copies  of  deceased  veterans  records. 
To  do  so,  they  should  submit 
requests  in  writing  to  the  nearest  VA 
regional  office  1-800-827-1000. 
Provide  as  much  identifying  infor- 
mation as  possible  to  enable  the 
local  VA  office  to  identify  the 
requested  records.  Some  examples 
of  useful  information  include:  the 
veteran's  fiill  name;  VA  file  number; 
branch  of  service;  service  serial 
number;  social  security  number; 
exact  dates  of  birth  or  death;  and 
enlistment  and  discharge  date.  In 
some  cases,  it  may  be  useful  to 
provide  the  veteran's  home  of  record 
at  the  time  of  entry  into  the  service. 
VA  does  not  maintain  organizational 
information  in  its  computerized 
database,  so  information  such  as 
duty  station  is  not  helpful  in  identi- 
fying VA  records.  IfVAisableto 
identify  the  requested  records,  they 
will  release  the  deceased  veteran's 
information,  subject  to  applicable 
laws  and  regulations. 

To  Request  Your  Own  Record: 

An  individual  may  make  a  request 


for  his/her  own  VA  record.  The 
veteran  should  submit  a  written 
request,  under  the  Privacy  Act,  to  the 
nearest  VA  regional  office.  The 
veteran  should  include  as  much  of  the 
same  information  listed  above,  as 
possible.  The  most  important  piece 
of  information,  if  known,  is  your  VA 
file  number,  commonly  referred  to  as 
the  VA  claim  number. 

For  Veterans  Who  Have  Never 
Filed  for  VA  Benefits: 

Veterans  who  have  never  filed  a 
claim  for  VA  benefits  and  who  are 
seeking  copies  of  their  military 
records  should  utilize  a  Standard 
Form  1 80,  Request  Pertaining  to 
Military  Records.  You  may  request  a 
form  by  calling  the  nearest  VA 
regional  office  at  toll-free  number  1- 
800-827-1000.  The  form  is  also 
available  through  a  "Fax  Database" 
option  on  VAONLINE  accessible  at 
Internet  IP  192.26.48.131.  Veterans 
should  complete  the  forms  with  as 
much  identifying  information  as 
possible  and  submit  them  to  the 
appropriate  address  provided  on  the 
reverse  side  of  the  forms.  ♦♦♦ 


VA  PUBLISHES  NEW 
AGENT  ORANGE  RULE 

The  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  (VA)  has  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  a  new  regulation 
on  compensation  payments  to  Vietnam 
veterans  suffering  from  prostate  cancer 
and  acute  and  subacute  peripheral 
neuropathy  based  on  their  exposure  to 
Agent  Orange. 

Under  the  new  rule,  Vietnam  veterans 
currently  disabled  from  acute  and 
subacute  peripheral  neuropathy,  if 
manifested  within  one  year  of  exposure, 
or  prostate  cancer  diagnosed  at  any  time 
following  a  veteran's  exposure,  are 
eligible  to  apply  for  disability  compen- 
sation. The  effective  date  of  the  fmal 
regulation  was  November  7,  1996. 

♦  ♦♦ 


AUSTRIAN  ARCHITECT 
to  DESIGN  NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL 

An  Austrian-bom  architect  has 
been  chosen  to  design  a  national 
World  War  II  memorial  in 
Washington,  DC.  Freidrich  St.  Florian 
who  remembers  "smiling  GIs  liberating 
his  Alpine  village"  won  an  intense 
competition  among  400  anonymous 
entries. 

The  wiiming  design  will  be  built  on  a  7.4 
acre  rectangular  site  at  the  heart  of  the 
National  Mall,  with  views  of  the  Capitol, 
Washington  Monument,  and  the  Lincoln 
Memorial.  The  landmark,  to  be  con- 
structed of  limestone  and  granite  with  an 
ensemble  of  circling  columns,  a  central 
waterfall  connecting  two  reflecting  pools 
and  a  carpet  of  white  roses,  is  set  to  be 
dedicated  on  Veterans  Day  in  the  year 
2000. 


BOSTON  VA  MEDICAL 
CENTER  EXPANDS  SERVICES 
for  WOMEN  VETERANS 

The  Women's  Health  Center  at  the 
Boston  VA  Medical  Center  has  added 
a  plastic  surgery  clinic,  staffed  by  Dr. 
Christine  Hamori. 

Women  from  all  eras  of  military  service 
receive  care  in  the  Women's  Health  Center, 
with  specialized  treatment  offered  depend- 
ing on  life  stage  and  interest.  Plastic 
surgery,  which  can  be  done  only  for  medical 
reasons  in  VA,  has  been  added  to  the 
specialty  services  offered  to  women  veter- 
ans. Examples  of  problems  that  can  be 
treated  by  the  clinic  are  breast  reconstruc- 
tion after  a  mastectomy,  scar  revision,  eyelid 
blepharoplasty,  removal  of  minor  skin 
cancers,  decubitus  ulcers,  rhinoplasty  (nose) 
for  medical  reasons  such  as  trauma  or 
snoring,  facial  trauma,  and  earring  pulls 
(split  earlobes). 

Dr.  Hamori  will  staff  the  plastic  surgery 
clinic  every  Friday  from  1 1 :00  -  12  noon. 
For  additional  information  on  the  plastic 
surgery  clinic,  women  veterans  should  call 
(617)  232-9500,  extension  4467. 

Other  specialty  services  offered  to  women 
veterans  include  cardiology,  neurology, 
urology,  osteoporosis,  rheumatology, 
psychiatry,  psychology,  nutrition,  and 
gynecology.  Primary  care  is  offered  as  well. 


JOHN  McDERMOTT 
PERFORMANCE  TO  BENEFIT 
HOMELESS  VETERANS 

John  McDermott,  the  Celtic  tenor  who 
is  known  for  his  "Danny  Boy  Collec- 
tion," will  be  performing  on  Saturday 
evening  April  12,  1997,  8  PM  in  the  John 
M.  Greene  Hall  at  Smith  College  in 
Northampton  MA.  The  concert  will  benefit 
the  Veterans  Homeless  Shelter  at  the 
Northampton  VA  Hospital  and  is  sponsored 
by  the  Northampton  Veterans'  Department. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  Bob 
Cahillane,  Veterans  Agent,  240  Main  Street, 
Suite  4,  Northampton,  MA  01060-31 13, 
413-586-6950,  ext.  299  or  calling  1-800- 
THE-TICK  (413-586-8686  within  413  area 
code).  Tickets  are  $12.00  in  advance, 
$14.00  at  the  door  and  $10.00  for  Students 
and  Senior  Citizens. 

♦  ♦♦ 
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WOMEN'S  STEERING 
COMMITTEE  MEETS 

Joan  O'Connor,  DVS'  Women  Veterans' 
Outreach  Coordinator,  says,"Ways  to 
identify  and  reach  women  veterans 
while  coordinating  efforts  with  the  VA  and 
other  service  providers  is  a  top  priority  for 
the  Women  Veterans'  Outreach  Steering 
Committee."   The  group  has  been  meeting 
on  a  monthly  basis  since  January. 

Pat  Robinson,  Director  of  Operations, 
Women's  Health  Center,  VAMC,  and 
Karen  Kubik,  Public  Affairs  Director, 
Bedford,  VA,  are  developing  a  mission 
statement  which  will  determine  the  group's 
focus. 


"Two  important  pieces  of  legislation  which 
we  are  tracking  are  House  1  (the 
Governor's  proposed  budget)  and  House 
Bill  2871,"  said  Joan.  "In  House  1  we  have 
requested  a  $25,500  line  item  in  DVS' 
budget  for  identifying  and  networking  with 
all  26,000  Mass.  women  veterans,  women's 
coordinators  in  other  states,  and  the  VA. 
House  2871  calls  for  a  Sexual  Harassment 
Office  to  be  established  at  DVS,  with 
$45,000  for  staffing.  We  are  trying  to  get 
the  VA  to  match  that  amount,  which  will 
increase  the  chances  for  House  2871  to 
pass,"  she  explained.  "We  are  asking  every 
veteran  to  support  these  bills.  We  would 
like  our  initiative  to  be  the  best  in  the 
nation,"  she  said. 

Dr.  Jessica  Wolfe,  Director,  VA  Women's 
Health  Sciences  Division,  is  tracking  the 
extensive  reorganization  of  the  VA  health 
care  system  which  could  negatively  impact 
women.  Representative  Jo  Ann  Sprague 
and  Mary  Jeannette  Murray,  both  veterans, 
actively  support  the  group. 

Henriett  Justice,  VA  National  Service 
Officer,  volunteered  to  liaison  with  the  top 
ten  states  which  provide  VA  services  to 
women.  Mary  Ellen  Mesale,  editor  of  the 
Beanpot,  newsletter  for  Baystate  WAC 
Veterans,  volunteered  to  be  the  group's 
recorder. 


"We  are  fortunate  to  have  an  excellent 
group  of  women  heading  up  this  effort," 
said  Joan.  "We  are  always  looking  for  ways 
to  increase  our  outreach  and  track  all 
26,000  women  veterans.  Please  call  us 
with  ideas  and  names  of  women  for  our 
data  base." 


VETERANS  LICENSE 

PLATES  Massachusetts 

^       1 1 3 
Veteran 
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Governor 
William  F.  Weld 
has  recently  signed  a  bill  which  makes 
changes  in  issuing  veterans'  license 
plates. 

One  Purple  Heart  license  plate  may 
now  be  issued  without  charge  to  those 
veterans  who  have  been  awarded  the 
"Purple  Heart."  In  addition,  a  surviv- 
ing spouse  will  now  be  able  to  keep  this 
plate,  but  an  annual  fee  would  then  be 
required. 

Pearl  Harbor  survivors  are  also  eligible 
to  receive  a  Pearl  Harbor  plate  free  of 
charge  with  the  same  retention  privi- 
lege for  a  surviving  spouse. 

A  new  set  of  plates  bearing  replicas  of 
the  "Silver  Star"  and  "Bronze  Star" 


will  be  available  to  those  eligible 
veterans  after  January  I,  1998  and  will 
be  issued  fi^ee  of  charge.  Senator  James 
Jajuga  and  Representative  Jo  Ann 
Sprague  report  there  should  be  no  loss 
of  funds  to  the  two  Soldiers'  Homes 
because  of  the  decrease  in  revenue  ft^om 
the  (ft-ee)  issuance  of  "Purple  Heart" 
plates.  Additional  state  funding  should 
be  budgeted  to  make  up  the  difference 
for  the  Soldiers'  Homes. 

A  veteran  who  has  been  issued  a 
Veteran  (flag)  plate  will  be  furnished 
(upon  request)  a  distinctive  emblem 
which  identifies  the  branch  of  the 
armed  services  in  which  the  owner 
served  or  the  wartime  service  in  which 
such  owner  served.  A  fee  may  be 
charged  to  cover  the  costs  of  issuance 
of  such  emblem.  These  identification 
decals  will  not  be  available  until 
January  I,  1998. 


Any  questions  in  regards  to  the  issuance  of 
veterans'  (Flag,  Purple  Heart,  Pearl  Harbor, 
Silver  &  Bronze  Star  et.al.)  license  plates 
should  be  referred  to  Bob  McKean,  Director 
of  External  Affairs,  100  Cambridge  St., 
Room  1002,  Boston,  MA  02202, 
(617)  727-3578,  ext.  108.  ♦♦♦ 


IN-HOUSE  VIDEO 
SYSTEM  INSTALLED  at 
VA  MEDICAL  CENTER 

The  Brockton/West  Roxbury  VA 
Medical  Center  has  its  new  in- 
house  channel,  Channel  8.  Channel 
8  is  part  of  the  Adtec  System  that  provides 
taped  teaching  and  entertainment  to 
patients.  The  system  is  hooked  into  all 
televisions  that  are  connected  to  the 
Medical  Center's  master  antenna.  Patients 
can  watch  a  video  tape  on  a  subject  dealing 
with  a  particular  health  problem  or  watch  a 
current  movie. 

"Recreation  Service  is  very  excited  about 
Channel  8,"  stated  Alicia  Flaherty, 
Creative  Arts  Therapist.  The  Recreation 
Therapy  Unit  is  planning  to  use  Channel  8 
for  patient  education,  as  well  as  for 
entertainment.  "We  will  be  showing 
current  movies  twice  a  day  at  10:00am  and 
9:00pm,"  according  to  Flaherty.  The 
movie  schedule  will  be  published  each 
month  on  a  flyer  attached  to  the  Recreation 
schedule.  Recently,  the  Veterans'  Day 
Ceremony  held  on  November  II,  1996  was 
video  taped  and  shown  over  Channel  8  to 
all  the  patients  who  were  unable  to  attend 
the  ceremony.  Plans  are  to  continue  taping 
holiday  events. 


MISSION  (Contd.  from  page  I) 

Besides  Lt.  Fox,  the  following  men  also 
received  the  medal:  SSgt.  Edward  A. 
Carter,  Pfc.  Willy  F.  James,  1st  Lt. 
Charles  L.  Thomas,  Pvt.  George 
Watson,  and  SSgt  Ruben  Rivers.  Their 
names  were  added  to  the  original  list  of 
432  who  earned  the  Medal  of  Honor  for 
World  War  11—50  years  earlier.      ♦  ♦  ♦ 
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A  MAN  WHO  MADE  A  DIFERENCE 


Source:  Beverly  Beckham,  Boston 
Herald,  Reprinted  with  permission 
of  Boston  Herald  

Just  three  sentences  in  the  Patriot 
Ledger  and  not  a  word  in  this 
newspaper  or  the  Globe  or  The  New 
York  Times  or  on  the  national  news. 

A  man  makes  history,  changes  the  lives 
of  millions.  But,  when  he  dies  those  in 
charge  of  deciding  what  should  be  noted 
and  headlined  determine  that  what 
someone  did  53  years  ago  doesn't  merit 
comment  today. 

But  how  wrong  they  are. 

Harry  P.  Jeffrey,  95,  died  in  Ohio 
recently.  His  obituary,  recorded  in  the 
Dayton  Daily  News,  lists  some  of  his 
accomplishments:  He  was  a  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  graduate  of  Ohio  State  University 
and  a  graduate  of  its  law  school.  He 
practiced  law  for  60  years,  was  a  Fellow 
of  the  American  College  of  Trial 
Lawyers  and  once  argued  a  case  before 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

But  it  was  as  a  one-term  Republican 
member  of  Congress  that  he  left  an 
indelible  mark.  Harry  P.  Jeffrey  co- 
authored  the  GI  Bill  of  Rights. 

"I  don't  think  anybody  recognized  the 
importance  of  the  bill  when  it  was 
passed  in  1944,  but  it  completely 
changed  America,"- said  his  son  Harry, 
Jr.,  a  history  professor. 

I  know  it  changed  my  life,  because  it 
changed  my  father's  and  in  a  George 
Bailey  kind  of  way  (each  man's  life 
touches  so  many  other  lives),  it  altered 
the  lives  of  almost  everyone  I  knew  then. 

The  Servicemen's  Readjustment  Act  of 
1944,  nicknamed  the  GI  Bill,  was  aimed 
not  only  at  helping  returning  veterans 
readjust  to  peace  time,  but  at  preventing 
them  from  flooding  existing  job  markets, 
which  was  what  happened  after  World 
WarL 

President  Roosevelt  didn't  want  a  repeat 
of  this.  So  he  supported  the  GI  Bill,  a 
grab-bag  fiill  of  economic  goodies  for 
veterans.  The  bill  authorized  funds  for 
employment  benefits,  special  job-fmding 
services  and  veterans'  hospitals.  It 
offered  veterans  schooling  at  colleges 


and  business  schools,  along  with  a  monthly 
allowance.  And  it  made  available  low- 
interest  loans  for  buying  homes  and  farms 
and  businesses  to  men  and  women  who  had 
put  their  lives  on  the  line  in  the  service  of 
their  country. 

More  than  7  million  veterans  took  advan- 
tage of  these  loans.  My  father  was  one. 
Long  a  dream  of  my  mother's,  a  house  in 
the  country  became  a  reality,  in  part  because 
of  Harry  Jeffrey. 

My  father  and  mother  grew  up  in  the  city,  in 
Cambridge  and  Somerville,  in  projects  and 
apartments.  They  didn't  own  the  houses  in 
which  they  lived  and  they  didn't  know  any 
people  who  did.  Home  ownership  was  a 
privilege  of  money,  and  they  had  only  what 
they  earned  in  a  week  and  that  was  always 
gone  by  Wednesday. 

But  suddenly,  because  of  the  GI  Bill,  there 
was  a  way  out  and  up. 

The  Institution  for  Savings  in  Roxbury 
approved  their  loan  application.  Principal 
amount:  $10,200.00.  Terms  of  mortgage: 
25  years.  Interest  rate:  4  1/2  percent. 
Monthly  payment  of  interest  and  principal: 
$56.71. 

My  mother  saved  the  letter  in  a  small  metal 
box  along  with  my  baptismal  record  and  all 
her  important  papers.  The  GI  Bill  spawned 
a  new  life  for  her  and  my  father  and  for 
millions  of  couples  just  like  them.  For  the 
first  time  in  history,  ordinary  people  had  the 
opportunity  to  buy  houses  (Levittowns 
sprung  up  across  the  land)  and  to  go  to 
college. 

Harry  Jeffrey  was  the  lowest-ranking 
Republican  when  he  was  asked  to  serve  on 
the  committee  that  drafted  the  bill.  But 
when  the  press  had  to  choose  someone  to 
discuss  the  legislation  and  its  ramifications 
on  national  radio,  they  chose  Jeffrey. 

"They  knew  he  had  worked  harder  and 
knew  more  than  any  other  Republican,"  his 
son  said. 

I  owe  Harry  Jeffrey.  He  made  my  mother 
happy.  He  gave  my  father  a  chance  to  give 
her  what  she  always  wanted. 

Millions  of  Americans  owe  their  opportuni- 
ties to  this  unheralded  man  and  his  col- 
leagues whose  work  opened  doors  and 
enlarged  the  middle  class.  ♦♦♦ 


VETERAN  S  AGENT  IS 
KIWANIS  PUBLIC 
SERVANT  OF  THE  YEAR 

Veterans'  Agent  Mary  Jane  Letizia 
has  been  chosen  as  Public 
Servant  of  the  Year  by  the 
Rockland  Kiwanis  Club. 

Letizia  was  selected  as  F*ublic  Servant  of 
the  Year  for  her  significant  contributions 
to  improving  the  quality  of  life  for  the 
people  in  Rockland,  working  with  both 
veterans'  groups  and  community 
organizations. 

In  her  fifth  year  as  Rockland  Veterans 
Agent,  Mary  Jane  assists  local  veterans 
with  financial,  medical,  educational,  and 
service  benefits. 

She  is  an  18-year  veteran  of  the  U.S. 
Naval  Reserves  and  has  served  with 
distinction  in  Operation  Desert  Storm; 
she  recently  was  awarded  her  second 
Naval  Achievement  Medal.      ♦  ♦  ♦ 


''^ato'u^.  altAout^  iMMtuHCA  made  €ifr^^ 
l/CUA  AcU     tAe  ^ff£at.  U  mote  o^tett  i4afied 


VAMC 
WEST 
ROXBURY 
EVENING 
APPOINTMENTS 
NOW  AVAILABLE 


The  West  Roxbury  Division  of 
the  Brockton/West  Roxbury 
VA  Medical  Center  is  now 
offering  evening  appointments  in  the 
General  Medical  Clinic  and  the 
Smoking  Cessation  Clinic.  Appoint- 
ments are  available  on  Tuesday 
evenings  from  4:30  p.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 
Please  call  1-800-492-8387  for  more 
information  and  to  schedule  an 
appointment.  These  clinics  are  for 
currently  enrolled  patients  as  well  as 
for  new  applicants.  ♦♦♦ 
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VA  MEDICAL  CENTER 
OPENS  "THE  LODGE " 

The  Brockton/West  Roxbury  VAMC 
is  pleased  to  announce  the  opening 
of  "The  Lodge"  located  on  the 
campus  of  the  West  Roxbury  Division. 
"The  Lodge"  is  a  nine  room  hotel-like 
facility  located  within  the  Medical 
Center.  This  type  of  facility,  better 
known  in  the  VA  system  as  a  "hotel"  or 
"health  court,"  is  part  of  Dr.  Kenneth 
Kizer's,  Under  Secretary  of  Health, 
Department  of  Veterans'  Affairs,  vision 
for  the  future  of  health  care  in  the  VA 
system.  In  this  vision.  Dr.  Kizer  outlined 
the  need  for  residential  rooming  areas  in 
all  VA  Medical  Centers. 

"The  Lodge"  is  a  warm,  well-appointed, 
residential  area  for  veterans  and  their 
families.  It  consists  of  nine  rooms,  all 
with  private  baths,  televisions,  and  other 
comforts  of  home,  along  with  a  combina- 
tion sitting/dining  room.  There  is  also  a 
small  kitchen  area  and  a  laundry  facility. 
These  accommodations  will  give  veterans 
who  do  not  need  acute  hospitalization  a 
place  to  stay  overnight,  or  for  several 
days,  while  they  are  involved  in  a 


planned  medical  program  or  procedure. 
No  fee  will  be  charged  to  the  veteran  or 
his/her  family  members. 

To  reside  in  "The  Lodge,"  guests  must  be 
capable  of  independent,  self-directed 
living;  it  will  function  just  like  a  hotel. 
Veterans  will  be  responsible  for  their  own 
transportation  and  meals.  For  more 
information  on  "The  Lodge,"  call  Colleen 
Copeland  at  (617)  323-7700,  ext.  5469. 

♦  ♦♦ 


BEING  THERE 


Source:  Social  Security  Administration,  DVA 

When  will  the  last  witnesses  to  the 
20th  century's  most  memorable 
events  pass  from  the  scene?  A 
sampling: 

Estimated  Year 
of  Death  of 
Last  Witness 


Cubs  win  the  World  Series  2013 

World  War  I  veterans   2005 

1929  Stock  Market  crash   2035 

FDR's  first  inauguration   2039 

Holocaust  survivor   2052 

Brown  v.  Board  of  Education   2063 

JFK  assassination   2074 

Woodstock  festival   2080 

Vietnam  veterans   2062 

O.J.  Simpson  criminal  trial  2108 


The  Cominittee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 

100  Cambridge  Street,  Room  1002 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 
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WW  n  MEDALS  AWARDED 

On  June  12,1 997.  tlie  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
hosted  the  presentation  of  the 
"Purple  Heart"  and  "Bronze  Star"  medals  to 
George  Bourgeois  of  Gardner  who  entered 
the  U.S.  Army  on  November  1 , 1 943,  at 
Fort  Devens. 

Thomas  J.  Hudner,  Jr.,  Commissioner  of 
Veterans'  Services  and  recipient  of  the 
Medal  of  Honor,  presented  George  his 
medals  on  behalf  of  a  grateful  nation. 

George's  stoiy  is  kind  of  a  "love  story."  The 
first  part  of  this  "love  story"  began  on 
November  1 , 1 943,  when,  like  millions  of 
other  men  and  women  who  loved  their 
country,  George  entered  the  military  and 
served  during  WW  II. 
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During  his  service,  he  was  wounded  in 
combat  December  27, 1 944,  during  action  at 
the  "Battle  of  the  Bulge."  George  went  on 
to  serve  his  country  with  honor  and  distinc- 
tion and  was  discharged  on  February  1 , 
1947. 

During  his  tour  of  duty,  he  met  and  married 
the  former  Monique  Di Silvio,  a  French 
National.  They  were  married  overseas  in 
October,  1946.  Due  to  circumstances 


into  the  United  States,  she  would  be 
returned  to  France.  So  he  left  Fort  Dix,  NJ 
with  an  incomplete  discharge  record  and 
escorted  the  new  Mrs.  Bourgeois  into 
America. 

Over  the  years  the  fact  that  George's  record 
was  not  quite  complete  prevented  bringing 
closure  to  his  part  of  history  in  WW  II.  He 
tried  to  go  through  the  bureaucratic 
maneuvering  necessary  to  correct  a 
military  record  without  having  any  success. 


From  left  to  right  Daniel  Bourgeois,  his  wife  Lisa,  and  son  Jason.  Monique  Bourgeois.  George 
Bourgeois,  and  Commissioner  Thomas  J.  Hudner,  Jr. 


beyond  their  control,  they  were  separated 
physically  for  their  return  trip  back  to  the 
United  States.  George  knew  that  his 
military  records  were  not  1 00%  correct  at 
the  time  of  his  discharge,  and  he  was  told 
that  he  would  have  to  remain  at  Fort  Dix, 
NJ  for  an  additional  30  days  in  order  for  his 
record  to  be  updated  and  corrected. 

This  brings  us  to  the  second  part  of  this 
"love  story."  George  chose  the  love  for  his 
new  bride  over  his  personal  military  record. 
Since  he  had  married  a  French  National,  he 
had  to  meet  and  escort  his  "Monique"  off  a 
bride  ship  that  was  scheduled  to  arrive  in 
New  York.  George  knew  that  ifhe  did  not 
meet  his  new  wife  at  the  ship  and  escort  her 


George  is  a  quiet  man  who,  like  so  many  of 
our  nation's  veterans,  kept  much  of  his 
military  service  to  himself  and  figured  that 
his  record  and  personal  feelings  would 
remain  just  a  memory. 

The  third  part  of  the  "love  story"  began 
when  George  was  opening  up  a  little  and 
discussing  his  military  record  with  his  son 
Daniel.  Dan,  with  a  sincere  love  for  his 
father,  knew  how  much  this  meant  to  him 
and  tried  to  find  a  way  to  have  his  father's 
record  corrected. 

In  February  of  this  year,  Dan  contacted  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Veterans' 

(contd.  page  5) 
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COMMISSIONER'S  COLUMN 


THE  BASICS  OF  MGL  C.115 


Dear  Fellow 
Veterans, 

I  regret  that  at 
publication  time 
for  our  Spring 
edition  of  The 
Conunonwealth 
Veteran,  we 
were  overcome  by  a  number  of  events  that 
precluded  its  issuance.  We  have  no  one  on 
the  staff  dedicated  to  the  newsletter's 
publication  —  it  is  an  ''extra  dut>'"  assign- 
ment —  and  w  ith  the  reassignment  of  our 
fonner  publisher,  editor,  layout  artist,  and 
whip  cracker,  we  weren't  in  a  position  to  get 
it  out. 

As  this  column  is  being  written,  we  are 
almost  at  the  end  of  the  summer,  winding  up 
a  successful  year  through  the  end  of  Fiscal 
1997.  A  number  of  bills  w  ere  filed  to  benefit 
many  of  our  veterans,  primarily  to  increase 
their  real  estate  tax  exemptions,  and  to 
change  the  definition  of  veteran  to  recognize 
those  who  patriotically  served  our  country  in 
times  not  considered  to  be  wartime.  The  bills 
are  briefly  discussed  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Our  success  was  due  in  large  part  to  the 
invaluable  contributions  of  individuals  and 
veterans  organizations.  It  was  particularly 
successful  due  to  the  team  efforts  of  the 
Boston  Department  of  Veterans'  Services, 
the  Massachusetts  Veterans  Service  Agents' 
Association,  and  the  veterans  service 
organizations,  especially  the  Disabled 
American  Veterans.  Furthermore,  the  close 
cooperation  of  the  staff  of  the  Committee  of 
Human  Services  and  Elder  Affairs  with  my 
General  Counsel  and  other  members  of  my 
staff  greatly  facilitated  the  successfijl 
accomplishment  of  the  veterans'  legislative 
program.  We  congratulate  them  all  for  a  job 
well  done! 

We  have  been  assured  by  our  supporters  in 
the  Legislature  that  all  these  bills  will  pass 
the  House,  which  has  yet  to  act  upon  them. 
We  expect  final  approval  of  the  legislation 
b\  the  end  of  September. 

We  veterans  are  fortunate  to  have  the 
support  of  our  legislators,  upon  whom  we 
must  depend  for  the  success  of  many  of  our 
programs.  But.  to  repeat  an  old  refrain,  the 
numbers  of  veterans  representing  us  in 
Congress  and  in  the  Lesislature  are  diminish- 


ing at  an  alarmingly  increasing  rate.  For 
example,  in  the  1 04"''  Congress,  a  total  of 
212  Senators  and  Congressmen  were 
veterans  —  39%  of  the  members  of 
Congress;  today,  onlv  two  years  later,  the 
numbers  for  the  105'  Congress  have 
dropped  to  1 90  for  a  percentage  of  35%. 
In  our  Legislature,  the  numbers  are 
drastically  lower:  Of  a  total  of  200,  there 
are  only  22  veterans  for  a  total  percentage 
of  11%. 

Regardless  of  how  supportive  or 
empathetic  one  might  be  for  veterans, 
there  is  no  substitute  for  "having  been 
there"  to  recognize  the  need  to  care  for  our 
aging  and  disadvantaged  veterans.  Our 
influence  is  waning,  so  much  so  that  in  the 
foreseeable  future  there  will  be  few  who 
will  go  out  on  a  limb  to  support  us. 

As  we  are  all  former  members  of  the 
various  armed  services,  most  of  us  are 
concerned  about  the  present  state  of  our 
national  security  and  can  perceive  a 
similarity  between  the  state  of  our  veterans 
and  that  of  our  armed  services. 

Those  who  have  not  experienced  the 
terrors  of  battle  cannot  fully  appreciate 
how  important  it  is  to  avoid  being  involved 
in  another  war  —  not  by  ignoring  the 
possibility  of  w  ar,  however,  but  by 
convincing  any  potential  adversary  he 
couldn't  win  a  war  with  us. 

I  personally  believe  we  are  living  in  a 
world  today  more  precarious  than  many  of 
our  political  leaders  realize;  they  don't 
understand  how  economic,  ethnic, 
religious,  and  political  differences  cause 
conflicts  between  nations  that  can  result  in 
war  and  don't  understand  how  important  it 
is  to  be  ready  for  war  in  order  to  prex'ent 
war,  as  expensive  as  it  can  be.  Failure  to 
remain  militarily  prepared  would  be  a 
breach  of  faith  to  those  who  sacrificed  so 
much  on  behalf  of  our  people  and  who 
have  provided  our  nation  with  the  free- 
doms, peace,  and  blessings  we  all  enjoy. 

As  we  must  constantly  press  our  lawmak- 
ers to  provide  for  our  veterans'  needs,  so 
also  must  we  press  them  to  keep  America 
militarily  strong.  ♦♦• 
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Chapter  1 15  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Law  is  the  state  program 
''designed  to  help  veterans,  widows, 
and  other  dependents  in  their  time  of  need, 
which  can  be  either  financial  or  medical. 


In  every  municipality's  city  or  town  hall  is  a 
Veterans'  Agent  to  assist  the  veterans  or  their 
dependents  to  apply  for  financial  assistance. 
Through  an  interview,  the  agent  determines 
whether  an  applicant  is  eligible  for  benefits 
as  set  forth  in  MGL  c.l  1 5  and  its  supporting 
regulations.  Part  of  the  process  of  checking 
for  a  veteran's  eligibility  is  an  examination  of 
the  veteran's  overall  financial  status,  such  as 
income,  personal  possessions,  and  debts.  If 
the  applicant  appears  qualified,  the  veterans' 
agent  will  provide  the  veteran  with  financial 
assistance  as  provided  for  in  a  table  of 
allowances  (schedule)  taking  into  account 
such  items  as  income  from  all  sources,  debts, 
number  of  dependents,  size  of  shelter,  living 
expenses,  etc. 

The  veteran's  application  is  then  forwarded 
to  the  Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
where  an  agent  known  as  an  authorizer 
checks  it  for  correctness  of  the  calculations 
of  benefits  authorized  and  for  accuracy. 
After  further  check  by  a  department  auditor, 
the  State  Treasurer  is  notified  of  the  amount 
of  money  owed  to  municipalities  as  reim- 
bursement for  assistance  to  veterans  under 
the  provisions  of  MGL  c.115.  Reimbursement 
is  75%  of  the  municipalities'  costs. 

The  program  is  intended  to  provide  only 
temporary  assistance.  Applicants  are  urged 
to  seek  gainful  employment,  and  the 
veterans'  agents  involve  themselves  in  tr>  ing 
to  find  jobs  for  them. 

Massachusetts  is  the  only  state  in  the  country 
with  such  a  personalized,  closely  monitored 
program  to  provide  needy  veterans  and  their 
dependents  with  the  means  for  a  dignified 
life. 


"A  man  who  is  good  enough  to  shed 
his  blood  for  his  country  is  good 
enough  to  be  given  a  square  deal 
afterwards.  More  than  that  no  man 
IS  entitled  to,  and  less  than  that  no 
man  shall  have." 

—Theodore  Roosevelt 
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LAW  &  LEGISLATIVE 
UPDATE 


During  the  months  since  our  last 
newsletter,  the  organized  efforts  of 
veterans  to  have  legislation  enacted 
resulted  in  the  passage  of  a  number  of  bills 
of  significant  importance  to  veterans.  The 
FY  98  budget  contained  several  sections 
which  will  benefit  those  who  have  sacrificed 
in  service  to  our  Nation. 

The  definition  of  veterans  eligible  for  an 
annuity  under  Chapter  115,  Section  6B  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  was 
amended  to  include  peacetime  veterans  who 
are  blind,  paraplegic,  or  have  lost  the  use  of 
both  legs  as  a  result  of  enemy  action  or 
military  service. 

In  addition,  the  class  of  veterans  eligible  for 
an  annuity  was  enlarged  to  include  those 
who  are  "otherwise  determined  to  be  100 
percent  disabled  by  the  Veterans  Adminis- 
tration "  as  a  result  of  having  served  in  the 
Anned  Forces.  Also  included  are  the 
parents  of  those  deceased  members  of  the 
Amied  Forces  who  died  as  a  result  of  injury 
sustained  or  disease  contracted  during 
service  in  time  of  war,  insurrection,  or 
combat.  Inclusion  of  these  last  two  groups 
will  become  effective  on  July  1, 1998. 

The  FY  97  supplemental  budget  included  a 
S75.00  increase  in  each  of  the  real  estate 
abatements  which  certain  veterans,  spouses 
of  veterans,  fathers  and  mothers  of  veterans, 
and  surviving  spouses  of  veterans  are 
entitled  to  under  MGL  Chapter  59,  Section  5. 
Among  those  who  are  eligible  for  the 
abatement  are  veterans  who  have  a  disabil- 
ity rated  at  10%  or  more,  Purple  Heart  Medal 
recipients,  spouses  of  veterans  who  at  the 
time  of  their  death  were  entitled  to  exemption 
or  lost  their  lives  while  serving  during  a  time 
of  war,  and  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  such 
veterans. 

The  supplemental  budget  also  includes  an 
amendment  to  Chapter  7 1  of  the  Acts  of 
1 996,  commonly  referred  to  as  the  "Veterans' 
Retirement  Buyback  Bill."  The  amendment 
states  that  active  members  of  the  state 
retirement  system  who  were  eligible  for  the 
creditable  service  on  the  original  effective 
date  of  the  act  must  make  application  for 
that  creditable  service  no  later  than  October 
15,1997. 

Pending  in  the  Legislature  are  several 
additional  bills  of  vital  importance  to 
veterans.  House  Bill  4702,  formerly  HB  350, 


is  currently  being  considered  by  the  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee.  This  bill 
amends  the  definition  of  veterans  who  are 
eligible  for  financial  and  medical  assistance 
and  burial  benefits  under  MGL  Chapter  1 1 5. 
House  Bill  4357,  also  being  considered  by 
the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
would  expand  the  general  definition  of 
veteran  under  MGL  Chapter  4,  Section  7,  by 
eliminating  the  present  requirement  of  at 
least  one  day  of  wartime  service.  Both  of 
these  pieces  of  legislation  are  extremely 
important  to  veterans  and  require  your 
support. 

Senate  Bill  1 620  exempts  military  pensions 
from  state  taxes.  The  proposed  bill  was 
found  constitutional  by  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  and  was  passed  in  the  Senate. 
It  is  now  being  considered  by  the  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee.  This  bill  also 
requires  your  vigorous  support. 

There  is  also  additional  important  news  for 
those  veterans  who  are  affected  by  or 
interested  in  the  "Veterans'  Retirement 
Buyback  Bill,"  particularly  those  who 
receive  a  pension  for  reserve  or  active  duty 
in  the  military.  One  such  veteran  has  filed 
suit  against  the  State  Board  of  Retirement 
challenging  the  exclusion  of  credit  for  active 
military  service  and  reserve  time  when  that 
active  or  reserve  time  is  the  basis  for  the 
veteran's  military  pension.  Attorneys 
arguing  the  case  for  the  concerned  veteran 
claim  that  the  current  law  is  in  direct  conflict 
with  federal  law  regarding  such  military 
pensions.  They  claim  that  such  treatment  of 
veterans  who  are  receiving  pensions  for 
military  service  is  discriminatory,  and  that 
such  discrimination  has  been  forbidden  by 
Congress.  Legal  experts  believe  that  the 
veteran  will  prevail  and  that  his  efforts  will 
be  responsible  for  making  more  veterans 
eligible  for  creditable  service.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


Veterans'  Emplo\  ment  and 
Training  Service  has  moved  from: 


One  Congress  Street,  1 1  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02114 

New  address  is: 

U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service 
JFK  Federal  Building,  Room  E-315 
Boston,  MA  02203 
Telephone  (617)565-2080 
Fax  (617)565-2082 


WAIVER  OF  STATE  TAX  ON 
MILITARY  RETIRED  PAY 

Massachusetts'  Military  retirees 
have  complained  for  many  years 
that  they  have  been  treated 
differently  from  state  retirees  in  that  their 
retired  pay  has  been  taxed  by  the  state  whereas 
state  retirees'  pay  has  not.  Until  now,  Massa- 
chusetts has  been  the  only  state  in  the  Union 
that  has  taxed  military  retirees'  pay  and  not 
state  retirees'  pay.  The  Department  of 
Revenue's  argument  in  taxing  the  military  is 
that  they  have  not  contributed  to  their  retire- 
ment systems  whereas  the  state  retirees  have. 

In  June,  in  response  to  a  request  from  the 
Legislature  for  an  opinion  on  the  legality  of  the 
state  taxing  military  retirees'  pay,  the 
Commonwealth's  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
unanimously  concurred  that  the  nature  of 
military  service  which  "can  involve  unantici- 
pated changes  in  assignment,  frequent 
relocation,  separation  from  one's  family, 
limitations  on  basic  rights  and  liberties,  and 
unpredictable  risks  of  bodily  harm"  is  in  itself  a 
contribution  justifying  the  same  treatment 
given  to  state  retirees  in  the  matter  of  waiving 
taxation  of  retired  pay. 

As  a  result  of  that  opinion,  it  is  expected  that 
the  Legislature  will  approve  the  waiver  of  the 
state  tax  on  retired  military  pay  to  be  effective 
for  the  calendar  year  1997.  That  decision 
should  be  made  by  late  September. 


LABOR  DEPARTMENT 
RENEWS  GRANTS  TO  12 
STATES 

Secretary  of  Labor  Alexis  M.  Herman 
announced  that  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  is  one  of  twelve  states 
that  received  second-year  fiinding  of  more 
than  $5.8  million  to  help  Vietnam-era 
veterans,  veterans  who  are  recently  separated 
from  the  service,  and  veterans  with  service- 
connected  disabilities  receive  training  and 
placement  assistance  so  that  they  can  find 
and  keep  jobs  in  the  civilian  economy. 

"Veterans  from  these  target  groups  represent 
an  underutilized  talent  pool  which  can  add 
value  to  any  organization  seeking  motivated, 
dependable,  and  technologically  sound 
employees,"  Herman  said.  "When  these 
veterans  return  to  civilian  life,  they  want 
what  all  Americans  want  and  deserve-- 

(Contd.  on  page  4) 
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WOMEN'S  NETWORK 

~T'  Thder  the  auspices  of  DVS,  the 
I     j  Women  Veterans'  Steering 
^./Committee  has  come  up  with  a  name 

and  a  mission  statement. 

"We  spent  considerable  time  discussing  it, 
and  we  are  the  Women  Veterans'  Network," 
said  Joan  O'Connor,  coordinator  of  the 
group  and  DVS  Associate  General  Counsel. 
"Our  mission  is  to  be  the  'central  resource 
for  women  veterans  in  Massachusetts,'  and 
to: 

( 1 )  advocate  on  behalf  of  women  veterans 
in  the  Commonwealth; 

(2)  provide  women  veterans  with  informa- 
tion on  federal,  state  and  local  benefits 
through  advertising,  brochures,  and  news 
media  placement; 

(3)  expand  awareness  of  the  needs  of 
women  veterans  and  identify  available 
health  and  human  resources  to  meet  those 
needs." 

"Outreach  will  be  enhanced  by  a  $25,000  line 
item  for  women  in  this  year's  budget  which 
began  July  l","  stated  Joan.  "We  will 
continue  to  build  our  database  by  identify- 
ing all  26,000  Massachusetts  women 
veterans  and  informing  them  about  state 
and  federal  programs." 

"Our  major  initiative  for  the  group  this  fall  is 
the  Women  in  Service  to  America  (WIMSA) 
memorial  dedication  October  1 6- 1 9, 1 997  in 
Washington,  D.C,"  declared  Joan.  Located 
at  Arlington  National  Cemetery,  this  is 
America's  first  major  national  memorial  to 
honor  all  women  who  have  defended 
America  throughout  history. 

"Because  we  felt  the  event  will  be  large  and 
a  little  anonymous,  we  decided  to  host  a 
reception  just  for  Massachusetts  women. 
We  are  having  a  tea,  which  is  being  spon- 
sored by  Bell  Atlantic,  on  Friday,  October 
1 7*  from  2:30-4:00  p.m.  at  the  Sheraton 
National  Hotel,  "Stars"  Restaurant,"  (on 
Columbia  Pike  and  Washington  Blvd, 
Arlington,  VA.)  mentioned  Joan.  "We  mean 
to  give  our  Massachusetts  women  a  warm 
welcome  and  help  them  network,"  she 
noted.   Anyone  planning  to  attend  the  tea 
should  RS VP  by  calling  Dana  Riha  at  DVS 
(6 17)  727-3  578,  extension  2 18. 

The  dedication  promises  to  be  a  moving 
one,  with  many  special  events  and  reunions 
leading  up  to  it.  (Call  WIMSA  at  1  -800-222- 
2294  or  (703)  533- 11 55  for  more  details  on 


Top  to  bonom:  Represenative  JoAnn  Sprague. 
Veterans'  Agent  Mary  Jane  Hillary,  Claire  Brassil, 
DVS  Dana  Riha,  and  DVS  Joan  O'Connor. 

hotels  and  transportation.) 

"This  fall  we  are  also  working  with  the 
Governor's  Advisory  Committee  on 
Women  Veterans  to  help  insure  that  all  the 
slots  are  ftill  and  that  the  committee  is 
otherwise  in  compliance  with  Mass. 
General  Laws  Chapter  1 1 5  s.2,"  affirmed 
Joan.  The  Committee's  annual  meeting  will 
be  on  Sunday,  November  2,  1 997,  at 
Lombardo's  Restaurant  in  Randolph. 
Watch  your  mail  for  details  or  call  Co- 
chairwoman  Betty  Victorine  at  (508)822- 

4602. 


WIMSA  MEMORIAL 
DEDICATION 

(Women  in  Military  Service  to  America) 

October  16-19, 1997,  Washington,  D.C. 

October  16  (Thursday)  @  6.30  p.m. 

Gala  Celebration,  The  Ellipse,  Black  Tie  $125/ 

per  person,  formal  attire. 

October  17  (Friday) 

@  1 1 :30  a.m.  Luncheons  for  each  Service 

branch  $25/per  person. 

@  2:30  p.m.  Tea  for  Massachusetts  Women 

Veterans,  Sheraton  National  Hotel,  "Stars" 

Restaurant,  Arlington,  VA. 

@  4:00  p.m.  Reunion,  DC  National  Guard 

Armory  $3  5/per  person,  informal  attire 

October  18  (Saturday)  @\2:00  noon 
Dedication  Ceremony  @  Arlington  National 
Cemetery,  Candlelight  March  and  Memorial 
Service,  Lincoln  Memorial  to  the  Memorial 
Site,  Dusk. 

October  1 9  (Sunday)  (a),  8:30  a.m.  A  Time  to 
Give  Thanks,  Arlington  National  Cemetery 
Amphitheater,  Wreath  Laying  Ceremony, 
Spirit  of  Nursing  Statue.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


Grants  (Contd.  from  page  3) 

a  good  job  and  economic  security  for 
themselves  and  their  families." 

The  grant  funds  come  from  Title  IV-C  of 
the  Job  Training  Partnership  Act  (JTPA) 
and  are  administered  by  the  Department  of 
Labor's  Veterans'  Employment  and 
Training  Service  (VETS)  to  help  veterans 
from  the  three  target  groups  to  overcome 
employment  barriers  and  ease  their 
transition  into  unsubsidized  employment. 
Second-year  funding  was  contingent  on 
successfully  meeting  goals  established  in 
the  solicitation  for  grant  application  for  the 
first  year  of  the  grant. 

Training  and  placement  programs  are 
developed  and  operated  by  an  entity 
designated  by  the  governor  of  each  state 
receiving  a  grant.  The  New  England 
Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans  located  at 
17  Court  Street  in  Boston  is  a  service 
provider  for  this  program.  These  programs 
provide  veterans  with  skill  assessment, 
individual  job  counseling,  labor  market 
information,  classroom  and  on-the-job 
training,  skills  upgrading  and  retraining, 
and  placement  services.  Veterans  receiving 
assistance  under  these  programs  may  also 
be  eligible  for  services  under  other  JTPA 
programs  for  economically  disadvantaged 
or  dislocated  workers. 

In  the  spring  of  1 998,  VETS  will  begin 
accepting  grant  proposals  from  states  for 
the  next  cycle  of^ 2-year  awards  for  funds  to 
be  used  between  July  1 ,  1 998,  and  June  30, 
2000.  The  amount  of  each  award  will  be 
based  on  funds  requested  by  the  state  in  its 
grant  application. 

Veterans  who  are  interested  in  the  employ- 
ment and  training  programs,  should  contact 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  Veterans' 
Employment  and  Training  Service,  JFK 
Federal  Building,  Room  E-3 1 5,  Boston,  MA 
02203  or  call  (6 1 7)  565-2080  or  the  New 
England  Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans  at 
(617)248-9400. 


OLD  IRONSIDES  GETS 
A  NEW  COMMANDER 

Just  days  after  the  U.S.S.  Constitution  set 
sail  on  her  own  power  for  the  first  time 
in  1 16  years,  hundreds  gathered  on  her 
liistorical  wooden  decks  to  welcome  a  new 
commander  to  the  helm  of  the  world's  oldest 
commissioned  warship  afloat. 

In  a  shipboard  ceremony,  Christopher 
Melhuish  became  tlie  Constitution's  65' 
commander.  He  replaced  Michael  Beck,  who 
served  the  ship  for  the  past  three  years. 

Aided  by  two  tugboats.  Old  Ironsides 
traveled  to  Castle  Island  in  South  Boston  and 
exchanged  a  2 1  -gun  salute  after  the  cer- 
emony. This  was  the  first  time  in  memory, 
organizers  said,  that  tlie  change  of  command 
ceremony  was  performed  at  sea. 

Echoing  the  words  of  the  ship's  earliest 
commanders,  former  Commander  Beck 
wished  his  successor  well  in  his  remarks  to 
the  crowd.  "God  Bless  Old  Ironsides  and  all 
who  sail  her,"  said  Beck,  42,  who  has  been 
widely  credited  with  the  successfiil  sail  to 
Marblehead. 

Beck  said  that  he  plans  to  retire  fi-om  the 
Navy  and  will  teach  U.S.  history  at  the  Fay 
School  in  Southboro  in  September. 

"I  really  see  my  role  as  a  teacher,"  said  Beck, 
a  Cohasset  resident  and  father  of  two.  "I 
want  to  show  students  that  they  can  do  hard 
things  and  that  the  values  and  ideals  that  our 
forebears  had  are  still  with  us  today,"  he  said. 

Reading  native  and  1 5-year  Navy  veteran 
Daniel  Nicholson  also  received  new  orders. 
He  assumed  the  Constitution's  Senior 
Enlisted  position  from  the  former  Command 
Chief  Joseph  Wilson,  who  will  assume  a  new 
post  in  Williamsburg,  VA. 

♦  ♦♦ 


POEM 

Source:  The  Bulge  Bugle 

God  and  a  soldier  all  people  adore 
In  time  of  war,  but  not  before 
And  when  war  is  over  and  all  things  are  righted, 
God  is  neglected  and  an  old  soldier  slighted. 

— Anonymous 


WWII-KOREA  MEDICAL 
RECORDS  FOUND 

— Source:  The  Bulge  Bugle 

Tlhe  National  Archives  recently  sent 
notice  to  the  VA  that  nearly  ten  million 
"lost"  service  medical  treatment  and 
hospitalization  records  had  been  found, 
covering  the  years  1942-45  and  1950-54. 

The  records  involve  individuals  who  served  in 
the  Army  and  Army  Air  Corps  and  may 
include  personnel  from  other  branches  of  the 
service  who  were  treated  in  Army  hospitals. 
There  may  also  be  records  showing  treatment 
of  former  prisoners  of  war  and  servicemen  and 
women  from  other  nations  as  well  as  civilians 
cared  for  in  Army  hospitals. 

Veterans  who  have  had  claims  denied  have 
been  advised  to  contact  the  VA  to  reopen  their 
claims. 

Veterans  may  write  the  Records  Center  itself 
Inquiries  will  be  processed  more  efficiently  if 
you  include  a  copy  of  your  last  DD  Form  214. 
The  address  is  National  Personnel  Records 
Center,  NPRC/NCPMF-C,  9700  Page 
Boulevard,  St.  Louis,  MO  63 132-5 128. 


Mr.  Kotelly  cuts  his  birthday  cake  at  VAMC. 

WWI  VET  CELEBRATES 
101^^  BIRTHDAY 

Mi-.  Elia  Kotelly  celebrated  his  lOT' 
birthday  with  a  little  help  from  the 
staff  at  the  Boston  VA  Medical 
Center,  where  he  is  currently  an  inpatient. 
Mr.  Kotelly  was  bom  in  Albania  on  July  20, 
1 896.  He  arrived  in  the  United  States  at  the 
age  of  16. 

In  1 9 1 8,  he  joined  the  army  to  "help  fight  the 
enemy."  A  veteran  of  World  War  I,  Mr. 
Kotelly  was  stationed  in  France. 

Mr.  Kotelly,  who  resides  in  South  Boston, 
said  that  he  hopes  to  live  to  the  year  2000  so 
that  he  would  have  lived  in  three  centuries. 


NEW  SUPERINTENDENT 
OF  SOLDIERS'  HOME 

Paul  A.  Morin  has  been  appointed  as 
the  new  Superintendent  of  the 
Soldiers'  Home  in  Holyoke  replacing 
Rudy  J.  Chmura  who  retired  on  April  1 8. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  promoted  Mr.  Morin 
from  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Opera- 
tions, a  position  he  has  held  since  1992. 

He  becomes  superintendent  of  a  3 1 1 -bed 
facility  for  veterans  who  have  non-service 
connected  injuries  or  illness  who  served  in 
wartime.  Morin,  who  is  excited  about  his 
new  challenge,  said  there  are  immediate 
budget  hurdles  to  overcome.  Adequate 
funding  is  a  priority  in  order  to  maximize 
the  growth  of  the  Soldiers'  Home.  He 
would  also  like  to  expand  long-term  care, 
physical  rehabilitation,  Alzheimer's 
services,  and  outpatient  services. 

An  Army  veteran  of  the  Vietnam  era,  Morin 
is  a  proud  father  of  Paul,  Patrick,  Paula,  and 
Page.  Before  coming  to  the  Soldiers'  Home, 
Morin  worked  for  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services  as  a  field 
agent.  He  is  past  state  commander  of  the 
American  Legion,  a  Gold  Life  Member  of  the 
American  Legion,  past  member  of  the 
Governor's  Veterans  Advisory  Board,  and 
past  president  of  the  Chicopee  Memorial 
and  Patriotic  Committee.        ♦  ♦  ♦ 


WW  II  MEDALS  (contd.  from  page  1) 

Services  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  order  to 
correct  this  matter.  Dan  was  told  the  proce- 
dures that  had  to  be  followed  and  sent  the 
documents  to  the  External  Affairs  section  of 
DVS.  The  Department  made  sure  that  the 
information  was  sent  along  to  the  proper 
authorities  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

In  early  May  of  this  year,  DVS  was  informed 
that  the  military  records  ruling  committee  had 
met  and  awarded  George  the  "Purple  Heart" 
and  "Bronze  Stai^'. 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  is  proud 
to  have  been  able  to  facilitate  the  correction  to 
a  military  record,  but  the  true  hero  in  this  story 
is  George  J.  Bourgeois  who  earned  and 
deserves  this  recognition. 

This  is  truly  a  real  trilogy  of  "love  stories" — 
the  love  of  a  man  for  his  country,  the  love  of  a 
man  for  his  wife,  and  the  love  of  a  son  for  his 
father.  ♦♦♦ 
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THE  DAN  WATSON  AWARD 

(The  Commissioner's  Veterans'  Agent  of  the  Year) 

On  June  25, 1997,  Thomas  J.  Hudner,  Jr., 
Commissioner  of  the  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services,  presented  the  Dan 
Watson  Award  for  1996-1997  to  Leo  A.  Parent, 
Jr.,  a  veterans"  agent  since  August,  1 986. 

For  1 1  \  ears  Leo,  who  covers  the  Turner  Falls 
District^  has  worked  with  veterans  and  their 
families  who  are  coping  with  PTSD  (Post- 
traumatic Stress  Disorder)  and  Agent  Orange. 
He  ensures  that  the  families  obtain  the  proper 
treatment  and  care  at  the  VA  medical  facilities. 
During  the  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
holidays,  with  the  support  of  the  local  commu- 
nity, he  coordinates  a  food  drive  for  needy 
veterans  and  their  families  in  his  area. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  veterans'  agent,  Leo 
also  donates  his  time  to  work  with  middle  and 
high  school  children  in  order  to  promote  a 
better  understanding  of  veterans  and  their 
service  to  our  country.  He  is  the  sponsor  of  the 
annual  high  school  essay  contest  titled,  "What 
Does  Veterans'  Day  Mean  to  Me." 


VETERANS'  UCENSE 
PLATES  UPDATE 


Commissioner  Hudner  presents  the  Dan  Watson 
Award  to  Leo  A.  Parent.  Jr. 

This  award  is  named  after  Dan  Watson,  a 
veterans'  agent  from  Athol,  who  at  the  time  of 
its  establishment  in  1987,  was  considered  by  the 
Commissioner  to  be  deserving  of  special 
recognition  for  his  dedication  to  the  cause  of  all 
veterans.  It  is  awarded  to  the  veterans'  agent 
who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner,  has 
best  demonstrated  the  characteristics  of  the 
"ideal"  veterans'  agent  during  the  preceding 
year.  There  are  no  specific  criteria  for  the 
award  and  no  one  is  formally  nominated  for  the 
honor.  The  Commissioner  makes  his  decision 
based  on  his  personal  observation,  but  also  on 
the  agent's  reputation  among  his  fellow  agents 
and  on  unsolicited  remarks  by  those  who  are 
familiar  with  his  work. 

The  recipient  is  one  whom  the  Commissioner 
would  hold  up  as  an  exceptional  example  of 
those  who  administer  the  country's  finest 
veterans'  supfXDrt  system. 

The  award,  a  gold  embossed  statuette  symboliz- 
ing service,  is  not  announced  until  it  is 
presented  by  the  Commissioner  at  the  annual 
summer  conference  of  the  Massachusetts 
Veterans'  Service  Agents'  Association.  ♦♦♦ 
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plans  to  issue  a  new  series  of  veterans' 
license  plates.  There  will  be  a  series  to  denote 
the  Silver  Star  and  Bronze  Star  to  reflect  the 
recipients'  awards  for  wartime  valor.  These 
plates  will  be  free  of  charge. 

There  will  also  be  a  new  series  of  decals 
representing  the  wars  and  service  branch  in 
w  hich  the  owners  participated.  These  decals 
will  be  available  at  an  additional  charge. 

The  above  plates  and  decals  w  ill  not  be  available 
until  after  Januarv  1,  1998.  The  issuance 
procedures  for  these  plates  are  in  the  discussion 
stage. 

These  plates  and  decals  are  in  addition  to  the 
existing  Flag,  Purple  Heart,  Ex-POW,  DAV,  and 
Pearl  Harbor  Survivor  plates. 

DOCUMENTATION:  In  ALL  instances, 
sufficient  documentation  is  needed  in  order  to 
obtain  the  above-mentioned  plates: 

•  Copy  of  Honorable  Discharge  Paper/ 

DD2 1 4  (including  specific  medal  award)  OR 

•  In  addition  to  a  discharge  paper/DD  2 1 4.  a 
copy  of  the  citation  awarding  the  medal,  OR 

•  A  DD  215  (correction  to  discharge/DD2l4) 

Mere  possession  of  the  actual  medal  or 
membership  in  any  military  fraternal 
organization  is  not  an  acceptable  substitu- 
tion for  the  above-described  proof  of  military 
service. 

Over  the  past  few  months,  the  Department  of 
Veterans"  Serv  ices  has  received  numerous 
inquiries  as  to  the  valid  issuance  of  some  Purple 
Heart  license  plates.  If  proper  documentation 
(noted  above)  cannot  be  produced,  DVS  will 
turn  the  information  over  to  the  Registry'  of 
Motor  Vehicles  to  conduct  a  formal  investiga- 
tion. Any  application  which  includes  inaccurate 
documentation,  for  either  the  Purple  Heart 
license  plate  or  any  license  plate  requiring 
similar  documentation,  will  not  be  approved. 
Submission  of  such  improper  documentation  in 
order  to  avoid  the  pav  ment  of  registration  fees 
to  the  Commonwealth  may  constitute  fraud. 
Further,  such  action  is  a  violation  of  the  trust 
militar>'  members  make  w  ith  their  fellow  service 
members  who  have  earned  those  aw  ards. 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  intends 
to  insure  the  integritj  of  the  application 
process,  allowing  only  those,  who  through  their 
service  and  sacrifice,  earned  and  deserve  the 
opportunity  to  display  these  distinctive  license 
plates  on  their  vehicles. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  Bob 
McKean,  DVS,  (617)  727-3578,  ext.  108. 


DISABILITY  ANNUITY 
CHANGES 

In  the  recently  passed  Massachusetts  Fiscal 
Year  1998  Budget,  language  was  inserted 
changing  the  Disability  Annuitv  award  from 
$500  to  $  1 .500.  The  effective  date  of  this 
increase  was  July  1,  1997.  This  threefold 
increase  was  the  first  in  fifty  years.  Payments 
are  processed  semiannualh  in  the  months  of 
July  and  Januan  at  the  rate  of  $750. 

Eligibility  requirements  are: 

1 .  Veteran  as  defined  in  MGL  c.4  s.7  cl.43 
and  c.  1 15  s.6a; 

2.  Resident  of  the  Commonw  ealth  of  Massachu- 
setts at  the  time  of  entr>  into  the  Armed  Forces, 
and  current  resident  of  the  Commonw  ealth; 

3.  Discharged  under  honorable  conditions;  and. 

4.  Certified  100%  disabled  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

Any  inquiries  should  be  made  directly  to  Alex 
Kravchuk  of  the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  at  (617)  727-3578.  extension  107. 


GROVELAND  SEARCHES 
FOR  ITS  VETERANS 

he  stone  under  the  heading  "Vietnam" 
on  Groveland's  War  Memorial  will  not  be 
blank  by  November  1 1, 1998.  The  town, 
with  the  support  of  the  William  R.  Dewhist 
VFW  Post  7366,  has  begun  searching  for  its 
Vietnam  and  Vietnam  Era  veterans'  names  for 
placement  on  the  monument.  The  names  are  to 
be  gathered  and  inscribed  on  the  stone  in  time 
for  a  Veterans'  Day  1 998  dedication. 

VFW  Post  Commander  Gerald  J.  Cummings 
said,  "The  first  place  we  went  in  the  search  was 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Veterans" 
Services.  George  Carter  ofthe  War  Records 
Section  of  the  Military  Division  and  Robert  C. 
McKean,  Director  of  Extemal  Affairs  (DVS), 
were  most  kind  to  us  and  of  tremendous  help. 
We  were  able  to  get  an  estimated  80%  of  the 
names  and  hope  that  advertising  will  fill  the 
20%  gap.  We  have  contacted  Senator  John 
Kerry  and  State  Senator  Bruce  Tarr  to  ask  their 
help  in  identifying  the  missing  veterans.  It 
would  be  a  terrible  injustice  to  miss  the  name  of 
someone  who  belongs  on  the  monument." 

The  town  of  Groveland  is  looking  for  the 
names  of  veterans  who  served  in  Laos, 
Cambodia,  and  Vietnam  from  July  1 , 1 958  to 
May  1 5, 1 975,  and  those  who  served  elsewhere 
August  5, 1 964  to  May  7, 1 975,  whose  home  of 
record  was  Groveland.  Veterans  with  this 
service  should  send  a  copy  of  their  DD-2 14  to: 
VFW  Post  7366,  P.O.  Box  1 35,  Groveland,  MA 
0 1 834  or  call  Nancy  Lewandowski  at  (508)  374- 
(W70. 
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CITIZEN  OF  THE  YEAR 


V'eterans'  Agent  George  Thomas  was 
selected  Norwood's  Citizen  ot  tlie  Year 
by  the  Norwood  Elks  Lodge  1 124.  Mr. 
Thomas  served  tlie  Town  of  Norwood  as  a 
Veterans'  Agent  for  25  years. 

George  served  in  the  Army  as  a  Master 
Sergeant  in  tlie  Pacific  during  World  War  II. 
He  Is  dedicated  to  helping  the  men  and 
women  who  have  served  our  country,  as  well 
as  non- veterans  who  are  in  need  of  help. 

He  is  always  willing  to  participate  in  town 
affairs  and  is  actively  involved  witli  the  town's 
people.  He  is  past  president  of  the  Credit 
Union  and  is  now  serving  a  three  year  term  on 
the  Retirement  Board. 

George  is  an  avid  sports  booster  with  an 
interest  in  youth  activities.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion,  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars,  and  Norwood  Elks.       ♦  ♦  ♦ 


"It  takes  at  least  two  to 
make  peace  but  only  one 
to  make  war." 
—Neville  Chamberlain 


EAGLE  SCOUT  "COURT  OF 
HONOR" 


On  Tuesday,  May  20, 1997,  Sean  Riopel  and 
Raymond  Phoenix  from  Boy  Scout  Troop 
181  in  Ludlow,  Massachusetts,  were 
recognized  for  attaining  their  Eagle  Scout  rank. 

For  their  Eagle  service  project,  they  chose  to 
organize  the  construction  and  posting  of  an  Internet 
site  to  honor  veterans  from  the  Town  of  Ludlow, 
Massachusetts.  This  web  site  recognizes  all 
residents  of  Ludlow  who  served  in  the  Armed 
Forces  during  WWl,  WWII,  Korea  and  Vietnam. 

The  location  of  this  site  is...http:// 
www.javanet.com/~troop  181/ 

If  you  have  access  to  the  Internet,  we  suggest  you 
check  out  this  web  site.  Hopefully,  other  Scout 
troops  and/or  concerned  veterans  in  other 
Massachusetts  communities  will  copy  this  web  site 
model  and  make  this  a  statewide  testimonial  to  our 
veterans. 

Special  thanks  to  JavaNet  for  the  generous  donation 
which  made  this  web  site  possible!  Also,  thanks  to 
Mr.  Joe  Alves.  Ludlow's  Veterans'  Agent,  for  his 
cooperation  and  support,  and  to  the  Scouts,  leaders, 
families,  and  friends  of  Troop  181. 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  offers  its  con^Btulations  and  thanks  to  all 
those  involved  in  this  project  to  honor  our  nation's 
veterans.  ♦♦♦ 


Top  L-R:  Robert  McKean.  DVS;  Commissioner  Hudner,  DVS;  Frank  Crowley.  DV.S;  Paul 
Dietrich,  Cambridge  Seven;  Lena  Koziosi<i,  Cambridge  Seven;  and  Joe  Sporko,  LA  Group. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
VETERANS'  CEMETERY 
GROUNDBREAKING 


On  August  14,  1997  the  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services  signed  a  contract  with 
the  LA  Group,  Inc.  for  the  design  of  a 
state  veterans'  cemetery  to  be  constructed  in 
Agawam.  Massachusetts. 

The  design  services  will  include  land  planning, 
architectural  and  engineering  designs,  construc- 
tion documents,  and  construction  period 
services.  The  contract  will  run  from  August  14, 
1997  through  June  30,  2000. 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  is  pleased 
to  have  such  a  qualified  firm  involved  in  the 
construction  of  the  first  veterans'  cemetery  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  The  LA 
Group,  Inc.  is  currently  involved  in  the  architec- 
tural and  engineering  design  for  the  national 
cemetery  that  is  being  built  in  Saratoga  Springs, 
New  York. 

Their  goal  is  to  create  the  best  state  veterans' 
cemetery  in  the  country.  The  Department  of 
Veterans]  Services  looks  forward  to  working 
with  them  and  the  successful  completion  of  the 
project. 

The  groundbreaking  ceremony  for  the  new 
cemetery  will  be  held  on  October  8,  1997,  at 
1 1 :00  a.m.  in  Agawam,  Route  1 59  at  the 
intersection  of  Main  and  River  Roads. 

The  Department  has  already  received  many 
affirmative  RSVP's  to  its  formal  invitation  to  the 
ceremony  which  will  include  Governor  Cellucci, 
members  of  the  U.S.  Congressional  delegation, 
state  legislators,  municipal  officials,  and  military 
leaders.  Commissioner  Thomas  J.  Hudner,  Jr., 
and  his  staff  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all 
veterans  and  their  families  to  attend  this  event. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  Robert 
McKean,  Director  of  External  Affairs,  at 
(617)  727-3578,  extension  108. 

We  look  forward  to  having  you  join  us  for  this 
long  anticipated  event. 


NATIONAL  PERSONNEL 
RECORDS  CENTER 

There  are  three  (3)  telephone  lines  at 
the  National  Personnel  Records 
Center  (NPRC)  that  provide  informa- 
tion for  persons  who  wish  to  receive 
documents  and/or  information  from  military 
personnel  and/or  medical  records.  These 
numbers,  all  preceded  by  Area  Code  3 1 4, 
are: 

538-4261  (Army) 

538-4243  (Air  Force) 

538-4141  (Navy,  Marine  Corps, 
Coast  Guard) 

A  person  calling  any  of  these  numbers  will 
hear  a  recorded  message  that  explains  the 
need  to  send  in  a  written  request.  The  caller 
is  asked  to  provide  a  name  and  address  to 
which  NPRC  will  send  a  Standard  Form  1 80 
for  use  in  submitting  the  request.  The 
message  also  tells  the  caller  to  leave  a 
telephone  number  if  there  is  a  medical 
emergency. 

NPRC  CANNOT  provide  a  telephone 
number  through  which  records  can  be 
requested  directly  for  two  reasons: 

1 .  Privacy  laws  require  the  signature  of  the 
veteran,  next  of  kin,  or  authorized  represen- 
tative before  information  or  records  can  be 
released. 

2.  Staffing  limitations  atNPRC  make  it 
impractical  to  employ  anyone  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  speaking  on  the  telephone. 
Persons  who  might  otherwise  be  occupied 
on  the  telephone  can  better  serve  more 
veterans  by  responding  throughout  the  day 
to  written  inquiries. 
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John  McDermott  Performances 

Irish  Tenor  John  McDermott  will  be 
visiting  the  Boston  area  this  Christmas 
season  for  his  "Christmas  Memories'" 
concert  series.  John  McDermott  is  a  pure, 
Celtic  tenor  whose  meteoric,  three-year  rise 
to  international  stardom  has  become  legend 
in  the  music  recording  industr> .  McDermott 
sings  both  traditional  Celtic  ballads,  and 
contemporary  music  with  a  traditional  flavor. 

John  McDermott  Is  committed  to  the  many 
senior  citizens  and  veterans'  groups  that  he 
has  entertained  on  his  tours.  In  fact,  John's 
charity  of  choice  in  the  United  States  is  the 
Homeless  Veteran  and  he  is  a  faithful 
supporter  of  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Veterans'  Services. 

John  McDermott  will  be  appearing  Monday, 
December  22, 1997,  at  Worcester's  Mechan- 


ics Hall,  321  Main  St.,  Worcester.  For  ticket 
information,  please  call  (508)  752-0888.  Mr. 
McDermott  will  also  be  appearing  on 
Tuesday,  December  23,  1 997,  at  the  Boston 
Park  Plaza  Ballroom,  64  Arlington  St., 
Boston.  For  ticket  information,  please  call 
(6 1 7)  93 1  -2200  or  (508)  93 1  -2000. 

On  November  11,1 997,  John  McDermott  will 
be  appearing  at  a  special  Veterans'  Day 
Concert  in  Washington,  D.C.,  benefiting  the 
National  Coalition  for  Homeless  Veterans. 
For  information  regarding  this  event,  please 
call  the  John  McDermott  information  line  at 
(617)350-JOHN. 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services 

wishes  to  thank  John  McDermott  and  his 

entire  staff  for  their  untiring  support  for  the 

veterans  of  our  country. 

««« 


A  Humorous  Salute  to  the 
Armed  Forces 

Source:  Stars  &  Stripes 

The  reason  the  military  can't  work 
together  is  they  do  not  understand 
each  other.  For  example,  if  you  asked 
them  collectively  to  "secure  a  building,"  this 
would  happen. 

*  The  Navy  would  turn  out  the 
lights  and  lock  the  door. 

*  The  Army  would  enter  the 
building,  throw  everyone  out,  and  post  a 
guard  to  see  that  no  one  entered. 

*  The  Marines  would  storm  the 
building  with  heavy  firepower,  destroy  it  in 
the  process,  and  declare  the  ashes  off  limits. 

*  The  Air  Force  would  take  out  a 
three-year  lease  with  an  option  to  buy. 

♦  ♦♦ 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication,  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 
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Groundbreaking  for  Veterans' 
Memorial  Cemetery 

Source:  Helen  Boissonneault 

On  October  8,  1997,  the  Department 
of  Veterans'  Services  hosted  the 
official  groundbreaking  for  the 
First  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery 
in  Agawam,  Massachusetts.  At  1 1  a.m. 
the  first  joint  service  marching  units 
entered  the  parade  field,  which  started  a 
memorable  occasion  witnessed  by 
approximately  fifteen  hundred  veterans, 
families,  and  guests. 

Attending  the  ceremony  were  military 
color  guards  from  each  branch  of  service, 
including  the  United  States  Marine  Corps 
Site  Support  Element  from  Chicopee. 
The  Navy  was  represented  by  members 
of  the  Naval  Submarine  School  in 
Groton,  CT;  the  Air  Force  by  the  439* 
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Airlift  Wing  at  Westover  AFRB, 
Chicopee;  and  the  Coast  Guard  from  the 
P'  Coast  Guard  District  in  Boston.  Also 
marching  was  the  Massachusetts  Army 
National  Guard  Team  and  the  Junior 
ROTC  Corps  of  Springfield  High  School. 
Two  of  the  highlights  of  the  program 
were  the  United  States  Air  Force  Band  of 
Liberty  from  Hanscom  AFB  and  the 
Agawam  High  School  Band. 

Following  the  military  units  were  color 
guards  of  various  veterans'  organizations 


Governor  Argeo  Paul  Cellucci  focused  on 
the  theme  of  the  day  when  he  stated  that 
the  land  donated  by  farmer  Edward 
Squazza  for  the  cemetery  "today  becomes 
hallowed  ground."  A  standing  ovation 
followed  his  proclamation  that  the  day 
would  be  "Edward  Squazza  Day",  a 
complete  surprise  to  the  obviously  touched 
donor. 

Also  proclaiming  the  generosity  of  Mr. 
Squazza  were  Senator  Linda  Melconian 
and  Representative  Daniel  Keenan  who 


Breaking  ground  for  the  new  State  Veterans'  Cemetery  (1.  to  r  ):  Major  Gen,  Peter  Clegg,  Charles  MacGinivary,(MOH), 
G.  William  Jayne,  Director,  State  Cemetery  Grants  Service,  Sen.  Linda  Melconian,  Commissioner  Hudner,  Ruth  Carr  Bitzas, 
Edward  Squazza,  Robert  McKean,  DVS,  Governor  Cellucci,  Kevin  Kennedy  (Representing  Cong.  Richard  Neal),  Rep. 
Daniel  Keenan,  Mayor  Christopher  Johnson,  John  Brunelle  (Representing  Cong.  John  Olver),  LTC  Ronald  Senez, 
(Representing  MG  Vezina),  Thomas  R.  Tullie,  MVSAA,  Col.  Anthony  Alauria,  USMC,  and  Rear  Admiral  Richard  Larrabee, 
USCG. 


located  throughout  the  state.  The  varied 
military  uniforms  and  colorfiil  flags 
made  a  striking  picture  that  kept  the  eyes 
of  the  audience  riveted  and  will  probably 
long  be  remembered  by  those  who 
watched. 

The  National  Anthem  was  sung  by 
Margaret  McKerrow.  Ruth  Carr  Bitzas, 
Veterans'  Agent  from  Agawam,  led  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance.  A  poignant 
moment  was  provided  by  ex-prisoner  of 
war  Robert  LaRue  of  Chicopee,  as  he  lit 
a  candle  in  memory  of  all  POW/MIA's. 
The  invocation  and  benediction  was 
offered  by  Reverend  Leonard  Cowan  of 
Agawam. 


enlisted  other  members  of  the  government 
in  the  battle  for  financing  of  the  cemetery. 

Additional  comments  were  made  by  G. 
William  Jayne,  Director  of  the  State 
Cemetery  Grants  Program,  VA,  Washing- 
ton, DC.  Mr.  Jayne  presented  Governor 
Cellucci  and  the  Commonwealth  an 
oversized  check  for  $2,295,026  in  pay- 
ment of  the  federal  government's  share  of 
the  cemetery's  cost.  Making  brief  com- 
ments was  Christopher  Johnson,  Mayor  of 
Agawam. 

The  main  speaker  for  the  occasion  was 
(continued  on  page  4) 
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COMMISSIONER'S  COLUMN 

Dear  Fellow 
Veterans, 

We  have  just 
commemorated 
Pearl  Harbor 
Day  in  ceremo- 
nies throughout 
the  Common- 
wealth, a  day 
described  b\  President  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  as  a  "Date  that  will  live  in 
infamy."  In  that  surprise  attack,  over  2400 
Americans  were  killed,  eighteen  ships  were 
sunk  or  seriously  damaged,  including  eight 
battleships,  six  of  which  were  later  sal- 
vaged, and  nearly  200  aircraft  were 
destroyed  on  the  ground.  The  Japanese  also 
made  simultaneous  strikes  on  the  Philip- 
pines, Guam,  and  Midway,  and  on  British 
bases  in  Hong  Kong  and  Singapore.  It  was 
a  disastrous  blow  to  America  and  could 
have  been  worse  if  our  aircraft  carriers  had 
been  in  port  at  the  time  and  if  the  Japanese 
had  targeted  the  oil  tanks  at  Pearl  Harbor. 

We  were  dreadfully  unprepared  for  those 
attacks,  especially  since  there  was  an 
abundance  of  intelligence  available  to  us 
that  an  attack  by  the  Japanese  was  inevi- 
table. We  were  eventually  able  to  recover 
over  time  because  we  had  tremendous 
industrial  capacity  that  enabled  us  to 
produce  ships,  aircraft,  armament  and 
munitions;  we  had  broken  Japanese  codes 
to  enable  us  to  be  warned  of  Japanese 
attacks;  we  had  superb  leadership  in  both 
the  military  and  civilian  sectors;  and  fmally, 
we  produced  the  atomic  bomb  before 
enemies  who  had  been  working  towards  the 
same  goal. 

Had  several  other  factors  been  in  favor  of 
the  Japanese,  however,  the  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor  could  have  been  of  such  success  that 
our  ability  to  recover  could  have  been  in 
doubt. 

I  am  writing  of  this  significant  historical 
event  because  on  December  7  in  the  greater 
Boston  area,  as  far  as  the  press  was  con- 
cerned. Pearl  Harbor  Day  was  non-news. 

Ceremonies  such  as  were  held  on  December 
7  are  not  only  to  memorialize  those  who 
died  or  suffered  in  the  event  being  remem- 
bered, but  of  equal  importance,  to  remind 
our  citizens  that  such  sacrifices  might  have 
to  be  made  again  if  we  ignore  the  threats  to 
our  security  that  exist  around  the  world 
today.  There  are  nations  hostile  to  us  and 
other  democratic  countries  who  are 
developing  long-range  missile  capabilities 
and  sophisticated  weapons  of  mass  destruc- 
tion. An  attack  on  us  or  on  an  ally  from 
thousands  of  miles  away  could  make  the 
attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  look  insignificant  by 


comparison.  Such  a  possibility  cannot  be 
taken  lightly. 

Because  we  veterans  are  the  ones  who 
fought  and  survived  the  wars  of  the  past 
six  decades,  and  because  most  Americans 
know  little  of  the  terrors  of  war  and  how 
expensive  our  liberties  are  in  terms  of 
human  life  and  suffering,  it  is  up  to  us  to 
constantly  remind  our  neighbors  and 
associates  how  important  it  is  for  our 
leaders  in  Washington,  few  of  whom  have 
ever  served  our  country  in  uniform,  to 
concentrate  on  our  nation's  safety  and 
security.  They  must  realize  that  our 
military  forces  are  understrength  and 
overcommitted  and  that  we  will  not  have 
the  luxury  to  buy  time  for  preparation  for 
war  as  we  did  in  1941. 


There  was  no  editorializing  and  little 
reporting  in  our  local  news  media  on  that 
weekend  about  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor. 
Many  of  our  generation  have  forgotten, 
and  our  students  throughout  their  school 
years  are  not,  for  the  most  part,  informed 
of  the  viciousness  of  the  wars  in  which  we 
fought  and  of  the  sacrifices  their  forefa- 
thers made  to  provide  the  freedoms  and 
internationally  envied  way  of  life  we 
enjoy.  Unfortunately,  it  falls  to  us  veterans 
to  remind  this  and  following  generations 
that  freedom  and  security  are  not  free. 


DISABLED,  LOW-INCOME 
VETS  TO  RECEIVE  COLA 
RAISES 


Disabled  and  low-income  veterans  and 
[surviving  spouses  would  get  the  same 
January  1  raise  in  government 
compensation  that  Social  Security  recipients 
and  other  federal  beneficiaries  will  receive 
under  a  measure  passed  by  voice  vote  by  the 
House  Veterans'  Affairs  Committee 
September  1 1 . 

The  cost-of-living  adjustment  is  projected  to 
be  2.7  percent,  but  the  exact  amount  of  the 
increase  will  not  be  known  until  later  this  year 
when  the  Department  of  Labor  releases  the 
Consumer  Price  Index,  which  measures 
changes  in  retail  prices.  The  Committee's 
chairman.  Rep.  Bob  Stump,  R-Arizona, 
sponsored  the  bill. 

On  the  other  hand,  disabled  and  low-income 
veterans  may  lose  a  little  bit  of  that  raise 
because  of  another  provision  that  rounds  their 
monthly  payment  down  to  the  nearest  dollar 
as  part  of  the  efforts  to  balance  the  federal 
budget  Recipients  would  see  their  monthly 
checks  reduced  anywhere  from  7  cents  to  98 
(continued  on  page  5) 


VA  LAUNCHES  NEW 
AGENT  ORANGE  STUDY 

Source:  VET  News 

The  U.S.  Dep)artment  of  Veterans  Affairs 
(VA)  has  announced  the  pilot  phase  of  a 
new  study  to  determine  the  possible  health 
effects  of  Agent  Orange  exposure  on  Vietnam 
veterans.  Letters  have  been  sent  to  500 
randomly  selected  veterans  inviting  them  to 
participate.  Included  are  250  veterans  who 
served  in  Army  Chemical  Corps  units  in 
Viemam  and  250  veterans  who  served  else- 
where during  the  Viemam  War.  The  VA  is 
conducting  the  study  with  a  contractor,  KJemm 
Analysis  Group. 

Since  veterans  first  raised  concerns  in  the  late 
I970's,  knowledge  regarding  the  effects  of 
Agent  Orange  has  grown  as  studies  have  been 
completed  and  expanded,  and  newer  laboratory 
methods  have  been  developed  and  used. 
Results  of  these  studies  have  enabled  VA  to 
award  disability  compensation  to  Vietnam 
veterans  suflFering  from  certain  chronic  diseases. 

The  new  health  study  and  its  pilot  phase  will  use 
a  combination  of  telephone  surveys,  medical 
records  reviews,  and  blood  tests  to  look  for 
excess  rates  of  illness  in  the  two  groups,  as  well 
as  correlation  of  health  status  with  blood  levels 
of  2,3,7,8-TCDD,  an  inadvertent  toxic 
byproduct  of  the  Agent  Orange  manufacturing 
process. 

The  feasibility  study  is  expected  to  take  at  least  a 
year.  If  subsequent  analysis  of  response  rates, 
availability  of  medical  records  to  validate 
veteran-reported  health  history,  and  other  study 
requirement  show  that  the  full-scale  study  is 
feasible,  that  may  take  another  three  years  to 
complete.  The  study  may  ultimately  include 
2,600  veterans,  but  the  pilot  phase  is  needed  to 
test  the  full  study's  feasibility. 

Two  earlier  VA  studies  of  Army  veterans 
assigned  to  Chemical  Corps  units  in  Vietnam, 
who  subsequently  died,  have  found  a  significant 
excess  of  deaths  from  digestive  disease, 
primarily  due  to  liver  cirrhosis.  Non-significant 
but  elevated  rates  also  were  observed  for  deaflis 
due  to  all  cancers  combined  and  for  specific 
cancer  sites.  An  ongoing  mortality  follow-up 
study  is  being  conducted  by  VA. 

The  Army  Chemical  Corps  Vietnam  Veterans 
Study  is  an  outgrowth  of  recommendations  of 
the  Institute  of  Medicine  (lOM),  which  under 
contract  with  the  VA  has  reviewed  and 
evaluated  scientific  literature,  providing  periodic 
reports  ranking  the  likelihood  of  an  association 
between  Agent  Orange  exposure  and  various 
diseases.  lOM  research  recommendations  are 
helping  to  guide  the  VA  in  charting  continued 
studies. 
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WOMEN'S  NETWORK  & 
BELL  ATLANTIC  HOLD 
BOSTON  TEA  PARTY 


DVS'  Women's  Network  held  the 
"second"  Boston  Tea  Party  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  October. 
Rather  than  throwing  tea  into  the  Potomac 
River,  the  Network  had  a  reception  for  the 
300  Massachusetts  women  veterans  and 
their  guests  who  were  attending  the 
Women's  Memorial  dedication  at  Arlington 
National  Cemetery.  The  Tea  Party  was 
made  possible  by  a  generous  $5,000  grant 
from  Bell  Atlantic. 

For  those  of  you  who  saw  the  dedication  on 
TV,  but  missed  attending  it,  the 
$21,000,000  Women  in  Military  Service  for 
America  Memorial  a/k/a  "WIMSA"  was 
beautiful!  It  is  a  long  overdue  tribute  to  the 
2,000,000  women  who  have  defended 
America  throughout  its  history. 

Members  of  the  Women's  Network  who 
went  to  Washington  are  Edythe  Sheridan, 
Mary  Ellen  Mesale,  Frances  Tobin,  Ethel 
LaSalle,  Ruth  Bitzas,  Marilyn  Bolanske, 
Stephanie  Landry,  and  Mary  Jane  Hillery, 
along  with  Joan  O'Connor  and  Commis- 
sioner Hudner  of  the  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services.  DVS  sent  the  Minute- 
man  lapel  pins  to  all  women  attending  the 
dedication,  so  that  they  could  readily 
identify  each  other  as  being  from  the 
Commonwealth. 

Highlights  of  this  impressive,  once  in  a 
lifetime  experience  attended  by  25,000 
women  included: 

Service  Luncheons:  Each  service  had  its 
own  luncheon.  The  Army  luncheon  was  so 
over-subscribed  that  it  had  to  be  moved  to 
Andrews  Air  Force  Base  at  the  last  minute. 
Apparently,  traffic  from  the  Army  luncheon 
put  the  air  base  into  gridlock.  One  could 
say,  it  was  the  first  time  in  history  that  the 
Army  stopped  the  Air  Force  from  operat- 
ing! 

The  Navy  had  2,000  people  attending  its 
luncheon.  The  principle  speaker  was  John 
Dalton,  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  "We  are 
here  to  celebrate  the  service  and  dedication 
of  those  Navy  women  who  defmed  for  us  a 
path,  showed  us  it  was  possible  to  travel 
forward  on  it,  and  who  knew  that  it  had  an 
eventual  endpoint,"  noted  Secretary  Dalton. 
"That  endpoint  exists  in  a  Navy  where 
women  are  not  perceived  as 
groundbreaking  women  in  uniform,  but  as 
sailors  and  shipmates  in  uniform.  What  you 
-  our  female  Navy  veterans  -  have  done 


Enjoying  the  restivities  at  the  Women  in  Military  Service  for 
America  (WIMSA)  Dedication  at  Arlington  National  Cemetery  on 
October  8.  1997  are,  left  to  right,  Commissioner  Thomas  J  Hudner, 
Jr  Commander  Joan  O'Connor,  USNR  (DVS  Associate  General 
Counsel),  and  Lieutenant  Mary  Jane  Hillery,  USAR  (Sudbury 
Veterans'  Agent ) 

through  your  outstanding  and  selfless 
service,  has  not  only  expanded  opportuni- 
ties in  the  military  services,  it  has  expanded 
opportunities  for  women  in  all  areas  of 
society." 

Boston  Tea  Party:  Senator  Mike  Knapik, 
(western  Massachusetts)  who  came  at  the 
urging  of  a  female  constituent,  honored 
women  with  a  Massachusetts  Senate 
Resolution.  The  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  appropriated  $50,000,  one  of 
the  largest  state  donations,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  memorial. 

Representative  Mary  Jeanette  Murray 
(Cohasset)  and  Representative  Jo-Ann 
Sprague  (Walpole)  jointly  sponsored  a 
House  Resolution  recognizing  women 
veterans,  which  was  delivered  by  Rep. 
Murray's  aide,  Stephanie  Landry. 

Special  appreciation  goes  to  Frances  Tobin, 
Opal  Clarke,  Marie  Egan  and  Mary  Ellen 
Mesale  who  staffed  the  reception  table 
throughout. 

The  Dedication:  As  Brigadier  General 
Wilma  Vaught,  USAF  (Ret.),  the  driving 
force  behind  the  $21,000,000  memorial 
promised,  after  ordering  25,000  prayers,  it 
would  not  rain  on  her  parade,  and  it  didn't. 
The  ceremony,  replete  with  the  fmest 
military  pomp  and  circumstance,  included  a 
fly-over  with  helicopters  that  were  flown  by 
active  duty,  veteran  women. 

The  most  endearing  speaker  was  Frieda 
Hardin,  a  WWI  Yeoman  P  Class,  age  101 
who  said,  "To  those  young  women  today 
considering  a  career  in  the  military,  I  say, 
'Go  for  it'!" 

Vice  President  Al  Gore  said,  "We  gather 
with  gratitude. . .  that  at  long  last  here  in  our 


nation's  capital  we  can  unveil  a  memorial 
that  says  to  each  and  every  servicewoman, 
past  and  present — Thank  you.  This 
memorial  has  been  forged  by  the  countless 
acts  of  bravery  and  sacrifice  of  generations 
of  America's  service  women;  by  their 
centuries  of  pafriotism  and  patience;  their 
pain  and  persevereince,  and  all  too  often 
their  blood  and  sacrifice." 

Sandra  Day  O'Cormor,  the  first  woman  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  Justice,  gave  her  modest 
remarks  from  her  perspective  as  a  "mother, 
grandmother  and  a  judicial  observer."  She 
spoke  of  women's  service  carried  out  as 
volunteers,  sometimes  in  disguise  as  men, 
until  1948  when  women  were  fully  inte- 
grated in  the  service,  but  with  a  Congres- 
sional cap  of  only  2%  of  the  active  duty 
force.  In  1967  that  restriction  was  lifted  and 
today  1 1%  of  the  active  duty  force  is 
women.  "Women  have  sai(d,  'This  is  my 
country  as  well,'  and  have  taken  their  place 
in  all  aspects  of  endeavor,"  she  said. 

Secretary  of  Defense  William  Cohen 
quoting  the  words  of  Clara  Barton,  "From 
the  storm-lashed  decks  of  the  Mayflower. . . 
to  the  present  hour,  women  have  stood  like 
a  rock  for  the  welfare  and  the  glory  of  the 
history  of  the  country,  and  one  might  well 
add. . .  unwritten,  unrewarded,  and  aknost 
unrecognized.  We  recognize  that  the  reason 
America's  military  is  the  best  in  the  world  is 
that  we  call  together  the  best  in  the  nation. 
It  is  time  to  respect  the  red  badge  of  courage 
women  have  worn  and  give  them  recogni- 
tion for  their  sacrifices.  Today  the  nation 
expresses  its  gratitude  for  what  it  has  for 
two  centuries  taken  for  granted,"  he 
concluded. 

DVS'  public  relations  efforts  resulted  in 
articles  in  the  Boston  Globe  and  Boston 
Herald,  and  pieces  on  Channels  4  and  7. 
The  local  PBS  station,  WGBH,  Ch-2  filmed 
a  half-hour  show  on  the  Dedication  called, 
"Around  Greater  Boston  with  Emily 
Rooney,"  which  aired  on  Veterans'  Day. 


If  nature  has  made  you  a  giver, 
your  hands  are  bom  open,  and  so 
is  your  heart.  And  though  there 
may  be  times  when  your  hands 
are  empty,  your  heart  is  always 
full,  and  you  can  give  things  out 
of  that." 

Frances  Hodgson 
Burnett,  A  Little  Princess 
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VETERANS'  DAY  1997 

On  Tuesday,  November  1 1,  1997, 
the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  commemorated  Veterans' 
Day  in  the  Hall  of  Flags  at  the  State  House 
in  Boston.  This  year's  ceremony  marked 
the  79*  anniversary  of  the  armistice  signing 
in  1918  that  ended  World  War  I.  This 
special  day  remembers  the  service  men  and 
women  who  served  their  nation. 

Thomas  J.  Hudner,  Jr.,  Commissioner  of 
Veterans'  Services,  served  as  master  of 
ceremonies  and  delivered  a  welcome  that 
gave  the  audience  an  opportunity  to  take  the 
time  to  reflect  on  the  tradition  and  meaning 
of  Veterans'  Day. 

Governor  Argeo  Paul  Cellucci  delivered  his 
welcome  and  the  Veterans'  Day  proclama- 
tion, which  was  presented  to  Lesley 
McKittrick,  State  Commander  of  the 
American  Legion.  Steve  Magyar,  State 
Commander  of  AMVETS,  led  the  assembly 
in  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 


Sierichs.  The  outstanding  performance  of 
musical  selections  performed  by  the  band 
bestowed  honor  on  our  nation's  veterans. 
Colonel  (Reverend)  Alston  R.  Chace, 
USAF  (Ret.)  and  a  Vietnam  Veteran 
delivered  the  invocation  and  benediction. 
The  "Oflficer  of  the  Day"  was  SMSGT 
John  A.  Franchi,  USAF,  (Ret.). 

Other  participants  at  this  year's  ceremony 
included  the  Mncemen  Chorus,  Honor 
Guards  from  the  Ancient  &  Honorable 
Artillery  Company,  West  Roxbury  High 
School  Junior  NROTC,  Color  Guards  of 
the  Armed  Forces,  the  USS  Constitution 
Color  Guard,  MAANG  Color  Guard, 
Maureen  Dunn  of  the  National  League  of 
POW/MIA  Families,  representatives  of  the 
State  Commanders  and  Auxiliar>'  Presi- 
dents, Gold  Star  Mothers,  and  Gold  Star 
Wives. 

DVS  thanks  the  entire  cast  of  individuals 
who  assisted  in  making  the  1997 
Veterans'  Day  ceremony  a  success. 
♦  ♦♦ 


Members  of  the  Aimed  Forces  stand  guard  at  the 
Veterans'  Day  Ceremony  at  the  State  House. 

This  year's  Veterans'  Day  address  was 
given  by  Brigadier  General  (Select)  Ted  M. 
McFarland,  USAF,  Vice  Commander  of  the 
Electronic  Systems  Center  at  Hanscom  Air 
Force  Base  and  a  command  pilot  with  more 
than  3,000  flying  hours.  Part  of  his  speech 
included  a  description  of  the  folds  in  the 
flag  folding  ceremony  that  was  enlightening 
to  all. 

A  highlight  of  the  day  was  the  presentation 
of  F*urple  Heart  Medals  to  three  veterans  of 
World  War  II  who  waited  50  years  to 
receive  them.  Commissioner  Hudner  and 
Charles  A.  MacGillivary,  who  are  Medal  of 
Honor  recipients,  made  the  presentations  to 
Victor  L.  Baccaro,  Kenneth  Hindersinn  and 
Harold  C.  Noel. 

TTiis  year's  ceremony  featured  the  Air  Force 
Band  of  Liberty  from  Hanscom  Air  Force 
Base  under  the  direction  of  Major  Alan  C. 


REMEMBER 
PEARL  HARBOR 

December  7,  1997  marked  the  56* 
anniversary  of  the  Japanese 
bombing  of  Pearl  Harbor.  On  that 
fateftil  morning  in  1941,  2400  Americans 
lost  their  lives.  As  the  sun  was  just 
beginning  to  rise  in  Oahu,  Hawaii,  a  fleet 
of  the  Japanese  Imperial  Navy  was  taking 
off  from  their  respective  carriers,  which 
were  located  230  miles  north  of  Oahu  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  Japanese  fleet 
arrived  with  a  vengeance.  No  one  was 
prepared  for  what  was  occurring.  Pearl 
Harbor,  the  United  States'  center  for 
military  action,  was  almost  completely 
destroyed.  Of  the  approximately  100  U.S. 
ships  present  in  the  harbor  that  day,  eight 
battleships  were  damaged  while  five  were 
sunk.  The  USS  Arizona  was  dealt  the 
worst  blow  of  the  attack,  as  a  1 ,760-pound 
bomb  struck  it  and  the  ammunition  on 
board  exploded  killing  1,177  military 
personnel.  Today,  there  is  a  memorial 
spanning  the  sunken  remains  of  the 
Arizona  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  all  of 
those  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  bombing. 

News  of  the  attack  was  a  shock  to  the 
entire  nation.  The  bombing  rallied  the 
United  States  behind  President  Franklin 
Roosevelt  in  declaring  war  on  Japan. 

Our  only  hope  for  the  future  security  of 
our  country  in  such  a  volatile  world  is  and 
always  will  be  a  strong  defense.  We  must 
never  forget  the  men  and  women  who 
gave  their  lives  for  their  coimtry — ^we  must 
always  remember  Pearl  Harbor.     ♦  ♦  ♦ 


GROUNDBREAKING  (contd  from 
page  1) 

Thomas  J.  Hudner,  Jr.,  Commissioner, 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services,  who 
described  how  the  cemetery  came  into 
being  and  the  passage  of  the  National 
Cemeteries  Act  which  provides  for  a  50 
percent  share  of  the  cost  of  state  veterans' 
cemeteries. 

Following  the  speaking  portion  of  the 
ceremony.  Governor  Cellucci,  Commis- 
sioner Hudner,  Edward  Squazza  and  other 
platform  guests  gathered  for  the  actual 
groundbreaking.  As  the  participants  used 
shovels  provided  for  the  ceremony,  Mr. 
Squazza  elected  to  use  his  own  familiar 
shovel  for  the  special  occasion. 

The  ceremony  concluded  with  a  rifle 
salute  under  the  direction  of  Commander 
of  Troops  Marine  Sergeant  Major  Anibal 
Saunders,  Jr.  of  Chicopee,  who  performed 
an  outstanding  job  of  choreographing  the 
froop  movements  of  the  day.  The  haunting 
strains  of  Taps  floated  across  the  field  as 
the  first  of  many  echoes  that  will  occur 
during  the  years  ahead.  The  notes, 
trumpeted  by  a  member  of  the  Air  Force 
Band  of  Liberty,  brought  tears  to  the  eyes 
of  many  listeners  as  they  again  relived 
memories  of  comrades  and  relatives  who 
were  bade  farewell  with  the  same  poignant 
refrain. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony  the 
military  units  marched  off  the  field  with 
impressive  precision.  Immediately  behind 
the  military  units  were  the  color  guards  of 
the  various  veterans'  organizations.  As 
they  smartly  saluted  the  platform  dignitar- 
ies and  spectators,  they  were  enthusiasti- 
cally applauded.  The  massed  colors 
served  as  a  symbol  of  all  those  who  built 
and  fought  for  this  country.  It  was  a 
spectacular  sight,  one  that  was  inspiring 
and  will  live  in  our  memories  for  some 
time  to  come. 

The  DVS  wishes  to  sincerely  thank  the 
members  of  the  "Groundbreaking  Cer- 
emony Committee"  and  the  numerous 
companies  and  individuals  who  donated 
their  time  and  material  to  make  this 
ceremony  such  a  special  occasion.  The 
groundbreaking  could  not  have  occurred 
without  their  special  and  untiring  support. 

The  architects  are  in  the  process  of 
completing  a  "master  plan"  and  cemetery 
design.  The  next  steps  will  be  the  publica- 
tion of  construction  bid  specifications  in 
late  summer  of  1998  and  hopefully  the 
awarding  of  the  bid  and  start  of  construc- 
tion in  the  fall  of  1998,  with  an  anticipated 
opening  for  burial  around  Memorial  Day, 
2000.  ♦♦♦ 
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LAW  &  LEGISLATIVE  UPDATES: 


COURT  UPHOLDS 
VETERAN'S  RIGHTS 

By  Jack  Corey 

In  a  landmark  decision,  Samuel  J. 
O  'Neill  vs.  Joseph  D.  Malone,  et  al. , 
Superior  Court  Justice  Nonnie  S. 
Bumes  found  that  a  provision  of  G.L.  c. 
32,  §4,  as  amended  by  Chapter  71  of  the 
Acts  of  1996,  which  excludes  from 
eligibility  for  retirement  credit,  a  "veteran 
who  receives  a  federal  military  pension,"  is 
invalid  "as  applied  to  any  period  of  service 
wholly  or  partly  creditable  under  the 
program  of  Retired  Pay  for  Non-regular 
Service  set  forth  in  Chapter  1223  of  Title 
1 0  of  the  United  States  Code."  Stripped 
of  its  legalese,  the  decision  means  that  any 
veteran  in  receipt  of  a  federal  military 
pension  based  on  both  active  and  reserve 
time,  is  entitled  to  purchase  (up  to  four 
years)  of  additional  creditable  service  for 
active  service  in  the  Armed  Service. 

Justice  Bumes'  holding  was  based  on  the 
language  of  Title  10  United  States  Code 
§12736:  "No  period  of  Service  included 
wholly  or  partly  in  determining  a  person's 
right  to,  or  the  amount  of,  retired  pay 
under  this  chapter,  [i.e.,  a  reservist's 
pension]  may  be  excluded  in  determining 
his  eligibility  for  any  annuity,  pension,  or 
old  age  benefit,  under  any  other  law,  on 
account  of  civilian  employment  by  the 
United  States  or  otherwise,  or  in  determin- 
ing the  amount  payable  under  that  law,  if 
the  service  is  otherwise  properly  credited 
under  it."  Justice  Bumes  found  that  the 
state  law  denying  such  credit  is  preempted 
by  the  federal  law,  and  thus  unenforceable. 

The  court  also  awarded  Mr.  O'Neill  costs 
and  reasonable  attorney  fees.  Attomey  Carl 
Valvo,  of  Cosgrove,  Eisenberg,  and  Kiley, 
represented  Mr.  O'Neill. 


ASSETS  OF  VETERAN 
"CHARmES"  FROZEN 


The  Attomey  General  has  recently  filed  a 
civil  action  against  a  number  of  charitable 
organizations  for  unfair  and  deceptive 
fimdraising  practices.  Included  among  the 
defendants  are  those  who  claim  to  support 
veterans.  In  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Vs.  American  Veterans  Wish  Foundation  Inc., 
Regular  American  Veterans,  doing  business  as 
"American  War  Veterans" and  Massachusetts 
Vietnam  Veterans  Aid  Foundation,  Inc.,  etal. 
the  Attomey  General  obtained  a  court  order 
freezing  the  defendants'  assets.  The  defendants 
are  prohibited  from  "transferring. . .  or  in  any 
way  disposing  of. . ..  any  real  or  personal  assets 
including  but  not  limited  to:  all  real  property 
wherever  located;. . . .all  bank  accounts, 
including  payroll  accounts, . . .  .and  all  money 
the  defendants  have  or  may  receive. . . .;  except 
such  personal  assets  as  may  be  needed  for 
necessary  and  usual  business  or  living  ex- 
penses." 

If  any  of  the  above  defendants  call  you,  a  family 
member  or  friend,  contact  Assistant  Attomey 
General  Laura  Maslow-Armand  at  (617)  727- 
2200. 

COLA  RAISES  (contd.  from  page  2) 

cents  a  month,  depending  on  their  amount  of 
compensation. 

That  move  will  save  the  government  a  total  of 
$287  million  by  2002,  the  final  year  of  a  five- 
year  plan  to  balance  the  federal  budget. 

Widows  and  widowers  of  disabled  or  low- 
income  veterans  who  receive  dependency  and 
indemnity  compensation  would  not  be  affected 
by  the  round  down  under  the  House  proposal. 
TTiey  would  receive  full  COLA's  in  January 
should  the  bill,  HR2367,  become  law. 
«♦« 


MILITARY  RETIREES 
GAIN  A  VICTORY! 


On  November  6,  1997,  Governor 
Argeo  Paul  Cellucci  signed  into  law 
Chapter  139  of  the  Acts  of  1997, 
which  exempts  military  retirement  income 
received  on  or  after  January  1 ,  1 997  from 
paying  state  income  tax.  The  signing  took 
place  in  the  Great  Hall  at  the  State  House 
and  represented  the  culmination  of  effort  by 
numerous  veterans'  organizations,  individu- 
als and  pro-veteran  legislators.  Prior  to  the 
signing,  Massachusetts  remained  the  only 
state  in  the  nation  that  exempted  from  state 
income  tax  the  pensions  of  its  former  public 
employees  while  it  taxed  the  military 
pensions  of  its  veterans. 

Chapter  1 39  amends  Massachusetts  General 
Law,  Chapter  59;  §  2,  a  statute  which  defines 
taxable  and  non-taxable  income.  The  new 
law  will  affect  more  than  twenty  thousand 
retirees  and  the  spouses  of  deceased  retirees 
who  receive  survivorship  benefits.  Present 
at  the  signing  were  a  number  of  legislators, 
including  Senator  Warren  Tolman,  a  leading 
sponsor  of  the  bill,  and  Jo  Ann  Sprague  and 
Mary  Jeanette  Murray,  two  veterans  who 
have  worked  long  and  hard  for  the  bill's 
passage. 

It  is  expected  that  the  cost  of  the  legislation 
in  terms  of  lost  tax  revenue  will  be  minimal. 
The  average  military  pension  is  only  about 
$14,000  a  year,  which  translates  to  $833  in 
taxes.  Many  believe  that  Govemor 
Cellucci's  signing  of  this  law  will  make 
Massachusetts,  particularly  Cape  Cod,  an 
economically  attractive  place  for  military 
pensioners  to  retire. 
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CLINTON  REJECTS  BAN 
ON  LAND  MINES 

TROOPS'  SAFETY  WOULD  BE  AT  RISK 

Source:  Checkpoint- VFW,  Nov./Dec,  1997 

U;S.  Troops  along  Korea's  DMZ  and 
inhabitants  of  Seoul  can  rest  a  little 
easier.  In  September,  President 
Clinton  rejected  a  ban  on  landmines  that  was 
endorsed  by  89  countries  in  Oslo,  Norway. 
Clinton  said  it  was  to  protect  "the  safety  and 
security  of  our  men  and  women  in  uniform." 

That  was  good  news  for  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars.  Less  than  one  month  before  Clinton's 
announcement,  delegates  at  VFW's  national 
convention  in  Salt  Lake  City  approved  Res. 
440-Oppose  a  Total  Ban  on  Land  Mines. 
The  resolution  asserts  that  such  a  ban  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  "continued  security"  of 
U.S.  troops.  However,  the  resolution  also 
supports  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  proposal  to 
ban  "dumb"  anti-personnel  mines.  TTiese 
mines  are  not  equipped  with  a  self-destruct 
or  deactivation  capability. 

Supporters  of  the  Oslo  accord  say  land 
mines  kill  or  injure  25,000  people  a  year. 
But  for  the  37,000  U.S.  soldiers  in  South 
Korea,  Clinton's  rejection  of  the  ban  was 
met  with  relief  "The  North  Koreans  know 
we  have  them,  and  I  think  that's  one  of  the 
things  that's  keeping  them  from  attacking," 
said  Army  Specialist  George  Fuller  of  the  2"'^ 
Infantry  Division  in  a  Stars  &  Stripes  report. 
"We  need  mines  to  help  prevent  a  war." 
Anti-tank  mines  are  important  to  South 
Korea's  defense  strategies  that  explosives 
are  deployed  around  them  to  prevent 
tampering.  Mines  are  also  used  on  the 
borders  of  Iraq  and  Kuwait. 

Land  mines  opposition  increased  following 
the  death  of  Princess  Diana,  who  crusaded 
against  their  use.  U.S.  congressional 
supporters  of  the  ban  have  vowed  to  keep 
pushing  anti-personnel  mine  legislation  in 
order  to  prevent  accidental  civilian  deaths. 
The  President  says  supporters  of  the  ban 
don't  understand  the  situation  along  Korea's 
DMZ.  "It's  very  easy  if  you're  not  one  of 
those  Americans  in  uniform  up  there  to  say, 
"Oh  well,  this  will  never  happen.  They'll 
never  do  it,"  Clinton  said.  "But  you  can 
move  a  million  people  into  Seoul  pretty 
quickly." 

The  text  of  the  Oslo  agreement  calls  for  a 
ban  on  production,  export,  and  use  of  anti- 
personnel mines.  Supporters  hope  that  the 
treaty  will  be  signed  by  December.  It  would 
take  effect  six  months  after  40  nations  sign 
it.  While  the  ban  was  proposed  largely  to 
prevent  civilian  deaths  and  injuries  in 
countries  like  Angola,  Afghanistan,  Cambo- 
dia and  Mozambique,  those  familiar  with 


Korea  say  mines  are  necessary  to  save 
lives. 

It's  unfortunate  when  any  civilian  is  hurt  or 
killed  by  stepping  on  a  land  mine,  but 
mines  are  devices  that  can  prevent  a  war," 
said  a  former  soldier  now  working  as  a 
civilian  in  Korea.  "How  many  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  civilians  here  will  die  if 
there's  a  war?" 


VA  MEDICAL  CENTER 
BOSTON 

Many  men  and  women  who  served 
in  the  military  are  not  aware  that 
they  might  be  eligible  for  medical 
care  at  a  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Medical  Center.  The  Boston  VA  Medical 
Center,  located  at  150  South  Huntington 
Avenue,  is  inviting  men  and  women  who 
served  in  the  military  to  call  for  informa- 
tion on  its  primary  care  program,  as  well  as 
its  other  services  and  programs. 

The  Boston  VAMC  is  a  general  medical 
and  surgical  clinic,  which  operates  an 
active  ambulatory  care  service  and  two 
outpatient  clinics.  One  of  nine  VA 
Facilities  in  New  England,  the  medical 
center  provides  primary,  secondary,  and 
tertiary  care  for  veterans.  It  offers  a  full 
range  of  medical,  neurology,  surgical, 

Physical  medicine  rehabilitation  and  mental 
ealth  services.  Specialty  services  include 
audiology,  ambulatory  surgery,  aphasia 
treatment,  cancer  treatment,  cardiac 
catherization,  CT  scanning,  endoscopy, 
epilepsy,  treatment  of  PTSD,  substance 
abuse  treatment,  and  a  women  veteran's 
health  center. 

The  two  outpatient  clinics  are  located  at  25 1 
Causeway  Street,  Boston,  and  on  Marshall 
Road  in  Lowell.  Preventive  health  is  a  major 
concern  of  the  medical  center,  with  many 
special  clinics  such  as  nutrition,  diabetes, 
exercise,  physiology,  colorectal  screening,  and 
smoking  cessation. 

For  more  information  on  the  services  and 
programs  that  veterans  are  entitled  to,  please 
(6 1 7)  232-9500,  extension  44 1 8. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG 
FOLDING 
CEREMONY 

The  United  States  Flag  Folding 
Ceremony  speaks  to  the  heart  of  tiie 
principles  on  which  our  country  was 
originally  founded.  The  portion  of  the  flag 
denoting  honor  is  the  canton  of  blue  containing 
the  stars. .  .representing  the  states  who  have 
provided  the  men  and  women  who  have 
served  in  uniform. 

The  canton  field  of  blue  dresses  from  left  to 
right  and  is  inverted  only  when  draped  as  a  pall 
on  a  casket  of  a  veteran,  who  has  served  our 
country  honorably  in  uniform. 

In  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  ceremony  of  retreat,  the  flag  is  lowered, 
folded  in  a  triangle  fold,  and  kept  under  watch 
throughout  the  night  as  a  tribute  to  our  nation's 
honored  dead.  The  next  morning  it  is  brought 
out,  and,  at  the  ceremony  of  reveille,  run  aloft 
as  a  symbol  of  our  belief  in  a  new  life. 

•  The  first  fold  of  our  flag  is  a  symbol  of 
our  belief  in  God. 

•  The  second  fold  is  a  symbol  of  our 
devotion  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

•  The  third  fold  is  made  in  honor  and 
remembrance  of  the  veterans  who  have 
departed  our  ranks. 

•  The  fourth  fold  represents  our  reliance  on 
God  for  guidance  and  strength. 

•  The  fifth  fold  is  a  tribute  to  freedom  and 
aU  that  it  means  to  us. 

•  The  sixth  fold  represents  our  heart.  For  it 
is  with  our  heart  that  we  pledge  allegiance 
to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

•  The  seventh  fold  is  a  tribute  to  our  Armed 
Forces,  for  it  is  the  Armed  Forces  who 
protect  our  country  and  our  flag  against 
all  her  enemies. 

•  The  eighth  fold  is  a  tribute  to  honor  our 
mothers,  whose  faith,  love,  loyalty,  and 
devotion  have  shaped  the  character  of  the 
men  and  women  who  have  made  this 
country  great. 

•  The  ninm  fold  is  a  tribute  to  fathers,  who 
gave  their  sons  and  daughters  for  the 
defense  of  our  country. 

•  The  tenth  fold  is  a  tribute  to  American 
families  everywhere.  Our  strength  is  built 
upon  their  strength. 

•  TTie  eleventh  fold  is  a  symbol  of  our 
belief  injustice  and  equality  for  all. 

•  The  twelfth  fold  represents  an  emblem  of 
etemit>',  and  glorifies  our  faith  in  God. 

•  The  thirteenth  fold  is  a  symbol  of  our 
thirteen  original  colonies. 

When  the  flag  is  completely  folded,  the  stars 
are  uppermost,  reminding  us  of  our  national 
motto,  "In  God  We  Trust."  After  the  flag  is 
completely  folded  and  tucked  in,  it  takes  on  the 
appearance  of  a  cocked  hat,  ever  reminding  us 
of  the  American  soldiers  who  first  served 
under  General  George  Washington  to  establish 
and  preserve  for  us  me  rights,  privileges,  and 
fiieedoms  we  enjoy  today.         ♦  ♦  ♦ 


VETERANS  TO  RECEIVE 
APPRENTICESHIP,  JOB 
PLACEMENT  ASSISTANCE 


V'eterans  leaving  the  military  and  trained 
in  telecommunications  may  find 
themselves  on  a  fast  track  to  apprentice- 
ships or  jobs,  thanks  to  a  pilot  program  funded 
by  a  grant  from  the  Department  of  Labor  with 
the  Communications  Worker  of  America 
(CWA).  The  grant  was  announced  by  Deputy 
Secretly  of  Labor  Kathryn  "Kitty"  Higgins  at 
the  department's  17*  Annual  Salute  to  AU- 
Amencan  Veterans  on  November  6, 1997. 

The  $  1 38,000  grant  from  the  Department's 
Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service 
(VETS)  will  enable  the  CWA  to  develop  a 
skills  and  aptitude  assessment  program  that 
wUl  be  available  over  the  Internet  The 
program  will  evaluate  veterans'  technical 
abilities  and  help  them  determine  the  best  job 
match  for  their  skills,  interests,  and  career 
goals.  It  will  be  pilot  tested  at  selected  sites 
where  VETS  conducts  its  three-day  Transition 
Assistance  Program  (TAP)  woricshops  for 
service  members  about  to  be  discharged  from 
the  Armed  Forces. 

"Veterans  are  highly  skilled,  highly  creative 
workers  who  are  ready,  willing,  and  able  to 
contribute  to  the  economic  success  of  any 
organization,"  said  Secretary  of  Labor  Alexis 
M.  Herman.  "This  program  will  help  them 
use  the  skills  obtained  in  the  military  to 
succeed  in  good  jobs  in  a  growing  industry." 

For  many  veterans,  this  may  mean  immediate 
job  placement  with  one  of  several  companies 
that  have  training  and  development  programs 
with  the  CWA.  Other  veterans  who  may 
require  additional  training  or  course  woric  wUI 
be  directed  to  apprenticeship  and  skill 
certification  programs  that  will  enable  them  to 
qualify  for  career  building  jobs  in  a  growing 
indusdy.  Veterans  will    able  to  use  their 
educational  benefits  to  pay  for  any  additional 
training. 

"We  are  going  to  woric  with  the  employment 
and  training  community,  with  employers  and 
unions  and  with  federal  and  state  licensing 
agencies  to  see  if  we  can  improve  the 
transition  process,"  Higgins  said.  "Making 
armed  services  training  translate  to  the  private- 
sector  woricforce  is  key  to  our  priority  of  skill 
development  and  lifelong  learning." 

Employment  projections  show  a  growth  of 
nearly  100,000  new  jobs  annually  in  informa- 
tion services  and  communications.  Last  year, 
more  than  1 32,000  service  members  took  part 
in  TAP  woricshops.  Thousands  of  these  men 
and  women  work  in  communications-related 
military  occupations. 

For  information  contact  the  local  VETS 
Office,  which  is  located  at  the  JFK  Federal 
Building,  Room  E-3 1 5,  Boston,  MA  02203, 
(617)565-2080.  ♦♦♦ 


HOUSING  FOR  HOMELESS 
VETERANS 

By  Dorothy  Altman 

A shelter  for  homeless  veterans  provides 
a  bed,  meals,  health  screening,  and 
preliminary  help  with  the  next  steps  to 
ending  homelessness.  A  shelter  is  a  temporary 
solution  to  homelessness.  In  veteran-run 
shelters,  residents  take  on  job  responsibilities 
such  as  meal  preparation,  cleaning,  and 
laundry. 

There  are  four  shelters  in  Massachusetts  for 
homeless  veterans.  They  are:  Central  MA 
Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans  in  Worcester, 
New  England  Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans  in 
Boston,  Transition  House  in  New  Bedford,  and 
Western  MA  Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans  in 
Nordiampton. 

Transitional  housing  is  also  available  for 
veterans  who  are  ready  to  move  ahead.  In 
transitional  housing,  a  homeless  veteran  can 
stay  for  two  years  or  longer.  Each  veteran 
must  agree  to  sobriety  and  a  service  plan  that 
he  or  she  will  actively  follow. 

The  transitional  houses  are:  The  Homestead, 
Hyannis,  Transition  House  in  New  Bedford, 
Vietnam  Veterans'  Workshop  in  Boston,  Unity 
House  in  Gardner,  Veterans'  Homestead  in 
Leominster,  Veterans'  Mansion  in  Haveriiill, 
and  52  Maple  Street  in  Springfield. 

There  is  permanent  housing  available  and  the 
demand  is  tremendous.  Several  of  the  veteran 
run  organizations  that  provide  permanent 
housing  are:  Hartford  Manor  in  Roxbury,  The 
Vietnam  Veterans  Workshop  in  Boston, 
Turner  Living  Center  in  WiUiamstown,  and 
Veterans  Benefits  Clearinghouse  Apartments 
in  Roxbury. 

Housing  resources  for  homeless  veterans 
continued  to  grow  in  1997.  The  Western  MA 
Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans  in 
Northampton  joined  the  networking  adding 
75  beds  on  the  grounds  of  the  Northampton 
VA  Medical  Center.  Two  new  transitional 
houses  have  opened  in  Haverhill  and 
Springfield  adding  29  rooms.  Two  new 
three-bedroom  single-family  homes  are  now 
available  for  homeless  veterans  who  work 
with  the  Nam  Vets  of  the  Cape  and  the 
Islands.  The  Veterans  Association  of 
Southeastern  Massachusetts,  in  New  Bedford, 
developed  a  six-unit  apartment  building  for 
homeless  veterans  in  New  Bedford.  Sixty- 
nine  p)ermanent  housing  rooms  with  services 
have  been  added  in  Boston  and  10  rooms 
added  outside  of  Boston. 

The  housing  specialist  for  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Services  is  Dorothy  Altman.  She 
may  be  reached  at  (617)  727-3578,  extension 
116. 


VETERANS'  AGENT 
TRAINING 

A recent  State  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  study  found  that  9  to  1 1 
percent  of  the  population  of  any 
community  in  the  state  is  composed  of 
veterans.  Whether  it's  Springfield  or 
Greenfield,  the  veterans'  agents  agree  that  they 
deal  with  the  same  problems — ranging  from 
Agent  Orange,  alcohol  abuse.  Gulf  War 
Syndrome,  and  the  worries  of  widows  of 
World  War  II  veterans.  The  agents  represent- 
ing 34  of  the  35 1  cities  and  towns  of  the 
Commonwealth  met  October  2  at  the  Countree 
Living  Restaurant  for  a  training  session  that 
included  20  Western  Massachusetts  veterans' 
agents. 

Charles  A.  Loven,  Veterans'  Agent  for  the 
town  of  Greenfield  and  President  of  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Veterans  Agent's 
Association,  said  that  the  only  differences  in 
their  work  are  the  size  of  the  communities  and 
the  number  of  communities  they  serve. 

Springfield's  Veterans  Agent,  Daniel  M. 
Walsh  11  agreed.  "The  problems  of  alcohol, 
drug  abuse,  family  problems,  or  service-related 
needs  are  the  same  as  anyone  else."  He  noted 
that  he  has  more  minorities  in  his  community, 
but  the  problems  remain  the  same.  Walsh  has 
16,000  veterans  on  his  list,  compared  to  agents 
in  rural  areas  who  may  only  have  2,000. 

Leo  Parent,  whose  Eastern  Franklin  District 
covers  13  towns,  deals  mainly  with  WWII 
widows,  Vietnam  Veterans  who  continue  to 
have  problems  adjusting  to  civilian  life,  or 
medical  problems  that  may  be  associated  with 
Agent  Orange. 

The  State  training  officers  for  the  seminar  were 
Ronald  J.  Keefe,  Chief  Authorizer,  and  Dennis 
M.  O'Brien,  authorizing  agent  for  all  Western 
Massachusetts  cities  and  towns. 


50th  ANNIVERSARY 
MEDALS  D-DAY/BATTLE 
OF  NORMANDY 

In  order  to  pay  tribute  to  veterans  who 
fought  in  the  Battle  of  Normandy,  the 
Regional  Council  of  Normandy,  France  has 
created  a  Commemoration  Medal  "Jubilee  de 
la  Liberte"  for  presentation  to  them.  These 
medals  will  be  offered  to  veterans  or  posthu- 
mously to  one  of  their  family  members. 

For  information  on  obtaining  the  medal,  please 
contact  the  Consulat  General  De  France  in 
Boston  at  (617)  542-7374  or,  Robert  McKean, 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services  (617)  727- 
3578,  extension  108. 
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BALKAN  VETS  EUGIBLE 
FOR  ARMED  FORCES 
EXPEDITIONARY  MEDAL 

Source:  Dick  Maggrett 

Stars  and  Stripes  Dec,  1997 

Under  the  recently  enacted  Defense 
Department  authorization  bill,  all  Armed 
Forces  members  who  participated  in 
certain  Balkan  operations  will  be  eligible  to 
receive  the  military's  Armed  Forces  Expedi- 
tionary Medal. 

Those  service  members  who  participated  in 
Joint  Endeavor  or  Joint  Guard  will  be  eligible. 
Joint  Endeavor  took  place  from  Nov.  20, 1995, 
to  Dec.  20, 1996.  The  Joint  Guard  operation 
began  Dec.  20, 1996,  and  continues  until  the  U. 
S.  Secretary  of  Defense  issues  a  cutoff  date. 

Each  service's  secretary  will  establish  indi- 
vidual service  requirements  for  the  medal. 

Generally,  service  members  are  eligible  under 
the  following  circumstances: 

•     If  deployed  in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  or 
possibly  other  areas  of  the  Balkans,  as  later 


defined  by  the  Secretary  of  Defense; 
If  served  on  board  a  U.S.  naval  vessel 
operating  in  the  Adriatic  Sea  in  direct 
support  of  one  or  both  of  the  operations; 
If  operated  in  air  space  above  Bosnia  and 
Herzegovina  or  other  air  space  as  later 
defined  by  the  Pentagon. 


AN  AFTERTHOUGHT: 


e  following  quotes  were  taken  from  actual 
medical  records  dictated  by  physicians: 


"Healthy  appearing,  decrepit  69  year  old 

male,  mentally  alert  but  forgetful." 

"The  patient  has  been  depressed  since  she 

began  seeing  me  in  1985." 

"The  patient  is  tearful  and  crying  constantly. 

She  also  appears  depressed." 

"The  patient  refused  an  autopsy." 

'The  patient  has  no  past  history  of  suicide." 

"By  the  time  he  was  admitted,  his  rapid  heart 

had  stopped  and  he  was  feeling  better." 

"Discharge  status:  alive  but  without 

pemiission." 


SILVER  AND  BRONZE 
STARUCENSE 
PLATES 


Massaschusens 
1000 
Veteran 
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Silver  and  Bronze  Star  license  plates  are 
low  available.  They  are  available  in  four 
digit  series  (i.e.  1000  up).  It  is  important 
to  note  that  all  numbers  may  not  be  available 
on  January  1 , 1 998  due  to  the  schedule  of 
printing  the  specific  series  of  numbei^. 

NOTE:  Veterans  must  possess  documentation 
of  the  receipt  of  the  Silver  Star/Bronze  Star 
Medal.  This  is  not  to  be  confused  with 
receiving  a  Service  Medal  with  a  Silver  or 
Bronze  Service  Star  that  indicates  the  number 
of  flights  or  battles. 

Applications  for  branch  of  service  decals  that 
are  to  be  placed  on  veterans'  flag  plates  are  also 
available. 


If  you  have  questions  or  would  like  to  receive 
an  application,  please  call  Bob  McKean, 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  at  (617)  727-3578,  extension  108. 

All  appplications  will  soon  be  available 
through  the  Internet  on  the  Registry  of 
Motor  Vehicles  Web  Page  ...www.magneL 
state.ma/rmv/forms/index.htm. 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 

100  Cambridge  Street,  Room  1002 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 
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USS  Massachusetts— A  Proud  Lady 


The  pride  of  the  Battleship  Cove 
Museum  in  Fall  River  and  a 
veteran  of  13  World  War  II 
campaigns  and  35  battles  was  in  danger 
of  sinking  because  she  had  been  ne- 
glected for  46  years.  The  fate  of  the 
USS  Massachusetts,  a  57-year  old 
battleship  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature.  They 
appropriated  the  estimated  $  1 0  million 
expense  to  save  the  ship. 

The  Battleship  Massachusetts  was  built 
in  Quincy  at  the  Fore  River  Shipyard  and 
was  launched  September  23,  1941.  She 
went  into  action  on  November  8,  1942  in 
the  Invasion  of  North  Afi-ica,  where  the 
Massachusetts  engaged  in  gun  duels  with 
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an  enemy  battleship  and  destroyers,  si- 
lencing them  and  inflicting  heavy  dam- 
age to  the  buildings  and  docks  of 
Casablanca.  During  her  distinguished  ca- 
reer, the  ship,  which  has  logged  225,000 
miles  and  served  many  years  in  the  Pa- 
cific, was  credited  with  the  destruction  of 
18  enemy  aircraft  between  November, 
1943  and  August,  1945. 

The  USS  Massachusetts  was  the  first 
and  last  battleship  to  fire  her  16"  guns 
in  World  War  II.  After  the  war  she 
operated  with  the  Pacific  Fleet  until 
1946  when  she  was  deactivated,  and 
returned  to  Norfolk,  VA  until  1962. 
The  Navy  ordered  the  ship  to  be  sold 
for  scrap,  but  her  crew  who  had  held 
reunions  for  many  years  decided  to 
raise  money  to  find  a  site  for  the 
35,000-ton  battleship.  She  was 
brought  to  Fall  River  in  June,  1 965  and 
opened  to  the  public  a  few  months  later. 

The  restoration  has  been  completed 
and  "Big  Mamie",  as  she  was  known 
by  her  crew,  returned  to  Fall  River  last 
month. 


The  USS  Massachusetts  has  been  desig- 
nated a  National  Historic  Landmark  by 
the  National  Park  Service,  "for  its  signifi- 
cance in  commemorating  the  history  of 
the  United  States  of  America."  Further- 
more, the  ship  has  continued  to  be  a  re- 
source to  help  educate  the  many  school 
children  who  visit  the  ship  each  year. 


DVS  WELCOMES 
NEW  COMMISSIONER 

Thomas  G.  Kelley  took  over  the 
helm  of  the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  on  April  5,  1999  and  his 
first  column  as  the  new  Commis- 
sioner appears  on  Page  2  (Commis- 
sioner's Column).  Tom  is  a  Viet- 
nam veteran  and  a  recipient  of  the 
Medal  of  Honor  and  the  Purple 
Heart.  He  is  a  retired  Naval  Offic- 
er, a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
resides  in  South  Boston.  Please 
welcome  him  aboard. 
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Farewell:  Commissioner  Thomas  J.  Hudner,  Jr 


Commissioner 
Hudner  retired 
from  his  position 
at  the  Department 
of  Veterans" 
Services  on  April 
2,  1999. 

After  eleven  years 
of  service,  Captain 


Hudner,  although  "retiring"  from  this 
agency,  is  now  off  on  several  new 
adventures,  many  of  which  still 
involve  veterans  and  lending  support 
to  other  veterans'  causes.  We  wish 
him  a  fond  farewell,  good  luck  in  his 
new  endeavors  and,  if  he  slows  down 
long  enough,  a  lower  handicap  on  the 
greens  at  Concord  Country  Club.  ♦♦♦ 


COMMISSIONER'S 
COLUMN 

Let  me  take  this  opportunity  to  tell 
all  veterans  and  their  families. 
Across  the  Commonwealth,  how 
proud  and  honored  I  am  to  have  been 
appointed  Commissioner.  In  my  eight 
months  with  the  Department,  it's  become 
clear  to  me  that  we  in  Massachusetts  have 
the  best  programs  in  the  country  to  serve 
those  veterans  who  need  help  the  most.  It 
hasn't  happened  by  accident:  the  united 
front  presented  by  veterans'  agents.  Ser- 
vice Organizations,  the  Veterans'  Admin- 
istration, and  service  providers,  aided  by 
the  professional  staff  here  at  DVS  have 
kept  veterans  issues  clearly  on  the  minds 
of  our  elected  officials.  Sitting  in  Tom 
Hudner's  chair  is  a  humbling  experience. 
I  know  I  can  count  on  the  same  support 
from  the  entire  veterans'  community  that 
you  gave  Tom  over  the  past  several  years. 

As  I  write  this,  the  air  war  in  the  Balkans 
is  almost  two  weeks  old  with  no  resolu- 
tion in  sight.  Three  of  our  soldiers  are  in 
enemy  hands,  which  is  a  stark  reminder 
of  those  missing  and  unaccounted  for 
fi-om  previous  conflicts.  Let's  never  for- 
get, and  continue  to  insist  upon  a  full  ac- 
counting. 

Elsewhere  in  the  issue.  Jack  Corey  has 
outlined  our  legislative  agenda  for  this 
year.  As  we. ..all  of  us  who  have  the 
opportunity.. .make  our  case  to  the  leg- 
islature, I'd  like  to  make  the  point  that 
veterans  who  served  as  long  as  fifty  or 
more  years  ago  in  the  Armed  Forces,  are 
still  serving  in  the  communities  to  which 
they  returned,  and  that  these  communi- 
ties should  take  advantage  of  this  unique 
source.  At  a  time  when  people  become 
role  models  simply  because  of  the  sala- 
ries they  earn,  can  anyone  think  of  a  bet- 
ter example  for  our  young  people  than 
those  who  have  served  their  country  in 
times  of  need?  Veterans,  especially 
those  not  working  full  time,  have  so 
much  to  offer  to  many  segments  of  so- 
ciety: mentoring  for  our  youth,  com- 
panionship for  senior  citizens,  library 
and  school  volunteer  work.  They  served 
years  ago  when  there  was  a  need. .  .why 
not  now  when  the  need  is  different  but 
no  less  urgent. 

About  ten  years  ago,  an  effort  was  started 
to  raise  funds  for  the  construction  of  a 
Massachusetts  Vietnam  Veterans'  Me- 


morial. It  looks  like  the  effort  is  finally  get- 
ting ready  to  become  a  reality.  The  City  of 
Worcester,  in  conjunction  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Veterans'  Services  and  the  Viet- 
nam Veterans  Memorial  Trust,  has  stepped 
forward  to  take  the  lead  in  the  construction 
of  the  memorial.  Legislation  is  pending 
which  would  make  this  relationship  formal 
and  would  allow  the  project  to  move  for- 
ward rapidly.  Thanks  to  Mike  O'Brien, 
Worcester's  Park  Commissioner,  a  real 
friend  of  veterans,  for  leading  this  initia- 
tive, and  to  Ray  Destratis  of  the  VVMT  for 
keeping  the  vision  alive  for  the  past  few 
years. 

Finally,  I'd  like  to  challenge  everyone  who 
reads  this  newsletter  to  give  us  at  DVS  your 
suggestions  on  how  we  can  better  serve  vet- 
erans. No  idea  is  too  outlandish.  Please 
give  us  your  thoughts,  especially  on  poli- 
cies, procedures  and  ideas  that  may  or  may 
not  have  been  tried  before.        ♦  ♦  ♦ 

r         (^ming  Events  ^ 

I  April  24     DVS  training  @  National  Guard  Armory  I 

■  in  Taunton    8:00  am  to  5:00pm  ' 

■  April  28      Veterans'  Night  in  Methuen  ■ 

I  May  18     Commissioner  Hudner  Testimonial  I 

'  May  22  DVS  training  @  Northampton  VAMC  ' 
I  8:00am  to  5:00pm  | 

I  May  23  MVSAA  "Lx)bby  Day"  Luncheon  at  the  I 
'  State  House  ' 

■  June  1        Worcester  Agents'  Association  Meeting  ' 

I  June  20-23  MVSAA  Summer  Conference  I 

'  July  19-25  "Moving  Wall"  in  Burlington  ' 
'  July  27-Aug  2"Moving  Wall"  in  Holliston  ' 

I  Aug  1  Puerto  Rican  Festival  Parade-Honoring  | 
I  65th  Infantry  Div  in  Boston  at  12  Noon  ■ 

-  Aug  4-10  "Moving  Wall"  in  Dorchester  - 
I  Aug  12-18    "Moving  Wall"  in  North  Attleboro  ■ 


VIETNAM  VETERANS'  DAY 

The  following  remarks  were  delivered 
by  Robert  Classman,  Co-Chairman  of 
Wainwright  Bank  at  the  Vietnam  Vet- 
erans' Day  Luncheon  at  UMASS  Boston  on 
March  29,  1999. 

"In  early  1996,  I  wrote  the  following  letter 
tDthSjV.  Y.  Times  and  The  Wall  St.  Journal. 
The  letter  speaks  to  the  degree  to  which  1 
had  found  the  tone  of  the  Buchanan 
presidential  campaign  to  be  particularly 
offensive.  I  would  like  to  read  part  of  that 
letter: 

'...In  listening  to  the  rhetoric  of  the  Buchanan  cam- 
paign I  was  struck  by  the  oft  repeated  phrase  "Listen 
Jose,  you're  not  coming  in!"  Given  the  frustrations 
surrounding  current  immigration  policy  and  the  per- 
sistent desire  of  the  campaign  to  scapegoat  the  His- 
panic population,  they  may  wish  to  expand  their  vo- 
cabulary of  Hispanic  names. 

Even  when  you  are  using  a  not  so  thinly  veiled  code, 
a  little  variety  is  useful.  Here  are  some  additional 
suggestions:  Juan,  Ramon,  Alejandro,  Luis,  Manuel. 
Jorge,  Arturo,  Francisco,  Armando.  Femando. 
Rafael.  Ricardo,  Alfonso,  Carlos,  Jesus.  Lorenzo, 
and  Ruben.  The  Buchanan  Campaign  might  be  in- 
terested in  where  these  names  can  be  found.  Includ- 
ing Jose,  they  are  repeatedly  inscribed  on  a  wall  in 
Washington,  DC:  THE  VIETNAM  MEMORIAL... 

Alongside  of  these  names  are  countless  thousands 
of  African- Americans  who  would  take  serious  issue 
with  anyone  who  equated  "We  shall  overcome"  with 
"Dixie"  as  Mr.  Buchanan  recently  did.  The  diversity 
that  is  America  (if  not  the  Buchanan  campaign)  is 
represented  on  that  wall  in  that  it  also  included  gay 
men,  Jewish  men,  and  women. 

Although  he  did  not  participate  in  the  military,  I  do 
not  doubt  that  as  a  Nixon  aide,  Mr.  Buchanan  fer- 
vently supported  the  war.  Therefore,  since  the  cam- 
paign preaches  old-fashioned  patriotism,  it  seems 
especially  egregious  to  scapegoat  some  of  the  very 
constituencies  that  disproportionately  bore  the  bur- 
dens of  that  war. 

Social  Justice  may  not  currently  have  much  cam- 
paign resonance,  but  it  is  a  very  important  compo- 
nent of  how  one  governs.  It  would  be  my  hope  re- 
sponsible political  voices  would  speak  out  against 
these  thinly  veiled  codes  and  talk  of  social  justice. 
*♦* 


Many  women  who  served  in  the 
military  do  not  even  know  they  are 
veterans.  DVS  is  trying  to  find 
women  veterans  residing  in  Massachusetts. 
We  currently  have  approximately  12,000 
names  and  addresses  and  our  database  is 
still  growing!  Our  goal  is  to  let  women 
know  about"their  rights  and  benefits  under 
federal,  state,  and  local  law  and  to  keep 
them  infomied  about  changes. 

To  accomplish  this  goal,  DVS  contracted  with, 
Mary  Ellen  Mesale  and  Marcy 
Winzer,  members  of  the  Women's  Network, 
to  build  the  database  and  design  a  brochure 
to  mail  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  public.  Mary 
Ellen  is  a  retired  U.S.  Army  Command  Ser- 
geant Major  with  2 1  years  active  federal  ser- 
vice. Marcy  is  a  consultant  who  has  estab- 
lished databases  for  the  Boston  VA  Women 
Veterans'  Health  Center  in  Jamaica  Plain. 

Instead  of  reinventing  the  wheel,  Mary  Ellen 
and  Marcy  looked  at  existing  databases.  Their 
list  of  contacts  is  extensive  and  includes  the 
Departinent  of  Defense,  Department  of  Vet- 
erans Affairs,  Women  in  Military  Service  to 
America  (WIMSA),  veterans'  organizations 
and  local  veterans'  agents.  They  are  also  look- 
ing for  ideas  from  other  states  which  are  es- 
tablishing women's  databases.  Anyone  who 
wants  to  be  included  in  the  database  or  may 
have  names  and  addresses  of  women  who 
should  be  in  the  database,  please  clip  and  mail 
the  attached  form  or  call  Mary  Ellen  at  the 
Women's  Network:  (617)  727-3578,  exten- 
sion 316. 

As  part  of  its  outreach,  the  Network  also  de- 
veloped a  brochure  highlighting  its  mission, 
some  of  the  benefits  women  veterans  may  be 
afforded,  and  information  about  the  database. 
The  brochure  was  mailed  to  over  10,000 
women  veterans  in  May  1998  and  we  were 
overwhelmed  (and  pleasantly  surprised)  by 
over  2,300  responses  to  date. 


Farewell  Luncheon  for  Commissioner  Hudner: 
kneeling  (I  to  r)  Mary  Jane  Hillery,  Joan 
O'Connor,  Marcy  Winzer,  Pat  Robinson,  Mary 
Ellen  Mesale;  standing  Venus  Hammack,  Eileen 
Merullo,  Commissioner  Hudner,  Edythe  Sheridan, 
Ethel  LaSalle,  and  Frances  Tobin. 


The  Women's  Network  Committee  includes 
women  veterans  from  all  eras,  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Veterans  Affairs  representatives,  lo- 
cal veterans'  agents,  and  two  State  legislators. 
The  Network,  chaired  by  Joan  O'Connor,  the 
DVS'  Women  Veterans'  Coordinator,  meets 
monthly  at  the  Coast  Guard  Station,  Boston. 
On  March  1 6,  1 999,  the  meeting  was  actu- 
ally a  "farewell  luncheon"  in  honor  of  Com- 
missioner Hudner's  retirement.  The  Women 
Veterans'  Network  evolved  because  Commis- 
sioner Hudner  wanted  to  do  more  to  reach 
women  veterans  in  Massachusetts.  The  lun- 
cheon, with  a  special  cake  and  champagne 
(non-alcoholic,  of  course),  was  also  attended 
by  Senator  Jo  Ann  Sprague  and  Captain  Mar- 
garet Riley,  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Coast  Guard  Base.  Speeches  were  given. 


roasts  were  made,  gifts  were  presented.  It  was 
a  wonderful  afternoon  and  the  Women  Vet- 
erans' Network  said,  "Thank  You,  Commis- 
sioner, and  we  wish  you  Fair  Winds  and  Fol- 
lowing Seas..." 

Another  important  group  is  the  Governor's 
Advisory  Committee  on  Women  Veterans 
established  in  1984  by  M.G.L.  Chapter  115, 
section  2.  Committee  members  are  appointed 
by  and  serve  along  with  the  Governor.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  are  Dorothy  Dickson, 
Lillian  Eaton,  Marie  Egan,  Bemice  Ethier, 
June  Ferrell,  Antonia  Jimenez,  Henriett  Jus- 
tice, Ethel  LaSalle,  Adrienne  Millhouse,  Rep. 
Mary  Jeanette  Murray,  June  Newman,  Edythe 
Sheridan,  Nancy  Shilepsky,  Lillian  Shumski, 
Sheila  Spicer,  Frances  Tobin,  and  Betty 
Victorine. 

The  annual  luncheon  is  October  24,  1999  at 
the  Sheraton  Braintree  Hotel  (formerly  the 
Sheraton  Tara)  in  Braintree.  The  guest 
speaker  is  Joan  Furey,  Director,  Center  for 
Women  Veterans,  U.S.  Department  of  Veter- 
ans Affairs,  Washington,  DC.  All  are  invited 
to  attend.  For  more  information  on  the  lun- 
cheon, please  contact  one  of  the  co-chair- 
women, Betty  Victorine  at  (508)  822-4602 
or  Frances  Tobin  at  (6 1 7)  333-0340. 
Seats  are  limited.  ♦♦♦ 


CORRECTION 

Our  apologies  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Mary  Jane  Hillery,  USAR,  who  in  our 
last  issue  was  incorrectly  identified  in 
a  photo  caption  as  "Lieutenanf  Mary  Jane 
Hillery.  We  know  what  an  accomplishment 
it  is  for  women  to  attain  senior  officer  rank 
and  we  are  very  proud  of  this  Sudbury  Vet- 
erans' Agent.     ♦  ♦  ♦ 


(Please  type  or  print) 

I  want  to  be  in  the  Women  Veterans'  Network  Database: 
Name: 

Service:  □  USA  □  USMC  □  USN  □  USAF  □  USCG 

Address: 

Q  Guard/Reserve    Q  Nurse  Corps 

City:                                       State:  Zip: 

Q  Retired  from  Military  Service 

Phone:   (  ) 

□  Other: 

Dates  Served:         II            to  / 

/ 

Highest  Rank/Grade: 

(Please  send  this  form  to:  Department  of  Veterans'  Services, 

Women  Veterans"  Network,  239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100,  Boston,  MA  021 14) 
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Law  &  Legislative 

It's  Boston,  Spring  is  in  the  air,  robins  will  be 
looking  for  the  worms,  and  the  tree  buds  will 
soon  abound  as  you  walk  out  v  our  front  door. 
All  of  which  is  of  minor  interest  if  you  are  one  of 
a  number  of  Legislative  junkies  tracking  the  State 
House  hearings,  a  spring  ritual,  which  for  some, 
stirs  a  hope  no  less  fervent  or  fi^agile  than  that 
found  in  a  Red  Sox  season  ticket  holder  on  open- 
ing day. 

Just  so  \  ou  won't  be  caught  without  a  score  card, 
veterans  and  dependents  of  veterans  can  keep 
score  by  tracking  the  Department's  Legislative 
priorities  listed  in  the  program  below. 

A.  AN  ACT  AMENDING  THE  DEFINITION 
OF  A  VETERA^' UNDER  CHAPTER  1 1 5 

This  legislation  would  expand  the  chapter  1 1 5 
definition  of  veteran  to  include  those  who  served 
on  active  duty  (other  than  for  training)  during 
peacetime.  The  vast  majority  of  these  veterans 
served  beUveen  1975  and  1990.  Estimated  Fund- 
ing Impact:  $1,000,000 

B.  AN  ACT  AMENDING  ANNUITY  ELIGI- 
BILITY UNDER  CHAPTER  115,  SECTION 
6B  TO  INCLUDE  SURVIVING  SPOUSES. 

This  bill  would  add  surv  iving  spouses  of  veter- 
ans who  died  as  a  result  of  injur\'  sustained  dur- 
ing time  of  war.  insurrection,  or  combat  to  the 
class  of  people  w  ho  receive  a  S 1 500  annuity . 
Present!) .  veterans  who  have  a  1 00  percent  ser- 
vice connected  disability  and  parents  of  those 
who  died  as  a  result  of  injury  sustained  during 
time  of  war,  insurrection,  or  combat,  receive  the 
annuity  .  Estimated  Funding  Impact:  $750,000. 

C.  AN  ACT  AMENDING  CHAPTER  115, 
SECTION  6B,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  PAY- 
MENT DATES  OF  THE  ANNUITY  FROM 
JULY  P  AND  JANUARY  P,  TO  AUGUST 
P  AND  FEBRUARY  P. 

Enactment  of  this  bill  would  facilitate  the  admin- 
istration of  annuity  payments.  Presently,  annu- 
itants expect  their  first  payment  on  July  1"  of 
each  year.  Because  the  receipt  of  fiscal  year  bud- 
get appropriations  occurs  after  July  P,  the  De- 
partment is  beset  with  a  deluge  of  calls  the  first 
PAO  weeks  of  July  asking  why  the  annuitv'  has 
not  yet  been  mailed.  A  simple  change  of  dates 
would  alleviate  this  problem. 

D.  AN  ACT  AMENDING  CHAPTER  115, 
SECTION  6,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  REIM- 
BURSEMENT RATE  FOR  BENEFITS  PAID 
BY  CHELSEA  AND  HOLYOKE  TO  RESI- 
DENTS OF  THE  SOLDIERS  HOMES. 

This  bill  would  correct  the  language  inadvert- 
ently incorporated  in  the  General  Appropriations 
Act  of  1999  and  reimburse  the  cities  of  Chelsea 
and  HoK  oke.  not  the  "several  cities",  as  the  law 
now  reads.  1 00  percent  of  the  benefits  paid  to 


upaate      By  John  Corey, 

residents  of  the  Soldiers'  Homes.  Estimated 
Funding  Impact:  $25,000. 

E.  AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  100  PERCENT 
REAL  ESTATE  TAX  EXEMPTION  FOR  TO- 
TALLY DISABLED  VETERANS,  SURVIV- 
ING SPOUSES  OF  SUCH  VETERANS,  AND 
SPOUSES  OF  VETERANS  WHO  HAVE 
LOST  THEIR  LIVES  AS  A  RESULT  OF  IN- 
JURY SUSTAINED  DURING  TIME  OF 
WAR. 

The  Department  supports  a  modified  version  of 
this  bill,  i.e..  extending  only  to  spouses  of  veter- 
ans who  have  lost  their  lives  as  a  result  of  injury 
sustained  during  time  of  war,  a  100  percent  tax 
abatement,  the  same  as  now  granted  to  paraple- 
gic veterans  with  service  related  injuries.  Esti- 
mated Funding  Impact:  $750,000. 

Current  exemptions  include: 

a)  $775  abatement  given  to  those  who  have 
lost  both  feet,  hands,  or  eyes;  and, 

b)  $950  abatement  given  to  those  who  re- 
quire adaptive  housing. 

F.  AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  EXTENDING 
CERTAIN  PROPERTY  TAX  EXEMPTIONS 
TO  THE  SURVIVING  SPOUSES  OF  VETER- 
ANS. 

This  bill  would  grant  to  the  surviving  spouse  the 
same  tax  exemption  to  which  the  veteran  had 
been  eligible  under  M.G.L  Ch.59,  s5.  Clause  32. 
Estimated  Funding  Impact:  The  Department  of 
Revenue  has  provided  an  estimated  range  of  1 . 1 
to  2.2  million  dollars. 

G.  AN  ACT  FOR  THE  ERECTION  OF  THE 
POW/MIA  ETERNAL  FLAME. 

This  bill  would  have  the  Commonwealth  match 
the  City  of  Boston's  $50,000  grant  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  POW/MIA  memorial.  The  state 
does  not  have  such  a  memorial.  The  Depart- 
ment would  seek  an  amendment,  enlarging  the 
grant  to  $100,000. 

H.  AN  ACT  AMENDING  CHAPTER  289 
OF  THE  ACTS  OF  1998  BY  INCREASING 
THE  APROPRIATION  FOR  THE  CON- 
STRUCTION OF  THE  VIETNAM  VETER- 
ANS' MEMORIAL  FROM  $500,000  TO  $  1 , 
400,000. 

Representative  McManus  has  filed  legislation 
drafted  by  this  Department  to  amend  to  erect 
the  Official  Vietnam  Memorial.  Estimated 
Funding  Impact:  $900,000. 

I.  DVS  IS  STRONGLY  OPPOSED  TO  ANY 
BILL  FILED  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  MAS- 
SACHUSETTS MUNICIPAL  ASSOCIA- 
TION WHICH  WOULD  ELIMINATE  OR 
SUBSTANTIALLY  CHANGE  THE  RE- 


QUIREMENT THAT  CITIES  AND  TOWNS 
OF  A  CERTAIN  POPULATION  APPOINT  A 
FULL  TIME  VETERANS  AGENT. 

J.  DVS  SUPPORTS  LEGISLATION  WHICH 
WOULD  INCREASE  THE  REAL  ESTATE 
ABATEMENTS  UNDErC.59,  s.5,cl.  22, 22(e), 
22A,  22B,  22C,  22D,  AND  22E  BY  $100.00 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  has  a  new 
manager.  Commissioner  Tom  Kelley  has  man- 
aged a  number  of  teams  with  notable  distinc- 
tion. The  book  is  that  with  Kelley  as  Skipper, 
DVS  will  give  veterans  a  lot  to  cheer  about  this 
season.  ♦♦♦ 

Cold  War  Service  Certificates 

Source:  Paul  Revere  Dispatch 

If  you  were  a  member  of  the  Armed  Forces 
or  were  a  Federal  Government  civilian  em- 
ployee between  September  2,  1945,  and 
December  26, 1 99 1 ,  you  are  eligible  for  a  cer- 
tificate honoring  you  for  your  role  in  winning 
the  Cold  War.  Between  18  and  22  million 
service  members  and  civilians,  whose  service 
was  directly  related  to  the  Cold  War,  are  eli- 
gible to  apply  for  these  certificates  as  of  April 
5th,  1999. 

Applicants  can  apply  via  the  Internet  E-mail: 
cwrs@Fairfax-emhl.amiy.mil;or  fax  to  (703) 
275-6749.  Applicants  may  also  mail  requests 
to:  Cold  War  Recognition,  4035  Ridge  Top 
Road,  Suite  400,  Fairfax,  Virginia  22030.  Mili- 
tary applicants  must  provide  proof  of  service  by 
submitting  one  of  the  following:  Certificate  of 
Release/Discharge  from  Active  Duty(DD  Form 
214);  War  Department  Separation  Document 
(WD  AGO  Form  53-55);  or  Oath  of  Office  or 
Letter  of  Appointment.  Do  not  send  original 
documents  as  they  will  not  be  returned.  Copies 
of  these  documents  can  be  obtained  by  writing 
to:  National  Personnel  Records  Center,  (Mili- 
tary' Personnel  Records),  9700  Page  Avenue, 
St.Louis,  Missouri  63 1 32-5 1 00.         ♦  ♦  ♦ 


State  Annuity  Offered 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts and  its  Department  of  Veter- 
ans' Serv  ices  are  pleased  to  provide 
recognition  to  our  100%  disabled  veter- 
ans and  to  the  parents  of  veterans  who 
gave  their  lives  in  service  to  their  coun- 
try. A  special  benefit,  in  the  form  of  an 
annuity  in  the  amount  of  $1,500  annu- 
ally is  paid  in  two  increments  of  S750.  It 
recognizes  the  sacrifice  that  these  veter- 
ans and  "Gold  Star  Parents"  have  made. 

For  information  about  the  annuity,  please 
contact  the  Veterans'  Agent  in  the  City  or 
Town  w  here  you  reside,  or  Alex  Kravchuk 
at  DVS  at  (617)  727-3578,  extension  107. 
♦  ♦  « 
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Massachusetts  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemeteries 


By  Robert  McKcan 

Director  of  State  Veterans'  Cemeteries 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Veterans' 
Ser  vices  (DVS)  is  pleased  to  announce 
major  progress  in  tiie  construction  of  the 
two  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemeteries. 

Agawam: 

After  laborious  design  phases  to  include  land  lay- 
out, building  proposals,  and  numerous  formal 
presentations  of  documents  to  many  boards  and 
commissions  which  include  the  Conservation 
Commission.  State  EPA  (due  to  the  need  of  a 
stream-wetland  crossing),  along  with  final  ap- 
provals of  the  VA  Cemetery  Grant  office  and 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Capital  Asset 
Management  (DCAM).  significant  progress  has 
been  accomplished.  It  is  anticipated  that  formal 
bid  documents  will  be  published  by  late  April, 
followed  with  formal  construction  to  begin  in 
June.  The  construction  process  should  take  ap- 
proximately ten  months,  which  will  keep  the 
project  on  target  for  opening  around  Memorial 
Day  2000. 

Through  the  efforts  of  DVS  and  the  VA  in  Wash- 
ington, along  with  assistance  from  Congressman 
Neal,  it  has  been  announced  that  federal  fund- 
ing for  the  construction  of  the  State  Veterans' 
Memorial  Cemetery  in  Agawam  project  will  be 
at  100%.  This  will  save  Massachusetts  taxpay- 
ers approximately  $3.2  million  dollars  once  to- 
tal reimbursements  are  received  from  the  VA. 
The  Commonwealth  will  then  operate  the  cem- 
etery as  it  will  remain  a  State  Veterans'  Cem- 
etery and,  by  grant  design,  not  join  the  National 
System. 

Winchendon: 

The  site  for  the  second  State  Veterans'  Memo- 
rial Cemetery  has  noted  steady  progress.  A  con- 
sultant is  in  the  process  of  completing  a  "Master 
Plan"  which  will  include  preliminary  land  lay- 
out, burial  fields  and  building  locations,  along 
with  any  wetland  and  historical  documentation 
required.  The  transfer  of  land  from  the  town  of 
Winchendon  to  the  State  for  the  express  purpose 
of  this  construction  is  in  progress. 

It  has  also  been  announced  by  Congressman 
Olver  that  this  cemetery  will  be  funded  at  1 00% 
from  the  VA  which  will  save  the  Massachusetts 
taxpayer  approximately  $3.2  million  dollars. 
The  funding  may  come  in  a  separate  federal  fis- 
cal year  budget,  but  there  are  state  funds  appro- 
priated through  the  Legislature  that  will  keep  the 
process  on  track. 


The  consultant  will  complete  the  "Master  Plan" 
by  mid-summer.  Once  the  VA,  DCAM.  and 
DVS  accept  this  portion  of  the  project,  a  bid 
package  for  formal  land  and  building  designs 
will  be  published.  We  expect  that  the  opening 
of  the  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery  in 
Winchendon  will  follow  Agawam  by  about  one 
year. 

Military  Honors: 

The  subject  of  "military  honors"  has  always 
been  a  major  item  on  the  DVS  agenda.  One  of 
the  highlights  in  the  administration  building  that 
will  be  constructed  at  each  cemetery  will  be  a 
room  built  especially  for  the  "Honor  Guards." 
This  room  will  allow  the  guards  to  store  weap- 
ons, fiags,  and  uniforms  while  waiting  for  cer- 
emonies to  begin. 

Every  veteran  is  due  "military  honors"  and  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  DVS,  Cemetery  Division, 
to  insure  that  this  is  accomplished.  The  depart- 
ment has  met  with  numerous  veterans'  organi- 
zations who  have  expressed  the  desire  to  be- 
come members  of  an  honor  guard  detail  for  the 
Veterans'  Cemeteries.  More  are  welcome. 

DVS  has  had  formal  discussions  with  General 
Raymond  Vezina,  the  State's  Adjutant  General, 
who  has  offered  his  strong  support  and  will 
work  with  us  to  seek  ways  we  can  mutually  ac- 
complish "military  honors"  through  the  Guard 
as  well. 

DVS  is  of  the  strong  opinion  that  not  only  quan- 
tity, but  also  quality  of  the  honor  guards  must 
be  maintained.  It  is  anticipated  that  initial  train- 
ing and  refresher  training  will  be  conducted  at 
each  of  the  veterans'  cemeteries  and  continue 
on  an  on-going  basis. 

Currently,  there  are  over  2,000  approved  pre- 
registration  applications  for  burial  in  the  new 
cemeteries.  This  response  shows  the  need  and 
timeliness  of  the  construction  of  these  resting- 
places  for  our  nation's  service  men,  women,  and 
their  eligible  family  members. 

If  there  are  any  questions,  comments  or  if  you  are 
in  need  of  a  pre-registration  application  please 
direct  them  to  Robert  McKean,  Director  of  State 
Veterans'  Cemeteries  or  Hazel  Pryce,  Adminis- 
trative Assistant  at  (6 1 7)  727-3578  ext.  1 08  or  ext. 
1 00.  The  e-mail  address  for  the  cemetery  division 
is;  Robert. McKean (a)state. ma. us. 
♦  ♦  ♦ 


VETERANS' 

LICENSE 

PLATE 


UPDATE 

The  Veterans'  License  Plate  (Flag,  Purple 
Heart,  Silver  &  Bronze  Star)  program  con- 
tinues to  be  very  successflii.  Since  Janu- 
ary 1,  1998  the  Silver  Star  and  Bronze  Star  li- 
cense plates  have  been  issued.  They  are  four- 
digit  (no  alpha)  plates  and  begin  with  the  num- 
ber 1000.  Not  all  numbers  are  available  at  this 
time  since  they  are  being  issued  in  number  se- 
quences that  correspond  to  the  particular  month 
of  issuance. 

The  new  plates  are  issued  to  the  holders  of  the 
"Silver  Star  Medal"  and  the  "Bronze  Star  Medal" 
ONLY.  There  has  been  much  confusion  on  the 
part  of  some  veterans  who  believe  that  any  silver 
or  bronze  service  stars  issued  in  conjunction  with 
campaign  medals  are  one  and  the  same  with  the 
above-mentioned  medals.  We  have  received  nu- 
merous inquiries  for  these  plates  with  documen- 
tation that  does  not  allow  for  such  issuance. 
Please  ensure  that  you  have  documentation  that 
you  are  a  recipient  of  the  Silver  Star  Medal  or 
Bronze  Star  Medal  before  you  apply. 

Military  Service  Decals  for  veterans  flag  license 
plates  also  became  effective  as  of  January  1 , 1 998. 
The  new  procedure  requires  that  the  applicant 
first  obtain  a  veteran's  flag  plate.  Application  is 
then  made  to  the  Registry,  Special  Plate  Divi- 
sion for  a  specific  military  branch  decal.  Once 
applications  are  approved,  the  Registry  will  re- 
produce the  current  registration  plate  (same  num- 
bers and  letter)  with  a  blank  area  for  decal  place- 
ment. The  RMV  will  then  affix  the  appropriate 
decal  to  the  blank  portion  of  the  plates  and  mail 
them  directly  to  the  applicant.  Veterans  who  may 
have  already  applied  decals  to  their  plates  may 
replace  them  to  comply  with  the  new  process. 
The  fee  for  this  optional  replacement  is  $10.00. 
This  procedure  ensures  that  military  decals  are 
applied  directly  to  the  registration  plate,  not  over 
the  American  Flag  which  was  the  procedure  prior 
to  June,  1998. 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  has  been 
working  with  numerous  state  legislators  in  order 
to  have  a  bill  introduced  to  correct  an  oversight 
to  the  veteran  license  plate  bill.  This  is  in  refer- 
ence to  having  a  "Distinguished  Flying  Cross 
Medal"  plate  made.  This  medal  is  located  be- 
tween the  Silver  and  Bronze  Star  medals  in  the 
order  of  rank.  Another  oversight  is  the  fact  that 
the  surviving  spouse  of  a  veteran,  who  has  the 
Purple  Heart,  Silver  and/or  Bronze  Star  plate  is 
allowed  to  keep  the  plate  by  paying  a  fee.  How- 
ever, the  surviving  spouse  of  the  veteran  who 
has  a  Flag  plate  cannot.  DVS  hopes  that  this 
oversight  is  corrected,  as  a  loss  of  the  issuance  of 
these  plates  would  erode  the  much-needed  fijnds 
for  the  two  soldiers'  homes. 

If  you  have  any  questions  on  plate  issues, 
please  contact  Karen  A.  Lynch,  Director  of 
External  Affairs  at  DVS  (617)  727-3578  ex- 
tension 310.  ♦♦♦ 
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OPERATION 
RECOGNITION 


By  Robert  McKean 

The  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Veterans'  Services  (DVS) 
has  embarked  on  a  program 
called  "Operation  Recognition"  in 
which  high  schools  in  Massachusetts 
award  diplomas  to  those  veterans  who 
left  high  school  during  the  1940's  to 
serve  their  countrv'  in  WW  II  and,  for 
whatever  personal  reasons,  did  not  re- 
turn to  school  and  complete  their  for- 
mal education  after  the  war. 

This  program  has  been  accepted  in 
over  45  communities  in  Massachu- 
setts. We  believe  that  many  members 
of  Vie  Greatest  Generation  (title  of 
Tom  Brokaw's  bestseller)  would  be 
able  to  receive  the  recognition  and 
thanks  ft"om  their  former  high  school. 
It  would  allow  them  to  join  what 
would  have  been  their  original  gradu- 
ating class  if  it  were  not  for  the  war. 

Many  members  of  that  generation 
gave  up  a  normal  adolescence  to  en- 
sure that  we  are  here  todav  .  able  to 
leam  and  prosper  in  a  land  that  allows 
us  to  enjoy  freedom.  The  "life  expe- 
rience credits"  they  earned  during  the 
war  either  at  Omaha  Beach,  I  wo  Jima, 
Battle  of  the  Bulge,  Pearl  Harbor  or 
any  other  place  of  service  in  WW  II 
were  far  and  above  the  credits  the  stu- 
dents in  the  class  room  were  experi- 
encing at  the  time. 

These  men  and  women  were  learn- 
ing geography  first  hand  by  traveling 
to  foreign  lands  that  they  would  have 
only  known  about  through  textbooks. 
They  experienced  biology  through 
the  medical  attention  the\  offered 
their  fellow  soldiers  when  they  were 
wounded.  They  extolled  compassion 
when  many  of  their  comrades  died  in 
their  arms.  Mathematics  was  in- 
structed by  the  need  to  w  ork  on  maps, 
weapon  projections,  and  the  like.  Fi- 
nally, in  the  area  of  history ,  they  made 
history,  and  we're  all  enjoying  the 
freedom  ofthat  history  to  this  day.  A 
WW  II  veteran  who  is  eligible  for  this 
program  offered  one  of  his  favorite 
quotes,  "Experience  is  a  hard  teacher 
because  she  gives  the  test  first  and  the 
lesson  afterwards." 

(Contd.  on  Page  8) 


WE  CARE-WE  REMEMBER 

Source:  Dennis  Rindone 

F\om  the  Revolutionary  War  through  Desert 
Storm,  all  35 1  cities  and  towns  across  the 
Commonwealth  pay  tribute  to  Massachu- 
setts veterans'  in  the  form  of  memorials,  statues, 
plaques,  and  the  naming  of  parks  to  commemo- 
rate their  service  to  our  nation. 

Every  soldier  and  sailor  memorial  has  an  inter- 
esting piece  ofhistory.  For  instance,  John  Coffing 
a  Great  Barrington  industrialist  and  chairman  of 
the  Civil  War  Soldiers'  Monument  Committee, 
reported  at  a  town  meeting  in  April  1 874,  "The 
true  way  to  manifest  a  gratefijl  spirit  or  an  ap- 
proving heart,  is  to  offer  by  word  or  deed  some- 
thing to  commensurate  to  the  thing  said  or  done. 
In  proportion  as  we  love  our  countr>^  her  Con- 
stitution, and  her  flag,  in  the  same  ratio  must  we 
respect  the  memory  of  those  who  bled  and  died 
to  preserve  it  for  us."  So  began  the  debate  to 
appropriate  fiinds  for  the  Winged  Victory  statue, 
one  of  the  earliest  bronze  statues  in  the  Com- 
monwealth located  in  front  of  the  Great 
Barrington  Town  Hall. 

Did  you  know  that  the  World  War  I  memorials 
for  veterans  of  Dana,  Enfield,  Greenwich,  and 
Prescott,  the  towns  now  under  the  Quabbin  Res- 
ervoir can  be  viewed  in  the  Town  of  New  Sa- 
lem? Visting  Libertore  Square  in  Mansfield  is 
an  emotional  experience.  Dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  the  three  Libertore  brothers,  Guido 
(USMC),  Wilfred  (USMC),  and  John  (USA), 
all  of  whom  were  killed  in  World  War  II. 

As  a  tribute  to  honor  Massachusetts's  veterans 
and  in  an  effort  to  raise  the  consciousness  of  the 
historical  significance  and  preservation  of  these 
memorials  for  Massachusetts's  citizens,  I  have 
been  documenting  them  in  photographs  com- 
munity by  community.  So  far,  I  have  photo- 
graphed memorials  in  approximately  1 62  cities 
and  towns  across  the  State.  My  goal  is  to  pub- 
lish a  book  containing  pictures  along  with  some 
interesting  history  of  these  memorials  from  all 
351  communities. 

It  is  important  to  keep  the  spirit  and  memory  alive 
of  our  veterans  who  served  with  courage  and 
made  great  sacrifices  in  order  that  we  may  live 
fi^e.  What  better  way  than  in  pictures  and  his- 
tor>'  to  teach  and  inspire  our  young  people  and 
future  generations  about  Massachusetts'  veter- 
ans. I  hope  that  this  book  will  one  day  make  it  to 
our  schools  and  public  libraries  to  commemo- 
rate our  local  communities'  involvement  in  the 
pursuit  of  peace. 

I'm  available  to  speak  to  organization  about  this 
project  and  have  displays  of  all  photographs.  Any 
questions  or  suggestions  concerning  the  success- 
ful completion  of  this  project  should  be  directed 
to:  Dennis  E.  Rindone,  3  Briggs  Street,  Erving, 
MA  0 1 344,  or  telephone  ((978)  544-6547.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


From  the 
Training  Tent 

of  Dave  Dube' 


In  November  1998  the  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services  hosted  its  first  Veterans' 
Agents  Training  Session.  Over  200  full  and 
part  time  Veterans'  Agents,  Support  Staff,  and 
Service  Providers  attended  this  three-day 
session  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in  Worcester. 
Attendees  were  broken  up  into  three  groups  by 
region  and  attended  classes  ranging  from 
Annuities,  Cemeteries,  VA  Benefits,  License 
Plates,  Social  Security,  Chapter  1 1 5  benefits  to 
other  Commonwealth  benefits  and  programs 
for  veterans.  The  atmosphere  was  upbeat  and 
those  that  attended  seemed  to  have  an 
excellent  experience  and  enjoyed  the  camara- 
derie of  their  peers. 

DVS  staff  conducted  classes  that  were  in  their 
area  of  expertise  within  the  department.  It  gave  a 
chance  for  not  only  the  staff  to  meet  others  but 
for  the  attendees  to  place  a  name  with  a  face. 
There  is  another  November  session  being 
planned  and  fijture  information  will  be  in  up- 
coming newsletters. 

It  is  the  Department's  goal  to  have  each  Veter- 
ans' Agent  trained  with  consistent  information 
and  then  certified.  There  is  a  Training  Advisory 
Committee  from  the  MVSAA  assisting  us  in 
providing  a  quality  program.  We  are  now  in  the 
process  of  holding  regional  sessions  for  those 
who  were  unable  to  attend  in  November.  These 
sessions  are  being  held  on  Saturdays  so  that  many 
of  the  part  time  agents  would  find  it  easier  to 
attend. 

Shawsheen  Vocational  Technical  School  in 
Billerica  was  our  first  regional  effort  on  March 
27th.  Over  thirty  people  attended  and  were  suc- 
cessfully certifiea.  Thanks  to  Ken  BufHim  of 
Billerica  and  Robert  Hogan  of  Burlington  for 
assisting  me  with  that  session. 

The  new  Massachusetts  Army  National  Guard 
Armory  in  Taunton  will  be  tne  location  of  the 
next  session  on  April  24th.  It  looks  as  if  there 
will  be  over  thirty  attendees  at  this  session. 
Thanks  to  Richard  Bagdasarian  of  Middleboro 
and  Michael  House  of  Taunton  for  their  assis- 
tance. 

The  next  training  session  will  be  May  22nd  at 
the  VAMC  Living  Center.  Reservations  are  be- 
ginning to  come  in.  Thanks  to  Robert  Cahillane 
of  Northampton,  Leo  Parent  of  Turners  Falls, 
Peter  Pappas  of  Palmer,  and  Charles  Loven  of 
Greenfield  for  their  assistance. 

The  Department  will  be  developing  future  ses- 
sions. Your  input  is  greatly  appreciated.  If  you 
have  any  subject,  idea,  or  comment  about  our 
training  effort,  please  feels  free  to  contact  me  at 
(617)  727-3578,  extension  213  or  E-mail  at: 
DDube(Svet.state.ma.us.  ♦♦♦ 


"Veterans  -  No  other  group  in  America  is  more  deser\  ing  of  assistance  toward  an  improved  quality  of 
life;  they  are  the  ones  who  secured  such  a  life  for  the  rest  of  us."  Anonymous 
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Seeking  Unaccounted  for 
Korean  War  Veteran 

Source    The  American  Legion 

The  Department  of  Defense  and  the  four 
military  services  (Army,  Navy,  Marines, 
and  Air  Force)  are  mounting  an  intense 
public  outreach  effort  to  locate  family  members 
of  servicemen  who  remain  unaccounted  for  from 
the  Korean  War.  According  to  Tom  Perry,  Chief 
of  the  Air  Force  Missing  Persons  Branch,  "we 
have  begun  to  open  some  doors  in  North  Korea, 
and  we  need  to  re-establish  contact  with  the 
families  of  our  unaccounted  for  servicemen." 

Because  of  two  negotiated  agreements,  the  U.S. 
has  conducted  four  joint  operations  inside  North 
Korea  during  1996  and  1997  to  seek  answers 
and  to  locate  and  recover  the  remains  of  U.S. 
Servicemen  lost  during  the  Korean  War.  In  the 
four  operations,  the  remains  of  what  are  believed 
to  be  seven  (7)  American  soldiers  have  been  re- 
covered. One  missing  serviceman  has  already 
been  identified  and  returned  to  his  family  for 
burial  with  full  military  honors. 

Perry  also  stated,  "As  we're  able  to  obtain  addi- 
tional circumstances  of  loss,  information,  or  re- 
cover remains  from  North  Korea,  we'll  need  to 
inform  the  families.  Unfortunately,  in  some  cases 
nearly  45  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Air  Force 
had  contact  with  many  of  our  families.  We  need 
to  know  who  the  primary  next  of  kin  is  to  aid  in 
future  identifications.  We'd  welcome  any  lead 
family  members  can  give  us."  Family  members 
of  any  unaccounted  for  Korean-Era  servicemen 
are  asked  to  provide  their  name,  mailing  address, 
and  relationship  of  their  loved  one  as  soon  as 
possible  to  the  appropriate  service  casualty  of- 
fice listed  below. 

Air  Force(800)  531-5501 

or  E-mail: 

(POW-MIA@HQ.AFPC.MIL) 


Army 
Navy 


(800)  892-2490 
(800)443-9298 


Marine  Corps       (800)  847- 1 597 

Each  branch  of  the  service  has  compiled  a  par- 
tial list  of  Korean  War  family  contacts,  but  with 
more  than  8,100  unaccounted  for  servicemen 
from  the  war  (more  than  900  Air  Force  service- 
men), the  task  is  exfremely  difficult  given  the 
considerable  amount  of  time  that  has  elapsed 
since  the  cease  fire  in  Korea.  Perry's  hope  is 
that  their  ongoing  efforts  in  North  Korea  will 
result  in  bringing  closure  to  the  families  who  have 
sacrificed  so  much  for  so  long. 


Purple  Heart 

Medals 

Awarded 


Recently,  the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  hosted  the  presentation  of  the 
Purple  Heart  Medal  to  two  recipients. 
Mr.  Francis  M.  Connolly  of  Hyde  Park,  and 
Mr.  William  J.  Freeman  of  Reading.  Both 
men  fought  gallantly  and  were  wounded  for 
their  country.  Mr.  Connolly  at  the  Battle  of 
Bougainville  in  the  Pacific  during  World  War 
II  and  Mr.  Freeman  in  Vietnam.  Thomas  J. 
Hudner,  Jr.  former  Commissioner  of  the  De- 
partment of  Veterans'  Services  and  a  Medal 
of  Honor  recipient,  presented  the  medals  to 
Francis  and  William  on  the  behalf  of  a  grate- 
ful nation. 


'You  have  achieved  excellence  as  a 
leader  when  people  will  follow  you 
anywhere,  if  only  out  of  curiosity." 
-Colin  L.  Powell 


UNSUNG  HERO  AWARD 

Source:  Transition  Times 


The  National  Coalition  for  Homeless  Veterans 
held  its  annual  conference  in  Washington,  DC 
on  March  10-12.  Annually  the  organization  pre- 
sents special  awards  such  as:  Legislative  Advo- 
cacy Award,  Outstanding  Member  Award,  and 
Unsung  Hero  Award.  Chuck  Forbes,  President/ 
CEO  of  the  United  Veterans  of  America,  was 
one  of  the  five  recipients  of  the  Unsung  Hero 
Award.  The  award  is  given  to  a  person  or  orga- 
nization that  has  contributed  to  the  recognition 
of  the  homeless  veteran  issue  in  a  supporting  or 
unrecognized  leadership  role  on  behalf  of  our 
nation's  homeless  veterans.  The  United  Veter- 
ans of  America  was  the  first  non-profit  home- 
less shelter  to  be  located  on  a  VA  campus  na- 
tionwide. The  program  has  become  a  model  for 
other  VA  campuses. 

On  another  note,  the  National  Coalition  for 
Homeless  Veterans  appointed  Mr.  Forbes  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  a  three-year  term.  The 
mission  of  the  NCHV  is  to  champion  the  qual- 
ity of  life  for  homeless  veterans  by  shaping  pub- 
lic policy,  educating  the  public  and  buildmg  the 
capacity  of  service  providers  to  meet  the  needs 
of  homeless  veterans.  The  National  Coalition 
has  membership  in  42  states  plus  DC  and  Puerto 
Rico  and  is  seeking  new  members.    ♦  ♦  ♦ 


Bronze  Star  Awarded 
50  Years  Later 

Sgt.  Louis  Janulewicz  returned  home  in  De- 
cember 1945  from  Europe  where  he  had 
fought  in  World  War  II,  but  it  was  not  until 
December  1 997,  more  than  50  years  later  that 
he  received  the  well-deserved  Bronze  Star 
Medal.  In  1992,  Janulewicz  approached  Pe- 
ter Pappas,  Director  of  Veterans'  Services  for 
the  Town  of  Palmer,  asking  how  he  could  re- 
ceive the  medal.  Pappas  said  he  would  con- 
tact State  Senator  Stephen  Brewer,  who  then 
contacted  Robert  C.  McKean,  Director  of  Ex- 
ternal Affairs  for  the  Department  of  Veter- 
ans' Services,  who  was  able  to  obtain  the 
medals  awarded  to  Janulewicz. 

Mr.  Janulewicz  served  in  the  Army  and  Air 
Force  from  October  of  1942  until  December 
of  1945.  He  was  wounded  twice  during  his 
military  career;  once  while  he  was  stationed 
in  Normandy  during  the  Northern  France  and 
Rhineland  campaigns;  and  the  second  time 
while  he  was  with  the  Air  Force  stationed  in 
Germany. 

Senator  Brewer,  Robert  McKean,  and  Peter 
Pappas  were  on  hand  to  award  Mr.  Janulewicz 
the  Bronze  Star  Medal.  "We  are  free  because 
of  people  like  Mr.  Janulewicz,"  Brewer  said. 
"1  have  heard  it  said  once,  but  I  will  say  it 
again,  that  is,  freedom  is  not  free."  Robert 
McKean  noted  that  presenting  well-deserved 
awards  is  the  "fun  part"  of  his  job.  "I'm  proud 
and  honored  to  present  this  award  today.  Un- 
fortunately there  are  many  other  veterans  who 
are  deserving  of  medals  that  haven't  received 
them  and  time  is  running  out  for  the  veterans 
of  World  War  II  and  Korea",  said  McKean. 
He  noted  that  all  award  applications  go 
through  an  office  in  St.  Louis  before  they  are 
presented  to  the  veteran.  However,  he  ex- 
plained that  the  Department  of  Veterans'  Ser- 
vice is  able  to  cut  through  the  bureaucracy  of 
that  office  to  obtain  the  awards  in  a  more 
timely  manner.  Without  the  assistance  of  the 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services,  the  pro- 
cess usually  takes  years. 

Mr.  Janulewicz  currently  resides  in  Thomdike 
with  his  wife  of  50  years,  Mildred.  They  also 
have  a  son,  a  daughter,  and  a  grandson.    ♦  ♦  ♦ 


Miltary  War  Records 
Moves  Office 
The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Military  Division 
The  Adjutant  General's  Office 
MiUtary  Records  Section 
239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  130 
Boston,  MA  02114 


♦  ♦♦ 
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Operation 
Recognition 


Contd.  from  Page  6) 


DVS  has  received  tremendous  support  from 
many  of  the  Veterans'  Agents  in  the  Common- 
wealth, who  have  taken  the  lead  in  assisting  us  in 
moving  this  project  forward. 

We  are  advocating  the  awarding  of  high  school 
diplomas  as  part  of  a  special  school  assembly  or 
some  other  appropriate  recognition  ceremony. 
The  current  student  body  could  participate  and 
meet  the  men  and  women  who  left  their  high 
school  as  freshmen,  sophomores,  juniors,  or  se- 
niors to  serve  their  country. 

For  more  information  about  this  program,  or  if 
you  have  any  questions,  please  direct  them  to 
Robert  McKean,  Director  of  State  Veterans' 
Memorial  Cemeteries  or  Hazel  Pryce,  Adminis- 
trative Assistant  at  (617)727-3578,  extensions 
108  or  100.  An  e-mail  address  you  may  use  is 
Robert.McKean@state.ma.us.       ♦  ♦  ♦ 


Government  Humor 

In  his  recent  autobiography 
Walter  Cronkite  tells  of  a  con- 
versation he  once  had  with 
Astronaut  Wally  Schirra: 


"Over  a  beer  one  night,  1  promised  never 
to  tell  if,  off  the  record,  he  would  level 
with  me  about  what  he  had  really  been 
thinking  in  the  last  minutes  before  his 
rocket  blasted  off.  Wally  said,  'Well,  I 
was  lying  there  looking  up  at  all  the  dials 
and  buttons  and  toggle  switches  on  the 
control  panel,  and  1  thought  to  myself. 
Good  God,  this  thing  was  built  by  the  low- 
est bidder. 

Reader's  Digest  (June,  1997) 
♦♦♦ 


The  e-mail  addresses  to  families  of  the  POWs  in  Kosovo  are  the  followingr\ 

Family  of  James  Stone  is:  ssoldier@swbeli.net 

Family  of  Andrew  Ramirez  is:  casoldier@pacbell.net 

Family  of  Steven  Gonzales  is:   tsoldier@swbell.net  ^ 

The  Commitee  welcomes  material  for  publication,  but  reserves  editorial  privileges. 


DVS  Address  Changes 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
moved  to  a  new  location  on  March 
1,  1999.  The  new  address  is: 

239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100 
Boston,  MA  02114 

However,  our  telephone  numbers  have  re- 
mained the  same: 

(617)  727-3578 
(617)  727-5903  FAX 

Most  Department  personnel  can  be  reached 
on  E-Mail  at: 

FirsInitialLast  Name@vet.state.ma.us 

We  in  the  Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
welcome  your  correspondence  by  telephone 
and  regular  or  E-Mail. 

We  hope  to  have  the  Department  of  Veter- 
ans' Services  WEB  SITE  up  and  running  in 
the  near  future. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
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'OPERATION  RECOGNITION" 


HONORING  VETERANS  OF  WW  H 

B>  Robert  C.  McKean 

What  stalled  out  as  only  a  vision  and 
a  promise  to  honor  and  thank  former 
high  school  students,  who  left  school 
to  serve  our  nation  in  the  time  of  need,  be- 
came a  reality  on  May  20,  1999  in  the  first 
graduation  under  the  title  of  "Operation  Rec- 
ognition." On  this  day,  39  veterans  of  World 
War  II  were  awarded  their  high  school  diplo- 
mas at  Gardner  High  School.  These  men  and 
women  gave  up  their  teenage  years  to  insure 
that  we  are  here  today,  able  to  learn,  and  can 
prosper  in  a  country  that  allows  us  to  enjoy 
freedom.  Not  only  did  they  forgo  their  diplo- 
mas, but  also  had  to  give  up  the  fun  aspects  of 
high  school:  the  friendships,  the  football 
games,  and  the  proms. 


Members  of  the  Gardner  High  School  "Operation  Recognition"  Graduation  Class  of  1941,  1942, 
1943,  1944,  1945  and  1946  recite  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance 


These  former  high  school  students  are  now  all 
in  their  70' s  and  are  deserving  of  a  sincere  thank 
you  from  the  community  where  they  attended 
high  school.  We  can  think  ofno  better  way  than 
to  issue  them  their  high  school  diplomas  during 
a  Memorial  Day  or  Veterans'  Day  assembly 
where  the  current  student  body  can  witness  liv- 
ing history  and  pay  tribute  to  the  true  heroes  and 
real  patriots  of  our  nation. 

This  graduation  day  and  the  avalanche  of  posi- 
tive pubhcity  that  followed  has  exceeded  our 
wildest  expectations.  "Operation  Recognition" 
has  been  properly  laimched  and  its  ability  to 
touch  people's  lives  is  limitless.  Beverly  High 
School  (32  graduates)  and  Chicopee  High 
School  (58  graduates)  also  held  "Operation  Rec- 
ognition" exercises  this  past  spring.  The  pro- 
gram is  also  currently  underway  in  over  70  other 
communities  (Boston-November  7*,  Spring- 
field-November 9*,  &  Worcester-November 
14"'',  et  al.)  and  in  numerous  other  states  around 
the  country. 


The  program  consists  of  arranging  with  the  indi- 
vidual high  school(s)/city/town  to  adopt  the  pro- 
gram. Following  acceptance  by  the  local  school 
committee  the  process  involves  locating  eligible 
WW  II  veterans  who  served  between  September 
16,  1940  and  December  31,  1946.  Verification 
of  military  service  and  high  school  attendance  is 
required.  Veterans  who  have  obtained  their  GED, 
but  have  not  received  a  high  school  diploma  from 
the  high  school  they  attended  piior  to  their  par- 
ticipation in  WW  II,  may  also  apply  for  the  be- 
lated diploma.  The  diploma  may  also  be  applied 
for  posthumously  by  tiie  veteran's  next  of  kin. 

DVS  asks  for  your  help  in  promoting  a  program 
that  will  assist  many  members  of  "The  Greatest 
Generation"  to  receive  the  recognition  and  thank 
you  from  a  gratefiil  nation  that  is  long  overdue. 
If  you  have  any  questions  in  regards  to  "Opera- 
tion Recognition"  please  contact  Robert  McKean, 
Director  of  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemeter- 
ies at  (617)  727-3578  extension  108  or  by  e-mail 
at  Robert.McKean@state.ma.us.     ♦  ♦  ♦ 
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COMMISSIONER'S  PAGE 


Dear  Veteran, 

One  of  the 
ways  we  are 
attempting  to 
focus  attention  on 
veterans'  issues  is 
by  the  rejuvena- 
tion of  the 
Governor's 
Advisory  Council 
on  Veterans' 
Affairs.  The  Council  is  made  up  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  major  veterans'  organiza- 
tions in  the  Commonwealth,  and  its  purpose 
is  to  advise  the  Governor  on  issues  and 
problems  relating  to  the  veterans  of 
Massachusetts.  This  can  be  a  golden 
opportunity  to  get  the  best  minds  in  the 
veterans'  community  to  take  a  hard  look  at 
where  we  all  want  to  be  as  we  enter  the  21" 
century.  Many  of  the  programs  that  exist 
today,  here  in  Massachusetts  and  indeed 
across  the  country  were  developed  in  the 
aftermath  of  World  War  11,  by  men  and 
women  who  served  in  uniform  and  then 
came  home  to  become  the  leaders  of 
America  in  the  post  war  years.  Programs 
such  as  the  Gl  Bill,  VA  Healthcare  and 
Home  ownership  programs.  Chapter  1 15 
benefits  for  needy  veterans—these  are 
programs  that  we  now  take  for  granted  but 
never  would  have  happened  without 
someone's  vision  many  years  ago. 

With  the  population  of  veterans  dwindling, 
and  with  fewer  and  fewer  families  having  a 
veteran  member,  it  becomes  ever  more 
urgent  to  find  ways,  new  and  innovative 
ways  to  see  that  veterans  and  what  they 
have  accomplished  will  not  simply  fade 
away  into  history.  The  scenes  and  the 
circumstances  may  change,  but  the  bottom 
line  will  remain  the  same,  whether  it's 
fighting  in  the  jungles  of  Guadalcanal,  in 
the  mountains  of  Korea,  the  rice  paddies  of 
Vietnam,  or  keeping  peace  in  the  Balkans, 
men  and  women  who  are  America's 
greatest  treasure  will  be  sent  abroad  to 
answer  their  nation's  call.  When  they  come 
home,  we,  who  have  benefitted  from  the 
programs  our  forebears  put  in  place,  must 
show  the  same  commitment  to  them  in  their 
time  of  need.  The  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  stands  as  the  beacon  of 
excellence  in  veterans'  programs  as  a  result 
of  the  long-standing  teamwork  between  the 
branches  of  government.  We,  the  advocates 
of  veterans,  need  to  keep  these  issues  in  the 
forefront  of  the  minds  of  our  elected 
officials,  and  give  them  the  very  best  advice 
they  need  to  make  decisions  on  our  behalf 
The  Advisory  Council  wants  your  ideas  and 
I  solicit  your  support.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


WVA  OPENS  CLINIC 

The  World  Veterans'  Association  (WVA) 
is  a  non-profit  organization  chartered  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  in  1999.  The  orga- 
nization has  as  its  mission  the  delivery  of  a 
variety  of  high  quality  services,  using  an  in- 
novative format  and  perspective,  to  all  quali- 
fied both  wartime  and  peacetime  veterans  and 
their  adult  dependents  living  in  the  Common- 
wealth. A  peacetime  veteran  is  defined  as 
someone  who  has  served  in  any  branch  of  the 
Armed  Forces,  including  National  Guard  and 
Reserves,  at  a  time  when  military  forces  of 
the  United  States  have  not  been  deployed  in  a 
combat  role. 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  WVA  includes: 
Leo  McKinnon,  State  Commander;  Danny 
Debrule,  Chairman;  Dr.  Robert  Schlesinger, 
Medical  Director;  Larry  Boudreau,  Clerk/Sec- 
retary; LeGrande  Kelly,  Business  Agent;  and 
Walter  Steele,  General  Counsel. 

The  Health  Screening  and  Wellness  Clinic  at 
the  Lemuel  Shattuck  Hospital  located  in  Ja- 
maica Plain,  the  first  of  the  WVA's  programs, 
opened  June  25,  1999.  Initially,  it  will  pro- 
vide comprehensive  diagnostic  screening  for 
a  broad  range  of  medical,  psychological  and 
dental  problems  in  an  attentive  ambulatory 
setting.  The  clinic  has  a  special  interest  in 
establishing  the  validity  of  the  effects  of  Agent 
Orange  and  Gulf  War  Syndrome  as  defined 
disease  entities  as  well  as  support  for  those 
with  Post  Traumatic  Stress  Syndrome. 
(Cont'd,  on  Page  6) 
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Coming  Events 


Aug  1  Puerto  Rican  Festival  Parade- 

Honoring  65th  Infantn  Div  in 
Boston  at  12  Noon 

Aug  13&14    Veterans  Benefit  Clearinghouse 
Stand  Down 

Aug  4-10  "'Moving  Wall"  in  Dorchester  . 
Aug  12-18  "Moving  Wall"  in  North  Attleboro" 
Sept.  1999  Upw  ard  Bound  at  UMass-Boston  | 



FROM  THE  MAIL  BAG  ^ 

July  27,  1999 

Thomas  G.  Kelley,  Commissioner 
Dept.  of  Veterans'  Services 
239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100 
Boston,  MA  021 14 

Dear  Commissioner  Kelley, 

A  Navy  veteran  who  works  for  the  Chicopee  Fire 
Dept.,  took  a  Civil  Service  examination  for  an 
upgrade  on  his  job.  He  was  denied  Veterans" 
Preference  and  was  advised  that  he  was  not  a 
""veteran".  He  contacted  Congressman  Neal's 
office  and  Congressman  Olver's  office  as  well 
as  other  Veteran  related  offices  only  to  learn  that 
nothing  could  be  done  as  he  did  not  meet  the 
guidelines  of  Chapter  4,  Section  7,  clause  43  of 
the  Mass.  General  Laws. 

He  resides  within  the  Western  Hampden  District 
and  came  into  the  office  seeking  help.  1  sent  a 
letter  to  Legal  Counsel,  John  Corey  with 
upporting  documentation  seeking  his  assistance. 
John  took  the  time  to  research  the  issue  and  pro- 
vided me  w  ith  the  enclosed  information. 

The  Veteran  received  his  Veterans'  Preference 
and  told  me  he  wanted  to  do  something  in  return 
to  help  veterans.  The  Holyoke  Soldiers  Home 
recently  received  a  donation  of  $5000  for  their 
Dental  Clinic  from  the  Chicopee  Fire  Dept. 

I  just  want  to  thank  you  and  DVS  for  the  help 
that  1  can  always  count  on,  especially,  in  this 
case  John  Corey  "for  taking  the  time"  to  assist 
the  Veteran.  It's  going  the  extra  mile  that  makes 
the  difference. 

Sincerely, 

Ruth  C.  Bitzas.  Director/ Agent 
Western  Hampden  District 


Army  90th  Replacement  and/or  178th  Replacement  Co.,  Long  Binh.  Vietnam  Feb/Mar  1967. 
Looking  for  Sgt.  Jones  (alias)  the  Air  Force  Colonel  I  was  traded  to  the  VC  for  and  the  two  GI  guards 
who  witnessed  this  transaction.  Please  contact; 
Patrick  Bohannon 

18555  Watson  Rd,  Bend,  Oregon  97701 
(541) 330-6314 

Ver>'  anxious  for  any  and  all  infoimation  regarding  Patrol  Squadron  62,  Patrol  Wing  8.  Alaska  during 
Worid  War  ll-ln  particular  my  uncle.  Ensign  Fergus  F.  Kelly,  a  Naval  Aviator,  who  was  killed  August  1 
1942-A  Biography  in  progress  -St.  Louis  not  able  to  provide  a  copy  of  his  service  record.  Please 
contact: 

Home  Phone;  (516)  929-4 1 66 
Work  Phone:  (516)366-4368 
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nother  milestone  for  the  Women  Veterans'  Network — which  recently  published  its  first  newsletter  to  the  women  veterans  residing  in 
Massachusetts!  As  mentioned  in  the  previous  issue,  The  Network  published  a  brochure  to  10,000  women  veterans  last  year,  and  this 
ear,  a  newsletter  to  the  11 ,000  women  in  the  database. 


The  current  tally  in  the  database  has  risen  to  1 1,912  names  and  addresses  of  women  veterans  who  live  in  the  Commonwealth.  Some  of  those 
1 1,000  newsletters  were  returned  for  incorrect  addresses.  The  Network  would  appreciate  your  notification  of  any  change  in  your  status 
(name/address)  in  order  to  continue  to  offer  the  best  information  available  to  the  women  veterans'  community. 

After  requesting  volunteers  for  the  Speakers'  Bureau,  the  Network  received  feedback  from  2 1  women  veterans  who  are  interested  in  speaking 
about  their  military  experiences.  If  there  are  any  more  volunteers  for  this  worthwhile  service,  please  notify  the  "Network  Committee"  soon. 
The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  continues  to  receive  inquiries  requesting  women  veterans  to  speak  at  different  events. 

After  a  summer  break,  the  Women  Veterans'  Network  Committee  will  meet  in  late  September  to  discuss  courses  of  action.  Any,  and  ail, 
comments  and  recommendations  are  welcome! 

What's  up  for  the  coming  year?  Another  newsletter,  maybe  two,  is  scheduled  for  the  upcoming  fiscal  year  (July  1999  through  June  2000). 
Hopefully  a  luncheon  will  be  scheduled,  but  we'll  wait  to  see  the  number  of  responses  that  show  interest  for  one. 

Finally,  the  Committee  takes  pride  in  its  attempt  to  help  women  veterans  residing  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  will  continue  to  provide 
information  to  them,  to  expand  awareness  of  their  needs,  and  to  advocate  on  their  behalf  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


WORCESTER  SHELTER  AIDS  HOMELESS  WOMEN 


The  Central  Massachusetts  Shelter  for 
Homeless  Veterans,  the  first  veterans' 
shelter  in  Massachusetts  to  house 
women  veterans,  helps  women  who  are  "on 
the  edge."  According  to  Tara  O'Connor,  Ex- 
ecutive Director,  the  shelter  first  opened  its 
armstoawoman  in  1993,  butthe  shelter  didn't 
officially  open  its  women's  dorm  until  1995. 

"The  average  stay  of  these  women,  who  are 
generally  Vietnam  era,  is  two  months,"  ac- 
cording to  Pat  Beck,  the  Women's  Coordina- 
tor. Often  these  women  were  abused  as  chil- 
dren, mistreated  in  the  military,  and  are  re- 
covering from  alcohol/drug  dependency." 

"We  look  for  potential  clients  and  offer  them 
a  safe  haven  of  temporary  residence.  The  shel- 
ter typically  houses  ten  women  at  a  time.  We 
help  them  gain  access  to  social  services,  sub- 
stance abuse  counseling,  life  adjustment  skills, 
access  to  employment  and  job  retraining,  and 
help  in  finding  affordable  housing.  We  also 
assist  and  encourage  women  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  VA's  special  women's  Post  Trau- 
matic Stress  Disorder  program  and  sexual 
abuse  counseling,"  said  Tara. 

Ms.  Beck  noted  that  the  program  is  highly 
successful  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  since 
the  program  opened,  only  a  few  women  have 
returned.  One  of  Pat's  favorite  success  sto- 
ries is  that  of  a  woman  in  her  mid-thirties  who 


Senator  John  F.  Kerry  with  Tara  O'Connor,  Exec- 
utive Director  of  the  Central  Massachusetts  Shelter 
for  Homeless  Veterans. 


spent  17  years  in  the  Army  after  which  time 
she  was  discharged  with  a  drug  problem.  She 
became  estranged  from  her  son.  After  receiv- 
ing counseling  and  assistance,  she  has  been 
substance  free  for  two  years,  living  in  Florida, 
working  as  a  catering  manager,  and  taking  col- 
lege courses.  Best  of  all,  she  is  now  reunited 
with  her  son,  a  high  school  senior.  She  writes 
or  calls  Pat  Beck  every  week  and  refers  to  her 
as,  "Mom." 

The  Central  Massachusetts  Shelter  for  Home- 
less Veterans  receives  $3 1 0,000  a  year  in  grants 
through  DVS  from  the  Commonwealth. 


Dan  Watson  Award 

(The  Commissioner's  Veterans' 
Agent  of  the  Year) 

On  June  23,  1999  Tom  Kelley,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Department  of  Veterans '  Ser- 
vices presented  "The  Commissioner's 
Award"  or  the  "Dan  Watson  Award"  as  it  has 
been  known  since  1987.  The  recipient  is  one 
who  the  Commissioner  feels  symbolizes  out- 
standing commitment  and  service  to  veterans, 
someone  who  goes  above  and  beyond  expecta- 
tions and  who  represents  those  that  administer 
the  country's  finest  veterans'  support  program. 

The  award,  a  gold  embossed  statuette  symboliz- 
ing guidance/support,  is  not  announced  until  the 
Annual  Summer  Conference  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Veterans'  Service  Agents'  Association 
which  was  held  in  Provincetown. 

This  year's  honoree  is  Mary  Jane  Letizia,  a  seven- 
year  Veterans'  Agent  for  the  Town  of  Rockland. 
Her  dedication  and  willingness  to  go  above  and 
beyond  to  assist  the  veteran  and/or  their  family 
in  time  of  need,  advanced  her  to  the  top  of  the 
nominees.  Selfless  devotion  to  duty  for  her  com- 
munity and  for  her  country  was  manifested  by 
her  dedication  to  her  profession  as  Veterans' 
Agent  and  her  military  service. 

Mary  Jane  was  also  awarded  "Servant  of  the 
Year"  by  the  Rockland  Kiwanis  Club  in  1997 
for  her  significant  contributions  in  improving  the 
quality  of  life  for  the  people  of  Rockland.  She  is 
in  her  20*  year  in  the  Naval  Reserves,  having 
served  Operation  Desert  Storm  with  distinction, 
and  for  which  she  was  awarded  her  second  Na- 
val Achievement  Award.     ♦  ♦  ♦ 
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LOOKING  BACK 


By  John  Corey,  General  Counsel 

As  the  twentieth  century  comes  to  a  close,  we  find  that  the  media  has  predictably 
turned  historian,  determined  to  take  us  back  in  time.  On  a  given  day  we  can  chose  to 
lake  it  easy  and  ponder  ESPN's  assemblage  of  the  century's  50  greatest  athletes,  or, 
if  our  intellectual  juices  are  flowing,  open  up  the  Sunday  New  York  Times  Magazine  browse 
through  its  reflections  on  the  millennium. 

1  do  not  attempt  to  make  subscribers  of  the  New  Yorker  and  Harper's,  devoted  readers  of 
The  Commonwealth  Veteran.  Nevertheless,  the  following  interview,  with  historian.  Jay  M. 
Winter,  of  Cambridge  University  on  the  Great  War  Today,  in  light  of  all  too  frequent  trag- 
edies in  Kosovo,  Rwanda,  Iraq,  Ireland,  the  Congo,  Ethiopia,  the  Sudan,  and  elsewhere, 
offers  some  food  for  thought. 

■'1  think  that  there  are  so  many  ways  that  the  First  World  War  is  still  around,  that  it's  become 
part  of  the  landscape.  One  of  the  worst,  though,  is  a  very  difficult  subject:  it's  the  sense  of 
whether  it  is  natural  for  people  to  die,  one  at  a  time,  or  in  large  numbers.  We're  so  filled  with 
images  of  warfare  around  the  world  ~  disasters  that  number  fifty  dead  in  Yugoslavia,  a 
hundred  dead  in  another  conflict  -  become  just  a  matter  of  fact.  The  concept  of  armed 
conflict,  as  a  normal  fact  of  life,  which  takes  the  lives  of  combatants  and  non-combatants,  is 
the  product  of  the  First  World  War.  It  wasn't  that  it  didn't  happen  before,  it  is  that  it's 
become  routine.  It  is,  if  you  will,  banal.  The  banalization  of  violence,  that's  with  us;  and,  I 
think  it  can  be  traced  to  the  First  World  War.  The  second  thing  that's  with  us,  is  the  suspi- 
cion of  the  motives  of  people  who  go  to  war.  It  may  be  that  they  have  good  motives,  but 
there  is  a  suspicion  about  the  big  words:  "the  war  to  end  all  wars,  'the  war  to  make  this  world 
safe  for  democracy.'"  It  is  that  space  between  high-mindedness  and  hypocrisy  that  I  think 
we  can  understand  how  the  First  World  War  is  with  us  still.  That  space  is  where  we  live.  In 
addition,  there  is  an  overwhelming  difficulty  about  trying  to  establish  what  is  the  purpose  of 
commemoration.  In  1 91 8,  Armistice  Day  produced  a  moment  which  has  been  remembered 
in  every  major  combat  ever  since.  In  America,  it's  Veterans  Day.  Armistice  Day  turned  into 
Remembered  Sunday  in  England,  and  on  the  1 1th  of  November,  in  France.  But  what  does 
itmean?  It's  still  there.  It  has  uncertain  meaning.  It's  a  problem.  It's  a  question.  1918  isa 
long  way  from  now.  but  it's  still  a  puzzle.  What  was  it  for?  Why?  Why  all  this  bloodshed? 
Why  the  carnage'^  The  question  seems  to  me  to  be  the  iconic  characteristic  of  what  the  20th 
Century  is  all  about.  Why  the  violence?  Why  the  bloodshed?  Why  the  cruelty? 

The  1 1th  of  November,  Armistice  Day,  the  end  of  the  war  symbolizes  the  fact  that  it  didn't 
end.  We  have  to  go  back  every  1 1th  of  November  and  tell  the  story.  But  what  story  is  it?  Is 
it  the  story  of  idealism  betrayed?  (The  viewpoint  that  I  think  I  share.)  The  vast  gap  between 
the  generosity  of  spirit  of  the  millions  who  fought,  the  meanness  of  spirit  of  the  few  who  led 
them.  Is  that  what  it's  about?  I  can't  pretend  to  have  an  answer,  but  I  know  it's  a  question 
of  the  20th  Century .  It's  a  question  that  we  still  have  to  resolve."  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


WHAT'S  NEW  IN  THE  LAW? 

The  Die  8-  Year  Rule  Clarified 

The  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for 
Veterans  Claims  (CAVC)  recently  ex- 
amined a  provision  of  the  US  Code 
which  grants  an  enhanced  Disability  and  In- 
demnity Compensation  (DIC)  benefit  if  a  vet- 
eran was,  for  eight  continuous  years  up  until 
the  time  of  death,  "in  receipt  of  or  was  en- 
titled to  receive"  a  total  disabilirv  rating.  (Hix 
V.  West,  12Vet.App.  138(1999).  The  CAVC 
stated  that  the  phrase  "in  receipt  of  or  entitled 
to  receive"  in  USC  §  1318(b)  "entitles  the 
claimant  to  obtain  a  determination  of  whether 
the  deceased  veteran,  prior  to  death,  hypo- 
thetically  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive 
an  award  of  service  connection  and  an  assign- 
ment of  total  disability  rating  so  as  to  qualify' 
under  that  staUite."  See  Wingo  v.  West,  II  Vet. 
App.307(1998). 

The  CAVC  concluded  that  surviving  spouses 
are  entitled  to  such  a  determination  thereby 
entitling  the  surviving  spouse  in  Hix  to  the 
enhanced  DIC  benefits  under  section  1311 
(a)(2).  The  court's  decisions  must  be  followed 
in  the  adjudication  of  claims,  but  it  would  be 
reasonable  for  VA  to  suspend  affected  adju- 
dication while  a  review  of  CAVC  decisions 
by  higher  courts  is  still  pending.  The  VA  is 
presently  considering  whether  to  seek  fiirther 
review  of  the  Hix  decision.  In  these  cases,  ad- 
judicators are  to  award  payment  of  basic  DIC 
benefits  to  the  surviving  spouse  by  preparing 
a  letter  notif>'ing  the  claimant  that  basic  DIC 
has  been  awarded  and  that  a  decision  on  the 
issue  of  entitlement  to  the  enhanced  DIC  rate 
has  been  deferred  pending  the  completion  of 
litigation  in  Hix. 

In  cases  where  the  reason  for  denial  of  en- 
titlement to  enhanced  DIC  rate  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  surviving  spouse  was  not  mar- 
ried to  the  veteran  for  the  requisite  eight  years, 
adjudicators  are  to  award  the  claimant  DIC 
and  deny  entitlement  to  the  enhanced  DIC  rate 
under  the  provisions  of  38  USC  §  1 3 1 1  (aX2).* 

Jack  Corey,  General  Counsel 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 


HONOR  GUARD  PROVISION  ENHANCED  BY  DOD  AUTHORIZATION 

WASHINGTON,  D  C. 
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e  House  passed  a  Fiscal  Year  2000  Defense  Authorization  bill  Wednesday  June  9th  that  in- 
cludes a  reform  of  the  law  governing  the  provision  of  an  honor  guard  burial  detail  for  any  veter- 
ans" family  that  requests  it. 


Congressman  Bob  Slump  ( R-AZ),  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Veterans'  Affairs  and  a  senior 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Armed  Services,  said  the  provision  answered  a  need  expressed  by  the 
veterans'  communit> .  "I'm  pleased  to  see  this  provision  included  in  the  DOD  authorization  because  it 
accomplishes  two  things,"  Stump  said.  "First,  it  responds  to  the  shortage  of  military'  personnel  to  staff 
(Cont'd,  on  Page  8) 


a  funny  thing  about  life,  if 
I  refuse  to  accept  anything  but* 
_^^(he  best  you  very  often  get  it  '  ^^^^^^^^ 
-  W.  Somerset  Maugham  '^^^^^^^^ 


THE  PRICE  OF  INDEPENDENCE 

oiircc  Veterans  ot'l  oreign  Wars  Maga/inc.  June/July  19W 


I  cw  Anicriciuis  iirc  aware  of  the  Ircmcndous  sacrifices  made  by  the  brave  and 
seltless  men  who  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Have  you  ever  won- 
dered w  hat  happened  to  those  men  who  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence? 

Five  of  the  signers  were  captured  and  tortured  by  the  British  as  traitors  before  they 
died.  Twelve  had  their  homes  ransacked  or  burned,  while  two  lost  their  sons  and 
two  others  were  captured  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  Nine  of  the  56  fought  and 
died  from  wounds  or  the  hardships  of  war. 

W  hat  kind  of  men  were  they?  Twenty-four  were  lawyers  and  jurists,  eleven  were 
merchants,  and  nine  were  farmers  and  large  plantation  owners-men  of  means  and 
well  educated.  Hach  of  them  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  knowing  full 
well  that  the  penaltN  would  be  death  if  they  were  captured.  They  signed  and  pledged 
their  lives,  their  fortunes  and  their  sacred  honor. 

Carter  Braxton  of  Virginia,  a  wealthy  planter  and  trader,  saw  his  ships  swept  from 
the  seas  by  British  navy.  He  sold  his  home  and  properties  to  pay  his  debts  and  died 
in  rags.  Thomas  McKean  was  so  hounded  by  the  British  that  he  was  forced  to 
move  his  famiK  almost  constantly.  He  served  in  Congress  without  pay  and  his 
famil\  was  kept  in  hiding.  His  possessions  were  taken  and  poverty  was  his  reward. 
Vandals  or  soldiers  or  both  looted  the  properties  of  Ellery,  Clymer,  Hall,  Walton, 
Gwinnett,  Hetward.  Rutledge  and  Middleton. 

Francis  Lew  is  had  his  home  and  properties  destroyed,  his  wife  was  jailed  by  the 
enemv  and  died  a  few  months  later. 

At  the  Battle  of  Yorktown,  ThomasNelson,  Jr.,  noted  that  British  General  Comwallis 
had  taken  over  the  Nelson  home  as  his  headquarters.  Nelson  quickly  urged  General 
Washington  to  open  fire  on  the  dwelling.  The  home  was  destroyed  and  Nelson  died 
a  bankrupt  man. 

John  Hart  was  driven  from  his  wife's  bedside  as  she  was  dying,  their  13  children 
tied  for  their  lives,  their  fields  and  gristmill  were  laid  waste.  For  more  than  a  year, 
Hart  lived  in  the  forests  and  in  caves,  returning  home  after  the  war  to  find  that  his 
w  ife  was  dead  and  his  children  vanished.  A  few  weeks  later,  he  died  from  exhaus- 
tion and  a  broken  heart.  Lewis  Morris  and  Philip  Livingston  suffered  similar  fates. 

Such  were  the  stories  and  sacrifices  of  the  American  Revolution.  These  were  not 
w  ild-eyed,  rabble-rousing  ruffians;  they  were  soft-spoken  men  of  means  and  edu- 
cation. They  had  security,  but  they  valued  liberty  more.  They  pledged:  "For  the 
support  of  this  Declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  the  Divine 
Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes  and  our  sacred 
honor." 


The  56  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  are: 


Connecticut  &  New  York 

Huntington,  Samuel 
Floyd,  William 
Sherman,  Roger 
Lewis,  Francis 
Williams,  William 
Livingston,  Philip 
Wolcott,  Oliver 
Morris,  Lewis 
Delaware  &  North  Carolina 
McKean,  Thomas 
Hewes,  Joseph 
Read,  George 
Hooper,  William 
Rodney,  Caesar 
Penn,  John 

Georgia  &  Pennsylvania 

Gwinnett,  Button 
Clymer,  George 
Hall,  Lyman 
Franklin,  Benjamin 
Walton,  George 


Morris,  Robert 
Maryland 
Morton,  Robert 
Carroll,  Charles 
Ross,  George 
Chase,  Samuel 
Rush,  Benjamin 
Paca,  William 
Smith,  James 
Stone,  Thomas 
Taylor,  George 
Massachusetts 
Wilson,  James 
Adams,  John 
Rhode  Island 
Adams,  Samuel 
Ellery,  William 
Gerry,  Elbridge 
Hopkins,  Stephen 
Hancock,  John 
South  Carolina 
Paine,  Robert  T. 


Heyward,  Thomas  Jr. 
New  Hampshire 
Lynch,  Thomas  Jr. 
Bartlett,  Josiah 
Middleton,  Arthur 
Thornton,  Matthew 
Rutledge,  Edward 
Whipple,  William 
Virginia  &  New  Jersey 
Braxton,  Carter 
Clark,  Abraham 
Harrison,  Benjamin 
Hart,  John 
Jefferson,  Thomas 
Hopkinson,  Francis 
Lee,  Francis  Lightfoot 
Stockton,  Richard 
Lee,  Richard  Henry 
Witherspoon,  John 
Nelson,  Thomas  Jr. 
Wythe.  George 


SMALL  BUSINESS  LOANS  FOR 
VETERANS 

The  U.S.  Small  Business  Administration, 
established  in  1953,  provides  financial, 
technical  and  management  assistance  to  help 
Americans  start,  run  and  grow  their  businesses 
They  are  pleased  to  offer  loan  programs  and 
services  specifically  designed  for  the  veterans  of  our 
country's  Armed  Forces. 

Mission: 

To  foster  enhanced  entrepreneurship  among  eligible 
veterans  by  providing  increased  opportunities. 

To  vigorously  promote  the  legitimate  interests  of  small 
business  concerns  owned  and  controlled  by  eligible 
veterans. 

To  ensure  that  those  concerns  receive  fair  consider- 
ation in  purchases  made  by  the  Federal  government. 

SBA  Services  to  Help  Veterans  Succeed  in 
Business 

Loan  Programs —  broad  range  of  loan  programs  for 
eligible  applicants  made  by  financial  institutions  and 
guaranteed  by  the  SBA. 

Veterans  Eligible  for  Prequalification  Loans — vet- 
erans who  have  traditionally  been  denied  access  to 
credit  may  submit  a  loan  application  to  the  SBA  for 
consideration  of  a  commitment  letter  to  prospective 
lenders. 

Information  Resource —  SBA  homepage  (http:// 
www.sba.gov). 

Service  corps  of  Retired  Executives  (SCORE) — 

provides  free  business  counseling  &  training. 
Small  Business  Development  Centers — help  to  get 
started  and  grow  successfully  by  business  counseling 
&  training  at  colleges  and  universities. 
Business  Information  Centers — state-of-the-art 
technology,  business  hardware,  software  and  library. 
Online  Women's  Business  Center — a  comprehen- 
sive training,  counseling  &  educational  site  (http:// 
www.onlinewbc.org/). 

One-Stop  Capital  Shops — in  Empowerment  Zones/ 
Enterprise  Communities. 

Procurement  PRO-Net — Procurement  Network. 

SBA  Classroom  -business  training  accessible  24 

hours  aday  with  a  standard  internet  connection  (http:/ 

/classroom.sbagov/xtrainx/). 

Pre-Business  Workshops — informative  sessions  on 

starting  a  business. 

The  Veterans'  Affairs  Officer  in  the  SBA 
Massachusetts  District  Office  can  help  you  prepare 
and  plan  for  your  entrepreneurial  adventure.  Please 
call  (617)  565-5590. 
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Medal  of  Honor 

The  world  needs  role  models  to  be 
recognized  as  true  winners  and  real 
heroes.  We  often  struggle  over  the 
fact  that  in  an  age  of  idolizing  famous 
people  such  as  sports  celebrities,  movie  or 
rock  stars  that  there  is  something  missing  in 
these  love  affairs.  What  did  they  do  to 
attain  this  hero  stauis  in  our  minds?  Tliey 
may  have  been  heroes  by  winning  the  game 
for  the  home  team,  or  by  catching  the 
murderer  in  a  suspense  film.  Whatever  it 
was  that  drew  our  attention  to  them,  and 
made  us  wish  we  could  be  like  them  was 
important  to  us.  Whatever  it  was,  one  has 
to  realize  that  we  will  almost  certainly  never 
be  able  to  be  a  "Larry  Bird,  Magic  Johnson, 
or  Marc  McGwire."  The  reality  of  it  is 
these  are  unreachable  goals. 

The  true  heroes  of  this  world  could  be  char- 
acterized as  an  "endangered  species."  They 
are  normal  people  like  you  and  me.  They  are 


"A  nation  reveals  it- 
self not  only  by  the 
men  it  produces  but 
also  by  the  men  it 
honors,  the  men  it  re- 
members." 

-President  John  F 
Kennedy 
October  25,  1963 


L  to  r.,  George  L.  Street,  ni,  Charles  A.  MacGiUivary  , 
Governor  Argeo  Paul  Cellucci,  Commissioner  Tom 
Kelley,  and  Former  Commissioner  Thomas  J. 
Hudner,  Jr. 


the  recipients  of  the  Congressional  Medal  of 
Honor,  the  highest  award  for  valor  in  action 
against  an  enemy  force  that  can  be  bestowed 
upon  an  individual  serving  in  the  Armed 


By  Ernest  Acosta,  Jr. 

By  an  act  of  the  U.S.  Congress  a  regiment 
of  Puerto  Rican  soldiers  was  established 
in  1899  which,  after  a  series  of  name 
changes,  evolved  into  the  65th  Regiment  in  1 920. 
It  is  the  initial  and  only  official  Hispanic  regi- 
ment in  the  history  of  the  U.S.  Army. 

"El  Sesenta  y  Cinco,"  as  the  65th  was  affection- 
ately known  to  islanders,  became  more  than 
merely  an  Army  unit.  To  Puerto  Ricans  it  be- 
came an  institution  and  a  tradition.  It  was  the 
Puerto  Rican  Regiment,  "el  Sesenta  y  Cinco," 
which  represented  the  pride,  values  and  honor 
of  its  people. 

The  "Borinqueneers"  is  the  traditional  nickname 
associated  with  the  65th  Infantry  since  World 
War  I,  and  used  widely  throughout  World  War 
II  and  the  Korean  War. 

In  World  War  II  the  65th  fought  extremely  well, 
and  in  nine  major  Korean  campaigns,  it  received 
eight  Presidential  and  meritorious  citations,  134 
Silver  Star  Medals,  562  Bronze  Stars  Medals,  8 
Distinguished  Service  Crosses  and  1 ,0 1 4  Purple 
Hearts. 

On  October  13,  1952,  General  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower  and  Senator  Richard  Nixon  in  a  com- 
bined statement,  paid  tribute  to  the  Puerto  Rican 
soldiers  fighting  in  Korea  saying,  "we  also  have 


Forces.  These  men  and  one  woman  were 
regular  people  who  were  faced  with  incon- 
ceivable circumstances  and  acted  with  excep- 
tional courage,  and  who  jeopardized  their 
dreams  to  maintain  the  freedom  that  all 
Americans  enjoy  today. 

This  Medal,  which  was  established  in  1862 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  has  been 
awarded  3,410  times  with  almost  half  going 
to  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War.  Now,  there  are 
only  155  recipients  of  the  Medal  of  Honor 
that  are  living.  The  Commonwealth  is  ex- 
tremely fortunate  to  have  four  of  the  recipi- 
ents living  in  Massachusetts,  each  with  his 
own  story  of  heroism.  They  are  Charles  A. 
MacGiUivary,  George  L.  Street  III,  Thomas 
J.  Hudner,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  G.  Kelley. 

They  are  an  inspiration  to  all  who  hear  their 
stories.  What  a  tremendous  injustice  it  would 
be  if  the  young  children  of  this  great  nation 
were  never  given  a  chance  to  meet  real  he- 
roes. ♦♦♦ 


within  our  society  many  of  our  fellow  citizens 
from  Puerto  Rico  and  we  want  to  render  a  spe- 
cial tribute  to  the  heroic  Puerto  Rican  soldiers  of 
the  65'*'  Infantry  Regiment  who  have  been  fight- 
ing so  hard  in  Korea." 

General  Douglas  MacArthur  wrote  of  the  sol- 
diers of  the  65th  Infantry  Regiment  ". .  on  the 
battle  fields  of  Korea  by  valor,  determination  and 
resolute  will  to  victory  give  daily  testament  to 
their  invincible  loyalty  to  the  United  States  and 
the  fervor  of  their  devotion  to  those  immutable 
standards  ofhuman  relations  to  which  the  Ameri- 
can and  Puerto  Ricans  are  commonly  dedicated." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Korean  War,  the  65th 
Infantry  Regiment  returned  home  and  remains  a 
National  Guard  Unit  in  Puerto  Rico. 

Since  Puerto  Rico  is  not  a  state,  the  soldiers  of 
the  65th  were  never  able  to  vote  for  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States  and  had 
no  voting  representation  in  Congress.  Despite 
this,  Puerto  Rican  soldiers  fought,  bled,  and  died 
for  freedom  and  American  democracy. 

This  year's  F*uerto  Rican  Festival  and  parade  will 
be  dedicated  to  the  65*  Infantry  Regiment  on 
their  1 00*  Anniversary.  The  parade  will  be  held 
on  August  1".  For  further  information,  contact 
Pedro  Santiago  at  (6 1 7)  727-3578  extension  207. 


VWA  Opens  Clinic 

[Cont'd  from  Page  2) 

For  further  information  please  write  to:  WVA, 
P.O.  Box  1425,  Leominster,  MA.  01453;  and. 
please  enclose  a  stamped,  self-addressed  en- 
velope. 

To  make  an  appointment,  call  the  Lemuel 
Shattuck  Hospital  at  (6 1 7)  522-8 1 1 0,  and  ask 
for  Out  Patient  Registration,  WVA  appoint- 
ments. 

♦♦♦ 


THE  65TH  INFANTRY:  A  DISTINGUISHED  HISTORY 
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Housing  Update 


Since  1 992,  tlie  Department  of  Veterans'  Ser- 
v  ices  (DVS)  has  actively  advocated  for  ad- 
equate housing  for  veterans.  The  first  step 
for  DVS  was  to  invite  non-protlt  veterans'  orga- 
nizations to  fonn  a  Housing  Advisoi^  Board 
(HAB).  DVS  and  tlie  Housing  Advisor>'  Board 
quick!)  began  to  focus  on  the  most  urgent 
need-to  provide  housing  for  homeless  veterans. 
Without  a  safe  environment  with  supportive 
housing  and  supportive  services,  many  veterans 
could  not  break  the  cycle  of  homelessness  and 
move  on  to  jobs  and  pemianent  housing. 

The  Housing  Advisor)'  Board  has  been  meeting 
quarterly  for  over  five  yeai^s.  During  tliat  time, 
the  DVS-sponsored  Housing  for  Homeless  Vet- 
erans has  grown  from  one  shelter  providing  for 
100  veterans  and  two  transitional  prograins  pro- 
viding housing  for  50;  to  four  shelters  providing 
almost  300  beds  and  twelve  transitional  programs 
with  almost  500  beds.  In  addition  tliere  is  now 
pemianent  housing  at  five  facilities  for  1 30  home- 
less veterans.  And  tlie  program  continues  to  grow 
in  every  region  of  the  state.  The  early  advocacy 
has  evolved  into  a  network  of  veterans  who  pro- 
vide services  and  housing,  drawing  on  the  ser- 
vices and  housing  that  exist  and  strengthening 
the  network  of  providers.  This  network  is  called 
a  continuum  of  care  and  it  has  four  components, 
which  are  Homeless  Prevention,  Emergency 
Shelters,  Transitional  Housing,  and  Permanent 
Housing. 

DVS  supports  nine  Outreach  Centers  in  every 
region  of  the  state,  and  also  provides  financial 
assistance  through  M.G.L.,  Chapter  1 15,  to  lo- 
cal veterans  by  way  of  Veterans'  Agents  in  the 
351  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts.  These 
agents  provide  a  network  of  outreach  to  veterans 
who  are  in  danger  of  becoming  homeless.  Vet- 
erans who  have  serious  temporary  financial  dif- 
ficulties, usually  caused  by  loss  of  employment, 
can  receive  benefits  to  help  pay  their  living  costs 
until  tliey  find  new  jobs.  Chapter  1 15  provides 
short-temi  assistance.  ♦♦♦ 


1,  to  R  ,  F  oniicT  Commissioner  niomas  I  ludiicr ,  Commissioner 
Tom  Kcllcy,  tX'puty  Commissioner  Waller  Pero,  Hank  Bradley, 
Resident  of  the  MVSAA 

CX)NGRATULATIONS 

Commissioner  Kelley  would  like  to  ex- 
tend the  congratulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  Deputy  Commissioner  Walter 
F.  Pero  who  was  recently  presented  with  the 
MVSAA  Award  for  Outstanding  Work  With 
Veterans  which  is  presented  to  the  person  out- 
side the  organization  who  has  done  the  most 
for  the  veterans'  community  in  the  last  year. 
He  was  given  this  honor  at  the  MVSAA  Sum- 
mer Conference  in  Provincetown  on  June  23, 
1999. 

Also,  accolades  to  Joan  O'Connor,  Associate 
General  Counsel,  who  has  been  awarded  the 
Navy  Commendation  Medal  for  her  service  as  a 
Naval  Reserve  Officer.  The  Chief  of  Navy  In- 
fomiation  recommended  Joan  for  the  awarcl,  and 
the  award  was  based  upon  her  perfonnance  of 
her  duties  as  Escort  Officer  for  OPERATION 
SAIL  200  on  behalf  of  USS  CONSTITUTION. 

And  lastly  but  not  least  in  any  way,  congratula- 
tion are  also  extended  to  Robert  McKean,  Di- 
rector of  State  Veterans  Cemeteries  for  the 
awards  that  have  been  presented  to  him.  On  June 
1st  Bob  received  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts Citation  for  Outstanding  Perfomiance 
from  DVS,  June  1 8th  National  VFW  Certificate 
of  Appreciation  for  outstanding  efforts  in  the 
awarding  of  higli  school  diplomas  to  WWII  vet- 
erans, and  June  1 7th  the  State  American  Legion 
Public  Service  Award  for  dedication  and  Ser- 
vice to  all  veterans  in  Massachusetts.  Well  done, 
Joan,  Walter,  and  Bob!  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


Massachusetts  Operation 
Stand  Down  1999 

Stand  Down  was  first  held  in  1993 
and  ever  since  that  time,  over  600 
veterans  have  been  served  by 
"Stand  Down."  It  is  the  culmination 
of  a  cooperative  effort  of  about  1 00  fed- 
eral, state,  local  and  private  agencies 
and  companies.  It  is  intended  to  break 
the  cycle  of  homelessness  by  provid- 
ing male  and  female  veterans  with  such 
basic  services  as  medical  attention, 
therapeutic  and  substance  abuse  coun- 
seling, clothing,  housing  workshops, 
employment  counseling,  driver's  li- 
censes, eye  glasses  and  legal  assis- 
tance. The  dates  are  set  for  August  1 3 
&  14  at  Rotch  Park  in  Boston's  South 
End. 

The  goal  of  these  efforts  are  aimed  at 
Stand  Down's  objective  to  help  veter- 
ans stand  on  their  own  feet  and  become 
productive  members  of  their  commu- 
nities. These  goals  underscore  Stand 
Down's  motto  to  offer: 
"A  HAND  UP,  NOT  A  HAND  OUT" 


"The  greatest  gift  you  can 
give  another  is  the  purity 
of  your  attention." 
—  Anonymous 


COMMEMORATIVE  QUARTER  UNVEILED 

e  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  hasjust  unveiled  their  design  for  the  new  commemorative  quarter  from  Massachusetts  that  is  scheduled  to  reach 
the  pockets  of  citizens  across  the  United  States  in  January,  2000.  It  is  a  picture  of  the  historic  Minuteman/soldier  standing  with  the  background  of  the 
State  map. 


V 

A.  s 


In  1 997,  the  U.S.  Treasury  launched  the  commemorative  coin  program,  which  issues  quarters  commemorating  each  of  the  50  states  in  the  order  that  the  they  ratified 
the  Constitution  or  joined  the  union.  Delaware,  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  quarters  have  already  begun  circulation,  with  Georgia  and  Connecticutt  to  follow. 

The  winning  Massachusetts  design  was  selected  by  Lt.  Govemor  Jane  Swift  fi-om  drawings  from  across  the  state  that  were  submitted  by  elementary  students.  Two 
students,  Kathleen  Raughtigan  who  attends  St.  Bemard's  Elementary  School  in  Fitchburg  and  Xander  Kotsatos  who  attends  Belmont  Day  School  were  the  joint 
winners  in  this  unique  contest,  as  Massachusetts  was  the  only  state  to  do  so. 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  is  proud  to  have  the  unique  distinction  of  a  similar  design  as  the  Department  Logo  andthat  of  Tfie  Commonwealth  I  'eieran. 
V  ♦♦♦  / 
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[   Veterans'  Upward  Bound 

The  Veterans'  Upward  Bound  Project  at 
the  University  of  Massachusetts  is  now 
accepting  appHcations  for  the  Septem- 
ber 1999  fall  cycle.  This  FREE  program  is 
open  to  qualified  veterans  of  all  ages,  men  or 
women.  Services  include  GED  preparation 
and  testing,  college  preparatory  instruction, 
college  admission  and  financial  advising,  and 
career  advising  that  will  be  conducted  in  the 
evening. 

The  subjects  include  Spanish,  computers, 
composition  and  literature,  college  math,  so- 
cial and  natural  sciences,  as  well  as  career 
counseling.  Several  fun  cultural  events  are 
scheduled  to  be  included. 


SILVER  AND  BRONZE  STAR  LICENSE  PLATES 


To  attend  our  informational  seminar,  please 
contact  Robert  E.  Morris,  Recruitment  Advi- 
sor at  the  University  of  Massachusetts-Bos- 
ton, 100  Morrissey  Boulevard,  Boston,  MA 
^02125-7173  or  call  (617)  287-5873.  ; 
\  / 


Massaschusells 

1234 


Veteran 


The  Silver  and  Bronze  Star  plates  are  four  digit 
plates.  The  plates  can  be  obtained  by  calling  the 
Department  of  Veterans'  Serv  ices  for  an  applica- 
tion.  It  is  important  to  note  that  all  numbers  are  not  avail- 
able due  to  the  schedule  of  printing  of  the  specific  series  of  numbers.  It  is 
important  that  you  read  the  entire  application  and  send  all  documentation  that 
is  needed  with  your  application  to  avoid  delay  in  receiving  your  plates,  which 
will  be  mailed  to  you  from  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles.  If  you  have  ques- 
tions or  would  like  to  receive  an  application,  please  call  Department  of  Veter- 
ans'Services  at  (61 7)  727-3578.  ♦♦♦ 


HONOR  GUARD  (Cont'd,  from  Page  4) 

such  honor  guards.  It  also  increases  the  likelihood 
that  an  honor  guard  will  be  available  to  the  fami- 
lies of  veterans  who  served  their  country  ." 

The  measure  requires  the  military  services  to  pro- 
vide the  honor  guard  details.  But  it  allows  the 
Secretary  of  Defense  to  suspend  the  requirement 
in  cases  of  militarv'  necessity .  It  also  reduces  the 
required  detail  from  three  persons  to  two.  To  fur- 
ther meet  the  shortage  of  active  duty  personnel 
available  for  such  details,  the  provision  authorizes 


use  of  Guard  and  Reserve  troops.  It  also  autho- 
rizes the  DOD  to  provide  material  and  equip- 
ment to  "'non-governmental'"  organizations, 
such  as  veterans'  groups,  for  support  of  honor 
guard  activities. 

The  Fiscal  Year  1999  Defense  Authorization 
Act  required  the  Secretary  of  Defense  to  con- 
vene a  conference  on  ways  to  increase  and  im- 
prove the  availability  of  military  burial  honors 
for  veterans.  Secretary  of  Defense  William  S. 
Cohen  convened  the  conference  in  November 
1998.  and  reported  his  findings  to  Congress. 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication,  but  maintains  editorial  privilege. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 

239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 14 
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A  Veterans'  Day  Message  from  Governor  Paul  Cellucci 


On  November  1 1*.  we  celebrate  the  last 
Veterans'  Day  of  this  centur\'.  It  is  a 
time  to  salute  the  men  and  women  who 
have  heroically  defended  our  freedom  and  in- 
dependence for  the  last  1 00  \  ears.  It  is  also  a 
time  to  ensure  that  in  the  new  millennium,  we 
never  forget  the  dedication  of  our  state's  vet- 
erans, and  we  must  always  answer  the  call  to 
duty  to  serve  them  in  return. 

The  courageous  actions  of  American  men  and 
women  who  fought  to  protect  freedom  dur- 
ing the  20*  centurN  shaped  the  course  of  our 
nation  and  the  entire  world.  From  World  War 
1,  the  war  to  end  all  wars,  to  World  War  II,  to 
the  Korean,  Vietnam  and  Persian  Gulf  wars, 
brave  individuals  have  made  tremendous  sac- 
rifices for  our  livelihood. 

This  commitment  to  safeguard  our  liberty  was 
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bom  not  in  the  last  hundred  years,  but  rather 
225  years  ago  this  April  in  the  great  state  of 
Massachusetts,  when  the  Minutemen,  not 
fully  knowing  the  dangers  or  the  conse- 
quences, battled  against  tyranny,  hoping  to 
win  their  freedom. 

Massachusetts  is  where  the  American  Revo- 
lution began.  It's  where  our  proud  Navy  was 
bom.  It's  where  the  U.S.S.  Constitution  lies 
proudly  in  Boston  Harbor,  where  she  remains 
a  living  symbol  of  this  country's  strength, 
courage  and  respect  for  liberty \ 

Our  state  has  always  had  a  special  connec- 
tion to  the  Amied  Forces,  and  because  we 
own  that  distinction,  we  must  continue  to  be 
a  leader  in  supporting  the  men  and  women 
who  have  served  us,  and  served  our  countn, . 

During  the  last  nine  years,  we've  done  a  great 
deal  to  help  Massachusetts'  veterans.  We 
eliminated  the  tax  on  military  pensions  and 
increased  real  estate  abatements  for  disabled 
veterans,  widows  and  parents  of  veterans 
killed  in  combat.  We  have  strengthened  the 
state's  soldiers'  homes,  boosted  the  valuable 
job  training  program.  Vet  Tech,  and  expanded 
the  veteran  annuity  program.  We  also  pro- 
vided S 10  million  to  refurbish  U.S.S.  Massa- 
chusetts, a  memorial  to  the  men  and  women 
of  our  state  who  gave  their  lives  while  serv- 
ing their  country  during  World  War  II. 

As  Govemor,  I  will  continue  to  maintain  the 
commitment  we  have  made  to  the  more  than 
half-a-million  veterans  in  our  Common- 
wealth. We  have  asked  the  Legislature  to  ex- 
pand the  veteran  annuity  program  to  benefit 
more  disabled  veterans  and  to  include  spouses 
of  certain  deceased  veterans.  We  also  want 
to  boost  funding  that  will  help  reimburse  cit- 
ies and  towns  for  the  cost  of  providing  flags 
for  veterans'  graves,  and  to  ensure  that  every 
veteran  receives  an  honorable  and  decent 
burial. 

Next  year,  we  will  complete  construction  on 


the  Massachusetts  Veterans'  Memorial  Cem- 
eter>  in  Agawam,  the  Commonwealth's  first 
state-run  cemetery.  We  also  plan  to  break 
ground  on  another  state-run  cemetery  in 
Winchendon.  Both  of  these  cemeteries  will 
provide  proper  final  resting  places  for  veter- 
ans, their  spouses,  and  their  children. 

We  can  never  ftilly  repay  our  veterans  for  their 
service  to  their  country.  However,  we  can. 
and  we  must,  recognize  and  honor  our  veter- 
ans in  every  way  possible,  not  only  to  give 
them  the  support  they  so  justly  deserve,  but 
also  to  remind  our  young  people  of  the  sacri- 
fices these  men  and  women  have  made  to  se- 
cure freedom  for  future  generations.  "Opera- 
tion Recognition,"  gives  World  War  II  veter- 
ans the  high  school  diplomas  they  never  got, 
and  gives  students  the  opportunity  to  pay  trib- 
ute to  the  heroes  who  gave  up  their  own  high 
school  years  to  serve  their  country.  Children 
learn  the  facts  of  war  in  history  books  and  in 
film,  but  the  greatest  teachers  of  the  harsh  re- 
alities of  war  are  veterans  themselves. 

We  must  never  forget  what  these  men  and 
women  have  given  up  for  our  freedom.  Our 
independence  today  is  secure  because  of  the 
courageous  actions  of  our  veterans.  Their 
achievements  must  never  be  forgotten  with 
the  passage  of  time.  In  Massachusetts,  we  will 
take  great  care  to  ensure  that  our  veterans  are 
revered  and  remembered  for  their  heroism  and 
commitment  to  making  our  state,  our  nation, 
and  our  world,  safer  and  better  places  to  live. 
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COMMISSIONER'S  PAGE 


My  Fellow 
Veterans. 

A  couple  of 
Sundays  ago  in 
New  Bedford,  a 
square  was 
dedicated  to  the 
memor\  of 
Michael  St. 
Pierre,  a  nineteen 
year  old  marine  w  ho  died  in  the  service 
of  his  countr\  in  Vietnam  ov  erthirt>' 
years  ago.  In  my  hometown  of  South 
Boston,  and  indeed  across  the  Common- 
wealth, just  about  every  street  comer 
has  a  memorial  marker  with  the  name  of 
a  fallen  soldier,  sailor,  airnian.  marine, 
or  coast  guardsman.  A  memorial 
marker  which  is  the  only  public  evi- 
dence that  the  memor\  of  a  parent, 
spouse,  son  or  daughter  has  been 
forever  darkened  because  he  never  came 
home. 

I  have  lived  in  thirteen  states  during  my 
career  in  the  military .  Massachusetts  and 
some  of  the  other  New  England  states  are 
the  only  ones  who  recognize  their  fallen 
sons  and  daughters  this  way.  I  attended  a 
Veterans'  Day  ceremony  in  Virginia  a  few 
years  ago  and  noticed  that  there  were  no 
children  there.  The  reason,  to  my  amaze- 
ment, was  that  the  schools  were  in  ses- 
sion that  day.  When  our  states  don't  con- 
sider Veterans"  Day  important  enough  to 
observe  it  as  a  holiday  they  send  an  omi- 
nous signal,  not  only  to  veterans  whose 
service  deserves  to  be  recognized,  but  also 
to  younger  and  future  generations  who 
will  some  day  ask  a  parent  or  teacher: 
"What  is  a  veteran?" 

How  do  we  keep  the  acts  and  deeds  of 
veterans  alive  in  the  minds  of  our  fellow 
citizens?  I  believe  there  is  merit  in  local 
schools  assigning  projects  to  students  to 
research  the  lives  of  the  young  men  whose 
names  are  on  the  signs  in  the  neighbor- 
hood squares.  The  children  will  likely  find 
that  these  heroes  of  the  past  were  really 
not  that  much  different  from  the  young- 
sters of  today.  How  these  valiant  warriors 
responded  under  the  most  difficult  circum- 
stances might  help  today's  youth  respond 


the  right  way  to  the  decisions  they  face 
in  their  daily  lives.  The  service  of  vet- 
erans might  also  inspire  today's  young- 
sters towards  some  sort  of  public 
service. ..not  necessarily  towards  the 
military'  but  to  one  of  the  many  areas 
of  society  which  cries  out  for  attention. 

In  an  effort  to  help  our  children  learn 
about  the  past  there's  a  program  un- 
derway within  the  Commonwealth 
called  SERVICE,  which  is  an  effort  to 
increase  the  number  of  state  employ- 
ees who  volunteer  in  public  schools. 
There  is  probably  no  better  group  than 
veterans,  who  have  "been  there,  done 
that,"  to  mentor  and  reach  out  to  our 
children  and  to  make  a  positive  differ- 
ence in  their  lives.  I  encourage  veter- 
ans' organizations  and  veterans'  agents 
to  take  the  lead  in  their  communities 
to  involve  veterans  in  this  enriching 
educational  experience.  If  not  you. 
Who?  Ifnot  now.  When? 

Finally,  as  we  pause  on  Veterans'  Day 
to  remember  the  sacrifices  of  those  who 
served,  let's  not  forget  those  who  are 
still  wearing  the  uniform  in  lonely  and 
dangerous  spots  around  the  world.  The 
war  that  was  to  end  all  wars  ended 
eighty-one  years  ago.  and  the  world  is 
far  less  safe  than  it  was  then.  To  all 
who  have  served,  then  and  now. ..thank 
you.  ♦♦♦ 


CIVIL  WAR 

"It  is  well  that  war  is  so  terrible, 
w  e  would  grow  too  fond  of  it. 
General  Robert  E.  Lee.  1862 


/  \ 

\         FROM  THE  MAIL  BAG  \ 

October?.  1999 

Dciir  C  ommissioner  Kelley. 

rd  like  to  send  my  sincere  thanks  and  gratitude 
through  you  in  recognition  of  Mr.  Robert  Harris 
of  the  Tow  n  of  Hudson  Veterans"  Services. 

My  name  is  Laura  (Svenningsen)  Rogaishio  of 
Hudson.  M>  whole  famil>  and  1  are  so  deepK 
appreciative  to  this  man.  My  Uncle.  Robert  Corr. 
had  just  passed  awa> .  He  was  retired  from  the 
.'\rm>  in  1980.  He  had  served  two  terms  in  Viet- 
nam and  was  a  wonderful  man.  His  last  w  ish  was 
to  be  buried  in  uniform,  but  his  uniform  was  no 
where  to  be  found.  1  tried  armv/navy  stores,  re- 
cruiters, and  thrill  stores  hoping  to  find  a  dress  coat 
for  him.  I  couldn't  find  one  anywhere. 

I  then  went  to  the  Hudson  Town  Hall  and  told  Mr. 
Harris  of  the  situation.  He  asked  me  to  come  back 
to  his  office  in  1 5  minutes.  He  had  gone  home  and 
got  his  own  dress  Army  uniform  and  gave  it  to  me 
for  my  Uncle  Bob  to  be  buried  in.  1  couldn't  be- 
lieve it! 

Words  can't  explain  how  much  Mr.  Harris  has  done 
for  our  family.  I  thanked  him,  but  1  feel  that  he 
should  be  highh  recognized  for  such  an  act  of  kind- 
ness. 

May  God  bless  him  and  other  veterans  alike. 
Sincerely  grateful. 

The  Robert  Corr  &  Svenningsen  Families 

(Mr.  Robert  E.Harris  is  the  Veterans'  Agent  for 
the  Tow  n  of  Hudson. )         ♦  ♦  ♦ 
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SEARCHING  FOR: 

The  American  Battle  Monument  Committee  (http://www.abmc.gov)  is  seeking  photographs 
of  any  veteran  who  died  in  the  Korean  War.  These  photos  will  be  included  as  part  of  the 
Korean  War  Memorial  in  Washington.  DC.  Photos  may  be  sent  to  Colonel  Frederick  Badger. 
American  Battle  Monument  Commission.  Court  House  Plaza  II,  2300  Clarendon  Blvd.,  Arlington, 
VA  22201.  ♦♦♦ 

REUNION: 

TThe  U.S.  Navy  Cruiser  Sailors  Association  w  ill  hold  its  year  2000  reunion  at  the  Henry 
VIII  Hotel  and  Conference  Center  in  St.  Louis,  MO.  from  May  3-7,  2000.  Contact:  Bob 
Tallman.  6484  SW  Burlingame  PI.,  Portland.  OR  97201,  Telephone:  (503)  246-7550. 
Fa.\:  (503)  246-8976,  or  E-mail:  bobtalfwjuno.com  or  Carl  T.  Hartzell.  33  Redbay  Ct.  W.. 
Homosassa,  FL  34446,  Telephone:  (352)  382-1238,  or  E-mail:  chartzelL«ixtalw ind.net 
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Suuiding  (1  to  r);  Etlicl  LiiSalle,  Marilyn  Bolaske,  Rulli  Bitzas,  Pat  Robinson,  Commissioner  Kelley. 
Lilccn  Memllo.  Claire  Brassil  and  Hilar>'  Maguire.  Sitting  (1  to  r):  Pat  Beck,  Frances  Tobin,  IJIiian  J. 
Haton.  Man  Kllen  Mesalc.  Kdytlie  Sheridan  aid  Joan  O'Connor. 


A  fter  a  three-month  summer  break,  the 
/\  Women  Veterans'  Network  began  this 
J.  gear's  monthly  Committee  meetings  on 
September  28,  1999  at  the  Coast  Guard  Base  in 
Boston.  ITie  guest  of  honor  was  Commissioner 
TliomasG.  Kelley.  Commissioner  Kelley  voiced 
his  concerns  and  priorities  for  helping  veterans. 
It  was  indeed  a  pleasure  to  have  him  personally 
address  the  Committee. 

The  Women'sNetwork  will  be  at  the  DVS  train- 
ing session  November  16,  1999  to  talk  about 
women  veterans'  issues.  Hopefully,  we  can 
gather  all  the  women  veterans'  agents  and  gen- 
erate input  on  issues  important  to  women  veter- 
ans. 

Of  interest  to  many  of  us,  the  Gerontology  Insti- 
tute at  UMASS  Boston  has  completed  a  study 
about  women  who  served  in  the  military  during 
tlie  40's,  50's  and  60's  and  are  aging  veterans 
today.  It  is  titled.  Raising  Awareness  About  Ag- 
ing Women  Veterans  in  Massachusetts,  and  is 
from  the  Gerontology  Institute  and  Center,  Col- 
lege of  Public  and  Community  Service,  UMASS 
Boston,  dated  August  1 999.  Some  of  their  find- 
ings are:  57%  of  their  sample  base  live  alone,  a 


robust  group  of  74%  appear  to  be  in  good  health 
and  reported  that  tliey  were  able  to  walk  more 
than  one  mile,  and  that  health  care  is  the  major 
benefit  available  to  them  through  the  Department 
of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA).  One  of  the  recom- 
mendations that  emerged  from  this  study  is  the 
need  for  networking  among  the  women  veter- 
ans— just  what  the  Women  Veterans'  Network 
is  trying  to  do!  For  more  information  on  the  In- 
stitute and  this  publication,  call  (617)  287-7300. 

One  of  the  projects  is  the  first-ever  workshop/ 
luncheon  that  is  scheduled  for  April  5, 2000.  Al- 
though still  early  in  the  planning  stages,  this  much 
is  known:  Tlie  Women  Veterans'  Network  will 
host  an  informational  workshop  and  a  luncheon 
for  women  veterans  at  the  Holiday  Inn,  Worces- 
ter, from  1 0  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  on  Wednesday,  April 
5,  2000.  From  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  the  workshop 
will  have  informational  tables  with  representa- 
tives from  various  veterans'  agencies.  Some  of 
these  agencies  and  organizations  will  be  the  U  S 
Department  of  Veterans'  Affairs  (to  include 
Women's  Health  Coordinators);  the  Governor's 
Advisory  Committee  on  Women  Veterans;  De- 
partment of  Employment  and  Training;  the  new 
state  cemetery  system;  field  representatives  from 


The  Women's  Memorial;  women  veterans' 
groups  Willi  membership  information;  as  well 
as  Department  of  Veterans'  Services'  (DVS)  rep- 
resentatives. All  women  veterans  are  welcome 
at  the  workshop/luncheon  as  well  as  veterans' 
agents  and  others  interested  in  helping  women 
veterans.  Tlie  luncheon  will  be  liom  1  -  2  p.m. 
and  reservations  are  required.  The  cost  of  the 
luncheon  (chicken,  fish,  or  pasta)  is  $  1 0. 

More  detailed  information  will  be  in  the 
Women's  Network  newsletter — which  we  hope 
to  have  out  after  the  holidays  in  early  2000. 

Another  project  in  the  works  is  linking  women 
veterans  with  women  veterans'  organizations. 
On  September  20"'  letters  were  mailed  to  local 
organizations  asking  them  to  release  their  mem- 
bership information  to  the  The  Women's  Net- 
work for  publication  in  the  next  newsletter.  In 
meeting  with  women  veterans  since  the  Women 
Veterans'  Network  was  established  in  1997,  it 
has  become  apparent  that  many  women  veter- 
ans do  not  know  that  such  organizations  exist. 
Hopefijlly,  this  information  will  be  usefijl  to  all. 

And  then  there's  the  newly  created  Speakers' 
Bureau.  Since  the  May  newsletter  mailing,  22 
women  have  volunteered  to  be  part  of  our  Speak- 
ers' Bureau.  These  women  reside  in  the  follow- 
ing communities:  Belchertown,  Braintree,  Cam- 
bridge, Everett,  Fitchburg,  Hingham,  Holyoke. 
Leominster,  Medford,  Newton  Highlands, 
Osterville,  Revere,  Seekonk,  South  Attleboro, 
Springfield,  Walpole,  West  Falmouth, 
Westwood,  Wollaston,  and  Worcester.  The 
Women's  Veterans  Network  is  constantly  look- 
ing for  more  speakers!  If  you  are  interested, 
please  call  (617)  727-3578  extension  316  or 
email  DVSWomen@vet.state.ma.us. 

Lastly,  congratulations  are  in  order  to  Commit- 
tee member,  Ruth  Bitzas  of  Agawam  who  was 
recently  named  "Veterans'  Agent  of  the  Year" 
by  the  Massachusetts  Veterans'  Services  Agents 
Association.  ♦♦♦ 


WOMEN  VETERANS  STUDY  IN  MASSACHUSETTS 

From  theUniversity  of  Massachusetts  Boston,  Gerontology  Institute, 

The  report  by  Nina  M.  Silverstein,  Ph.D.  and  Jennifer  Moorhead  summarizes  the  findings  of  a  descriptive  study  of 220  Massachusetts  women  veterans  aged  60 
years  and  older.  The  survey  indicates  that  there  are  a  number  of  women  veterans  who  have  never  heard  of  some  of  the  most  common  types  of  VA  benefits: 
disability,  pension,  and  burial.  The  benefits  veterans  were  least  likely  to  know  about  included  services  that  ai  c  likely  to  be  particularly  helpful  to  an  aging  veterans, 
such  as  long-temi  care  and  home  adaptation  services.  Strategies  for  increased  outreach  to  aging  women  veterans  are  suggested. 

Copies  of  the  report:  Raising  Awareness  About  Aging  Women  I  'eterans  in  Massachusells  are  now  available.  Price  is  $3.00  (includes  shipping  &  handling),  complete 
and  mail  order  form  below: 


~  ORDER  FORM 

Payment  accepted  by  check  or  credit  card.  If  paying 
by  check,  please  mail  to: 

Gerontology  Institute  Publications 
UMass  Boston 
lOOMomssey  Blvd 
Boston.  MA  02125-3393 


ffpaying  by  credit  card,  either  mail,  or  fax  order 
fonn  to  (6 1 7)  287-7080.  Web  Site  address  is: 
www.geront.umb.edu. 

Name: 

Address: 


Cit>'/State/Zip: 

Acct.#  (16  digits): 
Exp.  Date. 
Signature: 
Contact  phone: 
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LAW  &  LEGISLATIVE  UP-DATE 
AG  Secures  Restitution  ^^K^  ^ 


On  October,  20.  1999.  following  a 
court  orderobtained  by  the 
Attorney  General's  Public  Chari- 
ties Division,  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services,  Tom 
Keiley.  distributed  in  equal  amounts, 
checks  totaling  $55,000  to  seven  veteran 
shelters.  Commissioner  Keiley  received 
the  checks  from  the  Attorney  General's 
Office  as  partial  settlement  of  claims 
alleged  in  a  December  4,  1998,  deceptive 
solicitation  suit. 

The  shelters  were:  (1)  The  New  England 
Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans  in  Boston, 
(2)  The  United  Veterans  of  America,  at  the 
VAMC,  in  Leeds;  (3)  The  Southeastern 
Mass.  Veterans  Housing  Programs,  Inc.,  in 
New  Bedford:  (4)  The  Veterans  Hospice, 
in  Fitchburg;  (5)  Habitat  P.L.U.S.  Inc.,  in 
Lynn;  (6)  The  Central  Mass.  Shelter  for 
Homeless  Veterans,  in  Worcester  and;  (7) 
Hope  House,  also  located  in  Worcester. 

The  Attorney  General's  suit,  which  is  be- 
ing handled  by  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Laura  Maslow-Armand  alleges  that  the 
Worcester  fundraiser.  Bay  State  Assistance 
Program,  misled  donors  to  believe  that  their 
contributions  were  being  used  to  help  home- 
less veterans.  By  means  of  telephone  so- 
licitations and  the  sale  of  trash  bags  and  light 
bulbs,  the  fundraiser  received  donations 
which  in  aggregate,  exceeded  $6,000,000 
between  at  least  1996  until  1998.  Only  12% 
of  the  donations  were  distributed  to  the 
charity  clients,  88°  o,  was  retained  by  the  for- 
profit  fundraiser.  According  to  a  survey 
conducted  by  the  Office  of  the  Attorney 
General,  in  collaboration  with  the  Depart- 


ment of  Veterans'  Services,  no  shelter  in 
the  Commonwealth  received  one  cent  from 
either  of  the  charity  clients. 

Department  of  Veterans'  Services  General 
Counsel,  John  Corey,  is  participating  in  the 
ongoing  investigation  and  litigation  of  this 
lawsuit.  Joseph  Petillo,  the  Executive  Di- 
rector of  one  of  the  charity  defendants,  will 
perform  2500  hours  of  computer  training 
and  data  entry  assistance  over  a  period  of 
five  years  as  part  of  the  settlement.  The  shel- 
ters that  will  receive  the  assistance  are  the 
Lazarus  House,  in  Lawrence,  and  the  Sa- 
lem Mission  Crombie  Street  Shelter,  in  Sa- 
lem. 

The  restitution  and  community  service  were 
ordered  by  Suffolk  Superior  Court  Judge 
Nonnie  S.  Burnes  in  settlement  of  the  At- 
torney General's  claims  against  Joseph 
Petillo  and  his  charitable  organization.  Vet- 
erans for  the  Homeless. 

Commissioner  Keiley  is  asking  consumers 
to  be  aware  that  there  are  a  great  number  of 
so-called  veterans'  charities,  registered  with 
the  Attorney  General's  Office,  some  of 
which  do  not  appear  to  be  providing  tan- 
gible assistance  to  any  veteran.  Donors  are 
urged  to  call  their  local  veterans'  agent  to 
inquire  about  any  group  soliciting  contri- 
butions on  behalf  of  veterans.  The  Com- 
missioner encourages  donors  to  ask  specific 
questions  of  the  fundraiser,  such  as,  ( 1 .)  how 
much  or  what  percentage  of  their  donation 
is  being  kept  by  the  fundraiser;  (2.)  what  is 
the  name  and  address  of  those  veteran  or- 
ganizations that  will  benefit  from  the  dona- 
tion. ♦♦♦ 


First  Fori:ign  Wars—First 
Veterans  Organization 

By  Robert  D.  Hall,  Jr. 

The  year  1 898  saw  the  United  States  in 
volved  in  a  foreign  war  with  Spain. 
With  the  end  of  that  war  in  1899,  a 
group  of  veterans  founded  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars. .  this  year  celebrating  its  100*^ 
anniversary  as  one  of  our  Nation's  largest 
and  most  influential  veterans'  organizations. 
There  may  be  some  who  think  the  Spanish- 
American  War  was  the  first  foreign  war  in 
which  the  United  States  was  engaged  and 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  was  the  first 
veterans'  organization.  Not  true! 

One  hundred  years  earlier  in  1799  before 
our  war  against  Spain,  the  United  States 
went  to  war  against  North  Africa  while  a 
decade  or  more  before  that  veterans  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  had  founded  veterans' 
organization  -  but  membership  was  limited 
to  veteran  officers.  The  enlisted  men  had  to 
wait  until  the  end  of  the  Civil  war  when  a 
new  veterans  organization,  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  was  born  in  1866  and 
opened  to  every  United  States  soldier,  sailor, 
and  marine  regardless  of  rank.  (Officers  also 
established  their  own  exclusive  organization 
at  that  time  similar  to  the  Society  of  Cincin- 
nati: the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion). 

Prior  to  the  Spanish-American  War  our  mili- 
tary forces  earlier  fought  on  foreign  soil.  In 
May,  1801,  our  first  foreign  war  actually 
began  when  our  new  nation  began  the  Bar- 
bary  Wars  against  North  Africa  —  Tunis, 
Morocco,  Tripoli  (now  Libya)  and  Algiers 
—  and  our  Navy  and  Marines  fought  the 
War  with  the  Barbary  Pirates  or  the 
Tripolitan  War  as  it  is  sometimes  called. 
This  was  the  origin  of  the  words  in  the  Ma- 
rines Hymn,  "to  the  shores  of  Tripoli,"  while 
our  second  foreign  war:  the  Mexican  War 
in  1846  gave  birth  to  the  opening  words, 
"From  the  halls  of  Montezuma...."*  ♦  ♦ 


■  World  War  II 

We  shall  attack  ;uid  attack  until  \\c  are  exhausted,  and  them  we  shiill  attack  again.' 
  General  George  S.  Patton.  1942 


Honoring 
Those  Who 
Served 


The  nation's  militar>'  veterans,  police 
officers,  and  firefighters  were  honored 
August  16,  1999  by  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service  with  the  dedication  of  a  new  com- 
memorative postage  stamp.  The  33-cent 
"Honoring  Those  Who  Served"  stamp  was 
dedicated  at  a  conference  celebrating  the  100th 
anniversarv  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars. 
The  stamps  are  available  at  post  oflTices 
nationwide. 


"The  Honoring  Those  Who  Served"  stamp  pays 
tribute  to  the  patriotism  and  valor  of  the  thou- 
sands of  dedicated  U.S.  military  veterans  who 
have  serv  ed  their  countrv'  both  here  and  abroad," 
said  Einar  V.  Dyhrkopp,  Chairman,  U.S.  Postal 
Service  Board  of  Governors,  who  dedicated  the 
stamp.  "The  stamp  also  serves  as  a  lasting  trib- 
ute to  those  policemen,  firefighters,  and  other 
law  enforcement  officers  who  have  given  their 
lives  to  protect  the  welfare  of  all  Americans," 
Dyhrkopp  added. 

According  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 
there  are  more  than  2.3  million  U.S.  workers 
employed  in  protective  service  occupations. 


The  "Honoring  Those  Who  Served"  stamp  sa- 
lutes those  public  servants  and  all  veterans  who 
have  served  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces,  whether 
in  wartime  or  peacetime,  in  active  units,  the  re- 
serves, or  the  National  Guard.  The  stamp  recog- 
nizes the  vital  and  varied  roles  veterans  have 
played  to  ensure  peace,  to  stop  aggression,  and 
to  provide  logistical  support  during  crises.  Vet- 
erans account  for  more  than  25  million  Ameri- 
cans, or  almost  one  in  every  10  adults. 

The  designers,  Richard  Sheaff  of  Scottsdale, 
Ariz.,  and  Uldis  Purins  of  Newton,  Mass.,  de- 
veloped the  stamp's  symbolic  representation  of 
the  U.S.  Flag.  ♦♦♦ 
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State  Veterans'  Cemetery  Up-Date 


Bronze  Star  Medal  Award 


Construction  begins  on  the  State's  Veterans 
Memorial  Cemeieiy  in  Agawam. 


(Agawam) 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  is 
pleased  to  announce  that  construction  has  be- 
gun on  the  Massachusetts  Veterans'  Memo- 
rial Cemetery  in  Agawam.  Gagliarducci  Con- 
struction Company  of  Springfield  is  the  con- 
tractor who  has  been  awarded  the  contract  and 
will  be  responsible  for  the  cemetery  infi-astruc- 
ture  (roads,  burial  fields,  utilities,  etc.). 

Invitation  for  bids  for  the  administrative  build- 
ing, the  committal  chapel,  and  the  maintenance 
facility  are  currently  out  to  bid.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  construction  of  these  facilities  will 
begin  in  late  December  1999. 


The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  is 
hopeful  that  barring  any  unforeseen  delays 
the  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery  in 
Agawam  may  be  open  for  operation  by  late 
fall  of  2000. 

(Winchendon) 

The  site  for  the  second  State  Veterans'  Me- 
morial Cemetery  in  Winchendon  is  currently 
in  the  "Master"  planning  process,  along  with 
the  fomial  transferring  of  land  from  the  town 
of  Winchendon  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

It  is  anticipated  that  once  the  "Master  Plan" 
is  complete  and  accepted  by  federal  and  state 
agencies  a  contract  bid  for  engineering  and 
architectural  designs  will  be  advertised. 

The  opening  of  the  State  Veterans'  Memo- 
rial Cemetery  in  Winchendon  will  follow  the 
Agawam  opening  by  at  least  a  minimum  of 
one  year. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  comments,  need 
information,  or  would  like  to  obtain  a  Pre- 
Registration  form  please  call  Robert  McKean, 
Director  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemeter- 
ies at  (617)  727-3578  extension  108,  or  Ha- 
zel Pryce,  Program  Administrator  at  exten- 
sion 100.  ♦♦♦ 


Commissioner  Tom  Keiley  presents 
Adain  Smolski  his  Bronze  Star  Medal. 

At  a  ceremony  at  Burlington  Town  Hall, 
Adam  Smolski,  was  awarded  the  U.S. 
Army  Bronze  Star  Medal  54  years  after 
serving  in  World  War  II.  He  served  in  France  as 
a  member  of  the  328th  Infantry  Regiment,  26th 
Yankee  Division,  a  part  of  General  George 
Patton's  Third  Army. 

Thomas  G.  Keiley,  Commissioner  of  the  De- 
partment of  Veterans'  Services,  presented  the 
medal  to  Mr.  Smolski,  and  spoke  of  the  sacri- 
fices made  by  young  men  like  Smolski  who  went 
directly  from  high  school  into  the  Armed  Forces, 
Robert  Hogan,  Burlington  Veterans'  Agent, 
spoke  about  "the  men  and  women  who  served 
in  the  WWII  that  saved  the  world  from  tyranny 
both  in  Europe  and  in  the  Pacific  at  great  cost 
and  sacrifice  to  themselves." 

Mr.  Smolski's  wife  Constance,  a  daughter,  Bar- 
bara Vieira,  and  grandchildren  Adam  Smolski 
and  Lauren  Vieira  attended  the  event.  ♦♦♦ 


" —  WWI 

"The  nation  which  forgets  its 
defenders  will  itself  be  forgotten 
.   Calvin  Coolidge,  1920^ 


Spielberg  given  award 

Source:  AP 

Filmmaker  Steven  Spielberg  was  given 
a  public  service  award  by  the  Penta- 
gon for  his  movie  "Saving  Private 
Ryan." 

Defense  Secretary  William  Cohen 
presented  the  award  to  Spielberg  at  a 
Pentagon  ceremony.  Cohen  felt  the  film 
helped  increase  national  "understanding 
of  the  contribution  that  our  military  has 
made  to  our  nation's  security  and 
character,"  said  Pentagon  spokesman 
Kevin  Bacon. 

"It's  for  encouraging  a  national  dialogue 
about  World  War  II,"  Bacon  said.  "It 
opened  up,  I  think,  a  dialogue  about  what 
happened  in  the  Normandy  invasion  and 
in  World  War  II  generally.  ♦♦♦ 


Republic  of  Korea  War  Service  Medal  Available 


Source:  Navy  Times 

For  veterans  of  the  "forgotten  war,"  remem- 
brance has  been  a  long  time  coming.  The 
South  Korean  government  proposed  decorat- 
ing American  troops  who  fought  in  the  three-year 
war,  and  fort>'  eight  years  later  the  Defense  Depart- 
ment finally  is  saying  it's  OK  for  Korean  War  vet- 
erans to  receive  and  wear  the  Korean  War  medals 
offered  by  the  South  Korean  government  in  1 95 1 . 

The  South  Korean  government  wrote  to  Lt.  Gen- 
eral Matthew  Ridgevvay,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
United  Nations  forces  fighting  in  Korea,  that  the 
president  of  Korea  wanted  "to  express  the  heartfelt 
appreciation  of  the  Korean  people,"  by  awarding 
medals  to  the  troops.  More  than  one  million  sol- 
diers, sailors,  airmen,  and  marines  were  eligible  for 
the  medal.  At  that  time  U.S.  regulations  prohibited 
troops  from  accepting  foreign  medals  and  other  gra- 
tuities without  permission  from  Congress.  Troops 
from  other  countries  were  not  bound  by  the  same 
restrictions,  therefore,  French,  Belgium,  Greek, 
Thai,  Dutch,  Norwegian,  Swedish,  South  African 
and  others  were  received  and  wore  the  decoration 
know  as  the  Republic  of  Korea  War  Service  Medal. 

In  1954,  Congress  passed  legislation  permitting 
Korean  War  veterans  to  receive  and  wear  foreign 
medals  awarded  for  service  in  Korea,  and  the  U.S. 


government  began  distributing  the  medals  that 
they  were  holding,  but  not  the  Republic  of  Ko- 
rea War  Service  Medal. 

In  1995  when  the  Korean  War  Memorial  was 
dedicated  in  Washington,  DC,  many  Korean  War 
veterans  emerged  in  uniform.  At  the  ceremony 
American  veterans  noted  an  unfamiliar  medal  on 
the  uniforms  of  veterans  from  other  countries, 
the  Republic  of  Korea  War  Service  Medal.  They 
soon  learned  that  the  United  States  had  been  of- 
fered the  award  and  had  turned  it  down.  Ameri- 
can veterans  wanted  to  know  why? 

An  American  by  the  name  of  Les  LeCompte,  an 
Army  military  policeman  who  spent  the  winter 
1951  and  1952  in  Korea,  began  searching 
through  records  at  the  National  Archives,  De- 
fense Department  records,  and  the  State  Depart- 
ment files.  Tucked  away  in  the  old  files  was  a 
letter  that  outlined  the  1951  proposal  for  the 
awarding  of  the  Korean  War  medal.  Korean  vet- 
erans armed  with  the  information  went  to  Con- 
gress and  President  Clinton  to  officially  recog- 
nize the  Republic  of  Korean  War  Service  Medal. 
It  took  several  years,  but  on  August  20,  1 999  the 
Defense  Department  finally  approved  the  medal. 

Officals  said  that  it  might  take  a  few  months  to 
work  out  the  details.  ♦♦♦ 
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Operation  Recognirion 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Veterans"  Serx  ices  is  pleased  to  report 
tlie  following  dates  of  scheduled 
"Operation  Recognition"  ceremonies,  a 
WWII  Veterans  high  school  diploma 
program.  This  program  has  been  accepted 
statewide  and  nationwide,  as  well. 

The  following  are  the  cities  towns  that  have 
scheduled  "Operation  Recognition"  gradua- 
tions at  this  time; 


Tom  Whalen  Receives 
Purple  Heart 


Lawrence 
Gloucester 

Gardner  (2"''  Graduation) 

Brockton 

Chelmsford 

Boston 

Palmer 

Quincy'N.Ouincy 

Methuen 

Springfield 

Way  land 

Fitchburg 

Ayer 

Marlboro 

Saugus 

Pentucket  Regional 

Leominster 

Worcester 

Newton 

Maiden 

Northampton 


October  15* 
October  16* 
October  20* 
October  28* 
November  3"^ 
November  7* 
November  8* 
November  8*& 
November  9* 
November  9* 
November  9* 
November  9* 
November  10* 
November  10* 
November  10* 
November  10* 
November  10* 
November  1 1  * 
November  14* 
November  22"'' 
December  7* 
January  1 1* 


There  are  several  other  cities/towns  in  the  Com- 
monwealth that  are  in  the  process  of  scheduling 
their  graduations.  Graduations  are  also  sched- 
uled in  Waterloo.  Iowa  and  in  the  state  of  Ne- 
braska. Many  other  states  are  currently  work- 
ing on  this  program. 

DVS  sincerely  thanks  all  the  individuals  who 
have  contributed  to  what  started  out  as  a  vision 
and  a  promise  to  honor  and  thank  former  WWII 
veterans  who  left  high  school  before  gradua- 
tion to  figlit  for  our  fi^eedom.  Tliis  movement 
has  touched  man\  lives  and  has  become  a  suc- 
cess in  Massachusetts  and  across  the  country. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  further 
information  on  "Operation  Recognition", 
please  call  Robert  McKean.  Director  of 
State  Veterans"  Memorial  Cemeteries  at 
(617)  727-3578  extension  108.  or  Hazel 
Pryce.  Program  Administrator  at  extension 
100. 


Congressman  John  Joseph  Moakie\  admires  Tom 
Whalen's  neu  1\  acquired  Purple  Heart. 

Fifty  six  years  ago  Tom  Whalen  was 
an  eighteen  year  old  kid  w  ho  joined 
the  Marine  Corps.  He  was  shipped 
to  Japan  where  he  was  assigned  to  the 
2nd  Marine  Division  and  drove  an 
amphibious  tank.  He  received  shrapnel 
wounds  at  Tarawa  which  was  "...the 
bloodiest  engagements  in  Marine  Corps 
history,"  as  stated  by  Major  Tim  Hoehn. 
USMC,  who  decorated  Tom  Whalen  with 
his  long  awaited  medal. 

The  quiet  ceremony  in  the  office  of 
Congressman  John  Joseph  Moakley  was 
attended  by  family,  friends.  Commission- 
er Tom  Kelley,  a  Congressional  Medal  of 
Honor  recipient,  and  an  honor  guard  from 
the  25th  Marine  Regiment 

Tom's  award  didn't  come  easy.  During 
the  late  1950"s  he  started  inquiring  about 
his  war  wounds  and  was  told  on  more 
than  one  occasion  that  the  Marine  Corps 
had  no  record  of  them,  but  his  persistence 
paid  off 

Mr.  Whalen  is  a  retired  Boston  Firefighter 
and  a  Castle  Island  regular.  ♦♦♦ 


Vietnam 

"Let  every  nation  know, 
whether  it  wishes  us  well  or 
ill.  that  we  shall  pa\  an\' 
price,  bear  an\  burden,  meet 
any  hardship,  support  any 
friend,  opppose  an_\  foe.  to 
assure  the  survival  and 
success  of  liberty."" 

JFK.  1961 


^^^^^^-^^^^  FROM  THE 
VyJy^^^^TRAINING 
^^^^-^i-^"  ■  TENT 


r  I  The  training  tent  has  been  very  busy 
since  the  first  training  session  in  No- 


1  " 

JL  vt 


vember  1998  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in 
Worcester.  Four  additional  regional  ses- 
sions were  held  in  March.  April.  May  and 
July,  to  provide  certification  to  part-time 
veterans"  agents  and  for  those  who  were  un- 
able to  attend  in  November.  These  sessions 
were  well  attended,  and  94%  of  the  cities 
and  towns  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  now  have  certified  veter- 
ans' agents  serving  veterans  and  their  fami- 
lies. 

There  were  also  four  training  sessions  re- 
lated to  the  needs  of  the  Outreach  Centers 
and  Housing  Providers  that  were  well  re- 
ceived. 

The  tent  has  also  developed,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  fellow  staffers  Millie  Vargas  and 
Geri  Peterson,  a  tr?ining  brochure  that  will 
be  used  to  promote  and  advertise  the  Train- 
ing Division's  accomplishments  and  goals. 

The  Department  of  Veterans"  Services  is 
once  again  sponsoring  a  three-day  training 
session  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in  Worcester  on 
November  16th.  17th  and  18th.  This  ses- 
sion will  include  certification  for  those 
agents  not  yet  certified,  and  for  those  new 
agents  coming  on  board.  It  will  consist  of 
longer  and  in  more  depth  presentations 
from  the  Division  of  Employment  and 
Training,  Social  Security,  DVS  Operations. 
Veterans  Administration.  Division  of 
Health  Care,  Finance  and  Policy  (Rate  Set- 
ting Commission),  plus  presentations  from 
veterans"  agents  and  various  DVS  staff 
members. 

Attendance  should  be  high  and  we  look  for- 
ward to  another  positive  session!  The 
Training  Division  would  like  to  extend  a 
"thank  you"  to  all  who  have  assisted  in  this 
annual  event. 

If  you  would  like  to  attend  a  session,  give 
suggestions  for  future  sessions,  or  have  any 
questions  or  comments,  please  contact 
David  Dube"  at  (617)  727-3578  extension 
213  or  by  e-mail  Ddube@vet.state.ma.us. 
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The  U.S.S.  Constitution  Change  of  Command 

Nival  ceremonies  antedate  the  Christian  Era.  Common  dangers  and  shared  victories  tend  to 
create  brotherhood,  and  in  none  is  it  closer  than  that  of  the  naval  profession  where  men  and 
women  are  bound  by  common  traditions,  shared  practices  and  ancient  customs.  The  Navy,  an 
organi/alion  ofcxplicil  discipline,  lends  itsclfto  the  perpetuation  of  the  more  venerated  customs,  heroic 
traditions  and  dignified  ceremonies.  Ihe  ceremonies  and  traditions  of  today's  Navy  draw  their  origins 
from  ancient  customs  and  laws  of  the  sea  begun  in  historic  times  by  seafaring  men  and  gradually 
merged  into  the  British  Naval  Regulations  in  effect  at  the  time  of  the  American  Revolution.  The  effect 
these  old  customs  have  had  in  the  formulation  of  naval  regulations  is  a  marked  example  of  the  influence 
of  tested  usage. 

The  Change  of  Command  ceremony  prescribed  specifically  by  U.S.  Navy  Regulations,  but  rather  is  an 
honored  product  of  the  rich  heritage  of  naval  tradition.  It  is  a  custom  wholly  naval,  without  an  equiva- 
lent counterpart  in  the  Army  or  Air  Force.  Custom  has  established  that  this  ceremony  be  formal  and 
impressive  -  designed  to  strengthen  that  respect  for  authority  which  is  vital  to  any  military  organization. 
Parading  all  hands  at  quarters  and  publicly  reading  official  orders  stem  from  those  days  when  the 
movement  of  mail  and  persons  was  a  very  slow  process.  This  procedure  was  designated  to  ensure  only 
authorized  officers  held  command  and  that  all  aboard  were  aware  of  its  authenticity. 

The  heart  of  the  ceremony  is  the  formal  reading  of  official  orders  by  the  relieving  officer.  I  relieve  you. 
Sir!"  The  officer  being  relieved  responds,  "1  stand  relieved!"  This  simple  procedure  is  duplicated  hun- 
dreds of  times  daily  throughout  the  navies  of  the  world  as  each  watch  officer  passes  responsibility  to  his 
or  her  relief  in  the  conduct  of  each  ship's  routine. 

The  strength  of  toda>  "s  Nav_\  stems  in  large  measure  from  the  observance  of  customs  and  traditions, 
each  founded  on  need,  each  contributing  its  share  to  stability,  combat  effectiveness,  and  smooth  transfer 
of  authority.  This  simple  ceremony  passing  authority  and  responsibility  to  another  officer,  reflects  the 
dedication  of  free  men  and  women  serving  their  nation  proudly. 

And  so  it  was  on  July  30.  1999,  William  Feeny  Foster,  Jr.  became  the  Constitution's  66th  commander 
by  relieving  Christopher  Melhuish. 

Commander  Foster  w  as  bom  on  July  28.  1 958  in  Monterey.  CA.  He  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
Degree  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  in  1980  where  he  earned  his  commission 
through  the  regular  NROTC  program.  His  first  assignment  was  aboard  USS  MULLINIX  (DD  944)  as 
ASW  Officer.  In  February  1983  he  reported  aboard  USS  PORTLAND  (LSD  37)  as  Electrical  Officer. 
After  graduating  from  Surface  Warfare  Officers  School  Department  Head  course  in  September  1984, 
Commander  Foster  reported  as  commissioning  Combat  Systems  Officer  in  USS  CARR  (FFG  52). 

After  completing  his  Department  Head  tour  in  April,  he  served  in  three  successive  shore  assignments  in 
Washington,  DC.  as:  Flag  Lieutenant  for  Commander  Military  Sealift  Command:  Junior  Officer  Detailer 
(PERS  412).  Bureau  of  Naval  Personnel;  and  Aide  to  the  President  of  National  Defense  University.  In 
Februan  1 992  he  reported  as  Executive  Officer  in  USS  THOMAS  S.  GATES  (CG  5 1 ).  Following  that 
tour,  he  attended  the  College  of  Naval  Command  and  Staff  of  the  Naval  War  College  where  he  earned 
a  Masters  of  Arts  Degree  in  National  Strategic  and  Security  Studies  and,  subsequently,  the  Armed 
Forces  Staff  College.  From  Juh  1994  to  July  1997  Commander  Foster  was  assigned  to  Headquarters, 
United  States  European  Command  in  Stuttgart,  Germany  in  the  Command,  Control,  and  Communica- 
tions Directorate  (ECJ6).  During  that  tour,  he  was  assigned  for  seven  months  as  Director  of  Communi- 
cations (M)  of  Joint  Task  Force  PROVIDE  PROMISE. 

Commander  Foster's  last  assignment  was  Executive  Officer  in  USS  MOUNT  WHITNEY  (LCC/JCC 
20),  the  flagship  for  Commander,  Second  Fleet  for  most  of  his  tour,  and  presently  deployed  to  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  as  flagship  for  Commander,  Sixth  Fleet. 

Commander  Foster  is  a  Joint  Specialty  Officer  and  a  proven  sub-specialist  in  Information  Systems 
Management.  Among  his  awards  and  decorations,  he  is  authorized  to  wear  the  Defense  Meritorious 
Service  Medal  (three  awards),  the  Meritorious  Service  Medal  (two  awards),  the  Navy  Commendation 
Medal,  and  the  Navy  Achievement  Medal  (three  awards).  Commander  Foster  is  married  to  the  former 
Colleen  Clancy  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  They  have  a  son,  William.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


WWII  Veteran  Receives 
Bronze  Star  Medal 

It  was  Thanksgiving  Day,  1944  that 
Arthur  Russell  found  himself  wounded 
in  southern  France  on  a  bitter  cold  day 
during  World  War  II.  Private  Russell,  de- 
spite his  wounds  and  enemy  fire,  brought 
two  of  his  wounded  buddies  to  a  main  road 
to  be  evacuated  by  a  passing  jeep. 

Arthur  Russell  received  the  Purple  Heart  for 
the  wounds  that  he  received  and  an  honor- 
able medical  discharge  from  the  Army,  but 
he  didn't  receive  another  medal  that  he  was 
due  for  bravery. 

While  his  wife  Jeanne,  family  and  friends 
gathered  for  the  ceremony  at  his  Waltham 
home,  Russell  was  finally  given  that  2nd 
medal  for  his  heroism  on  that  day,  Novem- 
ber 1944.  Commissioner  Thomas  Kelley 
of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Veter- 
ans' Services  noted  "it  is  one  of  the  highest 
awards  for  valor,"  as  he  pinned  the  Bronze 
Star  Medal  on  the  sweater  of  a  very  excited 
Arthur  Russell.  ♦♦♦ 


Attention:  Korean  Veterans 


The  50th  anniversary  of  the  Korean  War  will 
be  gin  on  June  25,  2000,  and  continue 
through  July  27,  2003.  In  preparation  for 
the  commemorative  ceremonies  that  will  be  held 
here  in  the  United  States  and  abroad,  Korean 
War  veterans  are  being  encouraged  to  register 
with  the  U.S.-Korean  2000  Foundation.  Spe- 
cifically,  the  Foundation  is  looking  for  anyone 
who  served  in  the  Armed  Forces,  including  Coast 
Guard  and  Merchant  Marines,  for  at  least  one 
day  during  the  period  June  25,  1 950  to  July  27, 
1953.  Actual  service  in  the  Korean  theater  of 
operations  is  not  a  requirement.  Family  mem- 
bers of  deceased  Korean  War  veterans  are  also 
encouraged  to  participate. 

Additional  information  concerning  the  Founda- 
tion, as  well  as  printed  copy  of  the  registration 
form  may  reached  from  the  web  site.  Also,  indi- 
viduals may  request  information  and  registration 
packet  by  contacting  the  Foundation  as  indicated 
below.  Please  include  your  name  and  complete 
mailing  address  and  send  to: 

U.S.-Korean  2000  Foundation,  Inc. 
4600  Duke  Street,  Suite  416 
Alexandria,  VA  22304-2517 
Phone:  (703)212-8128 
Fax:  (703)684-0193 
E-mail:  Info(^USKorea2000.org 
Web  Site:  http://www.uskorea2000.org 
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Vietnam  Veterans'  Art  Exhibit 
Opens 

The  Artists  for  Humanities  (APH)  in  collabora- 
tion with  The  United  States  Federal  Courthouse 
"Courts  and  Communit\""  Program  will  host 
an  exhibit  of  veterans"  art  on  loan  from  The  National 
Vietnam  Veterans  Art  Museum  from  Monday.  No- 
vember 1.  1999  through  Friday.  December  31.  1999. 
The  art  will  be  shown  in  exhibition  space  at:  The 
United  States  Counhouse.  One  Courthouse  \Va\  . 
Boston  and  at  the  Arts  for  Humanities  on  288-300 
"A"  Street.  Boston.  The  public  is  invited  to  see  the 
exhibit  Mondav  through  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 
at  the  Courthouse  and  10:00  a.m.  to  5:00p.m.  at  the 
Arts  For  Humanities. 

The  National  Vietnam  Veterans  Art  Museum  in  Chi- 
cago houses  the  only  fine  arts  collection  created  b\ 
Vietnam  veterans  The  pieces  selected  for  this  show 
chronicle  the  indi\  idual  experiences  of  the  artists  dur- 
ing and  about  that  confiict.  The  art  comes  from  the 
United  States.  Australia.  Cambodia,  and  Thailand  as 
well  as  North  and  South  Vietnam.  This  art  is  the  only 
collection  in  the  world  on  the  subject  from  a  personal 
perspective.  Those  who  have  seen  it  have  described 
it  as  spiritual,  religious,  and  inspiring.  All  are  en- 
couraged to  experience  the  gift  of  the  \  eterans'  art 
during  its  tow-month  tour  in  Boston. 

For  more  information,  please  contact:  Artists  for  Hu- 
manities. Susan  Rodgerson.  Executive  Director  at 
(617)  737-2455  or  Boston  Courthouse  Management, 
Carolyn  Jepsen.  Director  of  Court  and  Community 
Programs  at  (617)  261-2440.  ♦♦♦ 


Robert  Gramazio  is  an  artist  who  resides  in 
the  Town  of  Rockland.  His  Dad.  Americo. 
and  his  four  brothers  Romeo,  Raymond, 
Joseph,  and  Daniel  are  veterans  of  World 
War  II.  Robert  wanted  to  do  something  spe- 
cial in  their  honor.  Being  an  artist,  it  was 
natural  that  he  decided  to  create  an  artistic 
expression  of  his  love  for  his  father  and  his 
uncles.  The  picture  above  say  s  it  all. 

V  n:  > 


KOREA 

"In  war  there  is  not  substitute  for 
victory." 
General  Douglas  MacArthur.  1951 


Unknown  Soldier 

b\  Ellie  Roan 

(A  student  at  Stoughton  High  School  ) 

1  didn't  cry  when  v  ou  bravelv  marched 
away, 
never  looking  back. 
1  didn't  hear  the  screams  blending  with  an 
eerie 

darkness  of  a  strange  land. 
in\  oking  pangs  of  homesickness 
V  ou  thought  >  ou'd  never  feel. 
I  didn't  see  the  secret  tear  that  fell  on  a  friend 
dv  ing  in  \  our  arms 
\s  ithout  a  proper  good-bye, 
or  experience  the  terror  that 

pursued  v  ou  as  \  ou  ran 
from  unsv  mpathetic  bullets. 
I  didn't  watch  you  collapse  into  crimson, 
leaving  this  crazv .  conflicted  wodd 
before  ha\  ing  a  chance  to  live, 
or  notice  \  our  absence  in  the  returning 
troops. 

celebrating  while  v  ou  la>  alone  on  foreign 
soil. 

lost  and  forgotten. 
I  didn't  hear  them  sa\  that 
no  ceremonv .  speech,  or  monument 
could  ever  make  up  for 
v  our  life  that  is  gone. 
Instead,  they  call  \  ou  the  Unknown  Soldier, 
a  hero  who  died  u  ith  honor 
in  """the  fight  for  freedom." 
a  casualty  on  behalf  of  America, 
forgotten. 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication,  but  reserves  editorial  privileges. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusens 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02 1 1 4 
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Ex-Bruins  Goalie  Receives  Purple  Heart  Medal  56  Years  Later 


Early  in  1941,  Joe  O'Connell  looked 
at  his  brief  2  year  career  as  a  prac- 
tice goaltender  with  the  Boston  Bru- 
ins Hockey  Club,  who  were  in  the  midst 
of  winning  their  3"*  Stanley  Cup,  and  ex- 
pected in  the  very  near  future  to  be  join- 
ing the  "farm  team"  in  Hershey,  PA.  Joe 
hoped  he  would  ultimately  be  drafted  as  a 
player  for  the  regular  Bruins  team.  While 
Joe  anxiously  waited  to  be  drafted  by  the 
Bruins,  a  draft  notice  did  arrive,  but  it  said 
"greetings  and  salutations",  sending  him 
down  an  entirely  different  path  with  a 
much  bigger  team,  the  United  States 
Army. 

The  words  that  follow  are  excerpts  taken 
from  historical  accounts,  printed  articles 
about  the  subject,  and  Joe 's  personal  ac- 
count of  the  actions  that  ensued  during 
the  winter  of  1943  in  Tunisia. 
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8    Meet  the  Staff 


Milt  Schmidt  congratulates  Joe  O'Connell  on 
the  presentation  of  his  Purple  Heart  Medal. 

Technician  Fourth  Grade  Joseph  T. 
O'Connell,  U.S.  Army,  Regimental  Head- 
quarters Supply  Sergeant,  was  part  of  the 
17'*'  Field  Artillery  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps  when  his  unit  was  sent  from  the 
States  to  join  the  war  in  Europe.  Serving 
under  Captain  Donald  Stewart,  the  newly 
appointed  Commander,  the  unit  was  or- 
dered from  Morocco  to  Tunisia.  By  re- 
quest, Joe  was  placed  on  special  assign- 
ment to  help  Captain  Stewart  with  replace- 
ment parts  for  the  four  155-mm  1918 
Schneider  howitzers.  By  Febrtiary  12"'  the 
2"^  Battalion  was  in  position  on  Faid  Pass. 
On  Valentine's  Day  1943,  America's  first 
major  battle  against  the  Germans  began, 
only  to  end  eight  days  later  in  reversal  and 
high  losses.  The  Battalion  had  lost  50  per- 
cent of  its  soldiers  and  officers,  all  or  its 
guns,  and  most  of  its  equipment.  The  2"^ 
Battalion  had  been  improperly  deployed 
in  the  Faid  Pass  and  simply  abandoned. 
Captain  Stewart  was  captured  and  re- 
mained a  POW  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 
Joe  managed  to  avoid  being  captured  by 
the  Germans  and  rejoined  his  regiment 
when  they  arrived  in  Thala. 

On  March  17, 1943  the  First  Infantry  Di- 
vision, along  with  Regimental  Headquar- 
ters and  1-1/  FA,  seized  Gafsa.  Joe  had 
seen  666  straight  days  of  combat.  He  had 
not  been  with  his  outfit  when  it  had  been 
blindsided  and  "decimated"  days  earlier, 
by  Rommel's  Afrika  Korps  at  Kasserine 


Pass.  However,  during  the  17"'  FA's  ad- 
vance toward  El  Guettar,  Joe  was  in  a  con- 
voy of  trucks  bringing  ammunition  up  to 
the  guns  at  El  Guettar,  when  the  convoy 
was  strafed  by  German  Stuka  dive-bomb- 
ers. Joe's  truck  was  hit  by  a  bomb  and 
blown  off  the  road.  His  knees  were  badly 
injured  in  the  attack,  thus  ending  any 
hopes  of  returning  to  the  Bruins  after  the 
war.  He  didn't  report  the  incident  as  he 
felt  he  couldn't  abandon  his  unit.  "We  had 
800  men  killed  at  Kasserine  Pass  and  I 
was  needed",  he  recalled.  "The  outfit 
couldn't  afford  to  lose  any  more."  Joe 
fought  on  until  his  collapse  months  later. 

A  year  later,  in  the  mountains  near 
Cassino,  Italy,  the  17*  FA  joined  forces 
with  several  battalions  of  artillery  and  led 
them  in  combat.  At  that  time.  Technician 
4"'  Grade  O'Connell  was  acting  Sergeant 
Major  of  supply  for  the  17"*  FA,  even 
though  he  was  unable  to  walk  because  his 
knees  had  deteriorated  badly.  Joe's  com- 
bat duties  ended  when  Major  Melvin 
Oberstein  insisted  that  Joe  be  hospitalized. 
He  spent  several  months  in  hospitals  back 
in  the  States,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  November  1944. 

On  November  29, 1999  at  1 1 :00AM,  Tho- 
mas G.  Kelley,  Commissioner  of  Veter- 
ans' Services,  presented  Joe  his  long  over- 
due Purple  Heart  Medal  for  wounds  re- 
ceived in  Gafsa,  Tunisia  in  March  1943. 
Joe  was  decorated  in  the  presence  of  his 
wife  Rita,  and  their  children,  Richard  and 
Joan,  as  well  as  some  of  Joe's  closest 
friends,  Libbie  Payne,  from  the  Boston 
Globe;  and  Jack  Callahan,  a  former  FBI 
agent. 

Joe's  son,  Richard,  was  especially  pleased 
to  see  the  day  arrive  as  he  nad  personally, 
put  months  of  effort  into  obtaining  tne 
medal  for  his  father.  As  he  had  said  in 
one  letter,  seeking  the  assistance  of  the 
Veterans'  Services,  "No  matter  what  the 
the  outcome.  Dad  is  still  my  biggest  hero." 

To  cap  off  the  auspicious  occasion, 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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COMMISSIONER'S  PAGE 


^FROM  THE  MAIL  BAG  ^ 

I       MAN  OF  THE  CENTURY:  i 
The  American  GI  ??? 

Ttere  is  a  poll  being  taken  on  the  Internet  to  | 
determine  what  person  has  had  the  greatest  i 
effect  on  the  world  during  1900s.  The  last . 
'  time  1  checked,  Elvis  Presley  was  first  and  Adolf ' 
I  Hitler  was  somewhere  around  third.  Nowhere  in  I 
I  the  lop  100  is  the  American  GI.  | 

I  Here  is  a  prime  example  of  how  soon  a  country  i 
'  forgets  its  history.  Where  would  our  video  games,  ' 
I  rock  music  concerts.  Burger  Kings,  and  freedom  be  I 
I  without  the  sacrifices  made  by  hundreds  of  thou- 1 
I  sands  of  young  Americans  during  the  past  1 00  years?  I 

'  All  of  them  whether  cooks,  drivers,  supply  clerks, 
I  or  front-line  combat  troops,  pilots,  submariners,  or  I 
I  any  number  of  other  sub-specialties,  have  given  | 
I  some  part  of  their  Uves,  if  not  their  lives,  to  help  I 
I  preserve  the  freedom  that  we  enjoy  today.  None  of 
our  lives  would  be  the  same  if  these  people  had  not 
I  answered  the  call. 

I  It  is  pathetic  that  these  soldiers  and  sailors  are  treated 
I  like  a  piece  of  throwaway  equipment  When  needed, 
the  troops  are  number  one,  but  during  the  period 
I  between  conflicts,  commonly  referred  to  as  peace- 
I  time,  they  are  treated  worse  than  stray  dogs. 

I  When  was  the  last  time  you  saw  a  can  labeled  "Help 
a  Veteran"  on  the  counter  at  your  local  mom  and 
I  pop  store? 

I  Face  it,  we  have  forgotten  our  history.  It  is  not  ef- 
I  fectively  taught  in  the  schools  anymore.  People 
don't  want  to  remember  why  we  fought  World  War 
1 1,  World  War  II,  Korea,  Vietnam,  Grenada,  and 
I  Lebanon. 

I  Burger  King  and  McDonalds  will  always  be  there 
I  for  you.  The  rock  stations  will  be  playing  their  mind- 
'  less  music  right  up  until  the  moment  you  are  placed 
I  in  shackles.  Then  nobody  will  remember  how  they 
I  got  there.  We  are  destined  to  rebve  our  history  be- 
I  cause  so  many  have  forgotten  it 

'  And  now  do  you  still  believe  that  Elvis  Presley  had 
I  more  influence  on  America  than  the  GI? 

I  Steven  L.  Waterman 

>^outh  Thomaston,  Maine  y 


My  Fellow 


Veterans, 

Over  the  past 
couple  of  years, 
we've  all  heard 
cries  of  alarm 
about  the  VA 
health  care  pro- 
gram, as  the 
VA  tries  to 
bring  their  sys- 


tem into  the 
twenty-first  century.  To  be  sure,  the  face  of 
the  VA  programs  are  changing. ..so  what  else 
is  new?  All  across  America,  changes  have 
been  made  to  health  care  over  the  past  twenty 
years  that  have  aroused  the  same  outcries  of 
protest  and  prophecies  of  doom  that  we  in 
New  England  have  heard  about  the  VA.  I'd 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  give  my  views 
of  the  subject  as  it  pertains  to  health  care  here 
in  Massachusetts,  and  these  thoughts  come 
from  one  who  is  both  a  customer  of  the  VA 
and  the  chief  advocate  for  the 
Commonwealth's  community  of  veterans. 
The  first  point  is  that  the  VA  health  care  sys- 
tem, unlike  some  of  the  HMO's  we  read  and 
hear  about,  is  NOT  going  out  of  business, 
leaving  eligible  veterans  high  and  dry  with- 
out medical  care  and  coverage.  What  the  sys- 
tem is  attempting  to  do  is  INCREASE  ser- 
vice to  veterans,  while  at  the  same  time  achiev- 
ing operational  efficiencies,  required  by  con- 
gressionally-mandated  funding  levels  that 
simply  do  not  permit  "business  as  usual."  The 
leadership  of  the  VA  health  system  here  in 
New  England  is  committed  to  improve  ac- 
cess, quality,  patient  satisfaction,  and  wellness. 
This  focus  means  a  shifting  of  their  resources 
from  hospital-based  (in-patient)  care  to  one 
of  patient-centered  community-based  facili- 
ties. With  the  emphasis  on  seeing  and  treat- 
ing MORE  patients,  it  follows  that  the  tradi- 
tional long  term  care  pattern  of  the  past  will 
have  to  be  altered.  There  are  simply  not 
enough  resources  available  to  provide  all 
things  to  all  people,  and  the  VA  has  made  the 
tough  decision  to  focus  on  the  patient-cen- 
tered approach.  The  good  news  is  that  there 
are  now  35  community-based  clinics  across 
New  England,  with  another  10  scheduled  for 
opening  in  the  near  term.  Another  positive 
fallout  from  the  streamlining  of  VA  facilities 
is  the  good  possibility  that  space  will  be  freed 
up  which  could  be  used  for  other  programs 
helping  veterans  such  as  the  transitional  hous- 
ing for  veterans  being  considered  at  the 
Bedford  VA.  Another  sign  of  the  VA  listen- 
ing to  customer  (our)  needs  is  the  circulating 
medical  van  being  initiated  by  Leslie  Lightfoot 
in  Leominster  in  cooperation  with  VA 
Bedford.  Not  everyone  will  be  happy,  as  is 
the  case  with  all  change.  But  the  refreshing 
aspect  of  this  change  is  that  the  VA  is  includ- 
ing all  segments  of  the  veterans'  community 
in  trying  to  figure  out  how  best  to  provide 
improved  access  and  quality  care.  At  every 
step,  the  VA  here  in  New  England  is  involv- 
ing veterans'  service  organizations  and  state 
veterans'  service  departments,  so  that  con- 
cerns may  be  aired  and  resolutions  made.  I 
participate  in  meetings  with  local  VA  officials 


and  am  ready  to  represent  the  interests  of  Mas- 
sachusetts veterans  to  see  that  the  right  thing 
is  done.  Let  me  know  your  concerns  as  we 
assist  the  VA  in  moving  forward. ... 

Over  the  past  few  days,  I  have  attended  two 
Vietnamese  New  Year  (TET)  celebrations  in 
Boston  and  Springfield.  For  most  of  us  Viet- 
nam veterans,  TET  conjures  up  periods  of 
cease-fire  or  standdown,  hoping  that  our  ad- 
versaries adhered  to  the  respite  in  the  fighting 
as  we  did.  Of  course,  TET  1968  is  one  time 
that  the  unexpected  happened,  and  the  result- 
ant fighting  was  among  the  toughest  of  the 
long  war.  But  now  32  years  later,  we  have  in 
our  midst  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  vet- 
erans who  wore  the  uniform  of  the  Republic 
of  Vietnam  and  served  alongside  us  in  the  fight 
against  the  common  foe.  Now  they  are 
here. ..in  our  neighborhoods  and  in  our  com- 
munities, and  they  are  bearing  the  same  scars 
and  facing  the  same  types  of 
problems. ..physical  as  well  as  emotional. ..as 
so  many  of  the  American  veterans  of  the  Viet- 
nam War.  They  don't  have  a  VA  to  provide 
health  care  and  other  benefits.  They  are  not 
eligible  for  the  generous  package  of  benefits 
that  Massachusetts  offers  to  its  veterans.  But 
one  form  of  support  that  we  can  offer  them  is 
our  friendship,  our  welcome  to  them  as  fel- 
low Americans,  and  a  sense  of  the  very  spe- 
cial and  unique  camaraderie  shared  by  broth- 
ers in  arms.  I  would  suggest  that  in  areas  where 
there  are  veterans'  councils,  consideration 
should  be  given  to  invite  these  veterans  and 
perhaps  veterans  of  other  nations,  who  have 
found  freedom  amongst  us,  to  participate  in 
local  events. 

Nearly  47  years  after  the  Korean  War  armi- 
stice was  signed,  the  government  of  North 
Korea  is  finally  allowing  a  slight  opening  to 
the  door  of  that  grim  nation  by  offering  to 
cooperate  in  the  location  and  repatriation  of 
remains  of  Americans  missing  in  action  from 
the  war.  There  are  over  eight  thousand  Ameri- 
cans still  unaccounted  for  in  Korea,  includ- 
ing over  one  hundred  from  Massachusetts. 
The  Department  of  the  Army  has  furnished 
this  department  with  the  names  and  home- 
towns of  the  missing  and,  through  our  veter- 
ans' agents,  we  are  trying  to  locate  family 
members  who  can  aid  in  identification  of  re- 
mains by  providing  DNA  samples.  If  you  are 
aware  of  any  family  members  of  a  Korean 
War  MIA,  please  contact  your  local  veterans' 
agent.  ♦♦♦ 

DVS  Web  Site  On-line 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  has 
announced  that  its  web  site  is  now  avail- 
able on  the  Internet  at:  www.state.ma.us/ 
veterans/. 

DVS  is  very  excited  to  have  this  important 
project  finally  completed  and  on-line.  There 
are  still  changes  to  be  made  and  the  site  will 
continue  to  updated  as  needed.  If  you  would 
like  to  e-mail  us  regarding  the  web  site,  a  new 
e-mail  address  has  been  set  up  for  us  at: 
mdvs@vet.state.ma.us.  We  welcome  your 
comments.  (Continued  on  Page  3) 


SEARCHING  FOR: 

A reunion  is  planned  for  the  members  of  the 
United  States  Navy  Air  Group  27  who 
served  during  World  War  II.  One  member 
has  not  been  located  Victor  Levesque,  Fall  River, 
MA.  If  anyone  has  informatioa  please  contact  Leo 
Ghastin,  1543  Holbrook  Drive,  Holt,  Michigan 
48842.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
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done  in  1994-1995  and  surveyed  over  3,000 
women  nationwide  (over  700  in  this  area). 
Statistics  reflected  two  age  groups:  under  65 
and  over  65.  The  January  meeting  was  can- 
celled due  to  a  snow  storm.  At  the  February 
meeting,  Nina  Silverstein,  Ph.D.,  UMASS 
Boston,  will  present  her  recently-completed 
study.  Raising  Awareness  About  Aging 
Women  Veterans  in  Massachusetts.  One  les- 
son learned  from  the  study  is  the  need  to  in- 
crease outreach  about  federal  and  state  ben- 
efits available  to  them.  This  is  the  mission  of 
the  Women  Veterans'  Network! 

One  way  to  reach  out  is  the  Network's  an- 
nual newsletter  that  published  its  first  issue  in 
May  1999.  Our  second  newsletter  is  due  out 
in  early  February. 

Join  us  April  5'\  2000,  at  the  Holiday  Inn, 
Worcester,  for  a  day  highlighting  women  vet- 
erans' issues.  Everyone  is  invited:  women 
veterans,  veterans'  agents,  friends  of  and  all 
others  interested  in  helping  women  veterans. 
The  day  consists  of  three  events:  a  benefits 
fair  (or  workshop),  "live"  presentations,  and 
a  luncheon.  The  workshop  will  be  from  10 
a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Informational  tables  with  rep- 
resentatives from  various  veterans'  agencies 
and  organizations  will  be  set  up  for  veterans 
to  browse  and  talk  to  the  experts.  Some  of 
the  agencies  will  be  the  Department  of  Veter- 
ans' Affairs  to  include  benefits'  counselors, 
women's  health  coordinators,  a  Vet  Center 
as  well  as  the  Women  Veterans'  Therapeutic 
Transitional  Residence  Program;  Department 
of  Labor;  Social  Security  Administration 
Department  of  Employment  and  Training 
Soldiers  Homes;  and  an  Outreach  Center 
Also,  representatives  from  the  Governor's 
I  1 


OUTREACH.  The  Women  Veterans'  Net- 
work has  been  busy  in  its  outreach  mission. 
In  November,  the  Network  panel  conducted 
a  brainstorming  session  on  the  needs  of 
women  veterans  with  veterans'  agents  and 
their  assistants  at  the  Department  of  Veter- 
ans' Services  (DVS)  annual  training  seminar 
in  Worcester.  The  panel  consisted  of  Joan  E. 
O'Connor,  DVS  Women  Veterans'  Outreach 
Coordinator;  Mary  Ellen  Mesale,  DVS  As- 
sistant to  the  Network;  Patricia  Robinson, 
Women's  Health  Coordinator  at  the  Boston 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  Medical  Cen- 
ter; and  June  Newman,  Veterans'  Agent  from 
the  Town  of  Randolph,  representing  the 
Governor's  Advisory  Committee  on  Women 
Veterans.  Many  issues  were  discussed  and 
feedback  received  towards  planning  our  first- 
ever  workshop  and  luncheon  in  April. 

Before  the  holidays,  Joan  and  Mary  Ellen  vis- 
ited the  Soldiers  Homes  in  Chelsea  and 
Holyoke  and  met  with  some  of  the  women 
veteran  residents.  Although  small  in  num- 
ber, there  are  women  veterans  in  both  Homes 
and  those  we  talked  to  were  comfortable  and 
content  with  their  rooms  and  care.  This  is  an 
option  for  some  women  veterans  who  need 
assisted  living  and/or  nursing  home  care. 
Unlike  medicaid-funded  nursing  homes,  these 
state-run  Soldiers'  Homes  do  not  require  resi- 
dents to  divest  themselves  of  assets. 

When  we're  not  "out  and  about,"  the  Network 
conducts  meetings  at  the  Coast  Guard  Base 
in  Boston.  At  the  December  meeting, 
Catherine  Skinner,  Ph.D.,  from  the  Bedford 
VAMC,  presented  her  Study  on  Women  Vet- 
erans. This  interesting,  first  national  study  of 
women  veterans  who  use  VA  services,  was 


I  will 


Name 


□ 


attend  the  luncheon  on  April  5,  2000,  from  1-2  p.m. 


Address 
City   


_Zip  Code 


(*Use  additional  sheets  for  guests) 

Entrees,  $8  each.  Identify  the  number  of  entrees  in  the  space  provided: 

 Baked  Stuffed  Chicken   Boston  Baked  Haddock  Pasta  Primavera 

Total  enclosed:  $  . 


I  will  will  not    I    I   attend  the  workshop/presentations. 


NOTE:  For  women  veterans  only: 
I  served  during  the  


years. 


Members  of  Women  Vetferans'  Network  at  the 
November  DVS  Training  Session.  L.to  r.,  sitting:  June 
Newman,  Randolph  Veterans'  Agent;  Joan  O'Connor, 
Women's  Coordinator,  DVS;  standing:  Mary  Ellen 
Mesale,  Women's  Network  Assistant,  DVS;  Patricia 
Robinson,  Boston  VAMC  Women's  Coordinator. 


Advisory  Committee  on  Women  Veterans, 
The  Women's  Memorial  and  numerous  vet- 
erans' organizations  will  be  available.  From 
10  to  12  noon,  "live"  presentations  will  also 
be  conducted  in  a  separate  room  where 
briefers  will  discuss  Social  Security,  VA  and 
state  veterans'  benefits  (including  the  new 
state  cemeteries)  and  women's  health  care. 

The  luncheon  will  be  from  1  to  2  p.m.  and 
reservations  are  required.  The  guest  speaker 
is  Colonel  Peggy  A.  Shaw,  US  AF,  Vice  Com- 
mander, 66th  Air  Base  Wing,  Hanscom  Air 
Force  Base.  The  cost  of  the  luncheon  is  $8 
and  payable  to:  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Women  Veterans'  Network.  The 
entrees  are  Baked  Stuffed  Chicken,  Boston 
Baked  Haddock  and  Pasta  Primavera  and  are 
served  with  an  appetizer,  dessert,  rolls  and 
butter,  coffee  and  tea.  Reservations  must  be 
received  by  March  15.  Please  clip  the  reser- 
vation form  and  return  along  with  your  check 
to  the  Women  Veterans'  Network,  239  Cause- 
way Street,  Boston,  MA  02114.  For  more 
information,  please  call  Mary  Ellen  at  the  Net- 
work (617)  727-3578  extension  316. 


DVS  WEB  SITE  (Continued  from  Page  2) 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  would 
like  to  express  sincere  gratitude  and  appre- 
ciation to  Eileen  Reilly  Steward  for  her  talent 
and  hard  work.  Eileen  designed  and  devel- 
oped the  web  site  as  a  work  studies  student 
and  for  the  last  couple  of  years  has  been  a 
tremendous  resource  for  DVS.  She  is  a  very 
talented  woman,  a  veteran  and  a  graphic  de- 
sign student.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
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PRESS  RELEASE 

Tlie  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  through 
the  Department  of  Veterans'  Services,  an- 
nounces an  annuity  for  the  non-remarried 
spouses  (Gold  Star  Wives/Husbands)  of  veterans 
whose  death  occurred  as  a  result  of  inj  ury  sustained  or 
disease  contracted  during  active  service  in  time  of  war, 
insurrection  or  oomboL 

This  annuity  in  the  amount  of  $ 1 ,500 annually ,  is  pay- 
able in  two  equal  payments  of  $750  on  February  1st 
and  August  1st  of  each  year.  Such  payments  shall  be 
due  and  payable  from  the  date  of  the  application  only. 

The  annuity  applicant  must  be  a  resident  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  must  continue  to  reside  in  Massa- 
chusetts from  the  date  of  application  and  while  in  re- 
ceipt of  the  annuity  payments.  To  receive  the  annu- 
ity, the  applicant  must  complete  an  application  fcrm 
that  may  be  obtained  by  calling  the  local  Veterans' 
Agent  located  in  the  applicants  city/town  hall,  or  call 
Alex  Kravchuk  at  the  Department  of  Veterans'  Ser- 
vices (617)  727-3578  extensions  107, 212,  and  299. 

Since  its  inception  several  years  ago,  the  original 
annuity  program  has  expanded  tremendously  to 
include  100  percent  service  connected  disabled 
veterans.  Gold  Star  Parents  as  well  as  Gold  Star 
Spouses.  It  is  anticipated  that  over 4,500  checks 
will  be  distributed  by  Fdruary  1,2(X)0. 


PURPLE  HEART  AWARDED 
(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Canadian  World  War  11  veteran,  and  Bru- 
ins' legend  No.  15,  Milt  Schmidt,  the  Bru- 
ins' "Captain  of  the  Century",  was  there 
to  honor  Joe,  and  convey  the  best  wishes 
of  the  Boston  Bruins  organization.  Milt 
admitted  he  was  eager  to  participate  in  the 
day  with  Joe,  and  was  truly  touched  by 
the  Purple  Heart  ceremony. 

Postscript:  I  regret  to  report  that  Joe 's 
wife,  Rita,  died  unexpectedly  two  weeks 
after  Joe 's  ceremony.  We  extend  our 
deepest  sympathy  to  Joe,  and  his  family 
for  their  loss.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


WOBURN  GRADUATION  (The  First  to  Honor) 
By  Karen  A.  Lynch 

obert  C.  Norton,  Principal  of  Wobum  High  School  wanted  to  put  together  a  special 
1-^  Memorial  Day  celebration  three  years  ago,  one  with  something  more  memorable  than 
A  Xjust  a  prominent  guest  speaker.  When  Principal  Norton  discussed  his  thoughts  with  his 
associates,  William  Stukey,  Wobum's  Director  of  Veterans'  Services,  the  two  men  wondered 
how  many  high  school  students  from  the  WWII  era  had  never  graduated  as  a  result  of  leaving 
school  to  go  off  to  war. 

Principal  Norton  noted  that  it  started  as  an  "ill-defined  idea".  He  thought,  "Why  don't  we 
hold  a  graduation  ceremony  for  these  men,  and  invite  the  mayor  and  school  superintendent  to 
award  their  (official)  high  school  diplomas,  as  a  Memorial  Day  activity."  The  difference  in 
this  graduation  would  be  not  only  the  wisdom  of  years  of  the  new  graduates,  but  also  their  vast 
experience  as  members  of  "The  Greatest  Generation".  Mayor  Bob  Dever,  and  School  Board 
Chairman,  Dr.  Carl  Batchelder  did  not  need  to  be  convinced,  they  were  onboard  from  the 
start.  "Wobum  is  a  very  veteran-oriented  community. .  .we  received  no  negative  fiack  when 
we  presented  the  idea  to  the  school  committee. .  .they  thought  it  was  a  great  idea",  says  Princi- 
pal Norton  of  the  overwhelmingly  enthusiastic  response  he  received.  Wobum  High  School 
was  about  to  take  its  place  as  the  first  high  school  in  Massachusetts,  and  perhaps  the  nation,  to 
honor  its  World  War  II  alumni  by  bestowing  upon  them  the  diplomas  they  had  missed,  while 
serving  their  country.  Little  could  Principal  Norton  have  known  of  the  tidal  wave  to  come,  for 
which  he  was  the  catalyst. 

On  May  29""  1998,  with  family,  friends  and  district  leaders  in  attendance,  twenty-four  "de- 
fenders of  freedom"  paraded  into  the  auditorium,  moving  the  delighted  students  of  Wobum 
High  School  to  a  thunderous,  standing  ovation.  It  was  overwhelming.  It  was  in  that  moment 
that  everyone  knew  that  something  very  special  was  happening.  There  was  a  hush  among  the 
audience  when  the  ships,  ports  of  call,  battles,  campaigns,  and  endeavors  of  these  veterans 
were  mentioned  as  they  approached  center  stage  to  receive  their  hard-won  diplomas. 

As  Principal  Norton  recounted  when  I  asked  him  what  the  highlight  of  the  endeavor  was  for 
him,  he  said,  "It  was  the  standing  ovation  at  the  beginning,  before  the  ceremony  even  started. 
There  was  such  an  outpouring  of  emotion  from  the  students. .  .from  a  group  of  17  year-olds  to 
a  group  of  70  year-olds,  you  would  have  had  to  be  made  of  stone  not  to  sense  it. . ." 

On  the  stage  as  a  guest  speaker  representing  the  Govemor  and  Commissioner  was  Robert  C. 
McKean  from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Veterans'  Services.  Mr.  McKean,  who  was 
so  overcome  with  emotion,  made  a  promise  to  himself  to  make  this  wonderful  project  avail- 
able to  the  veterans  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  With  the  help  of  the  Veterans'  Agent  in 
the  cities/towns.  Bob  worked  on  his  own  time  to  carry  on  what  started  as  an  "ill-defined 
idea"in  Wobum,  become  a  reality  to  thousands  of  veterans.  The  program  is  known  today  as 
"Operation  Recognition". 

It  all  started  that  day  in  Wobum,  thanks  to  Robert  C.  Norton,  the  principal  of  a  high  school, 
who  wanted  to  do  the  right  thing.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


WANTED;  WORLD  WAR  II  VETERANS 


The  City  of  Cambridge  is  searching  for  World  War  II  veterans  who  left  either  Cambndge  High  and  Latin  School  Rindge  Technical  School  between  the  dates  of 
September  16,  1940  to  December  31,  1946  without  obtaining  their  high  school  diplomas. 

Cambridge  Rindge  &  Latin  School  will  award  these  individuals  their  high  school  diploma  at  a  school  assembly  on  April  27,  2(XX).  Mr.  Tom  Brokaw,  author  of  The 
Greatest  Generation,  will  be  a  guest  speaker  at  this  "Operation  Recognition"  celebration. 

Veterans  must  apply  and  show  eligibility  in  order  to  obtain  his/her  diploma  The  diplomas  may  also  be  applied  for  posthumously  by  the  veterans'  next  of  kin.  In 
addition,  those  who  have  obtained  their  GED  are  also  encouraged  to  apply.  APPLICATIONS  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  NO  LATER  THAN  MARCH  3, 2000. 

A  Veteran  must  have  served  between  the  dates  mentioned  above  and  have  been  discharged  "honorably"  as  well  as  having  attended  either  CHLS  or  Rindge  Tech.  For 
an  application  and  further  information  contact: 

City  of  Cambridge,  DepL  of  Veterans'  Services,  51  Inman  SL  2nd  Floor,  Cambridge,  MA  02139,  Phone:  (617)  349-4761  -  TTY:  (617)  492-0235,  E-mail: 
Veterans@d.cambridgej7ia.us 
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NATIONAL  MILITARY 
FUNERAL  HONORS 

Source:  Department  of  Defense 

On  November  17, 1999  the  Department 
of  Defense  (DOD)  briefed  represen- 
tatives of  the  Veterans  Service  Orga- 
nizations (VSO),  the  Military  Coalition  and 
the  funeral  industry  on  the  implementation  of 
military  funeral  honors  provisions  of  P.L.  106- 
65,  Section  578,  the  National  Defense  Autho- 
rization Act  for  Plf2000.  Representing  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA)  at  the 
briefing  were  the  National  Cemetery 
Administration's  (NCA)  Vincent  L.  Barile, 
Director  for  the  Office  of  Operations  Support, 
and  Allen  "Gunner"  Kent,  VA's  Veterans 
Service  Organization  Special  Assistant.  The 
provision  calls  for  the  implementation  of  a 
DOD  military  funeral  honors  plan  effective 
January  1,2000. 

The  military  fiineral  honors  ceremony  will 
consist  of  the  folding  and  presentation  of  the 
flag  and  the  playing  of  'Taps"  for  every  eli- 
gible veteran  upon  request.  A  detail  to  per- 
form honors  shall  consist  of  two  or  more  uni- 
formed members  of  the  Armed  Forces,  includ- 
ing Reserve  Component  members,  with  at 
least  one  member  from  the  Service  in  which 
the  deceased  veteran  served. 

Authority  is  granted  in  the  law  to  reimburse 
members  of  VSOs  and  other  authorized  or- 
ganizations for  expenses  when  they  partici- 
pate with  the  military  in  the  delivery  of  mili- 
tary funeral  honors.  The  Military  Services 
may  provide  additional  elements  in  keeping 
with  their  traditions. 

DOD,  in  conjunction  with  VA,  VSOs  and 
funeral  directors'  associations,  has  developed 
a  kit  to  assist  funeral  directors  obtain  infor- 
mation on  requesting  military  funeral  honors. 
The  kit  includes  a  Military  Funeral  Honors 
brochure;  a  flag;  and  a  CD  of 'Taps".  The  kit 
will  be  provided  to  all  licensed  funeral  direc- 
tors, VSO  headquarters,  national  cemeteries 
and  State  veterans'  cemeteries. 

A  toU-fiee  number  for  funeral  directors  to  re- 
quest honors  will  be  in  effect  on  January  1 , 2000, 
as  well  as  a  Military  Funeral  Honors  Web  Site 
located  at:  www.militaryfuneralhonors.osd.mil 
♦  ♦♦ 


State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery  Up-Date 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  (DVS)  is  pleased  to  announce  that  on 
January  3, 2000,  Governor  Cellucci  and  Commissioner  Kelley  received  a  formal  notification 
of  the  increase  of  the  State  ( VA)  Cemetery  Grant  in  the  amount  of  $2.34  million  which  will  be 
added  to  the  $4.38  million  received  previously.  This  brings  the  total  grant  award  to  $6.82  million  for 
the  construction  of  the  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery  in  Agawam.  DVS  is  extremely  proud  of 
this  increase  in  fiinding  because  this  brings  the  construction  of  the  cemetery  to  the  full  1 00%  funding 
by  the  federal  government,  thereby  saving  State  taxpayers  a  total  of  $3.41  million  in  construction 
costs.  DVS  is  thankful  to  Goverrror  Cellucci  and  his  staff  along  with  the  Senate  and  House  for  their 
continued  support  and  funding  for  the  operation  of  the  Veterans'  Cemetery. 

Construction  of  the  cemetery  in  Agawam  is  continuing  at  a  pace  that  should  result  in  completion  in 
late  fall  2000.  The  Contractor  has  completed  approximately  20%  of  the  infi-astructure  of  the  cem- 
etery. This  includes  roadway  cuts,  stream  mitigation,  stream  bridge  crossing,  utility  conduits,  water 
and  sewer  lines  that  have  been  installed.  Preparation  of  the  areas  for  the  three  building  sites  has  been 
completed  and  ready  for  the  second  contractor  to  begin.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  contractor  for  the 
three  buildings  (administrative,  chapel  and  maintenance)  will  begin  construction  by  early  February 
2000  and  be  completed  by  the  deadline  of  late  fall  2000. 

Due  to  exceptional  weather  for  construction,  DVS  anticipates  that  fiuther  progress  will  be  made 
during  the  winter  months.  On  the  plans  for  early  construction  are  the  entrance  wall,columbariam 
areas,  installation  of  the  burial  crypts,  and  the  memorial  pathway.  The  memorial  pathway  will  be  a 
walkway  for  veterans'  groups  to  place  a  stone  or  monument  in  remembrance  of  their  veterans.  The 
size  of  each  individual  area  and  other  requirements  will  be  published. 

DVS  hopes  to  hold  a  dedication  in  early  Octobo-  (depending  on  construction  schedules)  and  open 
the  cemetery  for  burials  shortly  afterwards.  If  the  construction  schedule  is  delayed,  the  cemetery 
would  probably  be  opened  for  burials  when  feasible,  followed  by  a  formal  dedication  ceremony 
sometime  in  the  spring  of  200 1 . 

The  Department  has  already  received  numerous  donations  from  veterans  groups  for  items  not  cov- 
ered by  the  construction  contract;  which  include  complete  furnishings  for  the  family  room  that  will 
be  located  in  the  committal  chapel,  funds  for  additional  flags  and  entryway  (avenue  of  flags).  For 
more  information  on  ways  that  you  or  your  organization  can  assist  in  this  endeavor,  please  contact 
the  Cemetery  Department  at  DVS. 

The  Master  Plan  for  the  second  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery  in  Winchendon  has  been 
completed  and  under  final  review  by  the  VA  in  Washington.  The  attorneys  for  the  Commonwealth 
(Department  of  Capital  Asset  Management)  and  the  Town  of  Winchendon  are  completing  the 
formal  transfer  of  the  land  to  the  State.  When  the  Master  Plan  is  formally  accepted  by  federal  aixl 
state  agencies,  a  contract  bid  for  engineering  and  architectural  designs  will  be  advertised.  This 
contract  will  be  for  the  formal  process  for  construction  along  with  design  drawings  and  construction 
drawings  to  pjrepare  for  the  next  step  that  follows  which  is  the  construction  contract  bidding.  DVS 
anticipates  that  this  portion  of  the  architectural  and  engineering  bid  should  be  published  sometime  in 
late  spring  or  early  summer  2000. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  comments,  need  information,  or  would  like  to  obtain  a  Pre-Registration 
form,  please  contact  Robert  McKean,  Director  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemeteries  at  (617)  727- 
3578  extension  108,  or  Hazel  Pryce,  Program  Administrator,  extension  100. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

  DEPLETED  URANIUM 

SCREEP^G  PROGRAM 


Spring  is  when  you  feel 
like  whistling  even  with  a 
shoe  full  of  slush." 

^Anonymous 


Source:  DAV  Service  Bulletin- January  00 


le  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA) 
has  established  a  Depleted  Uranium 
(DU)  screening  program  for  Gulf  War 
veterans  who  are  concerned  about  the  pos- 
sible long-term  health  effects  of  DU  exposure. 


FUNERAL  HONORS  DETAIL  CONTACTS; 

Air  Force         Hanscom  AFB-  SSGT  Cook  (78 1 )  377-4850 
Marine  Corps  Camp  Edwards-SGT  Major  HoUand  (508)  968-7 1 50 

SSgt  Gallagher  (508)968-7162/7167 
Navy  Naval  Reserve  Center  Quincy  -Chief  Russman  (617)  223-8200 

Newport,  RI-  Senior  Chief  Hill  (401)  841-4144 
Army  Fort  Drum,  NY~CAPT  Howard  C.  Kirk,  IV,  Commanding  (315)  772-8700 


In  an  effort  to  provide  the  background  of  this 
issue,  the  current  state  of  medical  research, 
and  steps  the  veteran  should  take  if  he  or  she 
is  concerned  about  potential  exposure  to  de- 
pleted uranium,  the  VA  published  an  article 
in  the  September  1999  issue  of  Gulf  War  Re- 
view. The  article  was  also  republished  as  an 
attachment  to  C&P  Fast  Letter  (99- 1 25 )  dated 
December  22,  1999,  which  be  may  reviewed 
in  its  entirety  at  Internet  address:  http:// 
www.vba-anns.nctsw.navy.mil/admin21/let- 
ter/fl9  125.doc.  ♦♦♦ 
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FROM  THE 
TRAINING  TENT 


e  Training  Tent  hopes  that  everyone  had  a 
wonderful  holiday  season  and  welcomes 
you  to  the  new  Millennium!!! 


In  November  the  DVS  held  its  Second  Annual 
Training  Session  at  the  Worcester  Holiday  Inn 
which  was  attended  by  150  veterans  agents  and 
support  staff.  Out  of  this  group  there  were  18  indi- 
viduals attending  a  certification  class,  and  this  was 
broken  down  to  10  new  veterans  agents  and  8  in- 
vestigators, administrative  assistants  and  Outreach 
Center  personnel.  The  sessions  were  informative, 
well  received  and  very  successful.  A  grateful  thank 
you  to  all  who  assisted  in  making  this  event  pos- 
sible. With  this  new  group  it  brings  the  percent- 
age of  certified  agents  to  94%  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts!  All  in  all  it  was  a 
great  session. 

Plans  are  now  being  made  for  Training  Session 
2000.  With  that  in  mind,  your  feedback  is  very 
important  and  now  is  the  time  to  submit  ideas  for 
what  YOU  would  like  to  have  covered.  The  tent  is 
considering  a  change  in  location  to  the  Radisson 
in  Milford.  We  recently  toured  the  facility  and 
met  with  the  staff,  and  were  very  impressed.  It  is 
still  centrally  located  and  the  ambiance,  style,  set- 
ting and  extras  seem  conducive  to  "kicking  train- 
ing sessions  up  a  notch"!  The  "tent"  is  also  con- 
sidering a  change  of  the  month  for  the  Training 
Session  this  year  to  September  17-19,2000.  This 
would  give  Veterans  Day  and  Thanksgiving  pre- 
cedence for  you.  Plus  in  the  past,  we  have  heard 
that  the  November  dates  were  interrupting  hunt- 
ing season.  So  hunt  on! 

The  other  news  is  that  we  continually  have  new 
agents  coming  on  board  and  the  "tent"  is  aggres- 
sively working  to  provide  certification  in  the  very 
near  future.  Computer  classes  are  also  in  the  de- 
velopmental stage  with  Department  staff  and  Vet- 
erans Agents'  assistance.  Your  comments  and  sug- 
gestions are  needed.  It  is  hard  to  assist  you  in  your 
needs  if  we  are  not  aware  of  them.  Please  contact 
David  Dube'  at  (617)  727-3578  extension  213  or 
Ddube@vet.state.ma.us.  ♦♦♦ 
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VETERANS  DAY  ^ 
By  Father  Denis  E.  O'Brien 

(Father  O'Brien  is  a  member  of  the  USMC) 

It  is  the  soldier,  not  the  reporter, 
who  has  given  us  freedom  of  the  press. 

It  is  the  soldier,  not  the  poet, 
who  has  given  us  freedom  of  speech. 


It  is  the  soldier,  not  the  campus  organizer, 
who  has  given  us  the  freedom  to  demonstrate. 


It  is  the  soldier,  who  salutes  the  flag, 
who  serves  beneath  the  flag,  and 
whose  coffin  is  draped  by  the  flag. 
♦  ♦  ♦ 


ION 


Housing  and  Urban  Development's  Sec- 
retary Andrew  Cuomo  announced  the  dis- 
tribution of  grants  totaling  $33.7  million 
to  help  in  the  housing  and  counseling  of  the 
State's  homeless  as  part  of  its  Continuum  of  Care 
initiative. 

Two  New  Bedford  programs  will  receive  $1.2 
million,  Fall  River  Steppingstones,  Inc.  will  re- 
ceive $1  million,  and  a  Wareham  program  will 
receive  $420,000. 

"These  grants  represent  the  federal  government's 
recognition  of  the  excellent  work  performed  by 
these  area  service  providers,  and  of  the  progress 
that  they  have  made  in  combating  homelessness 
in  Southeastern  Massachusetts,"  said  Rep. 
Barney  Frank,  D-MA,  in  a  press  release. 

The  grants,  which  will  be  paid  over  three  years, 
will  continue  funding  of  two  programs  run  by 
the  Southeastern  Massachusetts  Veterans  Hous- 
ing Program.  The  programs  that  received  fund- 
ing are:  Network  Alliance  and  Network  House. 
The  Executive  Director  of  the  Veterans  Hous- 
ing Program,  Larry  Kudlac  described  the  Net- 
work Alliance  as  "the  central  gathering  point  for 
all  homeless  issues  in  the  area  ...for  people  who 
fall  through  the  cracks." 

Network  House,  a  10-bed  house  that  helped  1 15 
people  last  year,  uses  its  annual  budget  of 
$146,300  to  provide  temporary  housing  for 
people  making  a  transition  from  one  full-time 
program  to  another. 

Mr.  Kudlac  noted  that  neither  program  is  lim- 
ited to  veterans.  "Normally  a  veterans'  outfit 
wouldn't  do  anything  that  wasn't  a  veterans  ser- 
vice— but  we  feel  it's  a  way  of  paying  back  to 
the  community  what  it  has  given  us,"  noted  Mr. 
Kudlac.  ♦♦♦ 

Colin  Powell  Featured  Speaker 

Middlesex  Community  College  invites  the 
public  to  hear  General  Colin  Powell,  USA 
(Ret)  at  Celebrity  Forum  2000,  scheduled 
for  8:(X)PM  on  Tuesday,  May  2  at  the  Lowell  Memo- 
rial Auditorium. 

Tickets  may  be  purchased  through  Ticketmaster,  at 
the  Lowell  Memorial  Auditorium  Box  Office  or 
through  the  College.  For  more  information,  call 
Middlesex  Community  College's  Celebrity  Fomm 
line  at  (978)  656-3238.  ♦♦♦ 


"No  greater  love  hath 
:  man  than  to  lay  down 
^his  life  for  his  country^ 

—  Unknowi 


Nctb  Help  Paying  For 
PrescritionDrugs? 

The  Senior  Pharmacy  Program  (SPP) 
is  a  program  administered  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Office  of  Elder  Affairs  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  The  SPP 
gives  eligible  Massachusetts  residents  up  to 
$1,250  per  year  to  help  pay  for  prescription 
drugs. 

ARE  YOU  ELIGIBLE?  You  must  be  a 
Massachusetts  resident,  age  65  or  over;  or  if 
you  are  under  age  65,  you  must  work  less  than 
40  hours  per  month  and  meet  the  disability 
guidelines  for  CommonHealth.  Your  gross 
annual  income  must  be  less  than  $15,492  for 
an  individual,  or  $20,769  for  a  married  couple. 
You  may  apply  as  an  Individual  or  as  a  Mar- 
ried Couple.  Finally,  you  can  not  be  enrolled 
in  MassHealth  or  CommonHealth. 

HOW  DOES  THE  SENIOR  PHARMACY 
PROGRAM  HELP  YOU?  Once  enrolled, 
you  will  receive  up  to  $1,250  to  pay  for  your 
prescription  needs.  The  annual  enrollment  fee 
of  $15  is  automatically  deducted  from  the 
benefit.  At  the  time  of  purchase,  co-payments 
are  only  $3  for  generic  brand  drugs,  insulin 
and  disposable  syringes  and  $10  for  brand 
name  drugs. 

HOW  DO  YOU  APPLY?  Applications  and 
guidelines  are  available  through  the  state  pro- 
cessing center  by  calling  toll-free  at  1-800- 
953-3305  or  TTY:  1-800-813-7787  (persons 
with  hearing  disabilities).  You  may  apply 
even  if  you  have  prescription  drug  coverage. 

Interested  persons  can  call  a  SHINE  counse- 
lor for  information  about  Medigap  Insurance, 
Medicare,  HMOs,  public  benefits,  retiree 
health  plans,  individual  insurance,  prescrip- 
tion drug  charge  coverage,  health  insurance 
counseling,  long  term  care  insurance  and  other 
health  insurance  options. 

The  SHINE  (Serving  the  Health  Information 
Needs  of  Elders)  Program  is  the  health  insur- 
ance counseling  program  for  senior  citizens 
and  Medicare  beneficiaries  in  Massachusetts 
administered  by  the  Executive  Office  of  El- 
der Affairs.  The  SHINE  Program  gram  was 
developed  to  meet  the  growing  need  for  in- 
dependent and  accurate  information  about 
health  care  choices  and  coverage.  SHINE  is 
a  volunteer  network  of  health  benefits  coun- 
selors that  provides  confidential  and  free 
health  insurance  counseling.  Call  the  Senior 
Pharmacy  state  processing  center  at  1-800- 
953-3305  for  the  number  of  your  local  SHINE 
counselor.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


50TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF 
THE  KOREAN  WAR 

Source:  The  38th  Parallel 


Tb  honor  and  thank  our  veterans  during 
the  golden  anniversary  of  the  Korean 
War,  the  Department  of  Defense 
(DOD)  formed  a  commemoration  commit- 
tee to  support  a  host  of  events  over  the  four- 
year  period.  From  2000  to  2003  events  well 
take  place  throughout  the  United  States, 
Republic  of  Korea  and  the  Pacific  that 
reflect  U.S.  military,  its  allies  and  the 
United  Nations  concerted  efforts  during  the 
conflict  known  as  the  Korean  War. 

The  Korean  War,  stemming  from  Commu- 
nist aggression  by  the  North  Koreans,  lasted 
from  June  25,  1950  to  July  27,  1953. 
During  that  37-month  period  more  than 
54,000  Americans  died;  33,651  were  killed 
in  action.  There  were  103,000  Americans 
wounded,  8,177  missing  in  action  and  7,000 
prisoners  of  war.  Technically,  the  war  still 
continues  since  no  peace  agreement  was 
ever  reached;  an  armistice  was  signed  to 
stop  the  fighting. 

More  than  35  events  are  scheduled  to  show 
that  a  Grateful  Nation  still  remembers  their 
countless  contributions.  The  official 
commemoration  period  begins  on  June  25, 
2000  in  Washington,  EXT.  The  commemo- 
ration officially  closes  November  11,  2003. 
♦  ♦♦ 

ARE  YOU  A  WOMAN  VETERAN? 
YOV MAYBE EUGIBLE  FOR  VA  CAKE. 

IT  you  served  during  a  war  period  or  24 
consecutive  months  during  peacetime, 
have  an  honorable  discharge,  or  have  a 
service  connected  disability,  you  are  eligible 
for  health  care  at  the  VA.  The  Boston  Health 
Care  System,  Jamaica  Plain  Campus  has  a 
comprehensive  health  center  dedicated  to  the 
provision  of  primary  and  preventive  medi- 
cal and  mental  health  care  to  women.  The 
Women  Veterans  Health  Center  also  pro- 
vides on  site  specialist  care:  gynecology, 
breast  health,  rheumatology  &  osteoporosis, 
neurology,  urology,  psychiatry,  psychology, 
rehab  medicine,  social  work  services,  and 
urgent  care.  The  Boston  Health  Care  Sys- 
tem now  has  a  bone  density  machine  to  check 
for  osteoporosis. 

Coming  soon  is  the  new  women's  clinic  at 
the  Framingham  Outpatient  Clinic  and  a 
Therapeutic  Residence  for  women  located 
in  Jamaica  Plain,  the  first  transitional  resi- 
dence for  women  in  the  VA. 

For  more  information  please,  call  Pat 
Robinson,  Women  Veterans  Coordinator  at 
(617)278-4467. 
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Operation  Recognition 


peration  Recognition  continues  its  drive 
#  J  to  award  diplomas  to  those  veterans  who 
\^>^left  high  school  during  the  1940's  to  serve 
their  country  in  World  War  II.  The  original  goal 
of  awarding  these  high  school  diplomas  to  Mas- 
sachusetts veterans  of  WW  n  has  now  expanded 
its  borders  to  include  many  other  states. 

The  goal  was  to  reach  all  50  states  in  order  to 
ensure  that  every  eligible  WW  n  veteran  has  the 
opportunity  to  obtain  the  high  school  diploma 
that  they  gave  up  willingly  in  order  to  serve  our 
country.  They  put  our  nation  before  their  own 
life's  goals  and  it  is  our  feeling  that  a  sincere 
"thank  you",  albeit  late  in  coming,  is  due  the 
heroes  of  "The  Greatest  Generation". 

Over  the  past  year  there  has  been  over  1 100  high 
school  diplomas  awarded.  Many  of  the  ceremo- 
nies were  held  during  the  Memorial  Day  and 
Veterans'  Day  time  period. 

We  sincerely  thank  and  salute  the  following  cit- 
ies and  towns  who  have  already  held  Operation 
Recognition  graduation  ceremonies:  Ayer;  Bos- 
ton; Brockton;  Chelmsford;  Chicopee;  Fitchburg: 
Franklin;  Gardner;  Gloucester;  Groveland 
Haverhill;  Lawrence;  Lee;  Leominster;  Lowell 
Lynn;  Maiden;  Marlboro;  Merrimac;  Methuen 
Newton;  Northampton;  Oxford;  Palmer,  Quincy 
North  Quincy;  Saugus;  Shirley;  Springfield 
Wayland;  West  Newbury;  Winchester;  Wobum 
and  Worcester. 

Many  other  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts 
are  planning  ceremonies  this  coming  year  as  fol- 
lows: 

Belmont  April  1 1"^ 

Brookline  April  13* 

Cambridge         April  27"' 
Watertown         May  8* 


West  Springfield  May  22* 

Holyoke  May  26"^ 

Athol  May3P 

Ludlow  June  6"'' 

The  following  towns  are  scheduled  to  hold  cer- 
emonies this  year  with  dates  to  be  determined: 
Agawam;  Alford;  Barre;  Egremont;  Fall  River; 
Great  Barrington;  North  Adams;  Pittsfield; 
Monterey;  Mt.  Washington;  New  Marlborough; 
Oakham;  Orange;  Otis;  Pyringham;  Saixiersfield; 
Sheffield;  Stockbridge;  Somerville;  Swampscott; 
Templeton;  Turners  Falls;  Warren;  West 
Stockbridge;  Westfield;  and  Winchendon. 

The  State  of  Nebraska  graduated  681  WW  II 
veterans,  300  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  37 
in  Waterloo,  Iowa.  There  are  other  states  that 
are  also  working  on  this  project. 

The  Operation  Recognition  program  informa- 
tion is  also  listed  on  the  WW  II  Memorial  web 
page  (wwiimemorial.com/education).  There 
is  also  a  donation  form  for  the  WW  II  memo- 
rial at  this  site  where  individuals  may  offer  a 
donation  to  the  WW  II  Memorial  on  behalf 
of  these  WW  II  veteran  graduates. 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  sin- 
cerely thanks  everyone  who  has  assisted  in 
the  Operation  Recognition  endeavor.  For 
more  information  about  this  program,  or  if 
you  have  any  questions,  please  direct  them  to 
Robert  McKean,  Director  of  State  Veterans' 
Memorial  Cemeteries  at  (617)  727-3578  ex- 
tension 108  or  Hazel  Pryce,  Program  Admin- 
istrator, extension  100.  An  e-mail  address  you 
may  use  is:  Robert. McKean@state.ma. us. 


FREE  HEPAXmS  C  SCREENING  DAY 

Source:  DAV  Service  Bulletin- January  2000 


According  to  the  Veterans  Healthcare  Ad- 
ministration (VHA),  veterans  have  a  5 
times  higher  rate  of  infection  for  hepatitis 
C  than  the  general  population.  The  vast  major- 
ity of  veterans  infected  with  hepatitis  C  do  not 
know  it!  For  this  reason,  the  American  Liver 
Foundation  (ALF)  has  formed  the  ALF  Veter- 
ans Hepatitis  C  and  Liver  Disease  Council.  This 
Council  will  work  to  recommend  direction  and 
programs  to  ALF's  leadership  on  outreach  to 
veterans  who  may  have  been  exposed  to  hepati- 
tis C.  The  Council  will  be  made  up  of  represen- 
tatives from  six  participating  Veterans  Service 
Organizations  (VSOs),  leading  medical  experts, 
and  experts  within  the  VHA. 

In  late  February  or  early  March  20(X),  in  con- 
junction with  the  first  meeting  of  the  ALF  Veter- 
ans Hepatitis  C  and  Liver  Disease  Council.  ALF. 
AMVETS,  PVA,  WA,  AL,  VFW,  and  DAV 
will  conduct  a  national  initiative  of  two  days  of 
fi"ee  hepatitis  C  testing  for  veterans.  This  initia- 
tive is  being  made  possible  with  the  generous 
support  of  Home  Access  Health  Corp.,  which 
has  the  only  FDA  approved  telemedicine  test 


service  for  hepatitis  C. 

Those  who  wish  to  receive  a  free  test  kit  or  be 
tested  on-site  will  have  two  options: 

1.  Internet/Toll  free  number:  The  participant 
will  be  asked  to  take  a  Health  Risk  Assess- 
ment (HRA).  If  the  HRA  determines  that 
the  participant  is  at  risk,  a  test  kit  will  be 
delivered  to  the  participant  (A  $6  shipping 
cost  will  be  charged). 

2.  On-site:  In  person  testing  will  be  conducted 
in  5  locations:  New  York/Northern  NJ, 
Miami,  Phoenix,  San  Francisco,  and  Chi- 
cago. Health  care  professionals  wiU  admin- 
ister the  test.  Participants  will  call  into  the 
toll  free  number  for  test  results  using  their 
assigned  Personal  Identification  Number 
(PIN). 

All  on-site  testing  will  have  VSO  and  ALF  vol- 
unteers to  answer  questions  and  refreshments  will 
be  available.  ♦♦♦ 
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MEET  THE  STAFF 


r  I  le 


Etepartment  of  Veterans'  Service  is  extremely  proud  of  its  staff.  Therefore,  each  issue  of  The  ConvnonweMi  Veteran  will  have  a  member  of  the  staff 
highlighted  as  a  way  of  introducing  ourselves  to  you,  thereby  making  it  easier  for  you  to  put  a  face  with  a  name  when  corresponding  by  phone. 


The  fiist  employee  is  by  no  means  a  stranger  to  most  of  our  readership.  Robert  C.  McKean  is  the  Director  of  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemeteries  and  the 
coordinator  of  "Operation  Recognition". 

Bob  became  an  employee  of  this  Department  as  Director  of  External  Affairs  in  February  1995.  He  has  been  a  staunch  advocate  for  veterans  and  has  worked 
very  hard  in  his  endeavors.  The  following  Press  Release  from  the  Boston  Celtics  says  it  all.  The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  extoids  its  congratulations 
for  ajob  well  done. 

PRESS  RELEASE;  Boston  Celtics  present  Heroes  Among  Us  Award 


In  its  third  year,  Heroes  Among  Us  is  a  Boston  Celtics  program  that  honors  individuals  who  have  made  an  overwhelming  impact  on 
the  surrounding  communities  of  New  England.  Positively  affecting  the  lives  of  others,  the  mission  and  focus  of  the  Boston  Celtics 
program  is  to  recognize  such  individuals  at  home  games  throughout  the  season.  On 
November  19""  Robert  McKean  was  presented  this  award  during  the  game.  In  presenting 
this  award  to  Mr.  McKean,  the  Celtics,  on  behalf  of  President  and  Head  Coach  Rick 
Pitino  said,  "Bob  is  the  organizer  of  'Operation  Recognition'. ..a  program  developed  to 
honor  veterans  who  left  high  school  to  serve  their  country  during  World  War  II.  Re- 
cently, the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  recognized  Bob  with  the  Pride  in  Perfor- 
mance Award  for  his  work  with  the  Department  of  Veterans'  Services.  In  addition  to  his 
work  as  the  Director  of  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemeteries,  he  also  teaches  continuing 
education  classes  in  business  at  Mount  Wachusett  Community  College."  Coach  Pitino's 
citation  went  on  to  say,  "As  a  committed  and  concerned  member  of  our  society,  we 
extend  our  congratulations  and  our  thanks.  As  a  Hero  Among  Us,  your  decision  to  get 
involved,  to  bother  to  care  and  to  make  a  difference  is  inspiring.  We  hope  that  your 
social  conscience  is  contagious  and  you  continue  to  be  a  Hero  Among  Us!"  ♦♦♦ 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 14 
Telephone:  (617)  727-3578 
Facsimile:   (617)  727-5903 
Internet :  h ttp ://w w w . state.ma. us/veterans/ 
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by  Peter  J,  Kneisel 

Dennis  M.  O'Brien  is  a  Marine.  He 
works  as  an  Authorizer  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  and  serves  on  the  board  of  Vietnam 
Veterans  of  Massachusetts,  Inc.  He  got  an 
idea  four  years  ago  -  some  would  character- 
ize it  as  an  oddball  idea  -  and  with  singular 
detennination,  and  a  hefty  portion  of  good 
luck,  he  was  able  to  see  it  through. 

At  the  foot  of  Monkey  Mountain  in  DaNang 
Harbor  is  the  grave  of  Landsman  William 
Cook,  the  first  American  serviceman  buried 
in  Vietnam.  He  has  been  there  since  1845. 
It  was  O'Brien's  idea  to  find  the  site  and  cre- 
ate a  suitable  memorial  in  Cook's  honor,  and 
in  doing  so,  perhaps  create  something  else. 

Cook  was  a  ship's  musician  on  the  USS  Con- 
stitution. He  played  in  the  22-piece  band 
that  was  comprised  mostly  of  first  genera- 
tion German  immigrants.  Cook  was  re- 
cruited out  of  Baltimore,  joined  the  ship  in 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  died  at  sea  of  dysen- 
tery on  the  1  r''  of  May  as  Old  Ironsides  en- 


Ancient  Matinet  Honored  by  Vetetans 
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L.  to  R.Joe  Poll.  Dennis  O'Brien,  Bob  Fairbaiin.Anli 
Dao,  and  Peter  Kneisel  in  Vietnam  planning  their 
stategv  to  locate  the  burial  place  of  a  1 9th  Century 
U.S.  Navy  Sailor. 

tered  the  Bay  of  Turon  (DaNang.)  That  is 
just  about  all  that  US  Navy  archives  men- 
tion of  the  short  life  of  William  Cook. 

Two  days  after  Cook  was  buried,  his  cap- 
tain, "Mad"  Jack  Percival,  took  Old 
Ironsides  back  into  battle.  The  ship  was 
fifty-three  years  old;  the  US  was  only  a  few 
years  older.  In  response  to  a  plea  from  an 
imprisoned  French  missionary  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  Percival  fired  his  cannon 
in  the  first  —  and  largely  unremembered 
—  American  military  engagement  in  Viet- 
nam. Undeterred  by  the  fact  that  this 
round-the-world  cruise  was  a  mission  of 
good  will,  Percival  kidnapped  local  offi- 
cials, captured  anned  junks,  fired  on  civil- 
ians, and  generally  set  the  standard  for  the 
military  commander  who  far  exceeds  his 
brief 

Percival  retreated  after  sixteen  days  -  fully 
provisioned  -  without  ever  seeing  the  mis- 
sionary whose  release  he  had  demanded. 
He  fired  a  departing  salvo  at  the  harbor  fort 
and  missed.  When  he  returned  to  Boston, 
he  received  an  official  repriinand  from  the 
Navy.  President  Zachary  Taylor  sent  a  note 
of  apology  to  the  Emperor  in  Hue  and 
prayed  that;  "may  no  more  blood  be  spilled 


between  our  two  peoples." 

Ironically,  from  both  naval  archives  and 
material  from  The  Constitution  Museum,  a 
good  deal  more  was  recorded  about  where 
Cook  was  buried  than  what  instrument  he 
may  have  played.  There  are  excerpts  from 
journals  kept  by  both  officers  and  enlisted 
men,  sketches  of  Monkey  Mountain,  even 
delicate  watercolors  that  depict  the  Chinese 
Pagoda  beneath  which,  at  the  cost  of  two 
dollars.  Cook  was  interred. 

O'Brien,  with  the  blessing  of  his  Commis- 
sioner, Tom  Kelley,  and  funding  from  Viet- 
nam Veterans  of  Massachusetts,  Inc., 
recruited  Joe  Poli  —  a  cinematographer  and 
Marine  combat  veteran  -  and  Bob  Fairbaim. 
Fairbairn  —  who  received  three  Purple 
Hearts  in  three  tours  with  the  1 73"'  Airborne 
-  fiew  up  from  Saigon  with  his  wife  Anh 
Dao. 

After  a  meeting  with  the  Joint  Task  Force/ 
Detachment  2  in  Hanoi  and  a  visit  with  Am- 
bassador Pete  Petersen  at  the  US  Embassy, 
O'Brien  and  his  team  headed  south  to 
DaNang.  Armed  with  maps,  journal  ex- 
cerpts from  the  Constitution 's  diaries  and 
logs,  the  crew  hunted  through  a  collection 
of  graveyards  that  dot  the  thin  apron  of  land 
below  Monkey  Mountain. 

The  French  destroyed  both  the  Chinese 
Pagoda  and  the  harbor  fort  in  1858.  The 
small  graveyard  suiA'ived  in  the  same 
cove  where  Old  Ironsides  replenished 
her  fresh  water  supply.  It  was  nestled 
beneath  the  guns  of  the  old  harbor  foil. 
In  a  mission  that  lasted  23  days,  Ameri- 
can veterans  finally  revisited  the  spot 
where  Landsman  Cook  was  buried.  It 
took  155  years. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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COMMISSIONER'S  PAGE 


Fellow  Veterans, 

Recently,  a  friend  sent  me  the  following 
quiz,  which  I  invite  you  to  take: 

•  Name  the  five  wealthiest  people  in  the 
world! 

•  Name  the  last  five  Heisman  Trophy 


winners 


•  Name  the  last  five  winners  of  the  Miss 
America  contest! 

•  Name  the  last  decade's  worth  of  World 
Series  winners! 

How  did  you  do? 

The  point  is,  none  of  us  remember  the 
headliners  of  yesterday.  These  are  no  sec- 
ond-rate achievers.  They  are  the  best  in 
their  fields,  but  the  applause  dies.  Awards 
tarnish!  Achievements  are  forgotten!  Ac- 
colades and  certificates  are  buried  with 
their  owners! 

Certain  achievements  are  so  significant 
that  they  shouldn't  be  lost  and  forgotten 
upon  the  passing  of  those  who  performed 
the  acts.  I'm  talking  about  the  deeds  of 
ordinary  boys  and  girls,  who  gave  up  the 
security  of  home,  school,  and  loved  ones, 
and  went  off  to  fight  a  war  in  strange 
lands,  for  an  undetermined  length  of  time, 
and  with  an  outcome  very  much  in  doubt. 
These  boys  and  girls  who  grew  up  much 
too  fast  and  who  became  adults  almost 
overnight  are  now,  regrettably,  a  dwin- 
dling band  of  heroes.  We  shouldn't  let 
the  legacy  that  they  earned  fade  away.  We 
should  do  our  best  to  find  these  aging  war- 


riors who  are  in  our  midst,  and  let  them 
tell  us  in  their  own  words,  just  what  is 
was  like  to  be  part  of  the  generation  who 
saved  this  country,  and  indeed,  our  civi- 
lization. What  a  great  project  for  school 
children  to  get  involved  with  too!  Per- 
haps the  stories  of  these  quiet  warriors 
will  change  the  criteria  that  our  younger 
people  have  for  their  heroes.  I  encourage 
veterans  of  all  generations  across  the 
Commonwealth  to  get  involved  in  this 
project  in  their  hometowns,  and  share 
your  ideas  on  how  you  do  it  with  us.... 

We  in  IVlassachusetts  take  a  great  deal  of 
pride,  not  only  in  the  deeds  of  our  veter- 
ans, but  how  we  as  citizens  take  care  of 
our  veterans  who  have  given  us  so  much. 
The  following  is  a  quote  from  the  New 
York  iDnes  September  1865,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  return  to  Boston  of  the  54"' 
Massachusetts  Regiment  (the  Glory  Bri- 
gade): "The  demonstrations  of  respect 
were  rather  more  than  have  usually  been 
awarded  to  returning  regiments,  even  in 
Massachusetts,  which  cherishes  her  sol- 
diers with  an  unforgetting  affection." 

So,  this  special  place  that  veterans  occupy 
in  the  hearts  and  ininds  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens is  nothing  new,  and  it  makes  it  even 
more  imperative  to  keep  the  memory  of 
the  deeds  of  all  veterans  in  the  forefront 
of  public  awareness. 

We  owe  our  veterans  nothing  less! 
♦  ♦♦ 


FROM  THE  MAIL  BAG 

The  following  memorandum  was  re- 
ceived by  the  commissioner  in  April  from 
Laura  Gould,  coordinator  of  Homeless 
Services  for  the  VA  Hospital  in  Bedford. 
The  "Subject"  line  of  he  memo  says  it 
all:  Recognition  of  Exceptional  Service. 

Memorandum 

On  occasion  during  my  work  with  com- 
munity providers,  I  am  moved  to  recog- 
nize certain  individuals  who  provide  ser- 
vices to  veterans  that  go  over  and  above 
their  own  "call  of  duty."  One  such  per- 
son is  Jean-Guy  Martineau,  the  Salem 
Veteran's  Agent,  who  on  several  occa- 
sions has  provided  last  minute  transpor- 
tation to  homeless  veterans  in  need.  He 
has  always  been  accessible  as  both  a 
transportation  resource  and  veterans'  ad- 
vocate, and  his  devotion  to  veterans  is 
evident  by  the  lengths  he  takes  to  serve 
them. 

Most  recently,  Mr.  Martineau  offered  to 
provide  transportation  to  a  homeless  vet- 
eran from  the  Salem  area  to  a  program 
in  Worcester.  Mr.  Martineau  knew  this 
veteran  personally,  as  he  does  most  vet- 
erans in  Salem,  and  recognized  the  con- 
sequences the  veteran  would  face  if  he 
did  not  reach  the  Worcester  program 
safely. 

Often,  we  focus  on  gaps  in  service  in  the 
communities  Bedford  serves.  It  is 
equally  important  to  recognize  the 
bridges. 


The  Commissioner  is  in  the  process  of  initiating  a  Speakers  Bureau. 
Any  veteran  who  would  like  to  be  part  of  this  group  should  fill  out  this 
information  record  and  mail  it  back  to: 

Department  of  Veterans'  Services,  Attention  G.  Peterson, 
239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100,  Boston,  MA  02114. 


Name: . 


Address:. 


City /Town: 


Dates  of  Service:. 
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Women's  Network 

Workshop/Luncheon  is  Popular 


Wc  arc  happy  to  report  that  the  first 
Women's  Network  Workshop 
Liineheoii  held  on  April  5"'  at  the 
Worcester  Hohday  hin  was  oversubscribed 
with  250  attendees.  Rather  tlian  worrying 
about  filling  the  hall,  we've  now  decided  to 
make  it  into  an  annual  event! 

After  welcoming  remarks  from  Worcester 
City  Manager  Thomas  Hoover,  there  were 
presentations  from  the  VA  on  healthcare,  pen- 
sions and  compensation,  from  the  Social  Se- 
curity Administration,  and  from  our  own  staff 
on  state  and  local  veterans"  benefits.  There 
were  a  total  of  27  agencies  participating,  in- 
cluding veterans'  agents,  veterans'  organiza- 
tions, the  two  state  Soldiers'  Homes,  and  vet- 
erans' outreach  centers. 

Colonel  Peggy  Shaw,  Vice  Commander  of  the 
66"'  Air  Wing  at  Hanscom  Air  Force  Base  was 
the  featured  speaker  who  chronicled  women's 
advancement  in  the  military,  and  recognized 


Women  veterans  enjoy  iheapril  Workshop  I  Luncheon  in 
Worcester 


and  commended  the  audience  for  their  sacri- 
fices in  service  to  the  country.  Commissioner 
Kelley  presented  flowers  to  Mary  Ellen 
Mesale,  our  network  assistant  who  has  left  to 
pursue  a  ftill-time  career  She  will  be  greatly 
missed,  but  we  wish  her  fair  winds  and  fol- 
lowing seas!  ♦♦♦ 


PUTTING  YOUR  BEST  FOOT  FORWARD 
FOR  BONE  DENSITY  SCREENING 


Beginning  in  June  we  are  collaborating  with 
the  VA  Healthcare  System,  Boston  is 
holding  four  osteoporosis  screenings  at 
the  VA  Outreach  Centers  in  Haverhill,  Lowell, 
Framingham,  and  Worcester  As  we  age,  all  of 
us,  women  and  men  need  to  be  concerned  about 
osteoporosis.  This  is  a  disease  that  can  result  in 
brittle,  broken  bones,  and  make  people 
housebound  who  could  otherwise  enjoy  their 
golden  years. 

By  taking  this  simple  test  which  involves  put- 
ting your  foot  into  a  machine  for  a  few  minutes, 
you  can  find  out  how  your  bone  density  mea- 
sures to  women  in  your  age  group.  With  tliis 
knowledge  you  can  take  comfort  in  knowing 
that  your  bone  density  is  where  it  should  be,  or 
in  knowing  that  you  need  to  take  steps  to  in- 
crease bone  density.  Today  there  are  wonderful 
new  drugs  on  the  market  to  help  you  increase 
your  bone  density.  Or  perhaps  you  can  increase 
your  bone  density  through  more  calciuin  in  the 
diet  and  with  weight-bearing  exercise.  Either 
way  you  will  be  armed  with  infonnation  you 
need  when  you  discuss  with  your  doctor  the  best 
way  for  you  to  care  for  your  bones.  Since  we 
are  here  to  help  all  veterans,  your  husband-vet- 
erans or  male  veteran  friends  are  welcome  to 
attend  and  to  be  tested  too. 

Specialized  tests  called  bone  density  tests  can 
measure  bone  density  in  various  sites  of  the  body. 
A  bone  density  test  can:  ( 1 )  detect  osteoporosis 
before  a  fracture  occurs;  (2)  predict  your  chances 
of  fracturing  in  the  ftiture;  and,  (3)  detennine 


your  rate  of  bone  loss  and/or  monitor  the  eflFects  of 
treatment  if  tlie  test  is  conducted  at  intervals  of  a 
year  or  more 

By  about  age  20,  the  average  woman  has  acquired 
98%  of  her  skeletal  mass.  Building  strong  bones 
during  childliood  and  adolescence  can  be  the  best 
defense  against  developing  osteoporosis  later  A 
comprehensive  program  that  can  help  prevent  os- 
teoporosis includes: 

•  A  balanced  diet  rich  in  calcium  and  vitamin  D 

•  Weight-bearing  exercise 

•  A  healthy  lifestyle  with  no  smoking  and  limi- 
ted alcohol  intake,  and 

•  Bone  density  testing  and  medication  when  ap- 

propriate 

Testing  bones  with  ultrasound  is  safe,  reliable, 
painless,  and  convenient  as  in  photo  below.  For 
more  infonnation  on  the  bone  density  screening, 
see  chart  above  for  details.  ♦♦♦ 


Free  Osteoporosis  Screening 

A  simple,  accurate  bone  density  screen 
will  be  provided  from  2  .m.  to  6  p.m.  at 
the  following  VA  outpatient  clinics, 
walk-ins  are  welcome,  but  to  avoid 
waiting,  please  call  the  clinic  contact 
person  to  schedule  an  appointment. 

June  20  June  22 

Lowell  OPC  FraiTiinghaiTi  OPC 

1 30  Marshal!  Rd.  6 !  Lincoln  SL 

Lowell,  MA  Fnuningliam,  MA 

(978)  67 1 -9000  ( 508)628-0205 

Contact:  Ellen  Quigley  Contact:  Brian  Judge 


June  21 

Worcester  OPC 
605  Lincoln  Sl 
Worcester,  MA 
(508)856^104  x7023 
Contact  Ed  O'Connell 


June  26 

HavcTiiillOPC 
140  LiiKoln  Ave. 
Haveriiill,MA 
(978)372-5207 
Contact:  Dennis 

Balencourt 


Additional  services  and  infonnation 
will  be  available:  VA  Healthcare  eligi- 
bility infonnation  and  registration.  Fed- 
eral and  State  Veterans'  benefits,  and 
information  on  additional  women's 
health  issues. 

♦  ♦♦ 


VAWOMENVETERANS' 
CLINIC  OPENS 

The  Women  Veterans  Health  Cen- 
ter of  the  Boston  VA  Healthcare 
System  announces  the  opening  of  a 
Women's  Clinic  on  the  first  Thursday  of 
each  month  at  the  Framingham  Commu- 
nity Based  Outpatient  Clinic  at  61  Lincoln 
Street  in  Framingham.  Services  include  a 
well-woman  clinic:  routine  gynecology 
and  preventive  medicine  and  will  be 
staffed  by  Sue  Caloggero,  Nurse  Practitio- 
ner and  Pat  Robinson,  LICSW,  Women 
Veterans'  Coordinator.  This  service  aug- 
ments the  existing  comprehensive  medi- 
cal and  mental  health  services  for  women 
veterans  at  the  Jamaica  Plain  Campus  of 
the  Boston  Healthcare  System  located  at 
150  South  Huntington  Avenue  in  Jamaica 
Plain.  The  Framingham  Clinic  also  offers 
primary  and  preventive  care  and  referral 
for  specialty  care  five  days  per  week. 

For  more  infonnation  call  (617)  232-9500, 
X  4 1 20.  To  schedule  an  appointment  or  for 
directions  call  (508)  628-0205. 


LOOKING  AT  THE  LAW 

By  John  Corey,  General  Counsel 


The  House's  2001  FY  budget  includes  outside  sections  that  will  correct  a 
longstanding  inequity  in  the  minds  of  many  and  provide  property  tax  relief  for 
surviving  spouses  of  certain  veterans.  The  outside  sections,  which  are  the  bud- 
get language  of  a  bill  first  proposed  by  Senator  Cheryl  Jacques,  (Democrat)  one  of  the 
up  and  coming  Senators,  amends  M.G.L.  ch.  59,  §  5,  clauses  22A,  22B,  22C  and  22E. 

Under  the  current  law,  ch.  59,  §  5  clause  22  (d),  surviving  spouses  of  those  veterans 
described  in  clauses  22A,  22B.  22C  and  22E,  are  limited  to  a  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollar  annual  real  estate  tax  abatement.  Instead  of  receiving  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, as  called  for  by  clause  22(d)  of  ch.  59,  §  5,  the  surviving  spouses  will  receive  the 
same  real  estate  abatement  as  their  veteran  spouse  received  while  living.  The  surviving 
spouse  will  be  eligible  for  the  abatement  so  long  as  they  remain  unmarried. 

Senator  Jacques  sought  and  received  the  support  of  Tom  Kelley,  the  Commissioner  of 
Veterans'  Services.  Commissioner  Kelley.  a  recipient  of  the  Medal  of  Honor  from  the 
Vietnam  War,  made  this  particular  legislation  one  of  his  top  priorities  for  the  current 
legislative  session.  Similar  language  has  been  included  in  the  Senate  version  of  the 
budget  and  the  legislation  is  expected  to  pass. 

The  House  budget  also  includes  language  authorizing  Commissioner  Kelley  to  continue 
the  successful  Veterans'  Agents  training  program.  The  training  program,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  David  Dube',  provides  for  comprehensive  training  of  veterans'  agents  in  an  effort 
to  better  advise  and  assist  veterans  and  their  dependents  relative  to  employment,  voca- 
tional or  other  educational  opportunities,  hospitalization,  medical  care,  pensions,  and  other 
veterans'  benefits. 

The  Senate  FY  2001  budget  has  included  language,  which  would  provide  fundamental 
life  necessities,  namely,  food,  clothing,  shelter  and  medical  care  to  those  veterans  who 
served  during  "peacetime".  Under  the  present  law,  only  veterans  whose  active  duty  ser- 
vice includes  at  least  one  day  of  "wartime"  service,  as  defined  by  M.G.L.  ch.  4,  §  7,  cl.  43, 
are  eligible  for  such  entitlements. 


Veterans  Honor  Ancient  Mariner 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 


O'Brien's  crew  -  code  named  DetZero  - 
was  only  detained  once.  The  Vietnamese 
Colonel  who  conducted  the  interrogation 
ferried  them  home,  then  joined  them  later 
for  dinner.  Anh  Dao  Fairbaim  received  the 
Hero  of  DetZero  Commendation. 

The  People's  Committee  of  the  City  of 
DaNang  has  agreed  to  assist  in  creating  a 
memorial  to  William  Cook  in  the  pristine 
cove  beside  the  old  Fort  on  Son  Tra  penin- 
sula, near  the  Port  of  Tien  Tsa.  Above  the 
proposed  site  of  the  monument  -  on  the 
smooth  peak  of  Monkey  Mountain  -  sit  the 
radar  domes  so  familiar  to  those  who  served 
in  Danang  during  the  Vietnam  conflict. 

The  memorial  is  for  a  US  sailor  who  died 
far  from  home.  It  celebrates  a  single  day 


when  two  nations  —  virtual  strangers,  sepa- 
rated by  culture,  language,  and  half  the 
globe  —  cooperated  in  a  simple  gesture  that 
both  could  understand. 


The  155  year  old  gmn'sile  of  Landsman  Cimk  ihui  m/.v 
located  in  Vietnam  by  veterans  from  Massaclniselts. 


Navy/Marine  Combat  Action 
Ribbon  Announced 

Navy  and  Marine  Corps  veterans 
who  served  in  combat  in  or  after 
World  War  II  are  now  eligible  to  re- 
ceive the  Combat  Action  Ribbon  (CAR). 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Richard  Danzig  has 
recently  authorized  this  award  for  those  who 
served  in  combat,  but  never  received  their 
CAR. 

"At  a  time  when  we  are  focusing  on  the  con- 
tributions of  these  great  Americans,  this 
seems  especially  fitting,"  said  Danzig. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  the  CAR,  veter- 
ans must  have  participated  in  ground  or  sur- 
face combat  after  December  6,  1941,  but 
before  March  I,  1961,  and  cannot  already 
have  been  recognized  for  the  same. 

Navy  Veterans  who  served  during  these 
periods  may  write  directly  to  the  Navy 
Awards  Branch  for  settlement  at:  Chief  of 
Naval  Operations  (N09B33),  200  Navy 
Pentagon,  Washington,  DC  20350-2000. 

The  following  information  must  be  pro- 
vided: 

( 1 )  Standard  Form  1 80  or  a  cover  letter  with 
full  name,  social  security  number,  service 
number  (if  applicable),  period  of  eligibil- 
ity, unit  assigned  at  the  time,  and  mailing 
address. 

(2)  Copy  of  Naval  Personnel  Form  553  or 
Defense  Department  (DD)  Fomi  214/DD 
215  (if  applicable). 

(3)  Any  additional  documentation  (op- 
tional): copies  of  combat  awards;  copies  of 
evaluations;  muster  sheets  or  orders  show- 
ing assignment  to  the  unit  for  the  period 
requested. 

A  special  section  will  handle  these  requests, 
but  no  other  awards  may  be  requested  in 
conjunction  with  the  CAR.  Only  CAR  re- 
quests dated  after  March  15,  2000,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  prescribed  guidance  will 
be  forwarded  to  the  board  for  decision.  Any 
prior  requests  must  be  resubmitted. 

If  a  veteran  cannot  provide  the  required 
documentation,  a  request  for  personal 
record  information  must  be  submitted  to  the 
St.  Louis  Records  Center  before  submitting 
the  request  to  the  Navy  Awards  Board. 
♦  ♦♦ 
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State  Veterans' Memorial  Cemeteries  Update 

by  Boh  McKcan,  Director 


TAPS 

Day  is  done,  gone  the  sun, 
From  the  hills,  from  the  lake. 


From  the  skies. 
All  is  well,  safely  rest, 
God  is  nigh. 

Go  to  sleep,  peaceful  sleep. 
May  the  soldier  or  sailor, 

God  keep. 
On  the  land  or  the  deep. 
Safe  in  sleep. 

Love,  good  night,  must  thou  go. 
When  the  day,  and  the  night 
Need  thee  so? 
All  is  well.  Speedeth  all 
To  their  rest. 

Fades  the  light;  and  afar 
Goeth  day,  and  the  stars 
Shineth  bright, 
Farethee  well;  day  is  gone, 
Night  is  on. 

Thanks  and  praise,  for  our  days, 
'Neath  the  sun,  'neath  the  stars, 
'Neath  the  sky. 
As  we  go,  this  we  know, 
God  is  nigh. 


Agawam: 

The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  is  pleased 
to  announce  that  construction  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery  in  Agaw  am 
is  continuing  at  a  pace  that  should  result  in 
completion  in  late  Fall  2000. 

The  burial  vaults  are  being  installed  and  this  pro- 
cess will  continue  throughout  the  summer 
months.  These  burial  vaults  are  cither  double 
(veteran  &  spouse)  or  single  depth  vaults.  When 
both  husband  and  wife  are  veterans  they  will  be 
aflbrded  single  burial  plots  side  by  side  and  each 
will  have  an  individual  up-right  headstone.  The 
Columbariam  forcremain  nitehe  burials  will  be 
installed  within  the  next  few  months  and  there 
will  be  a  separate  in-ground  burial  field  for 
cremain  burials  as  well. 

RAC  Builders  of  Agawam  began  the  construc- 
tion of  the  buildings.  Their  contract  completion 
date  is  November  14,  2000  without  any  unfore- 
seen delays.  It  is  hoped  that  the  cemetery  will 
be  ready  for  opening  shortly  thereafter. 

Job  postings  for  several  of  the  cemetery  posi- 
tions are  now  in  process.  The  following  posi- 
tions will  be  available:  Cemetery  Manager, 
Maintenance  Working  Foreman,  Administrative 
Secretary,  and  (3)  groundskeepers,  and  all  of 
these  positions  are  subject  to  funding  and  pas- 
sage of  the  State's  fiscal  2001  budget.  DVS 
hopes  to  hire  the  Cemetery  Manager  and  Main- 
tenance Working  Foreman  as  soon  as  possible 
after  July  1*'  All  the  other  positions  will  start  as 
of  October  1,  2000. 

On  Saturday,  April  8,  2000  members  of  the  staff 
(union  &  management)  of  Western  MASS  Elec- 
tric donated  the  materials  and  their  labor  to  in- 
stall the  first  phase  of  electricity  to  the  cemetery. 


This  included  the  poles,  transformers,  and 
entire  wiring  to  tiie  Administration  Building  and 
Committal  Chapel.  Phase  11  will  be  completed 
at  a  later  date  once  the  infrastructure  is  finished. 
This  donation  of  material  and  time  has  resulted 
in  substantial  savings  to  the  Massachusetts  tax- 
payers and  the  Department  offers  its  sincerest 
thanks  for  their  kind  donation. 

The  Department  continues  to  receive  donations 
from  veterans  groups  for  items  not  covered  by 
the  construction  contract. 

Winchendon: 

DVS  is  also  pleased  to  announce  that  on  May  9, 
2000  it  received  formal  notification  that  the  pre- 
approval  of  the  estimate  cost  of  the  grant  for 
construction  of  the  State  Veterans'  Cemetery  in 
Winchendon  in  the  amount  of  $7,270,068.00  has 
been  approved.  The  process  now  moves  to  for- 
mal publication  of  bids  for  an  architectural  and 
engineering  firm  who  will  complete  the  plans 
and  drawing  submittals  from  design  through 
construction.  Upon  completion  of  this  portion 
of  the  process,  a  formal  bid  will  be  prepared  for 
a  general  contractor  who  will  supervise  the 
building  of  the  cemetery.  The  final  grant  from 
the  VA  will  depend  on  the  submittal  of  the  for- 
mal design  development  submissions,  the  final 
construction  documents  (including  both  plans 
and  specifications),  and  the  acceptable  bids  in 
this  portion  of  the  process.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  earliest  construction  will  begin  at  the 
Winchendon  site  is  late  2001. 

The  process  of  transferring  the  land  to  the  Corn- 
monwealth  is  still  on  going.  This  process  re- 
quires a  formal  procedural  time  period  for  pub- 
lic hearings,  submittal  of  documents,  and  for- 
mal review. 


If  you  have  any  questions,  comments,  need  in- 
formation, or  would  like  to  obtain  a  Pre-Regis- 
tration  fomi  or  a  copy  of  any  of  the  job  postings, 
please  call  Robert  McKean,  Director  State  Vet- 
erans' Memorial  Cemeteries  at  (617)  727-3578 
extension  108,  or  Hazel  Pryce,  Program  Admin- 
istrator at  extension  100. 

♦  ♦♦ 


Greetings  from  the  Training  Tent 


As  summer  approaches,  the  tent  is  prepar- 
ing for  DVS's  Third  Annual  Training 
SesThis  training  session  will  be  held  from 
September  19-  21,  2000. 

Listening  to  the  needs  of  Veterans' Agents 
in  the  field,  November  seemed  to  be  a  hec- 
tic month,  so  we  moved  the  session  to  Sep- 
tember. We  also  moved  the  location  for 
the  training  session,  for  the  sake  of  vari- 
ety. The  Holiday  Inn  in  Worcester  has  al- 
ways been  great  and  professionally  ac- 
commodating to  all  of  the  Department's 
needs.  We  are  confident  that  the  Radisson 
in  Milford  will  be  more  than  up  to  the 
challenge!  This  new  location  is  still  cen- 


trally located  and  offers  a  few  more  extra 
amenities  to  assure  another  successful 
training  session.  Registration  will  begin 
on  July  1,  2000. 

In  the  past  month  or  so  we  have  had  at 
least  a  dozen  or  more  new  agents  join  our 
ranks  and  they  are  anxious  to  get  their 
heels  dug  in!  They  have  either  contacted 
or  visited  the  tent  in  order  to  get  their 
positions  off  in  the  right  direction.  We 
are  looking  at  possibly  having  a  certifi- 
cation session  for  these  new  agents  be- 
fore the  September  session.  Every  year 
our  goal  is  to  have  at  least  95%  of  the 
Veterans'  Agents  certified,  assuring  con- 


sistent and  professional  services  assisting 
veterans  and  their  families  throughout  the 
Comrnonwealth. 

The  agenda  for  the  session  is  almost 
complete,  so  if  you  have  any  ideas,  sug- 
gestions or  comments,  now  is  the  time  to 
voice  thein.  Please  submit  your  written 
comments  to  David  Dube,  the  Training  Co- 
ordinator, by  mail,  or  e-mail  address 
Ddube(g!vet.state.iTia.us.  Looking  forward 
to  seeing  you  in  September  and  have  an 
excellent  summer! 

♦  ♦♦ 
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What  Is  An  Ex-Prisoner  of  War? 


Source:  Ex-Pow  Bulletin,  February,  1997 

Wliat  is  an  ex-prisoner  of  war?  To 
some,  the  answer  is  quite  simple. 
It's  a  guy  who  fought  during  the  war. 
was  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  that  ended 
the  war  for  him.  Perhaps  for  some  prisoners 
that  was  true.  However,  getting  to  personally 
know  an  ex-prisoner  of  war  gives  a  different 
and  more  reflective  insight  as  to  who  he  was. 

An  ex-prisoner  was  a  young  man  filled  w  ith  a 
great  sense  of  optimism  and  loyalty  for  his 
country  that  encouraged  him  to  answer  the 
"call."  He  was  an  anny,  navy,  marine  or  air 
force  personnel.  His  greatest  hopes  were  to 
beat  the  enemy,  keep  his  loved  ones  back 
home  safe  and  free,  return  to  his  country,  and 
continue  life  as  he  had  left  it. 

After  training  sessions,  he  was  shipped  over- 
seas to  different  theaters  of  combat  in  strange 
and  mysterious  countries.  At  first,  he  was 
looking  forward  to  seeing  the  places  he  had 
read  about  in  school  and  library  books.  \\'ith 
a  rude  awakening,  he  found  himself  forget- 
ting frivolous  adventure  and  began  concen- 
trating on  the  immediate  need  of  learning  to 
survive.  His  instinct  was  to  save  his  life  as 
well  as  that  of  his  buddy.  He  may  be  a  less 
fortunate  one  who  lost  limbs  or  parts  of  them 
or  perhaps  his  eyesight. 

He  was  a  young  man  plunged  into  a  hell,  mak- 
ing him  come  to  ternis  with  his  fears  and  af- 
flictions. He  was  always  in  doubt  whether  he 
would  survive  while  at  the  mercy  of  his  cap- 
tors. He  endured  beatings.  star\  ation,  surgery 
without  anesthetic,  cruelties  beyond  imagina- 
tion and  perhaps  even  more  painful,  the  strip- 
ping of  his  innocence,  dignity  and  youth.  He 
weighed  about  1 75  pounds  when  first  interned 
and  95  pounds  when  repatriated.  During  cap- 
tivity, he  fought  a  war  perhaps  far  greater  and 
more  treacherous  than  a  soldier  in  the  field  of 
action,  because  his  war  was  done  in  secret 
behind  the  back  of  the  enemy  that  was  facing 
and  forcing  him  to  be  submissive.  If  dis- 
covered, his  life  would  be  taken.  All  his 
thoughts  were  of  helping  his  country  win. 
Making  radio  parts  and  weapons  from  trash 
he  found,  his  objective  was  to  contact  the  Al- 
lies and  infonn  them.  He  connived  around 
guards  to  get  information  about  the  military 
advances.  He  hoarded  some  of  his  small  ra- 
tion of  food,  in  case  escaping  became  pos- 
sible. He  became  a  caretaker  for  his  fellow 
prisoner  But  most  of  all.  he  kept  his  silence 
and  didn't  give  in  when  the  enemy  tortured 
him  for  infonnation. 

After  liberation,  he  thought  his  troubles  would 
be  over,  but  discovered  everyday  living  would 


become  a  different  kind  of  war  This  war 
w  ould  be  consuming  of  his  energies  while  try- 
ing to  resume  life  as  he  had  left  it.  He  would 
find  himself  retreating  from  reality  by  occa- 
sionally drinking  himself  into  a  stupor,  trying 
to  forget  by  burying  into  the  recesses  of  his 
mind  what  he  had  seen  and  been  forced  to  do. 

If  he  was  married  before  leaving  for  combat, 
his  wife  soon  found  he  came  back  a  different 
man  with  a  new  personality  and  different 
moods. 

If  he  was  single,  he  eventually  married,  hop- 
ing life  would  become  what  he  always 
dreamed  about.  But  his  war  dreams  would 
always  be  with  him. 

After  many  years  of  his  internal  war,  it  still 
rages  on  in  his  soul.  He  has  now  come  to 
terms,  knowing  this  war  will  last  to  his  final 
breath. 

An  ex-prisoner  of  war  was  an  enthusiastic 
young  man  who  fought  in  a  war  and,  as  an 
older  man,  continues  to  fight  it  in  his  mind. 


Wanted: 
World  War  II  Letters 

World  War  II  Letters  by  Walter  cronkite,  is  a 
collection  of  letters  from  soldiers  to  the 
friends  and  families  back  home.  World  War  II 
Letters  is  aimed  at  capturing  the  wr  as  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  its  participants  around 
the  world.  Do  you  have  any  letters  of  fam- 
ily members,  friends  or  your  own  that  you'd 
be  willing  to  share?  If  so,  waiter  cronkite 
an  bill  Adler  books.  Inc.  would  love  to  in- 
clude them  in  the  book.  A  web  site  for  Mr. 
Cronkite's  book  has  been  set  up  at 
w  ww.adl  erbooks.com  ^vwii  letters,  html 
where  you  can  find  out  more  about  the 
project. 

To  use  the  reliable  original  style  of  mail, 
you  may  contact  Adler  &  Robin  Books.  Inc. 
at  the  address  or  phone  number  below: 

Ms.  Tracy  Quinn 

Adler  &  Robin  Books,  Inc. 

3000  Connecticut  Avenue,  NW 

Washington,  DC  20008 

202-986-9275 

Fax:  202-986-9485 

tquinnrg  adlerbooks.com 


The  Final  Inspection 

The  soldier  stood  and  faced  God 
Which  must  always  come  to  pass 
He  hoped  his  shoes  were  shining 
Just  as  brightly  as  his  brass. 

"Step  forward  now,  you  soldier. 

How  shall  1  deal  with  you? 
Have  you  always  turned  the  other 
cheek? 

To  My  Church  have  you  been  true?" 

The  soldier  squared  his  shoulders  and 

said,  "No,  Lord,  1  guess  I  ain't 
Because  those  of  us  who  carry  guns 
Can't  always  be  a  saint. 

I've  had  to  work  most  Sundays 
And  at  times  my  talk  was  tough, 
And  sometimes  I've  been  violent. 
Because  the  world  is  awfully  rough. 

But,  I  never  took  a  penny 
That  wasn't  mine  to  keep... 
Though  I  worked  a  lot  of  overtime 
When  the  bills  got  just  too  steep. 

And  I  never  passed  a  cry  for  help, 
Though  at  times  I  shook  with  fear. 
And  sometimes,  God  forgive  me, 
I've  wept  unmanly  tears. 

I  know  I  don't  deserve  a  place 

Among  the  people  here, 
They  never  wanted  me  around 
Except  to  calin  their  fears. 

If  you've  a  place  for  me  here,  Lord, 

It  needn't  be  so  grand, 
1  never  expected  or  had  too  much, 
But  if  you  don't,  I'll  understand." 

There  was  a  silence  all  around 

the  throne 
Where  the  saints  had  often  trod 
As  the  soldier  waited  quietly. 
For  the  judgincnt  of  his  God, 

"Step  forward  now.  you  soldier. 
You've  borne  your  burdens  well, 
Walk  peacefully  on  Heaven's  streets. 
You've  done  your  time  in  Hell." 

To  ALL  THAT  SERVED! 
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From  the  Joiner  Center  at  UMass-Boston 

Task  Force  Pushes  Implementation  of  PL  106-50 


Disahlcd  veterans  and  veterans  en- 
gaged in  a  small  business  effort 
should  become  familiar  with  Public 
Law  106-50,  the  Veterans  Entrepreneurship 
and  Small  Business  Development  Act  of  1999, 
which  was  passed  by  the  Congress  and  signed 
by  the  President  on  August  17,  1999.  In  my 
judgement  this  is  the  most  significant  piece 
of  federal  legislation  impacting  veterans  since 
the  GI  Bill  of  WWII.  It  has  numerous  provi- 
sions in  its  seven  Titles,  including  the  estab- 
lishment of  veterans'  business  development 
corporation,  provisions  for  technical  and  fi- 
nancial assistance  to  veterans,  reports  and  data 
collection,  and  federal  contract  procurement 
assistance. 

This  law  was  sponsored  by  Congressman 
James  M.  Talent  of  Missouri  and  received  bi- 
partisan support  in  both  the  House  and  the 
Senate.  The  office  of  Senator  Kerry,  who 
serves  as  the  Ranking  Member  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Small  Business,  was  particu- 
larly helpful  in  getting  cooperation  from 
Democrats  in  a  contentious  Congress.  The 
driving  constituent  force  behind  the  scenes 
getting  the  work  done  with  the  various  Con- 
gressional staff  persons  consisted  of  particu- 
lar individual  advocates  and  virtually  all  the 
various  veterans  and  military  service  organi- 
zations. These  organizations  came  together 
and  fonned  the  Task  Force  on  Veterans  En- 
trepreneurship. 

This  law  provides  for  a  government  wide  goal 
3%  on  an  annual  basis  of  the  total  value  in  all 
federal  primes  and  subcontract  opportunities 
for  compensated  disabled  veterans  engaged 
in  a  small  business.  By  my  rough  estimate 
calculations  this  comes  to  roughly  six  billion 


dollars  annually.  The  calculations  are  based 
on  the  fact  that  the  total  in  federal  contracting 
is  approximately  S200  billion.  It  also  assumes 
that  the  numbers  of  disabled  veterans  involved 
in  a  small  business  enterprise  are  distributed 
in  the  same  proportionate  fashion  across  the 
states,  and  that  they  are,  or  are  able  to,  en- 
gage in  procurement  opportunities.  With 
those  caveats  in  mind,  the  Massachusetts' 
"share"  would  come  to  some  $135  million  in 
procurement  opportunities. 

1  urge  all  the  Veterans'  Agents  in  the  Com- 
monwealth to  secure  a  copy  of  the  law  and 
seek  to  inform  veterans  in  their  respective 
communities.  The  Task  Force  on  Veterans 
Entrepreneurship  has  been  working  very  hard 
to  ensure  that  all  the  provisions  and  regula- 
tions of  PL  106-50  are  properly  constructed 
and  implemented.  For  example,  the  law  re- 
quires presidential  appointments  to  the  De- 
velopment Corporation,  as  well  as  fiscal  ap- 
propriations for  the  implementation  of  the 
corporation.  These  are  just  two  of  the  more 
important  pieces  the  task  force  has  been  ad- 
vocating for.  The  stakes  are  very  high.  Veter- 
ans should  not  leave  anything  to  chance  in  this 
matter. 

Dr.  Paul  R.  Camacho 
Director  of  Special  Projects 
The  William  Joiner  Center 
University  of  Massachusetts  Boston 
100  Morrissey  Blvd. 
Boston,  MA  02125-3393 
(617) 287-5853  voice 
(617)  287-5855  fax 
paul.camachofaumb.edu 
♦♦♦ 


VETS  HELP 
EASTER  SEALS 


Brcnnan  Sri s irk  ill  is  i^iveii  a  clurk  for  Easier 
Seiilsfivm  Joseph  Ruposu,  a  resident  of  ihe  New 
Bedforil  Veterans  Transition  Housing  Program. 

Joseph  Raposa,  a  resident  of  the  New  Bedford  Veter- 
ans Transition  Housing  Program,  recently  presented 
a  check  to  8  year  old  Brennan  Srisirikul  of  Fairhaven 
for  Easter  Seals.  Brennan  is  an  active  participant  in 
the  Easter  Seals  swimming  and  camping  programs. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Raposa,  the  48  residents  at  the 
Veterans  Transition  House  recycled  soda  cans  resulting 
in  this  gift  to  Easter  Seals. 

The  Southeastern  Massachusetts  Veterans  Housing  Pro- 
gram was  founded  1 0  years  ago  by  a  group  of  Vietnam 
Era  Veterans.  The  motto  of  the  group  is  "A  hand  up,  not 
a  hand  out!"  Tlie  facility  houses  48  residents  and  in  the 
past  three  years,  tlirough  tlie  diligent  efforts  of  Veterans 
Transition  House  Board,  two  Graduate  Houses  were  es- 
tablished for  eligible  residents  who  have  successfiilly 
completed  the  Veterans  Transition  Housing  Program.  For 
fiirther  infomiation  on  tliis  program,  please  call  (508) 
992-53 1 3  and  for  infomiation  on  Easter  Seals  services 
call  (800)  922-8290. 

♦  ♦♦ 


HONORING  NAVAL  VETERANS 


Source:  Navy  Log  Press  Release 

The  U.S.  Navy  Memorial  Foundation 
in  Washington,  D.C.  is  encouraging 
all  naval  service  personnel  of  the 
Navy,  Coast  Guard,  Marines  and  Merchant 
Marine,  active  service  or  veterans  to  enroll  in 
the  Navy  Log  in  Washington,  D.C. 
The  Log  has  thus  far  collected  names  and  ser- 
vice information  of  245,000  present  and 
former  naval  personnel.  Most  of  the  names 
are  of  living  persons  self  enrolled  or  by  gift 
tributes  from  friends  or  families  but  a  large 
number  are  of  deceased  veterans  enrolled  in 
the  Log  by  their  descendants  or  by  surviving 
shipmates.  All  enrollments  form  a  part  of 
America's  enduring  naval  heritage,  a  perma- 
nent and  publicly  accessible  video  register 
available  for  viewing  at  the  Naval  Heritage 
Center  next  to  the  Memorial  on  Pennsylva- 


nia Avenue,  midway  between  the  White  House 
and  the  Capitol,  or  on  the  Meinorial's  Inter- 
net web  site,  www. lonesai lor.org . 

Each  Log  entry  contains  the  entrant's  name, 
date  and  place  of  birth,  dates  and  branch  of 
naval  service,  highest  rate  or  rank  attained, 
up  to  five  top  medals  and  awards  and  five  duty 
stations.  Log  enrollments  help  support  the 
Metnorial's  values  based  educational  pro- 
grams, which  honor,  preserve  and  celebrate 
America's  enduring  naval  heritage. 

Navy,  Marine  Corps,  Coast  Guard  or  Mer- 
chant Marine  active  service  or  veteran  desir- 
ing to  enroll  should  send  his  or  her  name,  date 
and  place  of  birth,  dates  of  naval  service,  high- 
est rate  or  rank,  up  to  five  awards  received 


and  five  duty  stations  served  accompanied  by 
a  $25  tax  deductible  enrollment  donation  to 
Navy  Log  Dept  Y2000,  P.  O.  Box  96570, 
Washington,  DC  20077-7685.  A  head  and 
shoulders  portrait  photo  may  be  added  for  an 
additional  $25  (photos  cannot  be  returned). 
Enrolltnents  tnake  welcome  gifts  to  veterans. 
Sponsored  enrollments  are  also  sought  from 
relatives  of  deceased  naval  veterans. 

The  Navy  Memorial  Foundation  is  a  non- 
profit, tax-exeiTipt  organization  that  receives 
no  goveminent  support  for  building  and  op- 
erating the  Navy  Memorial  and  adjoining 
Naval  Heritage  Center.  Media  contact:  Jann 
Hoag  (202)  737-2300.  extension  714. 

♦  ♦♦ 
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MEET  THE  STAFF 


The  focus  of  the  DVS  Meet  the  Staff  this  quarter  is  Den- 
nis M.  O'Brien,  former  marine  and  Vietnam  veteran,  who 
has  been  employed  by  the  Department  for  20  years.  He 
has  been  a  very  active  participant  in  all  veterans  '  causes. 
DVS  staff  would  like  to  extend  their  congratulations  to 
Dennis.  The  following  press  release  will  give  you  some 
insight  into  the  world  of  Dennis  O  'Brien: 

PRESS  RELEASE 

from  the  Small  Business  Administration 


Dennis  M.  O'Brien,  Veterans'  Services 
Authorizcr  for  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services,  has 
been  named  Year  2000  Massachusetts  Small 
Business  Veteran  Advocate  by  the  U.S.  Small 
Business  Administration  (SBA)  according  to 
an  announcement  made  today  by  Elaine  F. 
Guiney,  Massachusetts  SBA  Director. 

"Mr.  O'Brien  represents  the  finest  advocacy 
voice  for  entrepreneurially-inclined  veterans 
in  Massachusetts,"  said  Guiney.  "His  work 
organizing  training  and  outreach  programs  for 
veterans  has  been  especially  impressive,"  she 
added. 

The  Veteran  Small  Business  Advocate  Award 
is  presented  annually  to  an  individual  who  has 


fulfilled  a  commitment  to  advancing  small  busi- 
ness opportunities  for  U.S.  Armed  Forces 
veterans. 

"Mr.  O'Brien  has  been  an  advocate  in  the 
veteran  community  of  Massachusetts  since 
1 973  when  he  was  one  of  the  original  founders 
of  the  Veterans  Student  Union  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Massachusetts/Boston.  Since  that  time, 
he  has  been  instrumental  in  developing  the 
Veterans  Small  Business  Development  and 
Veterans'  Small  Business  Outreach  Program  at 
the  Department  of  Veterans'  Services.  Accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Paul  R.  Camacho,  Director  of  Spe- 
cial Projects  at  The  William  Joiner  Center  for 
the  Study  of  War  and  Social  Consequences  at 
Umass/Boston,  "O'Brien  is  one  of  the  most 
experienced  veterans  advocates  in  the  state.  He 
can  attack  issues  with  both  a  top  down  and 
bottom  up  strategy,"  he  said. 

O'Brien  was  honored  as  the  Year  2000  Massa- 
chusetts Small  Business  Advocate  at  an  awards 
luncheon  at  the  Seaport  Hotel  at  the  World 
Trade  Center,  Boston,  on  June  5,  2000. 

♦  ♦♦ 


Love  Stories: 
Romances  of  World  War  II 

Love  Stories:  Romances  of  World  War  II 

by  Larry  King,  will  be  a  collection  of 
stories  of  romance,  of  love  lost  or  found, 
and  overcome  by  obstacles.  Do  you  or 
your  family  members  have  a  story  to  tell 
about  a  World  War  II  romance?  Perhaps 
you  have  a  story  about  your  parents  and 
how  they  met  and  married  in  those  diffi- 
cult times?  Larry  King,  or  an  associ- 
ate, will  be  following  up  w  ith  interviews. 
More  information  may  be  found  at: 
ww^w.adlcrbooks.com/lovcstories.html 

To  use  the  reliable  original  style  of  mail, 
you  may  contact  Adier  &  Robin  Books, 
Inc.  at  the  address  or  phone  number 
below: 

Ms.  Tracy  Quinn 
Adler  &  Robin  Books,  Inc. 
3000  Connecticut  Avenue,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20008 
202-986-9275 
Fax:  202-986-9485 
tquinnraadlerbooks.com 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Serv  ices 

239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 14 
Telephone:  (617)  727-3578 
Facsimile:  (617)  727-5903 
Internet:  httn://www.state.ma.us/veterans/ 
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EDWARD  SQUAZZA  LANE  UNVEILED 

Edward  Squazza  donated  61 
acres  of  land  to  the  Common- 
wealth for  use  as  the  First  State 
Veterans'  Cemetery  in  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  Squazza,  now  in  his  eighties, 
wanted  to  do  something  special  for 
veterans,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
during  the  war,  he  was  exempt  from 
entering  the  service  because  of  his 
occupation  as  a  farmer.  The  donation, 
worth  one  million  dollars,  was  the 
catalyst  that  assisted  the  Department 
of  Veterans'  Services  to  proceed  and 
obtain  a  Federal  Veterans'  Admin- 
istration Grant  through  the  State 
Cemetery  Grants  Service  in  the 
amount  of  $6.8  million  for  con- 
struction. 

On  Wednesday  August  30,  2000  at 
8:00  a.m.,  Edward  Squazza  revisited 
the  site  that  was  once  his  farmland. 


DVS  Commissioner  Tom  Kelley  unveils  new  sign  post  at  the  State  Veterans' 
Cemetery  in  Agawam  for  Edward  Squazza  Lane  as  Mr  Squazza  and  others 
watch. 
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The  Department  of  Veterans'  Services 
named  a  road  in  honor  of  Mr. 
Squazza.  The  street  is  the  cortege 
road,  which  every  frineral  procession 
will  travel  over  on  the  way  to  the  en- 
trance to  the  committal  chapel. 

With  a  small  group  of  onlookers. 
Commissioner  Tom  Kelley  of  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services  unveiled  the  street 
sign.  Edward  Squazza  was  so 
appreciative  of  the  department's 
gesture. 

Along  with  guests  of  Mr.  Squazza, 
dignitaries  that  attended  were  Liz 
Theriault,  a  representative  of  Gover- 
nor Ceilucci 's  Office,  State  Senator 
Linda  Melconian,  State  Repre- 
sentative Dan  Keenan,  Agawam 
Mayor  Richard  Cohen,  former 
Agawam  Veterans'  Agent  Ruth 
Bitzas,  current  Agawam  Veterans' 
Agent  Edward  Kellogg,  Director  of 
State  Veterans'  Cemeteries  Robert 


McKean,  and  Agawam  Cemetery 
Manager  Gary  Winn. 

For  further  information  regarding 
the  cemetery,  please  contact  Robert 
McKean,  Director,  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services,  239  Causeway 
Street,  Suite  100,  Boston,  MA 
02114  at  (617)  727-3578,  extension 
108  or  Hazel  Pryce,  Program 
Director,  extension  100.  You  can 
also  get  information  on  the 

Department's  website  at 

www  .state. ma. us  \  ctcrans/. 


Mr  Squazza,  center,  admires  the  new 
street  sign  with  his  name  at  the 
Agawam  State  Cemetery. 


COMMISSIONER 'S  PA  GE 


Fellow  Veterans, 

I  have  just  returned  from  the 
annual  meeting  of  state  veterans' 
service  commissioners/directors, 
and  as  usual,  it  reinforced  my 
belief  that  we  in  Massachusetts 
lead  the  nation  in  taking  care  of 
veterans.  No  other  state  has  the 
STATE  programs  that  we 
have. .  .programs,  which  were  put 
into  place  for  the  most  part  after 
World  War  II  by  elected  officials 
who,  for  the  most  part,  were 
veterans.  They  wanted  to  leave 
their  mark  with  programs  which 
would  recognize  the  noble  service 
of  their  fellow  veterans  (especially 
those  less  fortunate  than 
themselves)  and  their  families. 
What  was  started  more  than  fifty 
years  ago  has  only  gotten  better. 
In  my  opinion,  the  key  to  our 
success  is  that  our  program  is  truly 
local  and  grass  roots.  The 
Veterans'  Service  Officers  in  each 
of  the  35 1  cities  and  towns  of  the 
Commonwealth  are  the  linchpins 
of  our  program  and  the  main 
reason  for  its  success.  I  feel 
doubly  blessed,  both  as  a  veteran 
and  as  the  person  entrusted  to 
provide  service  to  each  of  the 
more  than  half  a  million  veterans 
across  Massachusetts. 

The  Massachusetts  Vietnam 
Veterans'  Memorial  is  starting  to 
take  shape  in  Green  Hill  Park, 
Worcester.  We  expect  to  award  a 


constRiction  contract  for  the 
memorial  in  the  next  couple  of 
months,  and  are  planning  to 
dedicate  it  in  the  spring  of  200 1 . 
The  memorial  will  be  built  with 
public  fijnds,  but  we  are  now 
trying  to  augment  those  fiands 
with  private  and  corporate 
donations  in  order  to  put  the 
finishing  touches  on  the  site,  to 
allow  for  perpetual  maintenance, 
and  to  cover  the  dedication 
ceremony.  1  am  asking  for  the 
support  of  veterans'  organizations 
and  individual  veterans  to 
contribute,  in  the  fonn  of  money 
or  in-kind  labor  or  materials. 
Donations  should  be  sent  to  the 
Vietnam  Veterans'  Memorial 
Committee,  (a  registered  non- 
profit organization),  c/o 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services, 
City  Hall,  Worcester,  MA  01608. 

More  about  the  Memorial. . .  there 
will  be  a  "Place  of  Names"  which 
will  include  the  names,  engraved 
in  granite,  of  those  who  made  the 
ultimate  sacrifice  in  Vietnam.  We 
are  compiling  the  list  and  will  be 
distributing  it  for  verification  and 
validation  to  the  veterans'  service 
officers  in  each  municipality. 
Also,  there  will  be  a  "Place  of 
Words"  which  will  include 
excerpts  from  letters  written  home 
by  our  fallen  warriors.  We  are 
asking  for  assistance  from  the 
Gold  Star  families  of 
Massachusetts  to  allow  us  to  share 
these  precious  words  with  all  the 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  with  those  who  come  to  visit 
the  Memorial. 

Finally,  as  we  draw  near  to 
Veterans'  Day,  let's  try  to  let  all 
our  fellow  citizens,  veteran  and 
non-veteran,  old  and  young,  know 
about  the  meaning  of  serving 
one's  country  in  time  of  need, 
particularly  in  war,  but  also  in 
times  of  relative  peace  when  so 
many  need  our  help. 

♦  ♦♦ 


COLD  WAR  CERTIFICATES 
BACKLOGGED 

The  Army,  which  is  responsible  for 
issuing  the  Cold  War  Certificates, 
has  annoiuiced  tliat  tlierc  is  a  backlog 
of  over  100,000  applications. 

The  certificates  were  created  by  a 
congressional  mandate,  and  are  available  for 
all  who  served  in  the  Anned  Forces  as  an 
active  or  reserve  member  between 
September  2, 1 945  and  December  26, 1 99 1 . 
Civilian  employees  of  the  United  States 
govemment  are  also  eligible. 

Requests  for  the  certificate  can  be  made  by 
mail  or  fax.  A  copy  of  the  supporting 
documentation  must  accompany  a  letter 
stating  that  the  applicant  served  "faithftilly 
and  honorably,'  as  these  are  key  words 
required  by  law.  Tliis  documentation  can 
be  a  military  leave  and  earnings  statement, 
a  DD-214/discharge,  or  other  govemment 
documents  listing  the  applicant's  name, 
proof  of  employment  during  the  Cold  War 
and  a  Social  Security,  military  service,  or 
foreign  service  identification  number. 

Mail  requests  can  be  sent  to:  Commander, 
Personnel  Command,  Cold  War 
Recognition,  Hoffman  11,  ATTN:  TAPC- 
CWRS,  3N45,  200  Stovali  Street, 
Alexandria,  VA  22332-0473.  The  fax 
number  for  submitting  requests  is  (800) 
723-9262. 

♦  ♦♦ 

China  War  Memorial  Medal 

The  China  War  Memorial  Medal,  or 
the  K'ang-Chan-Nien  Chang  as  the 
medal  is  known  in  Chinese.  It  is 
known  as  the  "Lost"  medal,  because  it  was 
generally  overlooked  in  the  confUsion  of 
Japan's  surrender  and  getting  troops  home. 
The  Chinese  Govemment  (ROC)  at  the  end 
of  WWII,  and  circular  166,  U.S.  Force  dtd. 
29  September  1945  authorized  the 
decoration.  Contact  Liang  Ping-Sheng, 
Director,  Major  General,  The  Coordination 
Council  for  North  American  Affairs,  4201 
Wisconsin  Avenue  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20016. 

The  medal  is  available  to  anyone  who  served 

in  the  Anned  Forces  between  December  7, 

1941  and  September  29,  1945.  When 

applying  for  the  medal,  send  a  copy  of  your 

DD2 1 4/Discharge,  CSC  or  other  documents 

that  would  prove  the  validity  of  the  claim. 
♦  ♦♦ 
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Women^s  Network 


GOVERNOR  S  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  LUNCHEON  OCTOBER  15th 


This  year's  Governor's  Advisory 
Committee  on  Women  Veterans 
Luncheon  will  be  held  on 
Sunday,  October  15"',  at  Lombardo's 
in  Randolph,  if  you  have  not  already 
purchased  your  tickets  for  the 
Governor's  Advisory  Committee 
Luncheon,  and  plan  to  attend,  you 
must  do  so  as  soon  as  possible!  The 
deadline  to  purchase  tickets  is 
October  7"',  2000. 

The  Health  Fair  will  start  at  1 1 :00 
a.m.,  and  the  Luncheon  will  begin  at 
12:00  noon.  This  year's  speaker  is 
Linda  Dean  Campbell  a  fornier  U.S. 
Anny  Paratrooper  who  served  as 
Chief  of  an  intelligence  unit  assigned 
to  provide  the  Commander  of  the  1 8th 
Airborne  Corps,  the  Army's 
component  of  the  Rapid  Deployment 
Force,  with  minute-by-minute 
intelligence.  She  grew  up  in  the  North 
Andover  and  Methuen  area.  She 
received  an  ROTC  Scholarship  and 
attended  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  Amherst.  She 
completed  two  tours  of  duty  in 
Stuttgart,  Germany  and  later  was 
stationed  at  Fort  Bragg  after  attending 


Commissioner  Kelley  shakes  hands 
with  Joan  Furey,  Director  of  the  VA 
Center  for  Women  Veterans  in  Wash- 
ington, DC  at  last  year's  Governor's 
Advisory  Committee  Meeting. 

parachute  school.  Her  current 
assignments  include  being  a  wife  and 
mother,  and  serving  on  the  Methuen 
City  Council. 

As  in  the  past,  there  will  be  the  ever- 
popular  raffles  and  jewelry  sales. 
Please  plan  to  attend  and  make  your 
reservations  soon!  This  is  a  great 
opportunity  to  meet  other  women 
veterans  and  find  out  about  available 


services  and  programs  as  well  as  to 
have  an  enjoyable  afternoon.  Wear 
your  unifomi  or  hat  if  you  would  like! 
Plan  to  join  us  for  a  great  time! 

Lombardo's  is  located  directly  off 
Route  128,  at  Exit  5 A  on  Route  28. 
If  you  desire  to  purchase  tickets  after 
the  October  7"'  deadline,  you  must 
contact  Betty  Victorine  or  Frances 
Tobin  directly.  Tickets  for  the 
luncheon  are  $18,  and  can  be 
purchased  through  one  of  the  listed 
Advisory  Committee  members  below. 

Betty  Victorine 

238  Elm  Street 

North  Easton,  MA  02356 

e-mail:  bettyvicfewebtv.net 

(508) 238-8812 

Frances  Tobin 
380  Truman  Hgwy 
Milton,  MA  02186 
(617)333-0340 

Bemice  Ethier 
lOMontello  Street 
Brockton,  MA  02301 
(508)  588-4397 
♦  ♦  ♦ 


Free  Osteoporosis  Screening 
November  2 

Osteoporosis  is  a  bone  disease  resulting 
in  brittle  and  fragile  bones. 

•  Between  40-56%  of  women  over  the  age 
of  50  have  an  abnormally  low  bone  density 
that  can  lead  to  osteoporosis. 

•  Early  detection  and  treatment  of  low  bone 
density  can  prevent  fractures  and 
complications. 

A  simple  bone  density  screen  of  your  heel 
will  be  provided  on  November  2  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Walk-ins  are  welcome, 
but  to  avoid  waiting,  please  call  the  clinic 
contact  person  to  schedule  an  appointment. 

Quincy  Community  Based  Outpatient  Clinic 
Quincy  Hospital 
114WTiitweU  Street 
Quincy,  MA 

Contact  person:  Pat  Robinson 
(6 1 7)  232-9500,  extension  4 1 20 

*For  the  sake  of  convenience  and  time,  please 
wear  socks,  anklets  or  knee-high  stockings. 
Pantyhose  will  have  to  be  removed 
♦  ♦  ♦ 


VA  Luncheon/Health  Fair  Program  November  6th 

The  Boston  VA  Healthcare  System  (Women  Veterans'  Healthcare 
Programs)  will  host  a  Luncheon  with  Speakers,  Presentations  and  a 
Health  Fair  for  women  veterans  and  their  guests  on  Monday, 
November  6"^,  2000,  fi-om  10:00  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m.  at  the  USS  Jacob  Jones 
VFW  Post  2017,  Eastem  Avenue,  Dedham,  MA. 

Brigadier  General  Wilma  Vaught,  USAF  (Ret.)  is  the  keynote  speaker.  She 
is  one  of  the  most  decorated  military  women  in  U.S.  history.  Senator  Jo  Ann 
Sprague  (Walpole),  one  of  only  two  women  veterans  in  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  and  a  member  of  the  WACs,  Bay  State  Chapter  14,  is  the  special 
invited  guest. 

Seating  is  limited  for  this  exciting  Program  and  will  only  be  guaranteed  with 
a  paid  reservation  by  October  23"^.  The  cost  of  the  luncheon  is  $  1 2.00.  For 
more  information,  please  contact  the  Co-Chairpersons  of  this  event:  Diane 
Hamess-DiGloria,  RNP,  Women  Veterans  Program  Manager  at  (508)  583- 
4500,  ext.  1435,  and  Jeri  Rumsis  at  (617)  323-7700,  ext.  5115.  ♦♦♦ 


NOTE: 

Thanks  to  your  outstanding  response,  there  will  be  a  Second  Annual  Informational 
Workshop/Luncheon!  Next  year's  event  is  already  scheduled  for  Thursday, 
April  S"",  2001,  in  Worcester,  again  at  the  Holiday  Inn.  Mark  your  calendars 
accordingly!  We  hope  all  who  attended  the  first  workshop/luncheon  as  well  as 
those  of  you  could  not,  will  be  able  to  make  it  in  April  2001 . 
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LEGISLATIVE  UPDATES 


Governor  signs  two  impof 
WWII  Memorial  Donation 

On  August  6,  2000,  Governor 
Cellucci  signed  into  law  House 
Bill  45 1 1  authorizing  the  transfer 
of  an  amount  from  the  general  fund  of 
$1.00  for  each  resident  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  who 
served  in  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United 
States  during  World  War  II  to  the 
American  Battle  Monuments 
Commission  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  the  National  World  War 
II  Monument  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Massachusetts  is  the  45'''  state  to  donate 
to  the  memorial  in  this  manner.  The 
estimated  cost  to  cover  the  design, 
construction,  maintenance  and  ceremony 
costs  of  the  memorial  is  SI 00  million. 
At  last  report,  the  campaign  has  raised 
$85  million. 

Between  1941  and  1946,  569,000  men 
and  women  of  Massachusetts,  some  as 
young  as  1 6,  served  their  country  with 
courage  and  fortitude  in  World  War  II. 
One  dollar  per  veteran  seems  a  small  price 
to  pay  for  what  these  citizens  of 
Massachusetts  did  for  all  of  us. 

For  more  infomiation  about  the  World 
War  II  Monument  or  how  to  make  a 
donation  visit  the  web  site 
ww  w  .W  W  llmcmorial.com  or  call 
1(800)  639-4WW2  or  e-mail 
custsvcfa  WW  Ilmemorial.com. 
♦  ♦♦ 

DO  YOU  KNOW... 

when  a  bill  becomes  a  law? 

Did  you  know  that  if  the  Governor  does 
not  sign  a  bill  within  ten  days,  it  becomes 
law? 

The  Massachusetts  Constitution  provides 
that  if  any  bill  or  resolve  shall  not  be 
retumed  by  the  Governor  within  ten  days 
after  it  shall  have  been  presented,  the  same 
shall  have  the  force  of  a  law. 

There  is  one  exception  to  this  rule.  If 

any  bill  is  not  approved  by  the  Governor, 
and  if  the  General  Court  adjourns  within 
ten  days  after  the  bill  has  been  laid  before 
the  Governor  for  his  signature,  and 
thereby  prevent  his  retuming  it  with  his 
objections,  as  provided  by  the 
Constitution,  such  bill  shall  not  become  a 
law,  nor  have  force  as  such. 

♦  ♦♦ 


ANT  LAWS  FOR  V  ETERANS: 
Real  Estate  Tax  Exemption 
Extended 

On  Sunday,  August  6,  2000. 
Governor  Cellucci  signed  a 
law  (outside  sections  110 
through  1 1 3  of  the  budget)  which  allows 
tlie  surviving  spouses  of  certain  deceased 
veterans  to  continue  receiving  a  real 
estate  tax  exemption  after  the  death  of 
the  veteran.  Prior  to  this  law,  the  tax 
exemption  was  cut  to  $250  upon  the 
death  of  the  veteran,  often  the  time  when 
the  surviving  spouse  could  least  afford 
the  loss. 

Massachusetts  General  Law  (MGL), 
(Chapter  58  Section  8  A  and  Chapter  59, 
Section  5,  Clause  22),  entitles  qualifying 
veterans  to  receive  a  property  tax 
exemption  ranging  somewhere  between 
a  total  exemption  from  property  taxes  to 
a  $250  exemption,  depending  on  the 
degree  of  injury  received  in  service,  or 
war  in  which  the  veteran  served. 

Previously,  certain  veterans  were  eligible 
if  they:  became  paraplegic  as  a  result  of 
a  service  connected  injury;  or  received 
a  disability  rating  fi^om  the  VA  ranging 
from  10%  to  100%  resulting  from 
service  connected  injury,  during  wartime 
service  and  in  the  line  of  duty;  or  were 
awarded  the  Purple  Heart  medal;  or  are 
the  mothers  and  fathers  of  veterans  who 
lost  their  lives  in  wartime  service  (this  is 
not  a  complete  list  of  qualified 
individuals,  but  an  example  of  many  who 
qualified  for  the  original  benefit. 

Some  provisions  of  MGL  Ch.  58,  S.  8A 
and  Ch.  59,  S.  5,  CI.  22  permitted 
surviving  spouses  to  receive  the  benefit 
of  the  real  estate  tax  exemption  after  the 
death  of  their  veteran  spouse.  Now,  as  a 
result  of  the  new  law,  ALL  surviving 
spouses  of  qualified  disabled  veterans 
will  continue  to  receive  the  real  estate 
tax  exemption  after  the  death  of  their 
veteran  spouse  as  long  as  they  remain 
owner  and  occupant  of  their  home. 

For  more  infomiation  on  the  property  tax 
exemption  benefit,  and  where  to  apply 
for  it,  please  contact  the  local  Assessor's 
Office  or  the  Veterans'  Agent  or 
Veterans'  Service  Officer  in  your  local 
city  or  town  hall. 


From  the 
Training  Tent 


Greetings  from  the  Training 
Tent!  The  Tent  had  a  busy 
summer  this  year  conducting 
two  regional  certification  classes  and 
preparing  for  the  Third  Annual  Training 
Session  for  Veterans"  Service  Offic- 
ers!!! 

This  Spring,  the  State  had  about  1 5  new 
Veterans'  Service  Officers.  This  is  a  bit 
more  than  usual  in  a  yearly  period.  The 
Tent  wanted  to  get  these  new  VSO's 
certified  before  the  September  session. 
Since  half  were  from  the  eastern  part  of 
the  state  and  the  others  were  from  the 
west,  a  session  was  held  in  Boston  in 
July,  and  one  in  Northampton  in 
August.  We  had  1 2  Veterans  Service 
Officers  certified  in  July  and  15  in 
August.  This  brought  the  percentage  of 
certified  Veterans'  Service  Officers  up 
to  96%! !  Thank  you  to  all  who  helped 
to  achieve  this  goal  and  the  Department 
will  continue  to  certify  new  officers  as 
they  come  on  board. 

The  Third  Annual  Training  Session  was 
held  September  1 9-2 1  at  the  Radisson 
Hotel  in  Milford.  As  expected,  there 
was  1 50  Service  Officers,  administra- 
tive staff  and  veterans'  advocates  in 
attendance  this  year  The  focus  for  this 
year  was  medical  infomiation.  Greg 
Mills  from  Social  Security  did  a 
presentation  (this  was  his  third  year), 
Michael  Lawson  from  the  VA,  and 
Mary  K.  Browne  from  the  SHINE 
program  spoke  about  the  medical 
benefits  within  their  programs.  Dick 
Spicer  and  Ron  Keefe's  staff  worked 
the  entire  day  Wednesday  discussing 
the  Department's  issues  concerning 
medical  benefits.  They  were  also 
available  for  questions  during  the  day 
for  those  VSO's  with  particular 
concerns. 

Now  that  the  session  is  over,  we  will 
regroup  to  find  who  has  not  been 
certified,  and  take  the  "show  on  the 
road"  to  hopefiilly  obtain  a  100% 
Veterans  Service  Officers  certification 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts!! 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  me  if  you 
have  any  questions,  comments  or 
concerns  at  (617)  727-3578  extension 
2 1 3  or  Ddubcfg  vct.state.nia.us. 

♦  ♦♦ 


4 


State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery  UpDate 


by  Robert  Mc 

Agawam: 

Construction  at  the  Massachusetts 
Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery  in 
Agawam  is  continuing  at  a  pace  that 
should  result  in  completion  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  Approximately  70%  of 
the  infrastructure  has  been  completed. 
The  roadways  have  been  installed  and 
the  first  coat  of  blacktop  has  been 
applied. 

The  construction  of  three  buildings  on 
the  site  and  will  be  completed  toward 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  administration 
building,  which  will  house  the 
adminstration  offices,  grave  locator, 
visitors'  center,  rest  rooms,  and  the 
honor  guard  room,  a  conference  room 
and  lunchroom  is  the  first  building  a 
visitor  will  encounter  as  they  enter  the 
cemetery  proper.  Tlie  committal  chapel 
is  located  adjacent  to  the  administration 
building,  it  will  hold  approximately 
1 00  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 
The  maintenance  facility  will  be  the 
final  facility  built  on  the  site.  This 
building  is  tucked  away  in  a  section  of 
the  cemetery  and  will  consist  of  four 
work  bays,  offices,  and  storage 
areas  along  with  facilities  for  the  work 
crews. 

The  columbariam  area  has  been 
completed,  and  it  will  have  955  niches 
located  in  this  area.  There  are  two  "L" 
shaped  walls  and  one  straight  wall. 
Cremain  burials  will  be  in  separate 
niches  located  on  each  side  of  these 
individual  walls. 

Eight  flagpoles  have  been  installed. 
There  will  also  be  thirty-six  20  ft. 
flagpoles  installed  on  special  occasions 
along  the  entry  and  exit  roadways. 
These  36  flagpole  kits,  along  with  the 
initial  flags  for  all  the  other  external 
flagpoles  and  the  flags  for  the  inside 
of  the  chapel  and  administration 
building  along  with  ftinds  toward  the 
dedication  monument  have  been 
graciously  donated  by  the  American 
Legion's  Ladies  Auxiliary  of 
Massachusetts.  DVS  offers  its  thanks 
to  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  for  their  kind 
donation.  A  special  thanks  goes  to 
Carolyn  Baranowski  of  the  Ladies 
Auxiliary  who  headed  up  the  fund 
drive  for  this  project. 

The  cemetery  in  Agawam  is  scheduled 
for  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Once  construction  is  completed,  and 
I  the  staff  is  fiiUy  frained  the  cemetery 


Kcan,  Director 

will  open  for  burials  within  the  first 
quarter  of  2001.  DVS  anticipates 
holding  a  formal  dedication  ceremony 
in  late  May  2001,  prior  to  Memorial 
Day. 

A  complete  carillon  system  has  been 
donated  by  the  AMVETS  national  and 
state  organizations.  This  carillon  will 
consists  of  a  digital  console  and  a  40- 
foot  tower  that  will  be  strategically 
located  so  that  the  sounds  will  be 
heard  during  this  first  phase  of  the 
project  and  future  phases  as  well. 
DVS  is  most  appreciative  of  this 
generous  donation  by  the  AMVETS 
organization. 

The  Cemetery  continues  to  receive 
numerous  other  donations  from 
veterans  groups  for  items  not  covered 
by  the  construction  contract.  Please 
contact  the  Cemetery  Department  at 
DVS  for  more  infonnation  on  ways 
that  you  or  your  organization  can  assist 
in  this  endeavor. 

Winchendon: 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services  and  the 
Department  of  Capital  Asset 
Management  have  been  given  an 
order  to  proceed,  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Environmental  Affairs, 
that  will  now  allow  the  fomial  fransfer 
ofland  to  proceed.  Once  this  has  taken 
place,  a  formal  bid  announcement  will 
be  produced  to  select  an  architectural 
and  engineering  firm  who  will 
produce  design  and  construction 
drawings.  This  process  should  take 
approximately  six  months.  Upon 
completion  of  these  drawings  and 
approval  by  the  VA,  in  Washington,  a 
bid  process  for  a  general  confractor 
will  be  the  next  step.  Once  a  general 
confractor  is  selected  and  a  contract 
signed,  a  construction  period  of  10 
months  will  begin.  If  all  goes 
according  to  plan,  construction  should 
start  in  mid-summer  of  2001  with 
completion  expected  in  late  Spring  of 
2002. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  comments, 
need  infonnation,  or  would  like  to 
obtain  a  Pre-Registration  form,  please 
call  Robert  McKean,  Director  of  State 
Veterans'  Memorial  Cemeteries  at 
(617)  727-3578,  extension  108,  or 
Hazel  Pryce,  Program  Adminisfrator 
at  extension  1 00.     ♦  ♦  ♦ 


ALICE'S  HOUSE 


"You  were  there  for  us,  now  we're 
there  for  you."  This  is  the  motto  of 
the  VA's  new  Therapeutic 
Transitional  Residence  Program  in 
Jamaica  Plain  proudly  run  by  Dr. 
Alice  Clark,  Ph.D. 

What  is  it?  It  is  a  freshly  renovated 
house  located  in  a  quiet 
neighborhood,  and  home  for  up  to 
eight  women  veterans.  It  has 
computers,  internet  access,  a 
reading  room,  and  a  private  yard. 
The  women  may  live  in  the  house 
for  anywhere  from  6  to  1 8  months. 
Dr.  Clark  and  her  team  provide 
counseling,  employment  skills, 
training  and  paid  employment. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  program,  a 
woman  must  be:  free  of  substance 
abuse,  able  to  frinction 
independently,  able  and  willing  to 
work  at  least  20  hours  per  week  in 
the  Veteran  Industries'  Vocational 
Program  and  later  in  community 
jobs,  able  to  live  with  other  women 
in  a  community  setting,  and 
emotionally  and  psychiatrically 
stable. 

"Our  goal  for  these  women," 
according  to  Dr.  Clark,  "is  that 
when  they  leave  here  they  will  have 
developed  solid  work  habits, 
leamed  to  live  independently,  built 
a  network  of  health  relationships, 
and,  most  importantly,  acquired 
self-confidence  and  a  sense  of 
empowerment." 

If  you  know  of  a  woman  who  inight 
benefit  from  this  program,  please 
call  Dr.  Clark  anytime  at  (617)  232- 
9500  extension  5912. 

♦  ♦♦ 
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From  the  Joiner  Center  at  UMass-Boston 


Health  Insurance  for 
Veterans  in  College 

Registration  for  Fall  college 
courses  took  place  in  early 
September  for  countless 
numbers  of  veterans  all  over 
Massachusetts.  All  colleges  require 
that  students  have  Health  Insurance, 
whether  an  HMO,  a  plan  sold  by  the 
college,  or  some  other  kind  of  plan. 

For  veterans,  enrollment  in  the  VA 
Healthcare  System  is  a  simple  and 
inexpensive  way  to  meet  this 
requirement.  If  you  are  a  veteran  who 
has  served  on  active  duty  for  more  than 
180  days  and  you  have  an  honorable 
discharge,  you  should  enroll  for  VA 
Health  Care  by  filling  out  a  10-lOEZ 
Application  for  Health  Benefits.  You 
can  pick  one  up  at  your  nearest  VA 
facility,  by  calling  1-877-222-VETS.  or 
access  information  on  the  Internet  at 
WW  w. va.gov/health/elig.  For  more 
information  or  to  find  out  more,  please 
call  John  O'Neill  at  the  VA  Boston 
Healthcare  System  at  (617)  232-9500 
extension  4246,  or  page  him  at  (617) 
705-9358.  ♦♦♦ 


PRESIDENTIAL  MEMORIAL 
CERTIFICATES 

If  you  are  a  family  member  of  a 
deceased  veteran  and  would  like  to 
obtain  a  P*residential  Memorial 
Certificate  signed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  please  visit  your 
local  Veterans'  Service  Officer  (VSO)  at 
your  city  or  town  hall.  Provide  the  VSO 
with  the  Honorable  Discharge,  DD-2 14  or 
DD-2 1 5.  or  an  official  "certificate/ 
statement  of  service."  The  Veterans' 
Service  Officer  can  apply  for  you  and 
expedite  the  request. 

If  you  would  prefer  to  obtain  tlie  certificate 
on  your  own  (without  the  assistance  of  the 
VSO),  please  enclose  a  letter  (handwritten 
is  quite  acceptable)  requesting  the 
certificate,  accompanied  by  a  photocopy 
(no  originals  please,  as  the  documents  will 
not  be  returned)  of  the  Honorable 
Dischaige,  DD-2 1 4  or  DD-2 1 5  for  proof 
of  service  and  send  it  to: 

Presidential  Memorial 
Certificates  (403A) 
Memorial  Programs  Ser>  ice 
National  Cemeter>  Administration 
810  \  ermont  .Xvenue,  NAV 
W  ashington,  DC  20420 
♦  ♦♦ 


UPDATE  ON  THE  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  PL  106-50 

Veterans'  Entrepreneurship  &  Small  Business  Development  Act  of  1999 

As  you  all  may  be  aware,  a  most  significant  piece  of  legislation  was  passed  by  the 
106'''  Congress  and  signed  into  law  onAugust  1 7,  1999.  This  is  Public  Law  106- 
50,  the  Veterans  Entrepreneurship  and  Small  Business  Development  Act  of  1999. 
All  disabled  veterans  and  veterans  engaged  in  a  small  business  effort  should 
become  very  familiar  with  this  law. 

In  my  judgement,  this  is  the  most  significant  piece  of  federal  legislation  impacting 
veterans  since  the  GI  Bill  of  World  War  11.  It  has  numerous  provisions  in  its  seven 
titles,  including  the  establishment  of  Veterans'  Business  Development 
Corporation,  provisions  for  technical  and  financial  assistance  to  veterans,  reports 
and  data  collection,  and  federal  contract  procurement  assistance. 

This  law  was  sponsored  by  Congressman  James  M.  Talent  of  Missouri  and  received 
bipartisan  support  in  both  the  House  and  the  Senate.  The  office  of  Senator  Kerry, 
who  serves  as  the  Ranking  Member  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Small  Business,  was 
particularly  helpftil  in  getting  cooperation  fi^om  Democrats  in  a  contentious  Congress. 
The  driving  constituent  force  behind  the  scenes  getting  the  work  done  with  the  various 
Congressional  staff  persons  consisted  of  particular  individual  advocates  and  virtually 
all  the  veterans  and  military  service  organizations.  These  organizations  came  together 
and  formed  the  Task  Force  on  Veterans  Entrepreneurship.  In  my  opinion,  the  two 
leading  organizations  within  this  group  are  the  Association  of  Service  Disabled 
Veterans  (202-543-1942)  and  Vietnam  Veterans  of  America  (301-585-4000). 

This  law  provides  for  a  govemment-wide  goal  of  3%  on  an  annual  basis  of  the  total 
value  in  all  federal  primes  and  subcontract  opportunities  for  disabled  veterans  engaged 
in  a  small  business.  By  my  rough  calculations,  this  comes  to  roughly  S6  billion 
annually.  The  calculations  are  based  on  the  fact  that  the  total  in  federal  contracting  is 
approximately  S200  billion.  It  also  assumes  that  the  numbers  of  disabled  veterans 
involved  in  a  small  business  enterprise  are  distributed  in  the  same  proportionate 
fashion  across  the  states,  and  that  they  are,  or  are  able  to,  engage  in  procurement 
opportunities.  With  those  caveats  in  mind,  Texas'  "share"  (for  example)  would  come 
to  approximately  S377  million  in  procurement  opportunities  (not  a  guarantee). 

However,  implementation  of  PL  1 06-50  has  not  been  without  considerable  difficulries. 
For  example,  (1)  the  process  of  developing  Federal  Acquisition  Regulations  in 
connection  with  this  law  were  stalled  in  April  and  only  restarted  through  the 
intervention  of  the  newly  appointed  Associate  Administrator  of  Veterans  Business 
Development  on  August  23,  2000.  (2)  Apparently,  some  individuals  on  the  Federal 
Acquisition  Regulation  Secretariat  have  confiised  Section  502  concerning  procurement 
with  Section  60 1 .  which  is  concerned  with  reporting  requirements.  The  law  is  very 
clear  on  the  matter  of  the  3%  goal  in  federal  contracting  for  disabled  veterans. 
Confusing  this  with  all  veterans  amounts  to  a  "poison  pill."  (3)  Others  in  the 
administration  have  forgotten  that  they  have  to  file  papers  to  assure  that  the  Veterans 
National  Business  Development  Corporation  (provided  for  in  PL  106-50)  remains  a 
viable  legal  entity. 

On  a  more  positive  note,  President  Clinton  finally  appointed  the  members  of  the 
board  of  directors.  They  are  planning  to  meet  and  get  the  Corporation  on  its  feet. 
They  will  need  the  support  of  the  entire  veterans'  community.  The  stakes  are  very 
high;  veterans  should  not  leave  anything  to  chance. 

I  urge  all  veterans  to  work  to  ensure  that  all  the  provisions  and  regulations  of  PL  1 06- 
50  are  properly  constructed  and  implemented.  1  would  like  to  secure  a  place  on  the 
agenda  for  the  April  2001  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  State  Directors  of 
Veterans  Affairs  in  order  to  provide  a  fiarther  update  on  this  important  matter. 

Dr.  Paul  R.  Camacho 
Director  of  Special  Projects  at  UMass-Boston 
(617)  287-5853 
paul.camachofeuinb.edii 
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Veterans  who  have  earned  the  Purple  Heart  medal  will  now  receive  faster 
service  and  save  money  when  they  access  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  health  care. 

A  public  law  passed  late  last  year  by  Congress,  the  Veterans  Millennium 
Health  Care  and  Benefits  Act,  extended  new  benefits  to  Purple  Heart  recipients, 
Kent  Simonis,  Veteran  Affairs'  Director  for  Health  Administration  Services, 
said  in  an  Aug.  22  interview  with  the  American  Forces  Infomiation  Service. 

Simonis  said  Purple  Heart  veterans  have  been  placed  in  a  higher-priority 
category  for  VA  healthcare  services  and  no  longer  need  to  make  co-payments 
for  inpatient  or  outpatient  VA  medical  services.  The  change  affects  the  seven- 
step  priority  system  that  Congress  established  for  VA  health  care.  Possession 
of  the  Purple  Heart  medal  doesn't  by  itself  qualify  veterans  for  VA  disability 
compensation,  Simonis  said.  Veterans  need  to  be  screened  by  a  VA  process 
for  that.  Purple  Heart  recipients  claiming  VA  health  benefits  must  prove  they 
have  been  awarded  the  decoration.  Veteran's  Affairs  will  accept  the  Defense 
Department  Fonn  214,  discharge  papers,  military  personnel  records,  orders 
or  award  certificates 

"Under  the  new  system,  the  minimum  classification  for  Purple  Heart  veterans 
is  now  priority  group  3,"  he  said.  "That  is  very  good  news  for  Purple  Heart 
recipients,  in  that  they  are  virtually  assured  of  VA  health  care  services  now 
and  well  into  the  future." 

Before  the  change.  Purple  Heart  recipients  often  were  placed  in  priority  groups 
4  through  7.  Those  who  qualified  for  priority  groups  1  or  2  because  of  service- 
connected  disabilities  will  remain  in  those  groups. 

Purple  Heart  recipients  will  also  save  money  under  the  new  policy.  Veterans 
making  over  $27,000  per  year  typically  have  to  make  a  co-payment,  currently 
$50.80  per  each  outpatient  visit.  Purple  Heart  recipients  are  no  longer  making 
those  co-payments,  regardless  of  income. 

The  VA  would  reimburse  Purple  Heart  veterans  for  any  co-payments  they've 
made  for  VA  healthcare  received  after  November  29, 1 999.  However,  Purple 
Heart  recipients  are  still  required  to  pay  $2  for  each  30-day  supply  of 
prescription  medication  provided  to  outjjatients  for  conditions  not  related  to 
military  service. 

The  Purple  Heart  traces  its  lineage  to  the  U.S.  military's  oldest  decoration, 
the  Badge  of  Military  Merit,  first  presented  by  George  Washington  to  three 
soldiers  in  1782.  The  Purple  Heart  indicates  meritorious  military  service  and 
is  awarded  to  service  members  who've  been  wounded  during  action  against 
the  enemy.  For  more  Veterans  Affairs  benefits  information,  see  the  Web  site 
at  http :  //www,  va .  go  v. 

♦  ♦♦ 


PURPLE  HEART  RECIPIENTS  —  PRIORITY  at  VA 


Korean  War  Service  Medal 

U.S.  veterans  of  the  Korean  War 
are  now  eligible  to  wear  a  medal 
initially  offered  to  them  more 
than  50  years  ago,  but  never  issued. 

In  a  May  13,  2000  letter  to  Defense 
Secretary  William  S.  Cohen,  Republic 
of  Korea  Defense  Minister  Song  Tae 
Cho  fonnally  announced  that  his 
government  would  provide  the 
Republic  of  Korea  War  Service  Medal 
(ROKWSM)  to  eligible  U.S.  veterans 
of  that  conflict,  or  to  their  surviving 
next  of  kin.  The  medal  will  be  provided 
at  no  cost  to  the  veteran.  The  U.S.  Air 
Force  has  been  designated  the  lead 
agency  to  receive  and  distribute  the 
medals,  and  they  will  accept  requests 
anytime  during  the  50th  Anniversary  of 
the  Korean  War  Commemoration,  from 
June  2000  to  November  2003. 

The  war  began  June  25,  1 950  when 
North  Korean  forces  invaded  ROK 
territory.  The  amiistice  on  July  27, 
1953  ended  the  fighting,  although  a 
formal  peace  treaty  has  never  been 
completed. 

The  medal  was  originally  offered  by  the 
ROK  in  1951  to  United  Nadons'  forces 
serving  in  Korea  and  adjacent  waters. 
At  the  time.  U.S.  law  proliibited  tlie  U.S. 
military  from  wearing  medals  issued  by 
foreign  governments.  Congress 
changed  that  in  1 954,  but  by  then  most 
U.S.  ser\'ice  members  eligible  for  the 
medal  had  returned  home. 

In  1998,  the  government  of  the  Republic 
of  Korea  renewed  its  original  offer  of 
the  ROKWSM  to  the  U.S.  military 
personnel.  On  August  20,  1999,  the 
Defense  Department  approved  the 
acceptance  and  wearing  of  the  medal. 
Approximately  1.8  million  U.S. 
veterans  of  the  Korean  War  are  eligible 
to  receive  it.  Veterans  must  have  served 
on  or  over  the  Korean  peninsula,  or  in 
waters  adjacent  to  it,  at  some  point 
from  June  25,  1950  to  July  27,  1953. 

To  prove  their  eligibility,  Korean  War 
veterans  or  their  primary  next  of  kin 
must  submit  a  copy  (as  it  will  not  be 
returned  to  you)  of  one  of  these 
documents: 

•  DD  Form  214,  Certificate  of  Release/ 
Discharge  from  Active  Duty;  DD 
Form  2 1 5  Correction  to  Certificate  of 
Release  (if  applicable);  or.  National 
Guard  Fonn  22,  Release  from  Duty. 

If  available,  also  attach  one  copy  of  any 
of  these  types  of  supporting 
documentation: 


Souree:  American  Forces  Press  Service 


Korean  War  Service  Medal  (continued) 

•  Special  orders  assigning  the  veteran 
to  or  from  the  area  of  eligibility. 

•  Temporary  duty  orders  or  a  completed 
fravel  voucher. 

•  Special  orders  or  citations  for  awards 
granted  by  virtue  of  service  in  the 
area  of  eligibility. 


To  request  the  Republic  of  Korea 
War  Service  Medal: 

Send  a  cover  letter  requesring  the 
Republic  of  Korean  War  Service 
Medal,  enclose  the  documentation 
along  with  your  mailing  address. 
Mailing  Address  for  the  request: 

HQ  AFPC/DPPPRK 
550  C  Street  W,  Suite  12 
Randolph  AFB,  TX  78150-4714 

♦  ♦♦ 
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NEWS  RELEASE 

From  the  VA  and  the  CITY  OF  QVINCY 

Veterans  Administration  Boston  Healthcare  System  announces  the 
opening  of  its  newest  Outpatient  Clinic  located  at  the: 

Quincy  Medical  Center  (the  Old  Quincy  City  Hospital) 
1 14  Whitwell  Avenue,  2nd  Floor 
Quincy,  MA 

The  direct  telephone  number  for  the  clinic  is  (617)  376-2010.  It  is  opened 
Monday  through  Friday  8:00  am  to  4:30  pm  for  primary  care,  radiology, 
mental  health/substance  abuse  and  labs  for  eligible  veterans.  Mental  health 
counseling  is  available  from  12:30pm  to  4:30pm  each  day  with  the 
exception  of  Thursday  when  there  will  be  no  appointments  for  mental 
health  care,  as  outside  established  appointments  must  be  honored. 

The  VA-Community  Based  Outpatient  Clinic  (VA-CBOC)  opened  in 
Quincy  on  July  24th. 

There  are  now  eleven  VA  Outpatien  Clinics  open  in  Massachusetts,  in 
addition  to  Quincy;  other  locations  include  Boston,  Framingham,  New 
Bedford,  Pittsfield,  Springfield  and  Worcester. 


Cemetery  Manager 
Announced 

The  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  is  pleased  to 
announce  theselection  of 
Gary  Winn  of  Agawam  as  Cemetery 
Manager  for  the  First  Veterans' 
Memorial  Cemetery  in  Agawam. 
Several  other  positions  are  now  in  the 
process  of  being  filled.  It  is  anticipated 
that  a  Maintenance  Working 
Foreman,  Administrative  Secretary, 
and  three  Groundskeepers  will  be 
hired  over  the  next  few  months.  There 
will  also  be  three  seasonal  positions 
available.  The  part-time  positions  will 
be  for  a  maximum  of  26  weeks  per 
fiscal  year.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


Visit  the  DVS  website: 
www.state.ma.us/veterans/> 


7776  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 

239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02114 
Telephone:  (617)  727-3578 
Facsimile:  (617)  727-5903 
Internet:  http://www.state.ma.us/veterans/ 
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HER  DREAM  IS  SECURE 


Tlhc  last  time  Alberta  Doiicette 
wore  her  Amiy  Nurse's  unifonn 
was  on  the  hospital  train 
between  France  and  Gemiany  during 
World  War  II  while  she  cared  for  the 
wounded. 

Upon  her  discharge  from  the  miltary 
in  1946,  Alberta  stashed  all  her 
memorabilia,  including  her  unifonns, 
in  her  footlocker  and  stowed  it  away. 
She  always  thought  that  someday  she 
might  like  to  have  a  military  funeral 
and  be  buried  in  unifonn. 

Recently  after  being  very  sick, 
Alberta,  now  87  decided  to  pull  out 
her  World  War  II  uniforms.  Upon 
opening  her  Anny  footlocker,  she 
realized  they  were  gone.  Her  vision 
of  having  a  military  fiineral,  was  now 
just  a  dream,  as  she  didn't  have  a 
unifonn  to  be  buried  in.  After  the 
shock  wore  off,  Ms.  Doucette 
contacted  City  official  George  Egan, 
Boston  Veterans'  Services  and  local 
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Alberta  Doucette,  a  World  War  II Army 
Nurse,  shows  off  her  new  unifonn. 


veterans  groups  to  find  out  what  could 
be  done.  She  was  put  in  touch  with 
Betty  Victorine,  a  member  of 
Governor's  Advisory  Committee  on 
Women  Veterans,  who  told  her  she 
would  see  what  could  be  done, 
although  no  one  had  ever  requested  a 
ftiU  unifonn  be  replaced. 

Betty,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
DVS  Women's  Network,  contacted 
Joan  O'Connor,  Associate  General 
Council  for  DVS  and  Coordinator  of 
the  Women's  Network  to  seek  her 
help  in  locating  a  unifonn  for  Ms. 
Doucette.  Ms.  O'Connor  asked  her 
Assistant  Coordinator,  Charlotte  Fritz 
to  research  different  areas  to  locate  a 
World  War  II  Anny  Nurses'  unifonn. 
Charlotte  worked  every  angle 
available,  the  Internet,  women 


veterans'  groups,  and  Anny  Navy 
Stores,  but  her  search  was  in  vain. 
When  all  avenues  were  exhausted,  the 
decision  was  made  to  order  a  new 
unifonn  through  the  Army  and  Air 
Force  Exchange  Service. 

When  the  big  day  arrived,  Ms. 
Doucette  welcomed  each  and  every- 
one that  arrived  at  her  home. City  and 
State  personnel,  a  Boston  Globe  writer 
and  photographer,  and  a  seamstress 
to  make  adjustments  to  her  new 
unifonn,  entered  Alberta's  apartment, 
a  Dorchester  high-rise.  It  was  a  very 
exciting  and  memorable  one  to  all 
who  were  there. She  was  a  very 
gracious  and  thankflil  hostess  to  all 
those  who  were  there  to  make  her 
dream  come  true. 

The  woman  that  welcomed  her  guests 
as  they  entered  her  apartment  was  not 
the  same  woman  who  said  goodbye 
to  them  as  they  left.  The  change  that 
occurred  when  Albeita,  dressed  in  her 
new  unifonn,  was  transfonned  from 
the  gray-haired,  elderly  woman  with 
a  walker  to  a  proud  recruit-like, 
fonner  World  War  II  Anny  Nurse  in 
unifonn.  With  her  new  paten  leather 
pumps  in  place,  she  majestically  stood 
up,  stepped  away  from  her  walker  for 
a  moment,  and  gave  a  big  salute  to 
show  how  proud  she  was  to  be 
wearing  this  unifonn  after  so  many 
years. 

Ms.  Doucette's  patriotism,  which  she 
said  was  her  reason  for  entering  the 
military  in  1942,  was  still  very  much 
in  evidence — it  had  been  stowed 
away  in  her  footlocker  for  over  50 
years — but  never  lost.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
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COMMISSIONER 'S  PAGE 


Fellow  Veterans, 

One  of  the  great  benefits 
of  my  position  is  being 
able  to  travel  around 
Massachusetts  and  observe  first 
hand  how  individual  veterans 
and  veterans'groups  are  serving 
their  fellow  citizens.  Last 
Sunday,  I  had  the  honor  of 
participating  in  the  47th  annual 
Brotherhood  Breakfast 
sponsored  by  the  Department  of 
Massachusetts  Jewish  War 
Veterans.  This  breakfast  honors 
high  school  students,  one  from 
each  participating  school,  who 
have  excelled  in  the  classroom 
and  in  extra-curricula  activities, 
and  even  more  importantly, 
have  served  the  communities  in 
which  they  live.  Ninety-six 
winners  were  honored,  and 
hearing  of  their  achievements 
made  me  realize  that  the  future 
of  this  nation  is  in  the  right 
hands.  What  also  stmck  me 
were  the  remarks  of  the  top 
winners  in  accepting  their 
awards.  In  each  case,  these 
young  men  and  women  who 
have  given  so  much  of 
themselves  paid  tribute  to  the 
veterans  who,  many  years  ago, 
gave  so  much  of  themselves  to 
preserve  the  way  of  life  that  we 
enjoy  today.  These  youngsters 
know  and  appreciate  that 
sacrifice,  and  have  patterned 
their  own  lives  after  the 
example  and  legacy  that 
veterans  have  left  behind.  All 
of  us  stand  in  awe  of  these 
young  men  and  women,  and 
thank  the  Jewish  War  Veterans 
for  running  a  program  that 
actually  means  something  to 
peoples'  lives. 


On  a  less  positive  note,  there 
have  been  recent  reports  of 
individuals  and  organizations, 
purporting  to  represent  veterans 
groups,  fraudulently  soliciting 
funds  for  veterans'  causes.  It's 
tough  sometimes  to  know 
which  solicitors  are  on  the  level 
but  donors  should  check  with 
their  local  Veterans'  Services 
Department  before  donating 
funds.  Be  particularly  skeptical 
of  solicitors  who  ask  you  for 
cash  donations  or  to  leave  the 
donation  on  your  doorstep  to  be 
picked  up.  There  are  enough 
worthy  organizations  out  there 
helping  veterans,  that  should 
not  be  tainted  by  unsavory 
fundraisers. 

February  marks  the  anniversary 
of  the  bloodiest  battle  that  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps 
ever  engaged  in. .  .Two  Jima. 
The  name  inspires  awe  because 
of  the  ferocity  of  the  fighting, 
the  magnitude  of  the  casualties, 
and  for  the  individual  and 
collective  acts  of  heroism  on 
the  part  of  sailors  and  marines. 
In  the  words  of  Fleet  Admiral 
Nimitz:  "Among  the  Americans 
who  served  on  Iwo  Jima, 
uncommon  valor  was  a 
common  virtue." 


THANK  YOU,  MR  MOAKLEY 

Wc  have  just  learned  that  our 
friend  and  congressman, 
Joe  Moaklcy,  has  been  diag- 
nosed with  incurable  and  untreatable  leu- 
kemia. While  all  the  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts have  much  to  be  grateful  to  Mr. 
Moakley  for,  we  veterans  feel  a  special 
kinship  with  him. 

Joe  joined  the  Navy  at  the  age  of  1 5,  and 
served  in  World  War  II.  He  hasn't  stopped 
serving  since  then.  More  than  anyone  else, 
he  has  been  responsible  for  making  sure 
that  New  England  received  its  fair  share 
of  VA  Healthcare  resources.  His  unswerv- 
ing support  of  homeless  veterans,  includ- 
ing obtaining  significant  federal  funding, 
led  to  the  resurgence  of  the  New  England 
Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans  to  achieve 
its  status  as  the  preeminent  facility  in  the 
United  States.  All  of  us  who  have  served 
this  country  in  unifonn  are  proud  and  hon- 
ored to  call  Joe  Moakley  our  brother  in 
arms  and  friend. 

Thank  you,  Congressman,  for  being  there 
when  we  needed  you. 

Tom  Kelley,  Commissioner 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 


♦  ♦♦ 


VA  Clinic  to  Open  in  Plymouth 


Ty  he  Town  of  Plymouth  has  been 
notified  that  it  will  be  next  to 
receive  a  VA  Outpatient  Clinic. 
At  a  meeting,  which  was  held  January 
1 2, 200 1 ,  in  Plymouth  Town  Hall  with 
many  dignitaries  in  attendance,  the 
Congressional  Delegation  decided  to 
approve  the  opening  of  the  VA  clinic. 
The  endorsement  of  Congress  is  still 
to  be  made  but  it's  merely  a  fomiality. 
The  location  has  not  yet  been 
identified. 

According  to  Antonio  Gomes,  the 
Veterans'  Service  Officer  in 
Plymouth,  more  than  6,000  veterans 
live  in  Plymouth  and  an  equal  number 


in  the  surrounding  towns.  Currently, 
veterans  have  to  travel  to  Brockton, 
Providence,  or  Boston  to  get 
treatment. 

Gomes,  who  has  fought  for  many 
years  to  get  the  clinic  in  Plymouth, 
said,  "With  the  growing  veteran 
population  we  have  here,  we  really 
need  it  as  soon  as  possible." 

The  clinic  will  have  a  staff  of  at  least 
one  full-time  physician,  a  nurse,  a 
social  worker,  and  an  administrator 
and  will  provide  primary  preventive 
care  to  eligible  veterans. 

♦  ♦♦ 


Women's  Network 

Informational  Workshop,  Health  Fair  and  Luncheon 


11  Thursday,  April  9\  2001 
tiic  Women  Veterans'  Work- 
shop Luncheon  will  be  held 


at  tlic  1  loliday  Inn,  Worcester.  Come 
and  talk  to  the  experts  concerning  the 
benefits  you  have  earned!  Wear  your 
unifonn!  Wear  your  headgear!  Show 
off  your  military  pictures!  Have 
colfee  and  lunch  with  us!  Meet  new 
friends!  All  women  veterans, 
veterans'  service  officers,  active  duty 
military,  and  others  interested  in 
helping  women  veterans  are  most 
welcome  to  attend. 

This  year  we  are  co-hosting  the  event 
with  the  Women  Veterans' 
Committee  of  the  VA  Boston 
Healthcare  System  to  hold  an  even 
better  Workshop  and  Luncheon  than 
last  year's!  The  Workshop  begins  at 
9  a.m.  with  registration  and  coffee. 
At  9:30  a.m.  the  Women  Veterans' 
Committee  of  the  VA  Boston 
Healthcare  System  opens  the  Health 
Fair  with  a  wide  range  of  health 
screening  and  educational  exhibits. 
Plans  include  cholesterol  and  blood 
sugar  screening,  body-fat  composi- 
tion tests,  a  dietitian,  and  facts  on 
menopause  and  other  topics. 
Infomiation  about  signing  up  for  the 
VA  Healthcare  Program  will  also  be 
available. 


Also  at  9:30  a.m.  representatives  from 
various  agencies  and  service 
organizations  will  be  available  to  answer 
your  questions  about  benefits,  eligibility, 
and  membership.  In  addition  to  the  VA 
Veterans'  Benefits  personnel, 
representatives  will  also  be  on  hand 
from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Employment  and  Training;  the  Social 
Security  Administration;  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Labor,  Veterans' 
Outreach  Centers,  Veterans'  Centers; 
the  Women's  Memorial  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  Massachusetts  municipal 
Veterans'  Services  Departments. 

At  10:30  a.m.  a  Financial  Planner, 
Deborah  Pechet  Quinan,  Esquire,  of 
State  Street  Global  Advisors  financial 
planning,  will  discuss  maximizing 
your  assets;Robert  C.  McKean, 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services  will 
present  infomiation  on  the  new  State 
Veterans'  cemeteries;  and,  Mary  Jane 
Hillery  will  discuss  the  role  and 
services  that  are  provided  by  your 
municipal  Veterans'  Service  Officer. 

The  luncheon,  1:00-2:30  p.m.,  features 
Linda  Schwartz,  Doctor  of  Public 
Health,  as  the  keynote  speaker.  Dr. 
Schwartz  was  the  chairperson  from 
1996  to  2000  of  the  VA  Advisory 
Committee  on  Women  Veterans,  a 
Vietnam  Era,  and  retired  Air  Force 


Major,  currently  conducting 
research  at  the  Yale  School  of 
Nursing.  The  workshop  and 
informational  programs  arc  free; 
however,  there  is  a  charge  of  $15 
for  the  luncheon.  Reservations  for 
the  luncheon  arc  required.  The 
reservation  form  must  be  received 
by  March  15'\  2001.  If  you  have 
additional  questions,  please  contact 
Charlotte  Fritz,  Women  Veterans' 
Network,  at  (617)  727-3578, 
extension  316,  or  by  e-mail  at 
DVSWbmcnfevct.state.ma.us. 

With  your  paid  reservation  we  will 
reply  with  your  meal  ticket  and 
directions  to  the  Holiday  Inn. 
♦  ♦♦ 

Women  Veterans  Needed 

The  VA  Boston  Healthcare 
System  is  interested  in  learning 
how  the  experience  of  aging 
aflFects  physical  and  mental  health.  Tliey 
are  seeing  World  War  II,  Korean 
Conflict,  and  Vietnam  women  veterans, 
who  have  served  in  a  war  zone. 
Involvement  in  this  study  requires 
participation  in  a  single  discussion 
group.  The  participants  will  be 
compensated  $50  for  the  1-1/2  hour 
discussion  group.  If  you  are  interested, 
please  contact  Megfian  Rooney  at  (6 1 7) 

264-2390.  ♦♦♦ 


LUNCHEON  RESERVATION  FORM 
I  will  attend  the  Women  Veterans'  Network  and  The  Women  Veterans  Committee  of  the  VA  Boston  Healthcare 
System  Luncheon/Workshop  on  Thursday,  April  5th,  2001,  at  the  Holiday  Inn,  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 


Name:    Luncheon  cost:  $15  per  person 

Address:   

City:  Zip  Code:    #  of  Guests:   


Entrees*  $15  each  Please  identify  the  number  of  entrees  in  the  space  provided: 

 Baked  Stuffed  Chicken   Boston  Baked  Haddock   Pasta  Primavera 

*Includes  salad,  vegetable,  roll,  dessert  and  a  beverage 
Enclosed  is  my  check  in  the  amount  of  $  for  meal(s)  at  $15  each 


Make  checl<s  payable  to:   Women  Veterans'  Networii 


I  Mail  this  form  with  your  check  to:  Charlotte  Fritz,  Women  Veterans'  Network,  Department  of  Veterans'  | 
I  Services,  239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100,  Boston,  MA  021 14  | 

!  Deadline  March  15'*'!  ! 
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MEDAL  OF  HONOR  SOCIETY  CONFERENCE  TO  BE  HELD  IN  BOSTON 

press  conference  hosted  by 


ZA  Colonel  H.  C.  Bamum,  USMC 
X^j-etired,  President  of  Uie  CMOHS, 
Tom  Menino,  Mayor  of  Boston,  the  host 
City,  and  Tom  Lyons,  was  held  at  Boston 
City  Hall  on  Friday  Jan.  1 2,  at  2  p.m.  to 
announce  that  the  Congressional  Medal 
of  Honor  Society  (CMOHS)  whose 
membership  is  comprised  of  the  1 50 
living  recipients  of  the  Medal  of  Honor 
(including  two  from  Massachusetts-  Tom 
Hudner  and  Tom  Kelley),  will  be  holding 
its  annual  meeting  convention  in  Boston, 
Sept.  11-16, 200 1 .  Tom  Lyons,  Executive 
Director  the  New  England  Shelter  for 
Homeless  Veterans,  is  the  Chainnan  of 
the  event.  Tliis  is  tlie  first  time  that  tlie 
annual  meeting  has  been  held  in  New 
England.     ♦  ♦  ♦ 


City^^ston 


L.  to  R.,  Tom  Lyons,  Director  ofS'.E.  Homeless  Shelter,  Mayor  Thomas  Menino,  Boston 
Commissioner  of  I  eteraiis'  Services  Tom  Materazzo,  Colonel  H.C.  Bamum,  D\  S  Commissioner 
Tom  Kelley,  Former  Dl  S  Commissioner  Thomas  J.  Hudner,  Jr.  attending  the  CMOHS  press 
conference. 


VA  LINKS  AGENT  ORANGE  AND  DIABETES 


Vietnam  veterans  with  Type-II 
diabetes  will  now  be  eligible  for 
disability  compensation  from  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA) 
based  on  their  presumed  exposure  to 
Agent  Orange  or  other  herbicides.  Acting 
Secretary  Hershel  W.  Gober  has 
announced  his  decision  to  add  diabetes 
to  the  list  of  presumptive  diseases 
associated  with  herbicide  exposure. 

Gober's  decision  follows  the  latest  in  a 
series  of  reports  by  the  Institute  of 
Medicine  (lOM)  examining  the  impact 
of  herbicide  exposure  on  veterans'  health. 
The  most  recent  lOM  report,  released  last 
month,  included  a  review  of  research 
efforts  by  the  National  Institute  for 
Occupational  Safety  and  Health  (NIOSH) 
and  the  Air  Force.  Based  on  this  new 
information,  lOM  researchers  found 
"limited/suggestive"  evidence  of  an 
association  between  the  chemicals  used 
in  herbicides  during  the  Vietnam  War  and 
adult-onset  (Type-Il)  diabetes. 

"This  is  a  significant  milestone  in  our 
ongoing  effort  to  keep  America's  promise 
to  her  veterans,  especially  those  who 
suffer  from  this  debilitating  and  life- 
altering  disease,"  said  Gober.  "It  also 
validates  the  process  we've  established 
to  ensure  decisions  of  this  magnitude  are 
based  on  the  medical  and  scientific 
standards  required  by  the  law." 

VA  officials  cautioned  it  would  take 
several  months  to  write  the  mles  before 


Vietnam  veterans  with  diabetes  can  begin 
applying  for  disability  compensation. 
They  can,  however,  enroll  in  VA's  health 
care  system  immediately  and  begin 
receiving  the  care  they  need. 

Diabetes  mellitus  is  characterized  by 
high  blood  sugar  levels  resulting  from 
the  body's  inability  to  process  the 
homione  insulin.  More  than  90  percent 
of  the  1 6  million  diabetics  in  the  United 
States  are  categorized  as  Type-II,  which 
occurs  primarily  in  adults. 
Approximately  16  percent  of  veterans 
receiving  care  in  VA  medical  facilities 
have  been  diagnosed  with  diabetes. 
Diabetes  is  the  sixth  leading  cause  of 
death  and  the  leading  cause  of  blindness 
in  the  United  States. 

The  number  of  diseases  VA  has 
recognized  as  being  associated  with 
Agent  Orange  exposure  expanded 
considerably  during  the  1990s.  The 
following  conditions  are  now  considered 
service-connected  for  Vietnam  veterans: 
Chloracne  (a  skin  disorder),  porphyria 
cutanea  tarda,  acute  or  subacute 
peripheral  neuropathy  (a  nerve  disorder), 
non-Hodgkin's  lymphoma,  soft  tissue 
sarcoma,  Hodgkin's  disease,  multiple 
myeloma,  prostate  cancer  and  respiratory 
cancers  (including  cancers  of  the  lung, 
larynx,  trachea  and  bronchus).  In 
addition,  Vietnam  veterans'  children  with 
the  birth  defect  spina  bifida  are  eligible 
for  certain  benefits  and  services.  VA 
already  grants  service-connection  for 


diabetes  when  the  diabetes  developed 
during,  or  was  otherwise  related  to, 
military  service.  "Service-connection"  is 
necessary  to  receive  VA  disability 
compensation  and  may  place  the  veteran 
in  a  higher  priority  classification  for  VA 
health  care.  Gober's  decision  paves  the 
way  for  that  designation  to  be  applied  to 
any  veteran  who  served  in-theater  during 
the  Vietnam  War  and  subsequently 
develops  diabetes,  without  the  diabetic 
veteran  having  to  prove  that  Agent  Orange 
caused  the  disease. 

There  will  be  a  60-day  period  for  VA  to 
publish  proposed  rules  for  implementing 
this  change  in  benefits.  After  the  rules 
are  published,  a  90-day  period  begins 
during  which  VA  will  seek  input  to  the 
proposal,  including  a  public  comment 
period.  When  this  process  is  complete, 
VA  will  publish  final  rules  for 
implementing  the  change. 

Additional  infonnation  regarding  medical 
care  and  compensation  for  veterans  is 
available  at  VA  regional  offices  or  medical 
centers.  The  telephone  numbers  can  be 
found  in  local  directories  under  the  "U.S. 
Government"  listing.  In  most  areas,  for 
infonnation  about  disability  compensation 
and  VA  pensions,  callers  can  use  the 
following  toll-free  number:  1-800-827- 
1000.  For  health  care  and  copayment 
information,  call  1-877-222-8387. 
Infonnation  is  also  available  on  VA's  Web 
page,  WW  w.  va.gov 

♦  ♦♦ 
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NAVY  HONORS  A  MASSACHUSETTS  HERO         State  Cemetery  Update 


by  Bob  McKcan,  Director 


WASHINGTON,  D  C.  -  Captain 
John  Paul  Jones;  Commodore  Oliver 
Hazard  Peiry;  tonner  Captain  of  the 
USS  CONSTITL'TION.  Captain 
Stephen  Deeatiir;  Admiral  David  G. 
Fanagut.  and  add  to  tliat  distinguished 
list  of  Naval  Heroes,  Captain  Thomas 
G.  Kelley,  USN  (Ret),  Massaehusctts' 
Commissioner  of  Veterans"  Services. 
Captain  Kelley  joined  the  ranks  of  the 
very  small  but  elite  group  of  historic 
naval  leaders,  when  he  was  inducted 
into  the  Surface  Navy  Warfare  Roll 
of  Honor  and  Hall  of  Fame  on  January 
1 1 .  Over  the  225  years  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  Kelley  is  only  the  24"' 
individual  selected,  and  the  first  living 
recipient  to  be  so  honored. 

"Each  year  the  Suiface  Navy  selects 
a  small  number  of  individuals  who 
have  made  an  exceptionally 
significant  contribution  to  our 
nation",  remarked  Rear  Admiral 
Thomas  Marfiak,  U.S.  Navy  (Ret), 
Chairman  of  the  Surface  Navy 
Awards  Committee,  as  well  as  CEO 
of  the  Navy's  128  year  old  Naval 
Institute.  Admiral  Marfiak  lauded 
Kelley 's  selfless  actions  in  Vietnam, 
as  well  as  "his  tremendous  leadership 
and  uncompromising  dedication  to 
duty,  throughout  his  inimitable  Navy 
career."  "Captain  Kelley  was  a 
natural  choice... and  our  first  living 
recipient  of  this  honor." 

Kelley,  whose  Navy  career  spanned 
30  years,  is  a  member  of  another  very 
prestigious  order.  He  is  one  of  only 
two  living  recipients  of  the  Medal  of 
Honor  residing  in  Massachusetts,  and 
one  of  only  1 50  surviving  recipients 
throughout  the  country. 


On  June  15,  1969,  while  serving  as 
the  Commander  of  River  Assault 
Division  152,  and  while  directing  a 
column  of  eight  river  assault  craft 
through  the  Ong  Muong  Canal  in 
Kicn  Hoa  Province,  Lt.  Kelley 
attempted  to  extract  a  company  of 
Army  infantry  troops  from  the  east 
bank  of  the  canal,  when  one  of  the 
armored  troop  carriers  reported  a 
mechanical  failure  and  Viet  Cong 
forces  opened  fire  from  the  opposite 
bank.  Kelley  sustained  severe  head 
wounds  when  an  enemy  rocket  scored 
a  direct  hit  on  Kelley 's  craft,  spraying 
shrapnel  in  all  directions.  Although 
unable  to  move  from  his  deck,  and 
incapable  of  speaking  into  his  radio, 
Kelley  managed  to  direct  the  other 
boats  by  relaying  commands  through 
one  of  his  men,  successfijlly  staving 
off  the  enemy  attack.  Lt.  Kelley  then 
led  the  column  to  safety. 

In  May  of  1 970,  President  Richard  M. 
Nixon  bestowed  Lieutenant 
Commander  Kelley  with  the  Medal 
of  Honor.  It  is  extremely  rare  for 
anyone  who  has  suffered  such  a 
devastating  injury  to  persevere  and  be 
ready  to  command  a  Navy  destroyer, 
USS  LANG,  but  Tom  Kelley  is  no 
ordinary  man.  In  his  civilian  career, 
CoiTunissioner  Kelley  leads  the  effort 
in  Massachusetts  to  advocate  for,  and 
take  care  of  those  600,000  men  and 
women  who,  like  he,  answered  the 
call  of  their  countiy  and  who  served 
with  courage  and  honor.  We  can  be 
proud  in  Massachusetts  to  call  him 
one  of  our  own.  ♦♦♦ 


Agawam 

Construction  at  the  Massachusetts  Veterans' 
Memorial  Cemetery  in  Agawam  is  ncaring 
completion.  The  Department  of  Veterans" 
Services  has  taken  occupancy  of  the 
Administration  Building  and  Committal  Chapel 
from  the  constmction  contractors.  The  direct 
telephone  number  of  the  cemetery  is  (4 1 3)  82 1  - 
9500  and  the  fax  number  is  (4 1 3)  82 1 -9839. 

DVS  has  recently  completed  the  process  of 
finalizing  its  staff  requirements  by  hiring  a 
manager,  administrative  assistant,  inaintenance 
foreman,  and  groundskeepers.  There  will  be 
additional  part-time  grounds  staffhired  from  May 
f  thru  Sept.  30"'.  Individuals  interested  in  these 
part-time  positions  are  encouraged  to  send  a  letter 
of  interest,  along  witli  a  resume,  to  tlie  DVS  office, 
c/o  Cemetery  Division,  239  Causeway  Street 
Suite  100.  Boston,  MA  021 14.  The  new  staff 
members  are  working  diligently  to  get  the 
operation  ready  for  the  fonnal  opening.  The  first 
intemient  should  take  place  in  May  2001 . 

Plans  are  in  progress  for  an  open  house  on  Sunday, 
April  22. 200 1  from  1 0  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  The  fonnal 
dedication  of  the  cemetery  will  be  held  on 
Monday,  May  21  at  10  a.m. 

Donations  have  been  gratefully  received  by  the 
Veterans'  Cemetery.  Tliey  include: 

Carillon  System  -  AMVETS  national  and  state 

organization. 
Indoor  &  outdoor  sound  systems  -  American 

Legion  of  Massachusetts. 
All  entrance  ceremonial  flagpoles,  cemetery  flags, 

and  dedication  monument  -  American 

Legion  Auxiliary  of  Massachusetts 
Road  Sander  -  VFW  Post  70  Springfield. 
Ceremonial  platfonn  architectural  design  - 

Michael  Pietras. 
Cemetery  Podium  -  Woodworking  Class  @ 

Easthampton  Higli  School  and  Veterans' 

Organizations  from  Easthampton 
Additional  Flagpole  &  indoor  blinds  for  the 

Committal  Chapel  -  Polish  American 

Citizens'  Club,  Ludlow. 

The  Department  continues  to  receive  numerous 
donations  from  veterans  groups  for  items  not 
covered  by  the  constmction  contract.  Please 
contact  the  Cemetery  Division  at  DVS  for  more 
infonnation  on  ways  tliat  you  or  your  organization 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


GULF  WAR  DAY  at  VA 

The  VA  Boston  Health  Care  System  will  hold  a  Pei^sian  Gulf  War  day  at 
150  Huntington  Avenue,  Jamaica  Plain  on  Saturday.  March  10, 200L 
from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Physical  exams  will  be  conducted  for  those  veterans 
who  served  in  the  Gulf  and  never  registered  with  the  VA  as  Gulf  veterans  after 
their  discharge.  All  Gulf  veterans,  who  have  not  been  seen  in  the  VA  system  in 
the  last  six  months  and  think  tliey  may  have  some  symptoms  that  are  related  to 
their  experiences  in  Southwest  Asia,  are  invited  to  come  to  the  event  to  be  seen  by 
one  of  the  physicians.  In  addition  to  tlie  medical  services,  infonnation  will  be 
available  on  benefits,  loan  repayment,  college  programs  and  assistance,  and  Gulf 
War  symptom  research.  The  event  is  also  a  reunion  for  Gulf  veterans  to  see 
friends  with  whom  they  served.  Contact  Shiriey  Jackson  at  (617)  434-7700, 
extension  6126  for  additional  infonnation. 

♦  ♦♦ 
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ASPA  Salutes  "The  Greatest  Generation' 

Us  Senator  John  F.  Kerry  and  Tom 
Brokaw  joined  a  large  turnout  of 
American  Society  for  Public 
Administration  (ASPA)  members  and 
guests  in  the  Cliapter's  salute  to  veterans 
for  their  efforts  to  preserve  democracy  and 
build  the  public  service  at  a  November 
public  policy  luncheon  at  the 
Massachusetts  State  House. 

The  Chapter  honored  John  "Lefty" 
Caulfield  and  Wesley  Ko.  the  two  living 
Massachusetts  World  War  II  veterans 
profiled  in  Brokavv's  book.  The  Greatest 
Generation.  Chapter  President  Dorothy 
Sullivan,  in  presenting  plaques  to  the  two 
veterans,  noted  that  they  exemplified  the 
many  veterans  who  fought  to  preserv  e  our 
democratic  system  and  came  home  to 
serve  their  community,  state  and  nation 
in  many  important  ways. 

Senator  Kerry  spoke  of  the  sacrifice  and 
courage  of  World  War  II  veterans  like 
Caulfield  and  Ko,  as  well  as  his  own  father 
who  served  in  that  conflict.  He  praised 
them  for  the  example  they  set,  not  just  as 
heroes  in  war,  but  in  building  post  war 
America  to  its  current  greatness. 

In  a  pre-recorded  message,  Tom  Brokaw 
offered,  "congratulations  to  the 
Massachusetts  Chapter  of  the  American 
Society  for  Public  Administration,  and  a 
big  salute  to  you  (the  Chapter)  for 
honoring  two  people  for  whom  I  have 
such  high  regard."  He  went  on  to 
commend  Caulfield  and  Ko,  and  their 
generation  stating,  "one  of  the  most 
remarkable  things  about  the  "greatest 
generation"  is  that  after  the  war,  after  these 

Cemetery  Update  (continued  from  page  5) 


L.to  R..  John  "Left}-  Cuiilfield  oj  Cambridge 
Senator  John  F  Keny  (D-MA).  and  Wesley  Ko 
oJ  Falmouth  in  the  State  House  Ha  II  of  Flags. 

men  and  women  who  had  made  so  many 
sacrifices  during  their  youthfijl  fonnative 
years,  couldn't  wait  to  come  back  to  their 
homes  and  then  get  involved  in  public 
service  in  one  fashion  or  another.  That  is  a 
tnie  part  of  their  great  legacy." 

Cambridge  Veterans'  Service  Officer, 
Robert  Stevens,  read  excerpts  from  the 
chapter  in  The  Greatest  Generation  about 
John  Caulfield,  a  Cambridge  native,  and 
C.  Fay  Norred,  Regional  Administrator  of 
the  US  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs, 
read  the  chapter  about  Wesley  Ko,  who 
now  lives  in  Falmouth.  Both  veterans 
talked  about  their  experience  since 
publication  of  the  book,  hearing  from  old 
friends  and  comrades,  and  expressed  deep 
appreciation  to  the  Chapter  for  the  special 
recognition.  ♦♦♦ 


can  assist  in  tliis  endeavor.  Also,  a  memorial 
pathway  has  been  constructed  in  the 
cemetery  and  is  available  to  veteran 
organizations  that  would  like  a  monument 
to  honor  the  members  of  their  organization. 
Tlie  director  and  maintenance  foreman  must 
approve  proposed  monuments  in  order  to 
confonn  to  the  surrounding  ground  surface 
area.  Applications  for  a  pathway  monument 
are  available  at  the  cemetery  or  from  the 
DVS  office  in  Boston. 

Winchendon 

Tlie  fonnal  transfer  of  the  land  from  the 
Town  ofWinchendon  to  tlie  Commonwealth 
should  take  place  soon.  The  Department  of 
Capital  Asset  Management  will  be 
advertising  for  fonnal  bids  to  select  an 


architectural  and  engineering  finn  who  will 
produce  design  and  construction  drawings. 
Tlie  entire  architectural  process  should  take 
approximately  six  montlis.  Upon  completion 
of  these  drawings  and  approval  of  the  VA  in 
Washington,  a  bid  process  for  a  general 
contractor  will  be  the  next  step.  Once  a 
general  contractor  is  selected  and  a  contract 
signed  a  construction  period  of  1 0  months 
will  commence.  If  all  goes  according  to 
scheduled  plan  constmction  should  start  in 
late  2001  with  completion  in  late  2002. 

If  you  have  questions,  comments,  need 
infonnation,  or  would  like  to  obtain  a  pre- 
registration  fonn,  pleasecall  Robert  McKean 
at  (617)  727-3578  extension  108,  or  Hazel 
Pryce  extension  1 00.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


Prescription  Drugs  $2 
Thru  theVA 

As  Massachusetts's  veteran 
population  ages,  they  have  an 
ever-growing  need  to  pay  out 
greater  amounts  of  money  for  costly 
prescription  drugs. The  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services  has 
informed  the  Commonwealth's 
v  eteran  population  that  prescription 
drugs  are  now  available  through  the 
VA  for  only  $2  for  a  30-day  supply  or 
at  no  charge  if  the  veteran  cannot 
afford  to  pay.  In  addition  to  providing 
state  benefits  to  veterans,  the 
Department's  responsibility  is  to 
inform  veterans  about  available 
benefits  either  from  the  State  or 
Federal  governments  and  to  assist  in 
obtaining  them.  According  to 
Commissioner  of  Veterans'  Services, 
Tom  Kelley,  "We  want  every 
Massachusetts  veteran  to  know  there 
is  a  new  program  making  available  to 
eligible  veterans,  a  low-cost 
prescription  drugs  from  the  Veterans 
Administration  —  regardless  of  a 
veteran's  economic  circumstance  or 
if  the  need  is  service  connected.  Every 
city  and  town  in  the  Commonwealth 
has  a  Veterans'  Service  Officer  who 
is  available  to  guide  local  veterans  in 
obtaining  a  30-day  supply  of  a 
prescription  drug  for  only  $2  or  free 
in  some  cases." 

Veterans  don't  have  to  have  a  service- 
connected  disability  to  take  advantage 
of  this  new  program.  Veterans  with  a 
discharge  other  than  dishonorable  are 
eligible  to  enroll  in  the  VA  Healthcare 
System  and  to  see  a  VA  doctor  to 
verify  the  need  for  a  current 
prescription  or  prescriptions.  There 
is  a  minimal  charge  for  the  visits  to 
the  VA  doctor  usually  covered  by  the 
veterans'  own  medical  insurance  plan. 
The  veteran  is  then  required  to  pay 
only  $2  for  every  30-day  supply  of 
each  VA  prescribed  medication.  If 
veterans  are  either  disabled  or  on  a 
limited  income  they  can  visit  VA 
doctors  and  receive  prescriptions  on 
a  no-fee  basis. 

To  leam  more  about  VA  Healthcare 
benefits,  veterans  are  advised  to  call 
or  visit  their  local  Veterans'  Service 
Officer.  The  VA  can  be  reached  toll- 
free  at  1-877-222-8387.  ♦♦♦ 
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United  States 
Flag  Folding 
Ceremony 


The  United  States  flag  folding 
Ceremony  speaks  to  the  heart  of 
the  principles  on  which  our 
country  was  originally  founded.  The 
portion  of  the  flag  denoting  honor  is  the 
canton  of  blue  containing  the 
stars. .  .representing  the  states  who  have 
provided  the  men  and  women  who  have 
served  in  unifomi. 

The  canton  field  of  blue  dresses  from 
left  to  right  and  is  inverted  only  when 
draped  as  a  pall  on  a  casket  of  a  vet- 
eran, who  has  served  our  country  hon- 
orably in  unifomi. 

In  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  ceremony  of  retreat,  the 
flag  is  lowered,  folded  in  a  triangle  fold, 
and  kept  under  watch  throughout  the 
night  as  a  tribute  to  our  nation's  hon- 
ored dead. 

The  next  morning  it  is  brought  out,  and, 
at  the  ceremony  of  reveille,  run  aloft  as 
a  symbol  of  our  belief  in  a  new  life. 

•  The  first  fold  of  our  flag  is  a  sym- 
bol of  our  belief  in  God. 

•  The  second  fold  is  a  symbol  of  our 
devotion  to  the  United  States  of 
America. 

•  The  third  fold  is  made  in  honor  and 
remembrance  of  the  veterans  who 
have  departed  our  ranks. 

•  The  fourth  fold  represents  our  reli- 
ance on  God  for  guidance  and 
strength. 

•  The  fifth  fold  is  a  tribute  to  free- 
dom and  all  that  it  means  to  us. 

•  The  sixth  fold  represents  our  heart. 
For  it  is  with  our  heart  that  we 
pledge  allegiance  to  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

•  The  seventh  fold  is  a  tribute  to  our 
Armed  Forces,  for  it  is  the  Armed 
Forces  who  protect  our  country  and 
our  flag  against  all  her  enemies. 

•  The  eighth  fold  is  a  tribute  to  honor 
our  mothers,  whose  faith,  love,  loy- 


\  &  Islands'  Mimori  \i.  HonorsN  kikkvns  ok  i  nk  Korkan  War 

In  March  1951,  John  Allen,  35"' 
Regiment.  25th  Division  was 
photographed  running  up  one  of 
the  many  hills  near  Suwon,  Korea. 
Two  months  later,  .John  was 
awarded  the  Bronze  Star  for  Valor. 
He  survived  the  war  and  returned  to 
his  home  in  Frackville,  PA.  The 
photograph  was  on  many  magazine 
covers  of  the  day  and  then,  like 
most  of  the  war,  was  forgotten. 

The  man  who  took  the  picture,  Don 
Duquette,  then  the  Combat 
Photographer  for  the  25'"'  Division 
eventually  returned  to  Cape  Cod.  In 
1 966  Don  became  the  first 
Commander  of  our  KWVA  Chapter. 
Through  his  initiative,  and  later  Past 
Commanders  Murphy  and 
Johnson's  hard  work,  the  Korean 
War  Memorial  pictured  here  was 
constructed. 

The  Memorial  (pictured  above)  is  a 
sculptor's  version  of  that  195 1 
photo.  It  is  eleven  feet  high, 
surrounded  by  flags  of  the  United 
States,  Korea,  Massachusetts, 
KWVA,  and  POW/MIA.  It  is  on  a 
lawn  sloping  to  the  ocean  next  to 
the  John  F.  Kennedy  Memorial  in 
Hyannis.  On  any  given  day  there 
are  hundreds  of  people  froin  all  over 
the  world  visiting  these  two 
memorials.  In  the  walkway  are 
engraved  red  bricks  with  the  naines 


of  the  inen  and  women  froin  all 
branches  of  the  service,  luost  of  the 
military  units,  and  many  of  the 
smaller  ones.  There  are  24  white 
bricks  with  names  of  the  Cape  and 
the  Islands  men  who  gave  their  lives 
in  Korea  for  us. 

If  you  would  like  to  have  yours  or  a 
loved  one's  naine  and  service 
iTieinorialized  in  this  walkway, 
please  contact  George  Johnson 
(508)  398-0057. 

♦  ♦♦ 


alty,  and  devotion  have  shaped  the 
character  of  the  men  and  women 
who  have  made  this  country  great. 
The  ninth  fold  is  a  tribute  to 
fathers,  who  gave  their  sons  and 
daughters  for  the  defense  of  our 
country. 

The  tenth  fold  is  a  tribute  to 
American  families  everywhere. 
Our  strength  is  built  upon  their 
strength. 

The  eleventh  fold  is  a  symbol  of 
our  belief  injustice  and  equality 
for  all. 

The  twelfth  fold  represents  an 
emblem  of  eternity,  and  glorifies 
our  faith  in  God. 

The  thirteenth  fold  is  a  symbol  of 
our  thirteen  original  colonies. 


When  the  flag  is  completely  folded, 
the  stars  are  uppermost,  reminding  us 
of  our  national  motto,  "In  God  We 
Trust." 

After  the  flag  is  completely  folded  and 
tucked  in,  it  takes  on  the  appearance 
of  a  cocked  hat,  ever  reminding  us  of 
the  American  soldiers  who  first  served 
under  General  George  Washington  to 
establish  and  preserve  for  us  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  freedoms  we 
enjoy  today. 

If  history  has  taught  us  anything,  it  is 
that  the  American  servicemen  will 
bear  any  hardship,  will  overcome  any 
obstacle,  and  will  conquer  any  foe  in 
their  quest  for  liberty,  justice,  and 
freedom.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
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^   A  Military  Lifeline  ^ 


Every  day,  on  average,  five 
Americans  die  on  active  duty 
or  in  the  military  reserves, 
most  of  them  in  accidents.  The  loss 
can  hit  families  living  on  military 
bases  especially  hard:  they  must  move 
off  the  base,  leaving  their  ftnends  and 
support  network.  But  TAPS  (Tragedy 
Assistance  Program  for  Survivors) 
can  help.  It  was  started  in  1994  by 
Bonnie  Carroll,  who  lost  her  husband 
in  a  National  Guard  plane  crash. 
Today,  TAPS  offers  peer  support,  help 
with  the  funeral  process,  crisis 
infonnation,  chat  groups  and  a  web 
site.  Each  spring,  it  also  runs  a  five- 
day  camp  for  children  who  lost  a 
parent.  The  program  has  been  so 
successful,  the  Pentagon  routinely 
refers  military  families  to  TAPS.  To 
learn  more,  visit  www.taps.org  or  call 
.  1-800-959-8277.  ♦♦♦ 
  ^ 


DVS/City  of  Worcester  Seeking  Names 
for  State  Vietnam  Memorial 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  in 
conjunction  with  the  City  of  Worcester  is  finalizing  the 
plans  for  the  new  Massachusetts  Vietnam  Veterans' 
Memorial  in  Worcester. 

Currently,  they  are  trying  to  verify  a  list  of  the  KIA/MIA  from 
Massachusetts.  There  is  a  committee  of  veterans  working  to 
ensure  that  no  names  are  missing.  To  view  the  list  of  names  on 
the  DVS  web  site:  ww  w.state.ma.us/veteransA'ietnamMemorial. 

If  you  are  unable  to  view  the  names  this  way,  please  contact  your 
Veterans'  Service  Officer  (VSO)  in  your  City/Town  Hall 
Department  of  V^eterans'  Services  to  verify  the  names,  middle 
inititials  and  the  spelling  of  your  loved  one's  name. 

Due  to  time  constraints,  we  ask  that  you  please  check  the  list  of 
names,  and  notify  your  VSO  as  soon  as  possible. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Department  of  N'eterans'  Services 

239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02 11 4 
Telephone:  (617)  727-3578 
Facsimile:  (617)  727-5903 
Internet:  http://wwvv.state.ma.us/veterans/ 
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First  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery  Opened 

Until  now,  the  only  Veterans' 
Cemetery  in  the  Common- 
wealth was  the  Veterans 
Administration  Cemetery  located  in 
Bourne,  on  Cape  Cod,  but  the  open- 
ing of  the  first  State  Veterans'  Memo- 
rial Cemetery  in  Agawam,  which  took 
place  on  May  21",  changed  all  that. 
Agawam  will  better  serve  the 
Commonwealth's  veterans  and  their 
families  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State.  The  new  cemetery  is  the  first 
of  two  state  veterans'  cemeteries  to 
be  constructed  in  the  Commonwealth. 
The  second  will  be  located  in  Central 
Massachusetts,  in  Winchendon,  with 
a  projected  opening  date  of  2003. 

The  dedication  ceremony  was  a  coor- 
dinated effort  that  was  planned  by  the 
Director  of  the  Cemetery,  Robert  C. 
McKean;  the  Dedication  Coinmittee; 
and  the  Cemetery  Volunteer  Commit- 
tees. McKean  praised  his  group,  "they 
worked  extremely  hard  putting  the  fin- 
ishing touches  on  the  procedures,  and 
the  cemetery  facility,  right  up  to  the 
day  of  the  dedication." 


The  entrance  to  the  first  State  Veterans'  Memorial  Cemetery  in  Agawam. 
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When  Edward  Squazza  donated  6 1 
acres  of  his  fannland  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Veterans'  Services  (DVS) 
for  the  location  of  the  first  state  vet- 
erans' cemetery,  that  was  the  cata- 
lyst that  directed  DVS  to  proceed 
and  obtain  a  Federal  VA  Grant  in 
the  amount  of  $6.8  million  dollars 
for  construction. 

No  sooner  was  the  dedication  over 
and  the  cemetery  was  in  operation. 
The  cemetery  staff  was  extremely 
busy  the  first  few  days,  as  19  de- 
ceased veterans  or  their  dependents 
were  interred  in  the  new  cemetery. 
Some  were  full  commitments  in  the 
chapel,  others  a  small  service  at  the 
Columbariam  wall,  and  others,  sad 
to  say,  were  just  families  dropping  off 
the  remains  with  no  service. 


The  Director  and  his  Staff  have  made 
this  commitment  that  they  will  NOT 
allow  any  veteran  be  buried  without 
at  least  a  firing  of  honor  volleys  and 
taps  being  played  through  the  Caril- 
lon System.  They  will  take  the  time 
to  pause  and  make  sure  these  honors 
are  given. 

It  will  probably  take  a  few  months 
before  all  of  the  expected  installation 
of  equipment  is  completed,  but  the 
cemetery  staff  is  diligently  working 
to  make  the  first  State  Veterans'  Me- 
morial Cemetery  a  fitting  resting  place 
for  veterans  and  their  dependents. 

The  Cemetery  will  be  open  seven 
days  a  week  with  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day set  aside  for  visitors.  There  will 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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COMMISSIONER 'S  PA  GE 


Fellow  Veterans, 

The  last  couple  of  months 
have  been  marked  by  two 
visits  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Veterans  Administration 
(VA),  Anthony  J.  Principi.  Both 
visits  gave  all  of  us  a  chance  to 
showcase  the  way  Massachusetts 
takes  care  of  her  veterans  with 
programs  that  are  unmatched 
across  the  nation. 

(By  the  way,  even  though  our 
programs  are  worth  bragging 
about,  unless  every  veteran  is 
aware  of  them,  then  they  don't 
always  benefit  those  who  may 
need  help  the  most.  So  please 
help  us  in  getting  the  word  out  in 
your  communities,  your  posts, 
and  every  time  you  meet  a 
veteran  pal.) 

Getting  back  to  Secretary 
Principi 's  visits,  he  met  with  staff 
at  the  Boston  VA  Regional  Office 
(VARO)  for  a  few  hours,  then 
addressed  the  20""  Conference  on 
the  Concerns  of  Veterans  at  the 
State  House.  He's  a  hands-on 
leader  who  wants  to  find  the 
holes  in  the  organization,  and  is 
willing  to  try  new  methods  of 
plugging  those  holes. 

A  week  later.  Secretary  Principi 
joined  the  veterans  of  the 


Commonwealth,  including 
Senator  John  Kerry,  at  the 
dedication  ceremony  for  the  first 
State  Veterans'  Memorial 
Cemetery  in  Agawam. 

Work  is  proceeding  on  the  State 
Vietnam  Veterans'  Memorial, 
under  constmction  in  Worcester. 
With  a  major  boost  from  the 
Massachusetts  National  Guard, 
the  duck  pond  at  Green  Hill  Park 
was  drained  and  the  sediment 
removed,  thereby  saving 
significant  funds.  The  Memorial 
is  being  developed  by  a  team  of 
the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services,  the  City  of 
Worcester  Parks  Department, 
and  the  Vietnam  Veterans' 
Memorial  Trust,  Inc.  A 
committee,  headed  by  Pierce 
Gould,  Worcester  Veterans' 
Services,  is  planning  the 
dedication  ceremony,  which  will 
be  held  June  7-9,  2002. 

I  was  reading  the  newsletter  from 
the  Idaho  Department  of  Veterans 
Services,  and  noted  that  Idaho 
has  started  a  program  to  award 
diplomas  to  World  War  II 
veterans  who  left  high  school 
before  graduating.  Bill  Stukey 
and  Bob  Norton  started  this 
program  here  in  Massachusetts  at 
Wobum  High  School  three  years 
ago,  and  with  help  from  Bob 
McKean  from  DVS,  it  took  off 
like  wildfire  across  the  state  and 
across  the  nation.  Nice  job,  guys, 
and  a  fitting  way  to  honor  the 
service  of  those  who  gave  up  so 
much  of  their  youthful  years  for 
all  of  us. 

Finally,  the  positive  events  of  the 
past  couple  of  months  have  been 
tempered  by  the  loss  of  three  very 
special  veterans:  Congressman 


Joe  Moakley  who  joined  the 
Navy  at  the  age  of  fifteen  to  serve 
in  World  War  II  and  never 
stopped  serving  his  nation; 
Michael  King  whose  brief 
service  in  the  Marine  Corps  was 
more  than  compensated  by  his 
unswerving  devotion  to  less 
fortunate  veterans;  and  Florence 
Tobin,  who  served  in  the  Coast 
Guard  in  World  War  II,  and  was 
the  driving  force  behind  womens 
veterans'  programs  here.  All 
three  of  these  unique  people 
contributed  in  different  ways  to 
make  sure  that  the  veterans  of 
the  Commonwealth  would 
always  be  cared  for.  They  will 
be  missed! 

♦  ♦♦ 

FREEDOM  \ 

It  is  the  soldier, 
not  the  reporter, 
v\/ho  has  givers  us  the 
Freedom  of  the  press. 
It  is  the  soldier, 
not  the  poet, 
v\/ho  has  given  us 
Freedom  of  speech, 
It  is  the  soldier,  not  the 

campus  organizer, 
who  has  given  us  the 
Freedom  to  demonstrate. 
It  is  the  soldier,  who  serves 
beneath  the  Flag, 
who  salutes  the  Flag, 
whose  coffin  is  draped 

by  the  Flag, 
who  allows  the  protester 
to  burn  the  Flag. 

It  is  the  soldier, 
not  the  politician, 
who  has  given  his  blood, 

his  body,  his  life, 
who  has  given  us  these 
I.  FREEDOMS,  J 
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Women's  Network 

Women  Veterans'  Network  Luncheon/Workshop  and  Health  Fair 


Tlherc  were  over  250 
participants  who  met  at  the 
Hohday  hin,  in  Worcester  on 
April  5"',  2001,  bringing  together  a 
truly  amazing  group  of  women 
veterans  and  veterans'  service 
providers!  "Thank  you  to  the  group 
who  worked  so  very  hard  to  plan  a 
heart-warming  and  joy-filled 
program.  Carry  on!"  stated  one 
attendee  at  the  Second  Annual 
Women's  Network  and  VA 
Healthcare  System's  Luncheon/ 
Workshop  and  Health  Fair.  We  also 
would  like  to  thank  all  of  you  who 
participated,  as  well  as  to  those  of 
you  who  attended — for  this  is  what 
made  the  event  such  a  success! 

Another  participant  explained  that 
what  she  liked  best  about  the  day  was 
"the  bond  of  respect  and  unity  to  help 
each  other"  that  was  present,  and 
how  this  attitude  "permeated  all 
presentations."  The  "camaraderie," 
and  the  fact  that  it  was  good  "seeing 
so  many  happy  ladies"  were 


L.  tor,  W.A.S.P.sSaraP.HaydenofMethuen 
and  Maty  Dourdeville  from  Jefferson  enjoy 
the  Second  Annual  Women  s  Network 
Luncheon. 

statements  provided  by  other  attendees. 
Many  discussed  how  much  they 
learned  about  services  available  to 
women  veterans  and  about  the  new 
programs  that  we're  just  learning 
about,  as  well  as  how  important  the 
infonnation  was  that  they  were  able  to 
receive  from  the  Health  Fair. 

The  keynote  speaker,  Dr.  Linda 


MEDICARE  ADVOCACY  PROJECT 


TIhe  Medicare  Advocacy 
Project  (MAP)  provides 
free  legal  representation  to 
Medicare  beneficiaries  through  the 
Commonwealth  on  Medicare  and 
Medicare-related  issues.  MAP 
advocates  also  provide  advice, 
outreach  and  training  on  Medicare 
and  Medicare-related  issues, 
including  infonnation  on  action 
steps  designed  to  affect  large 
numbers  of  Medicare  beneficiaries. 

map's  mandate  is  to  insure  that 
Massachusetts  Medicare  bene- 
ficiaries receive  all  of  the  Medicare 


and  Medicare-related  coverage  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  This  often 
involves  challenging  a  Medicare 
determination  that  a  service  or 
supply  is  not  covered.  To  assist 
MAP  in  meeting  this  mandate, 
MAP  must  hear  from  bene- 
ficiaries, caregivers,  advocates,  and 
providers  about  their  Medicare 
questions  or  concerns. 

No  question  is  too  small!  MAP  can 
be  reached  at  1-800-323-3205. 

♦  ♦♦ 


Schwartz,  former  Chairperson  of  the 
VA  Advisory  Committee  on  Women 
Veterans  from  1 996  to  2000,  was  very 
well  received  by  the  attendees.  She 
discussed  some  of  the  strides  that  are 
being  made  to  acknowledge  the 
accomplishments  as  well  as  the  needs 
of  women  veterans.  Feeling  a  sense 
of  pride  for  service  to  their  country 
was  instilled  in  all  veterans  who  were 
able  to  attend,  and  for  those  who  were 
not  able  to  be  at  the  gathering,  we  also 
wish  to  extend  this  sentiment. 

Hopefully,  we  will  see  all  of  you  again 
next  year,  as  well  as  many  more  of 
the  state's  26,000  women  veterans  at 
the  Third  Annual  Luncheon  in  2002. 
We  will  pass  along  infonnation  on  the 
plans  as  they  become  available.  If  you 
wish  to  provide  us  with  suggestions 
or  comments  that  will  aid  us  in 
making  arrangements  for  next  year, 
please  contact  the  Women  Veterans' 
Network  at  (6 1 7)  727-3578,  extension 
316.  ♦♦♦ 

VA  Boston  Healthcare  System 
Hosting  Vietnam  Veterans^  Day 

The  VA  Boston  Healthcare  System 
will  host  a  Vietnam  Veterans' 
Day  on  Saturday,  August  25  from 
Sam  to  4pm  at  1 50  South  Huntington 
Avenue,  Jamaica  Plain  Campus. 

In  addition  to  providing  Agent  Orange 
Physical  Exams,  there  will  be  a  variety  of 
other  services  available  including  benefit 
counseling,  PTSD  screening,  and  diabe- 
tes and  Hepatitis  C  infonnation.  VA  Re- 
gional Office  representatives  will  also  be 
on  hand  to  answer  questions.  Vietnam  Vet- 
erans are  encouraged  to  come  in  and  re- 
ceive the  latest  information  on  VA  ben- 
efits available  to  them. 

To  pre-register  or  for  further  informa- 
tion, please  call  Shirley  Jackson  at  6 1 7- 
323-7700  extension  6126.  ♦♦♦ 
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VA  Sets  Up  Toil-Free  Spina  Bifida  Hot  Line 


Washington,  DC  -  Vietnam  veterans  now  have  a  new  national  toll-free 
hot  line  to  answer  their  questions  about  healthcare  benefits  for  their 
children  who  have  spina  bifida. 

The  number  for  the  hot  line,  operated  by  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  (VA),  is  1  (888)  820-1756.  Callers  can  speak  to  a  benefits 
adviser  Monday  through  Friday,  from  10  a.m.  to  1 :30  p.m.  and  from 
2:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Eastern  Time. 

"This  new  helpline  is  part  of  a  continuing  effort  by  VA  to  reach  out  to 
veterans  and  their  families,"  said  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Anthony  J.  Principi,  himself  a  Vietnam  veteran. 

An  after-hours  phone  message  will  allow  callers  to  leave  their  names 
and  telephone  numbers  for  a  return  call  the  next  business  day.  The  hot 
line  is  managed  by  VA's  Health  Administration  Center  in  Denver. 

Eligibility  for  VA's  spina  bifida  benefits  is  limited  to  Vietnam  veterans' 
children  who  have  been  diagnosed  with  spina  bifida  (except  spina 
bifida  occulta).  The  veteran-parent  must  have  served  in  Vietnam 
during  the  Vietnam  War.  The  Spina  Bifida  Healthcare  Program  covers 
most  health  services  and  supplies  that  are  medically  or  psychologically 
necessary  for  the  treatment  of  spina  bifida  and  related  medical  conditions. 

For  general  infonnation  on  the  VA's  spina  bifida  program,  visit  the  VA 
^^^eb  site  at:  www.va.gov/liac.  ♦♦♦  ^ 

AG's  Office  Recovers  Half  Million  for  Veterans 

On  Wednesday,  June  6,  at  the  Massachusetts  Veterans'  Shelter  located  in 
Worcester,  Attorney  General  Tom  Reilly  and  the  Massachusetts 
Commissioner  of  Veterans'  Services,  Tom  Kelley,  distributed  S490,000  to 
twelve  Veterans'  Service  Providers  of  Massachusetts.  The  nearly  half  million 
dollars  represented  a  settlement  received  by  the  Attorney  General's  Office  from  a 
case  involving  the  fi:audulent  collection  of  donations,  on  behalf  of  veterans,  in 
various  Massachusetts  communities. 

The  investigation  which  exposed  the  fi^ud  began  in  1 996  after  a  questionable 
telephone  call  was  received  at  the  home  of  Tara  O'Connor,  then  Director  of  the 
Massachusetts  Veterans'  Shelter  in  Worcester,  soliciting  a  donation.  Ms.  O'Connor 
called  the  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  (DVS)  inquiring  as  to  the  legitimacy 
of  the  organization.  Tliat  phone  call  started  the  "investigative '  ball  rolling.  DVS  in 
turn  contacted  the  Attorney  General's  office.  The  end  result  was  tlie  investigation, 
exposure  and  prosecution  of  three  interconnected  bogus  charities.  "This  is  tlie 
result  of  a  long  and  successftil  effort  by  Attorney  General  Reilly 's  staff,  working  in 
close  cooperation  with  our  own  legal  staff.  The  recovered  ftinds  have  now  been 
distributed  to  the  eligible  public  charities  serving  veterans  of  die  Commonwcaltli, 
thus  carrying  out  the  intent  of  the  good  folks  who  unknowingly  contributed  to  the 
defendants,"  remarked  Kelley. 

"Tliis  Department  is  grateftil  to  Attorney  General  Reilly  and  his  staff  at  the  Division 
of  Public  Charities,  for  their  efforts  on  behalf  of  Massachusetts  veterans.  We  are 
honored  to  have  worked  together  with  the  Attorney  General's  Office  in  assuring 
that  the  contributions  on  behalf  of  veterans  in  need,  have  now  reached  tlie  intended 
beneficiaries,"  concluded  Commissioner  Kelley. 

Receiving  the  checks  were:  Veterans'  Service  Providers  from  Gardner,  Haverhill, 
Hyannis,  Roxbury,  Springfield.  Boston,  New  Bedford  Worcester  (2),  Leominster/ 
Fitchburg,  Lynn  and  WilliamstovMi.  ♦♦♦ 


Richard  Earley  Presented 
Commissioner's  Award 

On  June  20,  2001  at  the 
Massachusetts  Veterans 
Service  Officers' 
Association  (MVSO.A)  banquet  in 
Provincetown,  Richard  S.  Earley, 
the  Veterans'  Service  Officer  from 
the  City  of  Leominster  was 
presented  with  the  Commissioner's 
Award  for  his  "outstanding  perfor- 
mance in  service  to  the  veteran 
community." 

Richard  Early  is  one  of  the  most  pro- 
active Veterans'  Service  Officers  in 
outreach  and  community  involve- 
ment with  veterans'  issues  and 
highly  successful  in  getting  commu- 
nity participation  in  veterans'  pro- 
grams and  issues.  Mr.  Earley  recog- 
nizes that  an  important  component 
of  veterans'  outreach  is  education 
and  awareness.  He  involves  elected 
officials,  community  leaders,  veter- 
ans' organizations,  civic  organiza- 
tions, service  providers  (both  vet- 
eran and  non-veteran),  the  media, 
schools,  public  housing  providers, 
and  churches.  Veterans,  and  those 
who  know  veterans,  receive  the 
"message"  and  inforni  veterans  with 
unmet  needs  of  the  multitude  of  pro- 
grams and  assistance  available  to 
them. 

Ultimately,  Richard  Earley  knows 
no  geographic  boundaries  and  is 
always  ready,  willing,  and  able  to 
assist  in  emergency  situations  when 
small  surrounding  municipalities 
with  part-time  VSOs  are  unavail- 
able. One  example  is  the  emergency 
and  immediate  assistance  rendered 
to  a  veteran  and  his  family  from 
another  town  (not  Leominster)  on 
the  Friday  afternoon  before  Christ- 
mas to  insure  that  food  and  heat 
were  immediately  available. 
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C/? S/ep  UJac^ /n  7//ne  By  David  Dube 


My  wife  said  to  me, "Why 
would  you  want  to  go  back 
lo  one  of  the  worst  places  in 
your  life'.'"  I  didn't  have  an  answer 
and  neither  did  the  other  42  "fomier" 
Marines  that  took  the  trip  back  to 
Marine  Coips  Recruit  Depot,  Parris 
Island,  South  Carolina  in  April.  We 
just  wanted  to  go  back  one  more  time. 

What  a  group  it  was!  Made  up  of 
"fonner"  Marines  from  Iwo  Jima,  the 
Frozen  Chosin,  Vietnam  and 
elsewhere.  We  mustered  up  at  the 
airport  in  Savannah  and  waited  for  the 
bus  to  take  us  to  Basic  Training.  We 
were  going  back  for  a  five-day  stay 
to  understand,  learn  and  witness  the 
training  of  today's  Marines;  and, 
relive  some  of  our  own  experiences 
and  memories. 

The  bus  came  and  we  headed  out.  The 
conversation  was  lighthearted  and 
Marine  tales  were  heard  all  through 
the  bus.  A  highway  sign  said  we  had  ten 
more  miles  to  go  and  an  eerie  silence 
fell  over  the  bus.  I'm  sure  everyone 
was  replaying  that  first  time  when  we 
arrived  on  the  "Island"  years  ago. 

It  was  a  cloudy,  rainy  day  as  we 
entered  through  the  main  gate,  went 
across  the  only  bridge  and  pulled  up 
to  our  squad  bay.  Ironically,  it  was  the 
exact  same  squad  bay  I  had  left  26 
years  ago.  I  thought,  this  is  going  to 
be  a  serious  walk  down  memory  lane. 
We  grabbed  our  linens,  picked  out  a 
rack  and  secured  our  gear  before 
heading  back  on  the  bus  that  was  to 
take  us  to  where  recruits  are  met  when 
first  arriving. 

We  were  greeted  at  Receiving  by  three 
Drill  Instructors  who  were  yelling  and 
screaming  for  us  to  get  off  the  bus  and 
onto  yellow  footprints  inside  the 
Receiving  Barracks.  You  have  to 
imagine  that  our  age  and  physical 
shape  was  a  lot  different  than  when 
we  were  here  last.  It  was  all  for  show, 
but  we  all  admitted  that  we  were  a 
little  spooked  by  the  reception.  As  the 
hairs  on  the  back  of  our  necks  settled 
back  down,  we  were  introduced  to  our 
Drill  Instructor  for  next  few  days. 
Staff  Sergeant  Sean  Weeks. 


L.  to  R.,  John  MacGillivary,  Natick,  Staff  Sergeant  Sean  Weeks,  Peter  Schiavone, 
Braintree  and  Dave  Dube,  DVS  at  Parris  Island,  SC. 


Staff  Sergeant  Weeks  was  with  us  as 
we  went  to  the  training  areas, 
buildings  and  locations  that  recruits 
went  to  as  they  went  through  boot 
camp.  He  was  a  total  professional  and 
a  credit  to  the  Corps.  I  was  able  to 
bring  a  white  flag  with  the  depiction 
of  the  Marines  raising  the  flag  on 
Iwo  Jima.  We  all  signed  it  with  our 
platoon  number  and  the  date  we 
were  at  boot  camp  and  presented  it 
to  Staff  Sergeant  Weeks  to  thank  him 
for  his  dedication  to  us.  He  said  we 
were  walking  history  of  the  Corps  and 
we  were  treated  that  way  everywhere 
we  went. 

The  "Island"  had  changed  a  lot,  but 
the  sights,  sounds  and  smells  where 
all  the  same.  At  0430,  platoons  of 
recruits  were  running.  Drill  Instructors 
were  barking  out  commands,  recruits 
yelling  back,  marching,  learning  and 
training.  We  ate  in  the  mess  hall  with 
the  recruits,  and  as  a  platoon  would 
march  by  our  squad  bay,  we  would 
run  out  to  listen  to  the  Drill  Instructors 
sing  cadence. 

Our  visit  ended  with  a  graduation  of 
six  platoons.  It  was  a  great  feeling  to 
be  part  of  this  event  again  and  as  the 
Drill  Instructors  gave  their  platoons 
the  dismissal  command,  we  all  had 
tears  in  our  eyes  because  we  knew 
how  proud  and  glad  the  recruits  were 
to  now  be  called  Marines.  It  was  a 
great  experience.  The  training  was 
different  when  we  were  there,  but  so 
were  the  times.  The  Marine  Corps  has 
adopted  changes  with  great  success. 


The  Marine  Corps  League  in  Natick 
with  James  Hastings  at  the  helm 
organized  the  trip.  There  were  also 
three  Veterans'  Service  Officers 
attending  as  well:  Robert  Gale, 
Brockton;  John  MacGillvary,  Natick; 
and  Peter  Schiavone,  Braintree. 

When  we  arrived,  we  had  one  thing 
in  common,  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps.  Upon  leaving  I  realized  I 
would  remember  two  platoons  from 
Parris  Island,  the  one  I  graduated  with 
in  1975,  and  the  one  from  2001 ! 

♦  ♦♦ 

/  \ 

Purple  Heart  Stamp  * 
Campaign 

George  D.  Maziarz,  New  York 
State  Senator  who  has  started 
a  campaign  to  have  tlie  Purple 
Heart  Stamp  become  a  reality. 

If  you  would  like  to  see  the  "Purple 
Heart  Stamp"  issued  into  circulation 
as  an  official  U.S.  stamp,  please  join 
the  Senator's  letter  writing  campaign 
to  the  U.S.  Postmaster  General.  You 
can  send  your  letter  to: 

Dr.  Virginia  Noelke,  Chairperson 
Citizens  Stamp  Advisory  Committee 
Room  4474  E. 

US  Postal  Stamp  Development 
475  L'Enfant  Plaza,  SW 
Wasliington,  DC  20260-0010 


♦  ♦♦ 
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ARE  YOU  A  \  ETERAN? 
If  you  are  paying  more  than  $2.00 
for  your  prescription  medicine, 
you  are  paying  too  much. 

Contact  your  local  Veterans' 
Serv  ice  Officer  in  your  Citv 
or  Town  Hall  today 


News  Release 

VA  Creates  New  Research  Center 


BOSTON  -  A  new  center  will  spearhead  research  for  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  (VA)  in  the  development  of  artificial  retinas  to  restore  sight  to  blind  veterans. 

The  Center  for  Innovative  Visual  Rehabilitation,  located  at  the  VA  Boston  Healthcare 
System's  Jamaica  Plain  Campus,  will  focus  on  the  development  of  a  retinal  prosthesis 
to  restore  vision  in  patients  with  retinitis  pigmentosa,  the  leading  cause  of  inherited 
blindness,  and  with  age-related  macular  degeneration  (ARMD),  the  leading  cause  of 
blindness  among  veterans  and  the  general  population. 

Scientists  at  the  Jamaica  Plain  center  will  work  together  with  clinicians  in  caring  for 
and  educating  vision-impaired  patients,  especially  those  with  ARMD. 

VA  investigators  at  the  new  center  will  collaborate  with  researchers  at  Harvard  Medical 
School,  Boston  University  School  of  Medicine,  and  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


Robert  McKean  Honored 

The  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  is  pleased  to  announce 
that  a  member  of  its  Department 
has  been  honored  with  a  special 
award.  Robert  C.  McKean,  Director 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Veterans' 
Memorial  Cemeteries,  has  been 
named  Year  2001  Massachusetts 
Small  Business  Veteran  Advocate  by 
the  United  States  Small  Business 
Administration  (SBA),  according  to 
an  announcement  made  by  Elaine  F. 
Guiney,  Massachusetts  SBA  Director. 

"Mr.  McKean's  determination  to 
honor  and  advocate  for  veterans  has 
truly  given  them  an  effective  voice  in 
their  local  communities  in  business 
and  in  education,"  said  SBA  Director 
Guiney.  "Mr.  McKean  is  the  link  for 
veterans  to  small  business  resources 
and  services  and  a  very  effective 
advocate  for  veterans,  their  families 
and  the  small  business  community." 

The  Veteran  Small  Business 
Advocate  Award  is  presented 
annually  to  an  individual  who  has 
fiilfilled  a  commitment  to  advancing 
small  business  opportunities  for 
veterans. 

Mr.  McKean  was  honored  as  the  Year 
2001  Massachusetts  Small  Business 
Advocate  of  the  Year  at  an  awards 
luncheon  at  the  Seaport  Hotel  at  the 
World  Trade  Center,  Boston  on 
June  4,  2001.  ♦♦♦ 


The  First  Commonwealth's  Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial  Golf  Tournament 


When:  September  24,  2001 

Where:  Green  Hill  Municipal  Golf  Course,  Worcester 

Cost:  $100.00  per  Golfer,  includes  Shirt,  Golf,  Cart,  Steak  Dinner 

Raffle  during  dinner 

Florida  Style  -  Scramble 
Registration:  0800  (Coffee  &  pastries  available) 

0900  Shotgun  Start 

Proceeds  from  this  tournament  are  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the 
Commonwealth's  Vietnam  Veterans'  Memorial. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Dave  Dube  (617)  727-3578  extension  213  or  Bill  Robbins  (508)  886-9047 
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From  the  Training  Tent 


It's  hard  to  believe  that  in  September, 
the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services  (DVS)  will  be  holding  its 
4""  Annual  Veterans'  Service  Officers' 
Training  Session! 

This  year's  session  should  be  well 
attended  since  a  good  inajority  of  the 
certifications  of  VSO's  will  expire  this 
year.  Those  that  attended  the  first 
session  in  November  of  1998  were 
certified  for  three  years.  This  year  the 
certification  process  will  be  different 
from  three  years  ago.  Attendees  will 
meet  with  representatives  of  the 
Massachusetts  Veterans  Service 
Officers  Association  (MVSOA),  DVS 
personnel  and  Commissioner  Kelley. 

To  obtain  certification,  there  will  be  four 
requirements.  They  are: 

1.  Perfect  Attendance  throughout 
the  session 

2.  Your  Municipality  must  be  in 
compliance  with  MGL, 
Chapter  115 

3.  Passing  of  a  written  evaluation/ 
test 

4.  Upon  recommendation  of  the 
Training  Coordinator  final 
approval  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Veterans' 
Services 

It  is  our  intention  to  touch  on  every 
aspect  of  the  responsibilities  and 
involvement  a  VSO  has  with  DVS,  yet 

^Cemetery  Opening 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

be  either  a  staff  member  and/or  vol- 
unteers manning  the  visitors'  center 
to  answer  questions  and  phone  inquir- 
ies. The  gates  of  the  cemetery  will  be 
open  from  dawn  until  dusk  daily. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  call  the  cemetery  at 
413-821-9500.  ♦♦♦ 

V   y 


focusing  on  administering  MGL 
Chapter  115.  As  always,  some  of  the 
learning  conies  from  the  real  life 
experience  and  examples  from  the 
senior  VSO's  to  the  juniors!  There  are 
quite  a  few  new  VSO's  on  or  corning 
onboard. 

Information  and  registration  forms  went 
out  to  VSO's  in  April  and  should  be 
returned  on  or  after  July  1,  2001  to  the 
Department.  Reservations  for  hotel 
accommodations  can  be  made  now.  The 
session  will  again  be  held  at  the 
Radisson  in  Milford  on  September  18 
-20,  2001. 

On  a  new  subject,  it  was  requested  that 
there  be  a  session  covering  infonnation 
on  doing  a  "well  grounded  VA  claim". 
Working  with  Contact  Office  Manager 
Tim  Sullivan,  we  went  on  the  road  and 
held  two  sessions  from  VSO  requests.  In 
November  of 2000  Leo  Parent  requested 
this  session  and  it  was  held  at  the  Holyoke 
Soldiers  Home.  There  were  28  VSO's 
from  the  Western  part  of  the  State  in 
attendance.  Richard  Early  requested  the 
same  in  April  200 1  in  Leominster,  where 
34  VSO's  attended  this  session  as  well 
as  the  first  tour  of  the  Mobile  VA  Medical 
Vehicle. 

If  you  have  any  comments  or  questions, 
please  feel  free  to  contact  David  Dube  at 
(617)  727-3578  extension  213  or 
DDubefoivet.state.ma.us. 


Navy  Cruiser  Sailors 
Association  Seeks  Members 

The  United  States  Navy  Cruiser 
Sailors  Association  is  actively 
seeking  new  members  to  swell 
their  ranks. 

Membership  is  open  to  all  Ship's 
Coinpany,  Marine  Detachinent, 
Aviation  Division,  Flag  Personnel, 
and  Midshipmen  that  served  or  are 
serving  aboard  cruisers.  Associate 
ineinberships  are  available  to  past  and 
present  Navy  men  and  women, 
reservist,  widows  of  cruisennen,  and 
interested  individuals. 

For  information,  please  contact 
Ronald    Maciejowski,  (U.S.S. 
Worcester  CL-144),  55  Donna 
Terrace,  Taunton,  MA  02780. 
♦  ♦♦ 


ARMY  NURSE  CORPS  CONVENTION 

The  13""  Biennial  Convention  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps 
Association  will  be  held  at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel  in 
Boston  on  May  24"^  thru  26"\  2002. 

For  information  regarding  the  convention,  please  contact 
Mary  C.  Quinn  at  781-337-7419  or  write  Q-ANCA,  P.O.  Box  569, 
Grafton,  MA  01519. 
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Mr.  Hall  Honored  by  Governor  Swift 


TIhe  Massachusetts  Board  of 
Library  Commissioners 
(MBLC)  is  pleased  to  announce 
that  Coirunissioner  Robert  D.  Hall,  Jr, 
of  Needliam,  and  Special  Assistant  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Massachusetts 
Departinent  ofVeterans'  Seivices,  was 
honored  by  Governor  Jane  Swift  and 
the  MBLC  with  commendations  for 
his  service  to  libraries  tliroughout  the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr  Hall  is  presently  the  longest  serving 
member  of  the  Board,  nearing  the 
completion  of  his  10"'  year  as  a 
member.  Governor  Weld  first 
appointed  him  to  a  five-year  temi  in 


1 992  and  Governor  Cellucci  re-appointed 
him  to  his  second  temi  in  1 996. 

Mr.  Hall  was  elected  Chainnan  of  the 
MBLC  in  FY95  and  was  re-elected  in 
FY96.  Under  his  stewardship  as 
Chairman,  he  initiated  the  tremendously 
successfijl  Trustee  Visit  Program,  and 
increased  the  visibility  and  profile  of  the 
MBLC  by  also  holding  MBLC  board 
meetings  at  locations  througliout  the  State. 
It  was  also  under  his  chaimianship  tliat 
the  Strategic  Plan  for  the  Future  of  Library 
Services  in  Massachusetts  was  enacted 
and  received  its  initial  funding.  The 
Massachusetts  Public  Library 
Construction  Program  was  also  re- 


authorized by  the  General  Court  during 
his  tenure  as  Chainnan,  providing  $45 
million  in  grants  to  cities  and  towns 
for  public  library  construction  and 
renovation  purposes. 

Before  being  appointed  to  the  MBLC, 
Mr  Hall  was  a  22-year  veteran  of  the 
Needham  Public  Library  Board  of 
Trustees  where  he  successfully 
campaigned  for  handicapped 
accessibility  with  the  Needham  library 
becoming  one  of  the  first  in  the  state 
to  be  handicapped  accessible. 
♦  ♦♦ 


.2001  Retired  Military  Handbook  Available 

The  2001  edition  of  the  Retired  Military  Personnel  Handbook  which 
provides  infonnation  on  all  aspects  of  military  retirement  is  now  avail 
able  for  $9.95  plus  $3.50  for  shipping  and  handling.  To  order  this 
publication,  please  contact  www.annedforcesnews.com  or  telephone  toll- 
free  1(888)  333-9335.  ♦♦♦ 


Visit  the  DVS  website: 
www.state.ma.us/veterans/ 


The  Committee  welcomes  material  for  publication  but  reserves  editorial  privilege. 


^ The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts^ 
Department  of  Veterans'  Services 

239  Causeway  Street,  Suite  100 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02114 
Telephone:  (617)  727-3578 
Facsimile:  (617)  727-5903 
TTY#  (617)  727-4410 
Internet :  htto ://www. state . ma.us/veterans/ 
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